
A lecturer from the School of 
School of Environment, Natu-
ral Resources & Geography 

received a special award from Bangor 
University students.

On Friday 29th April, Dr Sophie Wil-
liams entered, to rapturous applause, a 
room packed with her students, col-
leagues, family and friends. On her 
� rst trip out of hospital for ten months 
she was at the University to receive an 
award for her incredible contribution 
to teaching.

� e Student Led Teaching Awards 
are a special honour for an academic 
as the nomination, selection and pres-
entation of the awards are carried out 
by the students themselves. Sophie 
was nominated by undergraduates of 
the School of Environment, Natural 
Resources & Geography (SENRGy) 
for a “Student Voice Special Recogni-
tion” award.

� e event was opened by Professor 
John G Hughes, Vice-Chancellor. He 
recalled how impressed he was on his 
� rst encounter with Sophie during 
a ceremony to mark the start of the 
Two Dragons Garden project which 
twins Bangor University’s Treborth 
Botanic Garden with Xishuangbanna 
Tropical Botanic Garden in China. 
� is was one of the many anecdotes 
of the a� ernoon emphasising Sophie’s 
strong communication skills - one of 
the many things which make her an 
exceptional teacher.

Professor Morag McDonald, Head of 
SENRGy gave a presentation covering 
Sophie’s contribution to Bangor and 
beyond. � is included quotes from 
those who have worked with Sophie in 
the many training courses she has run 
in social research methods, conserva-
tion education and plant conservation 
from the University of Cambridge to 
Bangladesh via Mauritius and China.

Professor McDonald said: “Sophie 
is a truly inspiring lecturer, and it is 
wonderful that her � rst trip out from 
hospital was to receive this award from 
students who have bene� tted so much 
from her passion and dynamism.”

A presentation from two of her 
former students on the MSc Plant 
Conservation course which Sophie 
founded in 2014 followed. � e recent 
graduates told how Sophie always 
pushed them to challenge themselves 
and try things which they � nd di�  cult 
and that this has had a truly life chang-
ing e� ect. One former student, now 
curator of Treborth Botanic Garden, 
sent a video of congratulations from 
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanic Gar-
den in China where she is currently 
meeting colleagues and continuing the 
link which Sophie started.

� e most important presentation 
of the event was of course the talk by 
three of Sophie’s current students.

Sam Herniman, an Environmental 
Conservation student, said: “Sophie is 
way more than just a lecturer, she has 
been a catalyst for everything we have 
done over the last few years at Bangor.”

Alice Hadley, also studying Environ-
mental Conservation, said: “Sophie 
has always pushed us to think more 
deeply and be the best we can.”

Despite being ill in hospital, Sophie 
has met with all three of these students 
to discuss their ongoing dissertation 
research.

� e event closed with a few words 
from Mile Williams, Sophie’s father 
who talked about how proud he was 
of Sophie’s achievements. Mike said: 
“To see and hear how much Sophie is 
admired and respected by her friends 
and colleagues is very heart warming 
and con� rms to us all not only how 
special she is but how much everyone 
is encouraging her in her recovery.”

� e award ceremony was attended 
by some of the medical team working 
towards Sophie’s rehabilitation.

Karen Mottart, consultant in the In-
tensive Care and High Dependency 
Units at Ysbyty Gwynedd, said: “At-
tending this event has been an impor-
tant goal for Sophie to work towards. 
It is wonderful to see her connecting 
with her life outside the hospital. We 
now need to plan with her the next trip 
out-Treborth Botanic Garden or even 
going up Snowdon on the train!”
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It’s o�  cial, it is all starting to come 
to an end... � is part of the year is 
always one with mixed emotions, 
there is the stress and anxiety 
of exams but also that feeling of 
nostalgia as you near the end of 
another academic year. For some, 
like myself, this might be your last 
year at Bangor University before 
leaving the nest and having to fend 
for yourself in the big wide world, or 
like me decide to do another year of 
university as you’re too afraid to be 
an adult yet. But for those who are 
leaving Bangor at the end of this year, 
I know what you are going through. 
When you hand in your last ever 
assignment through Blackboard but 
it somehow doesnt feel like it’s the 
last, going to your last ever lecture 
and thinking you will be back there 
next year but oh wait.... Coming to 
the end of the sporting season and 
missing seeing your team mates 
every week, but also realising that 
you don’t want to leave. 

When I applied for Bangor it was 
not my � rst choice and it was fair 
to say that I wasn’t thrilled with 
the prospect of going to my second 
choice university and didn’t want to 
come to Bangor but a� er spending 
three years here, getting to know the 
people, the place, the university and 
all the adventures and memories that 
I have made here, I never want to 
leave. But it’s not over yet we still have 
plenty to do. If you havent already, 
make a list of things to do or places 
to see in Bangor or North Wales that 
you havn’t seen yet. � e team at Seren 
still have our Seren Awards night 
a� er this issue has been distributed, 
which will signify the end of an era 
as I have been with Seren for my 
entire time at Bangor and I will be 
sad to see the experience go but it has 
tought be so much! I want to thank 
all the Seren team for their amazing 
hard work this year...you know who 
you are! Not to mention the two 
highlights of the end of the year as 
a third year student, Summer Ball 
and Graduation. � ere is still time 
to make memories with your friends 
and have experiences that you will 
never forget. I never enjoy saying 
good-bye so I will levae you with my 
favourite quote, “we are all travelling 
through time together, everyday of 
our lives. All we can do is our best to 
enjoy this remarkable ride”. 

-----
� e views presented hereina� er 

do not represent the views of Seren 
Bangor, Bangor Students’ Union or 

Bangor University.
-----

Seren is printed by NWN Media. 
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by MORGANE VIALA

Bangor University is currently 
developing ambitious plans to 
revitalise its science teaching 

and research facilities located along 
Deiniol Road in Bangor.

� e estimated £60m redevelopment 
will allow the University to co-locate 
much of the teaching and research 
activities of the Colleges of Physical 
and Applied Sciences (CoPAS), 
Natural Sciences (CNS) and Health 
and Behavioural Sciences (CoHaBS) 
on one site where new, multi-
disciplinary teaching facilities will be 
available. � is in due course will see 
Electronic Engineering and Computer 
Sciences moving from Dean Street to 
the Science and Technology Quarter.

It will enable the University to re-
move two obsolete and un� t for 
purpose buildings which (we argue) 
adversely impact onto the rear of the 
Memorial Building. � e demolition 
will also enable the University to ex-
pose and make good the original high-
er quality rear elevation, going some 
way to repair damage created by later 
adhoc additions to the linking corri-
dors, as well as more recent insertions 
which connected the side wing of the 
Memorial Building to the lower qual-
ity utilitarian rear ‘sheds’.

In preparation for this redevelop-
ment there will be some enabling 
works taking place, mainly over the 
summer months of 2016. � is will in-
clude the demolition by specialist con-
tractors of the Charles Evans Building 
and the laboratories behind the 
Memorial Building, as shown in the 
image below. Prior to the demolition 
the asbestos within those buildings 
will be removed by specialist licensed 
contractors. From the week beginning 
16 May, site hoardings will be erected 
around the area to allow the site clear-
ance work to begin, followed by the 
demolition work which will take place 
during the summer holidays.

� e project programme to complete 
these enabling works over the period 
June-August 2016 will allow the ac-
tivity to be undertaken when most 
students and sta�  are not on campus 
and therefore would have least impact 
on the student experience, on current 
research activities, and the University’s 
competitive standing.

Once the demolition is complet-
ed, the site will be returned to the 
University and there will be no fur-
ther activity (possibly for around 12 
months) whilst the new plans are be-
ing developed.

Youth for Bangor Science 
and Technology Quarter 

returns

This is what the “Painting Pontio” 
campaign asks for. Indeed, the 
new building is surrounded 

with entirely white walls all over its six 
stories. A lack of originality and live-
liness for a building designed in great 
part for students (Pontio was major-
ly � nanced by Bangor University), 
says the Bangor Art Student Society 
(BASS).

“It came about o�  the back of the 
Bangor Arts Society”, explains Jack 
Upton, BASS vice-chairman. “As a 
creative hub we were disappointed 
by Pontio’s aesthetic and a variety of 
students felt the space and white walls 
could be used in far more creative 
ways. ”

� e society decided to set up a 
Facebook page to mark the start of the 
campaign. Quite fast, the idea got peo-
ple’s attention and gathered students, 
local residents as well as local artists.

“� e Painting Pontio Campaign is 
a group of individuals whom all want 
to see Pontio embrace the cultural 

diversity and creativity residing in 
Bangor as opposed to the cold, mod-
ern and minimalist style the building 
currently has”, says Jack. “We are par-
ticularly interested in � lling the build-
ings white plain walls with work from 
students and local artists as it is all free 
space that isn’t being utilised to show-
case what Bangor has to o� er.”

Even though the campaign is at its 
beginning, members have great hopes 
and projects for the future :

“Currently the page is used to dis-
cuss ideas and gather as many peo-
ple as possible to back any notions 
of change”, continues Jack. “We hope 
to propose to Pontio that local artists 
and the Arts Society should be given 
creative reign over particularly bare 
areas of Pontio. With the Campaign in 
its early stages, we doubt any change 
will be enforced this year but with the 
popularity of the Campaign growing I 
am certain we can make a change in 
the coming year. All we would need 
for this to happen is a petition with as 
many names as possible who would 
want to bring more creativity, colour 

and artwork to Pontio. Once we have 
that, its merely a matter of negotiation 
and getting Pontio on board with the 
idea.

“We certainly have the talent and 
the willingness of several students 
and artists to produce the art work 
mentioned, it’s just a matter of giv-
ing them the opportunity to do it. It’s 
important that Students should have 
a say in Pontio’s decoration as they’re 
representative of Bangor on a whole. 
� ere are of course residents who very 
much de� ne Bangor but the students 
are the lifeblood of the city. We sculpt 
it, bring income and culture to the city 
and without having our say in the aes-
thetic of Pontio, there will be nothing 
to represent that in the new building 
other than plain white walls to look at. 
It’s important that Bangor University 
Students should be allowed to make 
their mark on the construction other 
than the SU.”

If you are interesting in joining the 
campaign, look up : https://www.face-
book.com/groups/719347161513843/ 
.

No more boring white 
walls in Pontio !

Jeremy Hardy : it’s 32 years of per-
formance in stand-up, shows on 
Radio 4 (Jeremy Hardy Speaks to 

the Nation, � e News Quiz...) which 
has run for ten series, apparitions on 
TV and a few � lms. What is so par-
ticular about this comedian is that he 
is widely known for his political views. 
Not only is he � rmly le� -wing but he 
also happens to be a 25 year old friend 
of Jeremy Corbyn, the new Labour 
Party leader. In the interview he gave 
to Seren, he talks about his upcoming 
show in Pontio on the 20th of May and 
his insights about recent news as well 
as the importance of the comedy to 
make earth a better place to live.
Have you toured in North Wales 
before?

“I’ve been to Bangor before and 
Caernarfon. I liked it very much. It’s 
really nice, especially if you have time 
go in the countryside.”

What can we expect from your show?
“I’ll be talking about what is going 

on at the moment in politics in this 
country, the Jeremy Corbyn phenom-
enon and wider issues like refugees, 

migration, Britishness, food (quite a 
lot!), UKIP... I’ll be talking about a lot.”
Is comedy an important vehicle for 
political opinion?

“I don’t think it’s necessarily impor-
tant, I just think it’s how human be-
ings connect with each other. We use 
humour to protect ourselves, it brings 
us together. It is an elemental human 
thing. I suppose it is better to com-
municate your idea in an entertain-
ing way. I also think that when you 
write a comedy show you write about 
what you’re interested in. If I’m talk-
ing about surveillance within society 
and the future of NHS, it’s because it’s 
something I am concerned about and 
I want to share. I don’t necessarily see 
myself as being on a mission. Some 
comics talk about their culture, their 
everyday life, their ethnicity or gen-
der… I am a white middle class male 
so I am not so di� erent to most other 
people in the country.”
Is there a border a comedian should 
not cross when it comes to defending 
political views?

“You have to be careful not to become 
too didactic, not to overload people 
with data. I’m not there to give out 
data or statistics or too much detail. It’s 

kind of a therapy for me but I try not 
to be too angry or shouty, that could be 
a bit unexpected. It could scare people 
o� . Even people who agree with you 
want to have time out from the all the 
issues. People who come [to comedy 
shows] most of the time already agree 
with you, they come to relax. It is im-
portant to remember that.”
What do you think of the election of 
Sadiq Kahn, the son of a bus driver 
who has ran against the son of a mil-
lionaire, as a mayor ?

“I think people don’t bother about 
having a mayor that is a son of a bus 
driver, until they are faced with an al-
ternative who is a preying posh bully. 
It has to do with what people assume 
they would be like. Goldsmith made a 
terrible error in bullying Sadiq because 
he came from a working class migrant 
family. You have someone who worked 
very hard to get to politics and a multi-
millionaire messing around in politics 
for fun thinking he can just link peo-
ple with terrorism to discredit them. 
If Goldsmith had a better politic cam-
paign, he would of had a chance. He 
is an environmentalist and had an in-
teresting program but he thought he 
could win by playing on people’s fear 

of extremism and terrorism.”
How do you think will it a� ect 
Jeremy Corbyn ?

“Well, it’s a weird one because it 
shows we need to be much more 
centrist. A lot of Corbyn support has 
campaigned with Sadiq. I voted for 
Sadiq because Corbyn is the leader 
of the Labour party, if Labour had a 
di� erent leader I’d of probably voted 
Green. People shouldn’t underestimate 
how much support Corbyn brought 
to the labour party, how many new 
members.”
Do you believe in a brexit?

“I think London is pretty much ‘in’, 
because it is really multicultural and 
connected to other countries. It’s actu-
ally a world city. And it has been for 
a long time, with people from all over 
the world coming to work in cafes and 
shops. And I think it is something 
people enjoy very much. It is a liberal 
le�  city, which I think is for staying in 
Europe. I think most people who want 
to leave have fallen into some kind of 
disa� ection with Europe. � ey forgot 
what Europe is about. It’s a current 
phenomenon, people feel they don’t 
have much so they want to clench on to 
what they have: traditions and ethnical 

identity. � is is a “You might not have 
much but at least you’re British” kind 
of mentality. People are also wor-
ried about wages being cut under the 
Labour Party. And a lot of people are 
scared of immigrants.”
Do you think comedy can help com-
bat the fear?

“I think it can, yes. It can make peo-
ple be a little more relax. By making 
people laugh at their prejudices it un-
dermines them more e� ectively than 
when people attack them in an angry 
way. If you attack people they will 
withdraw, but if you can make them 
laugh about their ideas, making the 
ideas seem stupid, it can be helpful. I 
don’t do my gig as a kind of campaign, 
I do my gig because that’s what I’m in-
terested in, but I think it might help. It 
makes the world a warmer and more 
relax place if everyone is a bit calmer 
and happier. If, when it comes to 
things that are a bit spiteful, people just 
punch others down it makes the world 
a worse place. But if people are push-
ing upwards and attacking establish-
ment prejudices and injustices then I 
think it makes a healthier society.”

by MARINE DESSAUX 
& JACK GREENHALGH

by MARINE DESSAUX

Jeremy Hardy : insights on his new spectacle
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In Brief

IN memory of Dr Stephen Colclough 
- a Senior Lecturer in the School of 
English Literature at Bangor University 
- who sadly passed away in October, 
four third-year English Literature stu-
dents are taking part in a Snowdon hik-
ing challenge of 29.5 miles. Between 
the 20th May to the 23rd May, Megan 
Al-Ghailani, Kerry Dougan, Emma 
Jones and Emma Maddison will com-
plete all eight routes of Snowdon in 
order to raise money for the British 
Heart Foundation. � e routes they are 
taking are: route 1: up Crib Goch and 
down Llanberis; route 2: up Watkin 
and down Snowdon Ranger; route 3 
Lliwedd and down Rhyd Ddu; route 
4- up Pyg Track and down Miners. 
Coronary heart disease is the UK’s 
single biggest killer, but the British 
Heart Foundation are leading the � ght 
against it. � ey have currently raised 
over £1,000 but are still hoping to ex-
ceed their target. � ey would be very 
grateful if you took the time to donate 
to their ‘8 routes of Snowdon in 4 days’ 
challenge. � e money raised will go 
towards trying to combat heart disease 
in the memory of Stephen who was a 
wonderful and inspiring lecturer. To 
donate visit: https://www.justgiving.
com/8-of-Snowdon-4-days.

Literature Students raise 
money in memory of Dr 

Stephan Colclough

MINISTERS and junior doctors 
are locked in an increasingly fraught 
dispute in England. But what exactly 
is the row about?� e action came 
a� er the British Medical Association 
(BMA) and the government failed to 
reach agreement on a proposed new 
contract for junior doctors.

� e BMA, which is concerned about 
pay for weekend working, career pro-
gression and safeguards to protect doc-
tors from being overworked, said the 
strike had sent a “clear message” to the 
government.Junior doctors’ leaders 
are objecting to the prospect of a new 
contract in England.� e government, 
on the other hand, has described the 
current arrangements as “outdated” 
and “unfair”, pointing out that they 
were introduced in the 1990s.

Death rates rising at weekends have 
been one of the most contentious 
areas of the dispute.� e health 
secretary,Jeremy Hunt, has argued that 
he wants to improve care on Saturdays 
and Sundays because research shows 
patients are more likely to die if they 
are admitted on a weekend.

A study published by the British 
Medical Journal in September found 
those admitted on Saturdays had 
a 10% higher risk of death and on 
Sundays 15% higher compared 
with Wednesdays.But doctors have 
objected to suggestions that all those 
deaths are avoidable and could be 
prevented through increased sta�  ng. 
Patients admitted at weekends do tend 
to be sicker and while researchers tried 
to take this into account they could 
not say whether they had accounted 
for it totally.

Junior doctors row

Francesca Elner, 37, and Abigail 
Sinnett, 23, both nursing stu-
dents at Bangor University were 

shortlisted for the 2016 Nursing Times 
Awards. � e ceremony took place on 
April 28th at the London Hilton on 
Park Lane and was organised by the 
Nursing Times magazine. It aims at 
acknowledging the hard work and 
dedication nursing students have to 
furnish in their work with the patients. 
Jenni Middleton, Editor of Nursing 
Times magazine said:

“If you are training to be a nurse or 
are already a nurse, you are a pretty 
exceptional person. It is an incredibly 
tough job. It is an amazingly rewarding 
profession. And it takes someone in-
credibly special to do it. It takes skill, it 
takes knowledge, it takes hard work, it 
takes dedication, and it takes commit-
ment to be a nurse. At Nursing Times, 
we want to support nurses to be the 
best they can be. Our Nursing Times 
Awards winners and Student Nursing 
Times Awards winners are role models 
of what hard work, commitment and 
talent can see you achieve.”

Abigail is one of nine student mid-
wives across the UK to be � nalist in 
the Student Midwife of the Year cat-
egory. Francesca was shortlisted in 
the category Student Nurse of the Year 
(adult � eld). None of them received 
the award (though Francesca won 
the Cookie Competition), yet, both of 
them enjoyed their nominations and 
have kept excellent memories from the 
experience.
What does it mean for you being 
nominated and shortlisted for the 

Student Nursing Time awards ?
 Abigail : When I � rst found out 

about the nomination I didn’t know 
how to react as I didn’t feel it was real, 
then I just started crying with happi-
ness. I was shocked, overjoyed and 
bursting with happiness. I was also 
very proud that all the hard work I 
have put in over the last 3 years has 
been noticed. Being shortlisted meant 
the world to me.

Francesca : I was extremely hon-
oured and humbled to be nominated 
and chosen as a � nalist for the Student 
Nursing Times Student Nurse of the 
Year (Adult). I am very proud to be 
recognised in this way and it’s good 
to know that there is support and rec-
ognition out there for everyone who 
is trying to make a di� erence in their 
chosen area.
Why did you choose to be a nurse/
midwife ?

Francesca: I chose to be a nurse as it 
is a hands-on, dynamic, professional 
career in which it is possible to make a 
genuine di� erence to patients at every 
single moment of every single shi� .

Abigail: I wanted to be a midwife 
because I wanted to do work that is 
practical, hands on and meaning-
ful. Working with women during 
moments of enormous change, em-
powering women to make informed 
choices about theirs and their baby’s 
care. � e role the midwife has within 
public health gives her the opportu-
nity to make a di� erence to not only 
the woman but growing family as 
well. I’m privileged to be in this po-
sition. Midwives are helping women 
not only to make plans but also deal 
with and make decisions during the 

unexpected. Being an advocate for 
women within the multidisciplinary is 
a part of the role I love. I can’t believe 
this is the job I’m going to be doing for 
the rest of my life, I’m so lucky.
What are the di�  cult and rewarding 
aspects ?

  Abigail : � ere are both reward-
ing and di�  cult aspects of the job but 
that’s what makes the job special, you 
go into work not nothing what you 
could be faced with, it makes the job 
exciting and so rewarding.

Francesca : � e most di�  cult aspect 
of being a student nurse is de� nitely 
balancing home life (I have three 
children, including a teenager with 
Asperger’s and attention de� cit hy-
peractivity disorder) with my studies 
and assignments. � e most reward-
ing aspect is being in the privileged 
position of being able to make a small 
di� erence to a patient’s day. Even just 
something simple, like helping them to 
wash, making them more comfortable, 
getting them a cup of tea, or even just a 
smile and a friendly hello - seeing that 
small kindnesses can make all the dif-
ference, to what is not the most pleas-
ant time of their life, is so incredibly 
rewarding and makes the hard work all 
worth it!”
What was the ceremony like ?

Francesca : It was brilliant! � e 
Hilton Park Lane was so glamorous 
and swish! � e food was really nice 
and it was great to be there. I even won 
the Twitter Cookie Competition -we 
had to tweet a picture of the cookie we 
were sent in the post, and I won the 
best picture!- so I got to go on stage!

Abigail: � e ceremony was incred-
ible, it was in a beautiful hotel in 

London, when you walked into the 
venue and saw everything set out it 
was just breathtaking, It was such a 
honor being nominated let alone be-
ing shortlisted and being part of such 
an amazing event. It was great seeing 
the nursing and midwifery professions 
coming together and celebrating hard 
work. It was a great experience which I 
will always remember and be so happy 
that I was part of it.
Do you think it is important nurs-
ing students are being recognized 
through this kind of award ?

Abigail : I think it is very important 
for midwives to be recognised as they 
work hard to give excellent care and 
work around the clock, making sure 
the experience women have is the best 
and giving the women centred care. 
Awards like this are very valued and 
are amazing.

Francesca : Very much so! Nurses are 
much maligned in the press and there 
is never enough positive news out 
there about the fantastic work that is 
going on every single day. Ceremony’s 
like this encourage us student nurses 
and nurses to keep going in the knowl-
edge that we are appreciated and rec-
ognised. � at’s very important.

� ese nominations come as Bangor 
University reaches Stage 1 of the UK 
Unicef Baby Friendly Initiative  (BFI) 
University accreditation. � e BFI as-
sesses the quality of education with 
an additional certi� cate in breast-
feeding support. Bangor Bachelor of 
Midwifery would be the � rst in Wales 
and be part of 36% in the UK that has 
reached full accreditation. 

Two Bangor students shortlisted for 
2016 Nursing Times Awards

On the 13th of April, more than 
one month before the end of 
the exams, exchange students 

were invited to a ‘mini’ graduation 
ceremony. Everybody came dressed 
at their best and could enjoy the fancy 
decor of PJ Hall. Yet, even a� er many 
events in the symbolic hall (the wel-
coming ceremony, the concert of the 
Hoosiers, the University Christmas 
market…), few of them knew ‘PJ’ 
stood for ‘Prichard-Johnes’ the man 
who gave its name to the University 
a� er donating £15,000 towards his 
construction in 1914. � e man from 
Anglesey would simply could not have 
blamed them: he could never have im-
agined young people from all around 
the world would come to North Wales 
to study.

� e proceeding of the ceremony was 

simple: the helpful members of the 
international o�  ce said a few words 
and a teacher, dressed as if in a Harry 
Potter movie, gave a speech saying how 
internationals students made Bangor 
University special. Indeed, the univer-
sity is considered ‘most international’ 
in Wales and ranked in the top 200 
universities in the world. With 22% of 
international students, it beat Cardi� , 
Nottingham, Leeds and Newcastle in 
the UK, and Harvard, Princeton and 
Stanford in the U.S. A� er the speech, 
international students were called one 
by one, country a� er country. Once on 
stage, they were given a Welsh/English 
certi� cate reading they spend one year 
in Bangor. Students from overseas 
were particularly enthusiastic about 
the idea, explaining there is no such 
thing in their University back home.

“I enjoyed the mini graduation”, 
says a student from France. “It was a 

moment to re� ect on the past year and 
all our accomplishments, a moment 
to reunite with our friends. � is is an 
event that I would like to have in my 
country.”

“I think that a Mini-graduation is a 
really nice opportunity for the inter-
national students to have a British-like 
ceremony”, says a student from Chile. 
“, it was a really nice time to gather 
with all the internationals for one last 
time.”

“� e mini-graduation for exchange 
students was a fantastic opportunity to 
see all those familiar faces and friends 
again in this one big festive event”, re-
calls a German student. “I like the idea 
of being handed out a certi� cate for 
my Erasmus year in such a ceremonial 
manner.”

However, some were a bit disappoint-
ed by the shortness of the ceremony 
and the simplicity of it. No inspiring 

discourse from students themselves, 
no bu� et, no goody from the univer-
sity… � ey also deplored that it took 
place so early in the month.

“It was not exactly what I expected. 
For me this event was more or less a 
marketing show without any glamour 
or meaningful speeches, and, there-
fore, rather disappointing. All in all, 
nice idea, but there is de� nitely room 
for improvement.”

“I think that it shouldn’t be just that, 
maybe a speech from some interna-
tional student or something similar, 
and food. A cocktail a� erwards, for 
example, would be nice.”

“I regret that the graduation was so 
soon. It gave us the feeling that our ex-
change year was already over and I’m 
not ready to say goodbye yet.”

Mini-Graduation: saying goodbye to exchange students

by MARINE DESSAUX

by MARINE DESSAUX
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The Student Led Teaching 
Awards (SLTAs) ceremony was 
held for the � � h time in Bangor 

University’s history earlier this month. 
� e SLA celebrate teachers and sta� s’ 
hard work, dividing the awards into 
� � een categories ranging from New 
Teacher Award and Support Sta�  
Member of the Year to Unsung Hero 
Award.

Lydia Richardson, Students’ Union 
VP Education and Welfare, and one 
of the organisers of the evening, said: 
“� e SLTAs are a fantastic experience 
to be a part of. � e awards celebrate 
the partnership that sta�  and students 
have and it should be something that 
every University should strive for.”

� ere has been 700 nominations 
this year which is twice more than the 
previous one. � e � gure shows an in-
creasing interest from the students to 
the quality of teaching on their educa-
tion as well as the acknowledgment of 
the qualities of teachers and sta�  at the 
University.

Two Special Recognition Awards 
were created. One of them for 
Sophie Williams, from the school of 
Environment, Natural Resources and 
Geography, which was carried out by 
the students themselves for her incred-
ible work before she had to leave due 
to health issues. She came out of the 
hospital for the � rst time in ten month 
to collect it. � e other award of that 
special category posthumously went 
to Dr Stephen Colclough. � e senior 
English Literature lecturer suddenly 
passed away in October 2015, causing 
a great shock in the Literature depart-
ment. “He will be remembered by stu-
dents and colleagues for his great en-
ergy and dedication to teaching”, reads 
Bangor University news release.

� e Award for the Promotion of 
Welsh Medium Education went 
to Edith Gruber, from the school 
of Modern Languages & Cultures. 
Among the student’s nomination 
quotes, one can � nd : “Edith teaches 
German through the medium of 
Welsh and has improved my knowl-
edge of the language substantially, es-
pecially considering I knew nothing of 
the language before coming to Bangor 
University. She is not a native speaker 
but she has managed to learn Welsh 
to such an astonishing level in such a 
short space of time. Edith encourages 
us to speak Welsh as o� en as we can.”

� e Award for Outstanding Pastoral 
Support was given to Sian Beidas, from 
the school of Modern Languages & 
Cultures. A few nominations’ quotes :

“You want a saviour? Here she is. 
I’ve known Sian for 4 years now and 
she has helped me more than anyone 
would ever know.”

“Sian is nothing short of a life saver. 
She goes above and beyond for stu-
dent care and if you need anything 
she is � rst in line to help. She is caring 
and always aims to help. She is great 
at making students believe in them-
selves, myself included, which is no 
small feat.”

Nathalie Fenner, from the School of 
Biological Sciences was awarded for 
her work as a dissertation & thesis 
supervisor. “Her patience and kind-
hearted nature toward her students is 
unparalleled. Without her, I wouldn’t 
have been able to get through my dis-
sertation this year, especially with my 
constantly-changing dissertation fo-
cus!”, tells a student.

Katherine Jones, from the school of 
Biological Sciences, was celebrated for 
fantastic feedback. “Kat understands 
students like no other. She under-
stands we all have di� erent learning 

styles and have di� erent concerns. She 
always puts students at the heart of her 
teaching. In response to some students 
worries about statistics help Kat de-
cided to create video recordings of sta-
tistics help which de� antly positively 
in� uenced our learning”, says one of 
her students.

� e Innovation Award went to 
Christian Dunn, from the school of 
Biological Sciences as well. “He has 
made assessment components catered 
to important future careers. What 
stood out with his work was that he ar-
ranged a skype meeting with our class 
and someone who has previously been 
a BBC journalist, worked for a cam-
paign party and now works in social 
media and brie� ng prep for the EU. 
And this sort of � rst hand experience 
and opportunity has allowed us not 
only to get a better understanding and 
head start on this work but also what 
careers we can achieve with knowing 
skills such as a brie� ng note and press 
release. I am very excited to see what 
else this module has in store”, explains 
one of his students.

Wyn � omas, from the school of 
Music, was given the International 
Award.

Marc Bouillon, from the school of 
Chemistry, was awarded as a new 
teacher. An enthusiastic student says : 
“Dr Marc Boullion is a member of the 
research sta�  who voluntarily stepped 
into a role that was previously � lled by 
a head of school and emeritus profes-
sor. His hands on approach to educa-
tion was apparent as he checked on 
where everyone was on a week to week 
basis walking around the isles checking 
for stragglers. A� er the lectures I felt 
con� dent going into the exams that I 
would be able to answer the questions 
set by him. I am extremely grateful for 
how well considered his lectures were 

and I think we need more sta�  like 
Marc in the department.”

� e award for the Postgraduate 
Teacher of the Year went to Connor 
McCarron, from the school of Ocean 
Sciences. “I am nominating Connor 
for this award because he really 
stepped up and covered a fellow mem-
ber of sta� ’s maternity leave brilliantly. 
He understood if we had any problems 
or concerns and had a fresh attitude 
to teaching. I am aware of the huge 
amount of work that Connor had to 
take on. His enthusiasm, extremely 
hard work and ability to teach us such 
a di�  cult module means that Connor 
should win the postgrad teacher of the 
year!! “, says one of his students.

Rosie Anthony, from the School of 
Environment, Natural Resources and 
Geography, was awarded for being an 
“Unsung Hero”. “She has helped me 
and my partner through a lot. She has 
been wonderful, always asking how 
we are and emailing us she is brilliant. 
Also, I am not very good with technol-
ogy but in the � rst few weeks she sat 
me down and went through the email 
system and blackboard site, and told 
me how to space my time out here at 
the university. She is a wonderful kind 
lecturer with a passion for her job is a 
glowing asset to the University”, recalls 
one of her student.

Lucy Huskinson, from the School of 
Philosophy  & Religion, received the 
Wildcard Award. “Lucy is di� erent be-
cause she inspires us with con� dence 
for a life a� er we graduate, of careers 
and work in society and that is so im-
portant and she gives a lot of her time 
in doing so. It is thanks to Lucy that a 
lot of us now actually feel really proud 
whenever we see the Bangor logo or 
coat of arms”, says a student.

Aled Williams, from the School of 
Education, won the Teacher of the 

Year award. “Aled is a totally amazing 
lecturer, who always makes time for 
you no matter how big or small your 
problem is. He’s brilliant at explaining 
things and makes them easy to under-
stand without being condescending. 
His feedback is helpful and construc-
tive, without being too harsh. All of 
his lectures are interesting, and he’s 
got some massive wealth of knowledge 
which is so diverse

and super helpful”, explains one of 
his students. 

� e Money Support Center received 
the Student Service Department 
Award. Satis� ed students recall : 
“A� er a tough year of having to deal 
with personal issues I found myself 
in massive debt. I went to see Money 
Support, and this turned out to be one 
of the best decisions of my life. � ey 
were extremely kind and would take 
the time to do whatever they could to 
help me with my situation. I no longer 
have the weight on my shoulders and I 
am forever grateful, I have never seen 
a team so dedicated in helping people 
they’ve never met before.” 

“Personally without their help . I 
wouldn’t be able to continue my stud-
ies. And listen to me when I’m upset. 
� ey put 110% in and I’m sure all stu-
dents that go to them for help.” 

Last but not least, Sioned Davies, 
from the School of Social Science, was 
named Support Sta�  Member of the 
Year. Among nominations’ quotes, 
one can read : “I’m nominating Sioned 
because she has consistently been the 
rock that the school is built on. Having 
spoken to sta�  and students across the 
school, Sioned is everyone’s port of call 
for when something has gone wrong, 
and almost always can help you.”

Student Led Teaching Awards

by MARINE DESSAUX

British astronaut Tim Peake be-
came the � rst man to complete 
a marathon in space on April 

24th, running the classic 26.2 mile 
distance while strapped to a treadmill 
aboard the International Space Station. 
April 24th marked the day thou-
sands of runners here on planet earth 

contested the 2016 London Marathon. 
� e 26.2 mile race snakes through the 
centre of England’s capital city, and 
this year almost 40,000 took part in the 
contest. And one of those contests, it 
turns out, wasn’t even on planet earth.

British Astronaut Tim Peake en-
tered and took part in the marathon 
live from the International Space 
Station. Strapped into a treadmill that 

simulated the same route as the run-
ners down on earth. As part of the 
London Marathon, Britain’s biggest 
mass participation race, the 44-year-
old spaceman saw London’s roads 
under his feet in real time on an 
iPad as, 250 miles below him, more 
than 37,000 runners simultaneously 
pounded the streets.

Peake covered the distance in three 

hours 35 minutes 21 seconds, which 
was a world away from the time re-
corded by the real race winner, Kenya’s 
Eliud Kipchoge, whose 2:03:05 was the 
second fastest ever recorded.Peake’s 
zero gravity e� ort, while out of this 
world, was still more than a quarter of 
an hour slower than the 3:18:50 he had 
clocked on earth as a keen, ultra-� t fun 
runner back in 1999.

Tim’s mission to the International 
Space Station, called ‘Principia’, will 
use the unique environment of space 
to run experiments as well as try out 
new technologies for future human 
exploration missions. Tim is the � rst 
British ESA astronaut to visit the Space 
Station where he will spend six months 
as part of the international crew.

First man to complete a marathon in space
by MORGANE VIALA
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THIS year was incredible. In 
many regards. � ere has been 
highs and lows. Highs really 

high, like when I got together with my 
boyfriend, when my � rst pages were 
published in Seren or when so many of 
my friends gathered for my birthday... 
there was even a local singer ! 

� e lows were really down, espe-
cially when I arrived. I was discover-
ing everything and everything seemed 
exciting. I hardly had time on my own 
during the day, which meant no time 
to think. But when I came “home” at 
night, I found myself exhausted and 
vulnerable in an unknown room. I 
missed my family, my friends, all that 
was warm and well-known. All that 
was reassuring. 

I read that Erasmus is a roller-coast-
er of emotion. It really is. As soon as 
the day came out (if not the sun !), I 
was back on my feet and couldn’t get 
enough. Some sort of frenzy got into 
me and I had to do as much as a hu-
man being possibly could in a day. I 
visited dozens of cities, joined plenty 
of societies, went to concerts and 
parties, wrote a lot of articles and my 
� rst essays … When people asked me 
how I was, they universally were told : 
“amazingly good but exhausted”.

Despite the lows, this year was with-
out a doubt the best of my life. � is 
sounds maybe extreme but that’s how I 
feel. I met so many interesting and nice 
people, I discovered not only another 
culture but a lot of other cultures, I dis-
covered a new me, who realised living 
in a small city could be awesome and 
who learnt to like hiking and going out 
on day trips. 

I never lived so fully and well. I had 
the feeling I had control over my life 
and myself, I could decided who I 
wanted to be and how I wanted to 
spend time. I grew up a lot. Knowing 
that I could handle my life all by my-
self (with still a little help of my par-
ents) in a foreign country makes me 
feel con� dent about the future. Now, I 
am ready to face it, whatever it brings. 
And, for that, I am forever thankful to 
this year in Bangor.

My year in 
Bangor as 

an Erasmus 

by MARINE DESSAUX

“What Bangor means to me.”
A� er one semester to one year in Bangor, it is time for the exchange 

students to leave. A few of them tell here how they feel about the experience.

“This year in bangor for me  was 
amazing! Even if it started with some 
perplexity because the city is small, 
as soon as the lessons started it has 

begun a life change experience. I 
learned a lot of things here about 

myself and about the others. A piece of 
my heart will always stay in Bangor.” 

-Elena, from Italy.

“I lived a wonderful year here in Bangor. As an exchange 
student, it was not easy at the beginning but I met 

amazing people! I will miss this town.”
- Perle, from Guadeloupe.

“Coming from a foreign country, 
Bangor University surprised me so 

much, the quality of teaching and all 
the services available for students are 

unbelievable, I am really going to 
miss it, and I will recommend this 

experience to everyone.” 
- Matias, from France.

“What Bangor brought me : new 
meetings, cultural exchanges, and 

friendships for a lifetime.”
-Morgane, from France
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London has a new mayor in the 
form of Labour’s Sadiq Khan 
who beat his nearest rival, Con-

servative Zac Goldsmith, by winning 
57% of the votes a� er both � rst and 
second preferences were counted. 
Khan led Goldsmith by 44.4% to 
35.6% a� er � rst round votes but won 
the majority needed a� er the second 
round votes. Khan became London’s 
� rst Muslim Mayor by having, a� er 
second votes were counted, 1,310,143 
votes, which is the largest personal 
mandate of any politician in UK his-
tory and ended 8 years of conserva-

tive control over the city. On his vic-
tory, Mr Khan said “I’m so proud that 
Londoners have today chosen hope 
over fear and unity over division.” 
Khan has not only become London’s 
� rst Muslim Mayor but also the � rst 
Muslim Mayor of any capital city in 
the EU.Before Khan’s victory was an-
nounced Goldsmiths campaign had 
come under criticism from senior To-
ries. Goldsmith was accused of, “Try-
ing to associate Khan with extremism 
by focusing on Islamists he has shared 
platforms with in the past.” Khan re-
sponding in his victory speech by ap-

plauding the city for its disinterest in 
Goldsmiths tactics; “� is election was 
not without controversy and I’m so 
proud that London has today chosen 
hope over fear and unity over divi-
sion. I hope that we will never be of-
fered such a stark choice again. Fear 
does not make us safe, it only makes 
us weaker, and the politics of fear is 
simply not welcome in our city.”  Zac 
Goldsmith’s sister tweeted in defence 
of her brother stating; “Zac’s cam-
paign did not re� ect who I know him 
to be – an eco-friendly, independent 
minded politician with integrity.” Pre-

vious London mayor Boris Johnson 
congratulated the new mayor and 
wish him “Every possible success.” 
Whilst the defeated Mr Goldsmith 
said “I wish him well as he sets out to 
build on the success seen under Bo-
ris Johnson.” Although did admit his 
disappointment over not being able 
to deliver the manifesto he was proud 
of.  Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn 
congratulated Khan on his victory 
and whilst he was invited to attend the 
ceremony the Labour leader instead 
travelled to Bristol to appear with the 
newly elected Marvin Rees, Bristol’s 

new labour Mayor. Khans victory 
as Mayor will trigger a by election 
for his former constituency of Toot-
ing, which could take place as early 
as June. Christian Wolmar, who also 
sought the Labour Mayoral Nomina-
tion has expressed interest in standing 
for Labour in Tooting where Khan in-
creased his majority to 5.3% over the 
Tories at the last General Election. � e 
2016 London Election saw the highest 
ever turnout at 45.6%, up from 2008’s 
45.3%

Sadiq Khan Elected New London Mayor

Early May 2016 saw the Welsh 
Assembly Elections take place. 
No party was able to gain the 

31 seats required to form a majority 
government, with Welsh Labour com-
ing closest with 29 seats. Plaid Cymru 
had the second most with 12, nar-
rowly beating the Welsh Conserva-
tives who achieved 11 seats, down 3. 
Welsh Liberal Democrats took a big 
hit losing 4 seats and ending this elec-
tion with just a single seat. � e UK 
Independence Party saw the biggest 
increase by gaining 7 seats, the � rst 
seats they have earned at a Welsh As-
sembly Election. A� er the results had 
been announced Labour leader Jere-
my Corbyn was quick to congratulate 
“� e Labour Party in Wales for its ex-

cellent results.” First Minister of Wales 
Carwyn Jones stated, in the a� ermath 
of the results, that “Labour was seek-
ing the views of opposition parties,” 
and that he and his party would be 
seeking to avoid “Many weeks of un-
certainty.” Mr Jones however stated 
that he would not be seeking to form 
any coalition with either the Tories 
or UKIP as: “� ey’re far too far to 
the right of us.” Plaid Cymru leader 
Leanne Wood claimed that she had 
no intention of working with Labour 
as she “could not see how her party 
could be in the business of ‘propping 
up’ Labour ‘in any way.” UKIP leader 
Nigel Farage was quick to compliment 
his UKIP colleagues: “It is a victory 
not just for the party or myself but 

especially one for our leader in Wales, 
Nathan Gill.” Before outlining the fu-
ture plans of the party in Wales, Far-
age said: “I want him to lead our now 
large voice in Wales to campaign for 
Brexit.” Despite the elections having 
taken place on May 5th, debates are 
still ongoing as to who will become 
First Minister of Wales. Labour has 
been forced to deal with a Welsh as-
sembly deadlock a� er Plaid Cymru 
leader Leanne Wood was put forward 
as a candidate, despite her party only 
having 12 seats. � e Plaid leader man-
aged to force a deadlock by gaining 
the votes of both the UKIP and Con-
servative votes in the assembly. Kirsty 
Williams, the only Lib Dem member 
of the assembly, voted in favour of 

Carwyn Jones thereby denying Wood 
the First Minister position. Williams 
stated, when asked about her decision, 
that: “I was not re-elected to support a 
‘ragtag’ coalition made up of UKIP as-
sembly members.” � e current state of 
a� airs is the � rst time a deadlock has 
occurred and there is the possibility of 
another election being called due to 
the Government of Wales act 2006. “A 
First Minister must be elected within 
28 days of polling day or another 
election must be called.” � is gives 
the parties until June � rst to come 
to a solution. Talks between the par-
ties did take place on May 13th, with 
both Plaid and Labour announcing 
that they were both con� dent that the 
deadlock would be broken. However, 

Welsh Conservative leader Andrew 
RT Davies, talking with BBC Radio 
Wales, suggested that any Conserva-
tive support for Woods and her party 
would be dropped if a deal between 
the parties was not forthcoming. Mr 
Davies said that “We have an historic 
opportunity to break the mould in 
Wales… but this will only be pos-
sible with clear enthusiasm from 
others, should such ambition not be 
shown, Welsh Conservatives will not 
be minded to repeat our actions from 
Wednesday’s vote.”Talks between the 
parties continue, with the parties hop-
ing to reach an agreement before June 
1st, otherwise another election will be 
required. 

Welsh Assembly Elections: May 2016
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The election watchdog is set to 
take the Conservative party 
to court over claims that it 

breached spending rules. � e party 
is being investigated by police due to 
claims that they have misallocated 
spending during their 2015 elec-
tion campaign. � e investigation was 
raised by a Channel 4 News investiga-
tion team as they claimed they have 
“Uncovered receipts that show that 
the Conservative party spent money 
allocated as party campaigning, which 
should have been assigned as candi-
date spending.” � e receipts suggest 
that in several key constituencies the 
amount spent would have edged can-
didates over their spending limits. � e 

di� erence between party campaign 
spending and Candidate spending are 
stated by the Electoral Commission 
as; “Party campaign spending on cam-
paigning to promote the party and its 
policies generally. For example, na-
tional newspaper adverts for the party, 
or lea� ets explaining party policy. It 
also includes spending on promoting 
candidates at elections where the party 
nominates a list of candidates for a re-
gion, instead of individual candidates 
for local areas.Candidate spending on 
campaigning to promote a particular 
candidate or candidates in their local 
area. For example, lea� ets or websites 
that focus on one or more candidates 
and their views.”� e allegations are 

centred on the Conservatives use 
of “Battle bus” which travelled the 
country visiting seats that the party 
was targeting. � e Channel 4 team 
claimed that the receipts suggested 
that more the £38,000 was spent, 
spread out over 29 di� erent constitu-
encies and that 24 of those constituen-
cies would have gone past their local 
spending limit. 22 of those constitu-
encies were won by the Conservatives 
at the General Election. Additional 
claims are being made in relation to 
the Conservatives failing to declare 
nearly £100,000 during by elections 
in Rochester and Strood, Clacton-on-
Sea and Newark-upon-Trent in 2014. 
To enable themselves to fully investi-

gate these claims the Electoral Com-
mission has had to take the Conserva-
tives to court in order to force them to 
hand over key documents. � e Com-
mission stated that “If parties under 
investigation do not comply with our 
requirements for the disclosure of 
relevant material in reasonable time 
and a� er su�  cient opportunity to do 
so, the commission can seek recourse 
through the courts. We are today ask-
ing the court to require the party to 
fully disclose the documents and in-
formation we regard as necessary to 
e� ectively progress our investigation 
into the party’s campaign spending 
returns.”In response to the claims be-
ing put against the Conservatives, a 

party Spokesperson declared “CHQ 
campaigned across the country for the 
return of a Conservative government. 
Such campaigning would be part of 
the national return, not local return, 
as the Electoral Commission has said. 
As is apparent from our national re-
turn, the party declared expenditure 
related to our CCHQ-organised battle 
bus. However due to administrative 
error it omitted to declare the accom-
modation costs of those using the ve-
hicles.” � e consequences, if the party 
is found guilty, could be a maximum 
penalty of a year in jail, or � nes. � e 
investigations into election spending 
is ongoing.

Tories Face Court Over Spending Breach

Thursday May 12th saw the 
Anti-Corruption Summit take 
place in London. � e summit 

aimed to discover new ways to com-
bat global corruption, which is esti-
mated to cost the world £2.5 trillion. 
� e Summit brought several world 
leaders and leading businessmen to-
gether to agree practical steps to “ex-

pose corruption so there is nowhere 
to hide; punish the perpetrators and 
support those a� ected by corruption; 
drive out the culture of corruption 
wherever it exists.” Prime Minister 
David Cameron’s aim was to “step up 
global action to expose, punish and 
drive out corruption in all walks of 
life.”  In his opening speech the Brit-

ish Prime Minister warned foreign 
companies that “they will be required 
to disclose their ownership,” which is 
just one of a number of measures that 
are aimed at cleaning up London as 
an “international centre for money 
laundering.” As a result of the sum-
mit eleven countries, including Ber-
muda, the Isle of Man, and UAE will 

join the now 29 strong group, where 
lists of bene� cial owners are drawn 
up and shared between governments, 
but not publicly. Britain, Afghanistan, 
France, the Netherlands, Nigeria and 
Kenya have all agreed to publish reg-
isters of who really owns companies 
in their territories, a so-called register 
of bene� cial ownership, the Guardian 

has claimed. Several other countries 
including Australia are expected to 
consider joining. � e US did not sign 
up to the pledge to share registers of 
bene� cial ownership, although Da-
vid Cameron has claimed that he will 
continue to push for Americans to be 
more accountable.

Former London Mayor Boris 
Johnson has come under in-
tense criticisms for comparing 

the EU and Nazi Dictator Adolf Hit-
ler. Hilary Benn led the criticisms stat-
ing that Johnson had lost his “moral 
compass” and that these remarks were 
“o� ensive and desperate”. Johnson 
made the link in an interview with the 

Sunday Telegraph saying that “� e 
past 2,000 years of European history 
had been dominated by doomed at-
tempts to unify the continent under 
a single government to recreate the 
golden age’ of the Romans.” He con-
tinued by stating “Napoleon, Hitler, 
various people tried this out, and it 
ended tragically. � e EU is an attempt 

to do this by di� erent methods,” the 
former London mayor continued 
with “� ere is no underlying loyalty 
to the idea of Europe. � ere is no sin-
gle authority that anybody respects or 
understands, that is causing this mas-
sive democratic void.” Shadow foreign 
secretary Hilary Benn argued “Leave 
campaigners have lost the economic 

arguments and now they are losing 
their moral compass. A� er the hor-
ror of the Second World War, the EU 
helped to bring an end to centuries 
of con� ict in Europe, and for Boris 
Johnson to make this comparison is 
both o� ensive and desperate.” For-
mer cabinet minister Yvette Cooper 
accused Johnson of “Trying to liken 

the institution that has kept peace on 
our continent for decades with Hitler, 
who pursued the genocide of millions 
of innocent people. All because he is 
desperately seeking headlines for a 
desperate campaign.” 

� e European referendum takes 
place on June 23rd

London 2016 Anti Corruption Summit

Boris Compares the EU to Adolf Hitler
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CARS OF THE NEW AGE
In this changing world we are ex-

periencing a transition in the way 
we live our lives and perceive our 

surrounding. Cars, namely combus-
tion engine cars, being essentially 
the invention of the late 19th - early 
20th century have started to struggle 
with adapting to the current times. 
Environmental law is getting stricter 
every year and the deception devices 
of Volkswagen and more recently 
Mitsubishi’s falsi� ed fuel data is show-
ing that fossil fuel cars will not be able 
to cope with the new requirements for 
much longer. Sadly for some, the purr-
ing sound of petrol car cylinders will 
inevitably give way to nearly soundless 
electric car batteries, like a noisy idler 
being dismissed in favor of calm eager 
beaver. But these times are still in the 
future. Petrol cars are yet to be ousted 
from the throne and Bugatti Veyron is 
still doing 10 miles per gallon, Jeremy 
Clarkson is allowed to breath and 
Cadillac is not yet bankrupt. So how 
is the shi�  going to happen? Are we 
going to have to wait for some major 
carmaker to smack themselves in the 
head with another fuel emissions scan-
dal or are they going to be simply out-
competed by plug-in electric and hy-
drogen fuel cell cars? Both is possible 
but probably the latter.

Continuous advancements in the in-
dustry is pushing the envelope in the 
science of engineering more sustain-
able vehicles and the market for these 
cars is growing at an impressive rate. 
� ere are now around 67,000 plug-in 
cars on UK roads compared to 3,500 in 
2013. � e most prominent electric car 
manufacturer is undoubtedly Tesla. 
Its powerful emergence is marking a 
change in perception of electric vehi-
cles from boring and slow to fashion-
able and fast. � e recent unveiling of 
the new, more a� ordable Tesla Model 
3 was followed by remarkable 400,000 

paid reservations. All for a car that you 
will get your hands on only by 2018. 
Tesla is currently building a new giga-
factory dedicated to producing lith-
ium-ion batteries used in their cars. 
� is enormous factory is the world’s 
largest building by physical area and 
is planned to double the production of 
lithium-ion batteries globally. � e re-
sult of this is going to be cheaper elec-
tric cars and therefore more buyers.

At the moment, Japanese manufac-
turers are ahead of the competition 
in terms of sales. Toyota has sold over 
� ve million of their Prius’s, which 
is more than 60 per cent of the total 
number of hybrids sold since 1997. 
Toyota is now exploring the market 
with its hydrogen fuel cell car Mirai 
which ambitiously translates from 
Japanese to future. Mirai has a range 
of 500 km on a full tank with a fuel 
economy of 66 miles per gallon and 
calculated to have an annual fuel cost 
of US $1250. Hydrogen fuel cell cars 
are thought to be a potential alterna-
tive to plug-in electric cars as hydro-
gen cars are much quicker to re� ll, 
around eight minutes, compared to 
30 minutes (to 80%) at fast charging 
stations for electric cars. Nevertheless, 
hydrogen � lling up stations are very 
few and need a certain boost in infra-
structure development.

Another Japanese carmaker - Nissan, 
is the producer of the highest selling 
all-electric car. Nissan Leaf (which 
stands for leading environmentally-
friendly a� ordable family car, no com-
ments…) has been sold to over 220,000 
customers worldwide as of April. 
Leaf ’s main competitor is Chevrolet 
with its plug-in hybrid Volt. Chevrolet 
has been moving quick towards get-
ting a � rm grip in this emerging mar-
ket. � e new generation of Chevrolet 
Volt, scheduled to start being deliv-
ered in 2017 is the main competitor 
for Tesla’s Model 3. What makes this 
Chevrolet outstanding is its range of 

about 700 km on a full charge. � is 
car is certainly an attempt to change 
the view of electric cars as being un-
usable for long-range traveling and the 
practice has started to show that they 
might be right as the high-end elec-
trics can do more than 200 miles on a 
single charge combined with an out-
standing growth of fast charging sta-
tions around the world. Additionally, 
a survey of over a 100,000 participants 
in the US showed that the average 
daily commute distance is about 14 
miles, with 95 per cent traveling less 
than 40 miles. Considering that an av-
erage electric car range is about 40-100 
miles per charge, electric cars are al-
ready quite capable to satisfy the needs 
of the majority.

Now, exciting news are not only 
coming from the abroad, there is in 
fact a small but promising Welsh com-
pany called Riversimple which aims 
to revolutionize the way we use cars. 
� is company is manufacturing a new 
hydrogen fuel cell electric car - Rasa. 
Here’s some facts from the company’s 
FAQ:

• � e Rasa is designed from a clean 
sheet of paper to run on hydrogen and 
has a completely di� erent architecture 
to conventional cars. Tailor-making 
the Rasa has allowed the use of an 
8.5kW hydrogen fuel cell rather than 
the 85+kW cells used by all other hy-
drogen vehicles, without compromis-
ing the performance of the car.

• At 40gCO2/km, the Rasa has the 
lowest carbon emissions for any vehi-
cle ‘well-to-wheel’.

• Riversimple is the � rst to adopt 
a circular service-based ownership 
model, which rewards longevity, ef-
� ciency and recovery of value at end 
of life, with no actual product for sale.

• Riversimple is the world’s � rst pri-
vate producer of hydrogen fuel cell 
vehicles.

• � e arrival of the company’s Rasa 
engineering prototype in 2016, sees 

Riversimple take a hydrogen-powered 
urban commuter car from the labora-
tory to the road in only 8 years.

“When the vehicle is in motion, 
hydrogen passes through the small 
8.5kW fuel cell (the size currently 
used in forkli�  trucks, equivalent to 
11hp), where it combines with oxygen 
to form water and electricity to drive 
the motors positioned in each of the 
four wheels. More than 50% of the ki-
netic energy produced under braking 
is recovered and turned into electricity 
to provide the marginal extra power 
for acceleration via a bank of lithium 
super-capacitors. At around 40g CO2/
km, the Riversimple car has the low-
est carbon emissions for any vehicle 
‘well-to-wheel’.”

What is particularly interesting 
about this company is its business 
model. “Riversimple will o� er the car 
to motorists through its unique “sale 
of service” model. For a � xed monthly 
fee and mileage allowance, similar in 
expenditure to leasing and running 
a new family-sized hatchback, the 
company will cover all repair, main-
tenance, insurance and fuel expenses. 
Customers will never actually buy the 

car and experience the burden of de-
preciation; they will simply exchange 
or return it at the end of the owner-
ship period. On being returned, the 
cars will be updated, refurbished and 
o� ered to further customers during 
their 15 year life, with as much value 
(increasing over the years) as possible 
recovered and re-used at the end of 
life” 

According to Hugo Spowers, found-
er of the company, this way of selling 
cars aligns customers’ interests with 
the producers’, keeping the indus-
try within the means of sustainable 
development. � is is one of the new 
approaches that is built upon environ-
mental awareness as opposed to the 
early 20th century model where re-
sources seemed to be in� nite and con-
sequence-free. Riversimple’s core phi-
losophy is to “pursue, systematically, 
the elimination of the environmental 
impact of personal transport” and it 
seems that more and more businesses 
are likely to integrate some form of 
this ethos.
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The conflict at sea

Since man � rst set sail at sea, 
tales of oceanic giants have been 
passed from generation to gen-

eration.  � e legend of the great sperm 
whale, Moby Dick, is an infamous sto-
ry that everyone has heard.  Yet tales 
like these are hard to come by in the 
modern world as whales are increas-
ingly killed before they reach such rare 
and monstrous sizes. 

A severed whale head was all that 
was remained of a sperm whale calf 

found washed ashore a Tenerife beach 
in 1995, its gender unknown.  Just like 
this animal, Moby Dick was once a 
small calf too, but unfortunately life 
in the ocean today is just as danger-
ous, despite the signi� cant reduction 
in whaling. To reach the 52�  average 
length of a male sperm whale is chal-
lenging enough, we’ll never know if 
the calf washed ashore could have 
grown to the size of mythical legends 
such as Moby Dick. 

Whaling still takes place in some 
countries, such as Norway, Japan and 
Iceland, however, the vast majority 
have agreed to an international mora-
torium established in 1986, which 
aimed to reduce commercial whaling. 
Harpoons were the greatest threat to 
whales before 1986, and if they could 
be avoided then large whales, such as 
the one that inspired Herman Melville 
could prosper. 

As a result of whaling, many whale 
species were exploited to the brink of 
extinction. � erefore, it could be ar-
gued that since the moratorium whales 
are in a safer environment.  However, 
it was not a harpoon that killed the calf 
that washed ashore Tenerife, it was a 
collision with a ship.  Despite the mor-
atorium, we have allowed the death of 
whales to continue, although this time, 
indirectly of our actions. 

Whales living today are threatened 

with a huge variety of issues such as 
whaling, micro-plastics, harmful � sh-
ing practices, ghost nets (old or bro-
ken � shing nets that still catch � sh 
underwater), scarcity of food due to 
our enormous consumption of � sh 
stocks and ship collisions. � e ex-
tent of ship collision mortalities is 
not clearly known, as individuals that 
wash ashore only account for a small 
fraction of the total number of whales 
killed by ships each year.

� e western parts of the North 
Atlantic Ocean is home to a fragile 
population of around 300 North-
Atlantic right whales. � ey su� ered 
greatly during the whaling years as 
people o� en referred to them as the 
‘right’ whales to hunt for their large 
yields of blubber and their slow mov-
ing lifestyle. Right whales were so 
heavily hunted that they are no longer 
found in the Bay of Biscay. It became 
illegal to hunt them in 1937, around 
50 years before the international 
moratorium. Populations have strug-
gled to recover, it is thought that ship 
collisions and commercial � shing are 
largely to blame. 

Between 1970 and 1999, 45 dead 
right whales were recorded in the 
western North Atlantic.  About third 
of the mortalities were caused by ship 
collisions due to the right whales slow 
and coastal routines. � ese � gures 
show the extent at which ship colli-
sions can stop fragile whale popula-
tions from recovering. Furthermore, it 
must not be forgotten, these recorded 
fatalities are only a small portion of the 
number of whales harmed or killed by 
ship collisions.

89 per cent of collisions, in which the 
whale was seriously injured or killed, 
happens at speeds of 14 knots or more.  
It is only in the last couple of decades 
that technology has allowed ships to 
achieve these speeds, directly corre-
sponding with the increase in con� ict 
between whales and ships. � is high-
lights the need for research to deci-
pher whale-hotspots (such as feeding 
and breeding grounds) so care can be 
taken to reduce ship speeds in them, or 
avoid them completely. 

A tracking study was carried out on 
nine Northern right whales to get a 
better understanding of their behav-
iours and movements. It found that the 
distribution of the whales conforms 
to areas extensively used by humans 
for � shing, shipping and recreation. 
Whilst three of the tagged whales le�  
the tagging area and travelled 2,000 
km or more before returning, all of the 
tagged whales were located at some 
point in or near shipping lanes.  � is 
just goes to show how whales are being 
forced to coexist with loud, fast mov-
ing ships encroaching upon their feed-
ing grounds.

� ere is still a vast amount we can 
learn about the whales on our planet 
and how they react to our actions in 
their oceans.  � ere is some evidence 
that suggests whales are changing the 
pitch of their calls to each other, in or-
der to be heard over the engines of our 
ships, which demonstrates how they 
are desperately trying to adapt to their 
ever changing environment.  Nations 
around the world need to recognise 
the signi� cant damage ships can have 
on whales and must take precautions 

to reduce impacts. 
Speed restrictions are in place in 

parts of the western North Atlantic 
Ocean to try to reduce collisions with 
the critically endangered Northern 
right whales. Unfortunately, speed re-
strictions are not popular with ship-
ping companies and governments, as 
they slow shipping times down and 
could cost companies in the long term.  
All the same if something as simple 
as slowing down can help to conserve 
the great whales of our oceans, then 
we need to lobby our governments to 
do so and then maybe one day we will 
again hear spine tingling tales of enor-
mous whales roaming the high seas, 
just like Moby Dick. 

by ZAK MAYNARD
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Can you give a brief overview of 
your shark deterrent?

In the very late eighties / early nine-
ties, our previous CEO, Graham Char-
ter, hit on the idea of trying to repel 
sharks by means of utilizing electric-
ity in the water. It grew from an in-
house little experiment, getting big-
ger and bigger and we started hiring 
experts. It culminated in 2014/2015 
with the experiment in Glencairn. 
A full-scale deterrent device was 
deployed there and activated for al-
most seven months. Sadly, no white 
sharks pitched up. What we’re trying 
to achieve is to deter sharks from 
their natural movement into bathing 
areas by use of electricity. It sounds 
horri� c and scary, but actually the 
electricity we’re putting into the 
water is not what we get out of the 
wall plugs. It’s far reduced and we 
know that sharks have this extra sen-
sory system so they’re more sensitive 
than us when it comes to electricity. 
An analogy I use when explaining 
this to people: sitting in front of a � re, 
if you get too close and uncomfort-
able, you move away. 

So that’s what it is for the sharks, 
they can swim towards it and then 
decide for itself to move away when 
it gets too uncomfortable. What 
we’ve seen to date here in Mossel 
Bay has been very exciting. Thanks 
to Oceans Research, your crew, your 
boat, your equipment etc, who we 
couldn’t have conducted this experi-
ment without, we managed to test 
a small version of the device. The 
animals did engage with the device, 
which, as a smaller version gives o�  a 
smaller range than a full-scale device 
like the one deployed at Glencairn. 
All the reactions we saw from the 

sharks was very positive. We’re very 
con� dent that we can move to the 
next step. All the wishes we have had 
for the last 20 years have culminated 
in Mossel Bay. It’s really very reward-
ing to see this and I’m very con� dent 
that this device can be utilized as 
an environmentally friendly way of 
dealing with shark interactions with 
humans, compared to what we cur-
rently use.

What is this di� erence between 
this kind of device and others cur-
rently available?

Shark Shield, a product that’s of-
fered just now, is actually Shark’s 
Board technology. It was originally 
known as The Pod. When we started 
in those days, we could have worked 
on a personal unit or we could have 
looked at an area barrier. We de-
cided to start with a personal unit 
as we thought it would be easier. 
That progressed from the Pod when 
we went into partnership with the 
Australians, who currently market it 
as Shark Shield and it’s used around 
the world.  The way a pulse is deliv-
ered into the water is the unique 

thing about it. What we have done 
with the area barrier, this big-scale 
device, is kept the signal the same, 
but increased the power slightly. The 
power density of the delivered signal 
has gone up because of the way it’s 
been deployed over greater distanc-
es. It’s a very simple electronic pulse 
in the water. To attenuate the signal 
is very di�  cult and this is where we 
think we have the upper hand with 
this. The other devices on the mar-
ket have a much reduced signal and 
sometimes their frequencies are dif-
ferent, in most cases they are, and 
the power is far less. 

What was the di� erence between 
testing the device with white 
sharks in Glencairn, and Mossel 
Bay? 

Mossel Bay is the ideal test site. Ide-
al conditions and an abundance of 
white sharks here at this time of year. 
That’s the comparison with Glencairn 
where we didn’t record one white 
shark sighting even though we had 
cameras � lming the site from sun-
rise to sunset every day for seven 
months. All we got there were four 
copper sharks, a couple of skates and 

rays, plus dolphins and seals. Here 
we got to work with white sharks 
from the � rst day. 

How quickly could these replace 
shark nets and drumlines?

Let’s be realistic. The nets that are in 
Kwazulu-Natal not only catch white 
sharks, but other species of sharks. 
We haven’t tested this technology 
on sharks such as tiger sharks and 
bull sharks that are in the three top 
species we worry about. What I per-
sonally would like to see is a full-
scale device being implemented 
and monitored for a year or two in 
an area known for sharks, and then 
decisions can be made. The decision 
doesn’t lie with us as we’re a govern-
ment department, so the decision 
would lie with the government to 
move the project forward.

Well it’s certainly moving in the 
right direction from what we’ve 
seen. Would a big demand or not 
much demand for the device make 
a di� erence in terms of applying it 
to other areas?

The Kwa-Zulu Natal Sharks Board 
has a mandate to only work in the 
Kwa-Zulu Natal region. If another 

province approached us about get-
ting the device, and it was up and 
running already, then we would 
say it is an option. The demand will 
always come down to � nances. En-
vironmentalists will be all for the 
device, but � nanciers might not be. 
If you look at areas such as Western 
Australia where they’ve deployed an 
eco-barrier, some people are for it 
and some are against it. We need to 
be realistic. If there’s a shark incident 
suddenly everyone is all for the de-
vice, but then a year later everyone 

has forgotten about it.

Other than repelling sharks, do 
you have any personal measure-
ment of the project’s success?

We’ve had a lot of interest from 
companies and also from people 
who want to get involved and bring 
their ideas to the table. 

If businesses are approaching you 
that’s a sign they think there will be 
a demand for it. I hope so.

If we talk about shark conserva-
tion, would you say this project 
has been an achievement, or how 
would you measure it? I know it’s a 
touchy subject.

The Shark’s Board have a mandate 
from the government to look at 
any other research that would ben-
e� t both humans and the animals 
involved. So this is something we’ve 
been driving. We’ve looked at drum 
lines and dolphin pingers, but this 
technology is something that we’ve 
clung onto and persevered with. 
I’d like to think that after all this ef-
fort that’s gone into it, there will be 
merit in it and it will de� nitely con-
tribute towards the environment.  

So, you get to a stage where 
the system has successfully been 
rolled out worldwide… what’s 
next for you?

I’ve been on this project for a long 
time and people have come and 
gone, but there’s been a huge team 
involved in this. Everyone in the 
Sharks Board that’s been involved 
is going to have a feeling of per-
sonal satisfaction. Our CEO Mthoko 
Radebe needs to be thanked for his 
trust in the team and for driving this 
project to where we are today, Gra-
ham Charter has been integral in this 
project. Jeremy Cli�  was an absolute 
rock throughout as was Mark Ander-
son Reed from an operation point of 
view. All the � eld sta�  that have as-
sisted me over the years, our South 
African Space Agency and all the 
professors and scientists from there, 
The Institute for Maritime Technon-
ology (IMT) and their passion for the 
project and critical input, everyone 
that’s been involved in this project 
hasn’t seen it as work as yet. It’s been 
a challenge to them.  So when eve-
ryone sees the results there will be 
smiles all round. Oceans Research 
can smile too as they played an im-
portant part in it. I would certainly 
love to see this rolled out and uti-
lized, even if it’s just on a small scale. 
When that day comes we can sit back 
with a beer and smile and ask what’s 
next? 

Will you be back in Mossel Bay?

Absolutely. You have everything 
here. For white sharks, even though 
I’ve spent a lot of time in Gansbaai, 
there’s no comparison.

Paul and the Oceans Research � eld 
specialists and interns watched 52 
great white sharks approach the 
pulsing cable in the four-week trial, 
which � nished with a 100 per cent 
success rate in repelling sharks. 

For information on Oceans Re-
search and their internship op-
portunities visit: www.oceans-re-
search.com

MOSSEL BAY, APRIL 2016:  PAUL VON BLERK SPECIALIZES IN ELECTRONIC SHARK REPELLENTS WITH THE KWAZULU-NATAL 
SHARKS BOARD MARITIME CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE. HE’S WORKED WITH THE SHARK’S BOARD FOR 34 YEARS, AND FOR THE 
LAST COUPLE OF DECADES, HE’S DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO CREATING AND TESTING AN ALTERNATIVE, ECO-FRIENDLY SYSTEM 

THAT KEEPS BOTH BATHERS AND SHARKS SAFE. THROUGHOUT APRIL, OCEANS RESEARCH ASSISTED PAUL IN TESTING AN 
ELECTRONIC DEVICE ON OUR MOSSEL BAY WHITE SHARKS, WITH INCREDIBLE RESULTS.

INTERVIEW: PAUL VON BLERK 

I’M VERY CONFIDENT THAT THIS DEVICE CAN BE 
UTILIZED AS AN ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 
WAY OF DEALING WITH SHARK INTERACTIONS 

WITH HUMANS...

IF BUSINESSES ARE APPROACHING YOU, THAT’S 
A SIGN THEY THINK THERE WILL BE A DEMAND 

FOR IT.

PROJECT SPECIALIST, KWAZULU-NATAL SHARKS BOARD



13May  Issue 2016 | Seren

SLTA and Course Rep Awards 2016
It was the 5th annual SLTA ceremo-

ny on Friday 29th April; an evening 
to celebrate the high standard of 

teaching and pastoral support in 
Bangor University. Nominations have 
more than doubled since last year 
which goes to show that more and 

more students are recognising the 
importance of the quality od teach-
ing and their education. 

Of the 700 nominations, we have 
seen academics and non-academics 
nominated for their hard work in the 
University over the 13 categories. 

Unlike other years there were two 
special recognition awards in 2016.

A special recognition award went 
to the late senior English Literature 
lecturer, Dr Stephen Colclough. The 
University were deeply saddened by 
the sudden passing of Dr Colclough 

in October 2015. We will remember 
Dr Colclough for his great energy 
and his dedication to teaching and a 
fantastic member of sta� .

Lydia Richardson the VP Education 
and Welfare in the Union and one of 
the organisers of the evening said 

‘The SLTA’s are a fantastic experience 
to be a part of. The awards celebrates 
the partnership that sta�  and Stu-
dents have and it should be some-
thing that every University should 
strive for’.

WINNERS...
Promotion of Welsh Medium Education
Outstanding Pastoral Support
Dissertation & Thesis Supervisor
Fantastic Feedback
Innovation Award
International Award
New Teacher Award
Postgraduate Teacher of the Year
Student Services Department
Unsung Hero Award
Wildcard Award
Teacher of the Year
Support Sta�  Member of the Year

Edith Gruber
Sian Beidas
Nathalie Fenner
Katherine Jones
Christian Dunn
Wyn Thomas
Marc Bouillon
Connor McCarron

Rosie Anthony
Lucy Huskinson
Aled Williams
Sioned Davies

Modern Languages
Modern Languages

SBS
SBS
SBS

Music
Chemistry

Ocean Sciences 
Money Support 

SENRGy 
Philosophy 

Education
Social ScienceAled Williams

Edith Gruber Rosie Anthony

Lucy Huskinson

Christian DunnChristian Dunn
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We’re looking for volunteers to help 
us with our EU Campaign. In the 
Union election in March, 81% of the 
students who voted, voted to remain in 
the EU. Following the results, the SU 
Team have come up with a campaign 
to get the student message across that 
we want to stay in the EU. 

If you are interested in helping us, 
please e-mail mark.stanley@ban-
gorstudents.com from your Bangor 
University e-mail account and we’ll let 
you know what part you can play in 
the campaign. 

EU 
Referendum 

Volunters

At the beginning of every academic 
year we ask returning students to 
help welcome new students to Bangor 
University. During Welcome Week ap-
proximately 3000 students will move 
into University Halls of Residence, the 
majority of which are new students.

Our aim is to recruit as many SU 
Heroes as possible to help make the 
transition of moving into Halls of 
Residence as smooth as possible. 
With your help we can help students 
by carrying boxes and suitcases, pro-
vide a warm welcome and share local 
knowledge.

SU Heroes are also asked to help out 
with the running of Students’ Union 
events during Welcome Week. � ese 
include the stewarding of Serendipity 
and encouraging students to attend 
SU events held at Academic, Bar UNO 
and across the University Campus.

If you have any questions about 
becoming an SU Hero please email 
SVB@bangorstudents.com. Register 
online on 

To register, please visit the SU home 
page www.bangorstudents.com

SU 
Heros

We are looking for current Bangor 
students who are 1st language Welsh 
or English, who are returning in 
September, to take part in our China 
campus pen pal project. Students par-
ticipating in the scheme are expected 
to write 2 - 3 times a month to Students 
from China that will be coming over to 
Bangor to continue with their studies 
in September.  

If you are interested, please get in 
touch with danielle.barnard@bangor-
students.com 

Pen Pal 
Project

Summer Sessions; Coming Soon!

Staying in Bangor over the sum-
mer? � e Union has plenty of 
activities planned for all students 

that will remain in Bangor over the 
summer! � e Summer Sessions will 
run over July and August and consists 

of 4 days per week dedicated to ac-
tivities. Tuesday nights will be sports 
night in Brailsford. Wednesdays will 
be dedicated to outdoor activities 
such as scuba diving, kayak and sail-
ing amongst other activities. We like 

to let our hair down on Friday evening 
and host � lm nights and social nights. 
Saturdays are the days for cultural ac-
tivities. Last year we visited such places 
as Penrhyn Castle, Beaumaris and the 
slate museums, we hope to go further 

a� eld this year.
Any student can join us and most 

activities are free of charge with some 
costs on the Saturday cultural activi-
ties. Look out for information on our 
Webpage and social media pages.



15Seren | May  Issue 2016

UNION
EU Elections: stay or go?
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Bangor University Womens Cricket Club
Despite Bangor University 

Women’s Cricket Club being 
one of the newest sports clubs 

to join the AU we have achieved great 
success in only one year. We started 
out as complete beginners with the 
majority of our team not even know-
ing the correct way to hold a bat. Some 
of the men’s team were brave enough 
to take on the challenge of coaching 
us. � is, combined with our enthu-
siasm has enabled us to con� dently 
enter into the BUCS league this sea-
son. Our � rst ever match was against 
York, whilst we lost the match we con-
tinued to play late into the a� ernoon. 

� is was the � rst opportunity for our 
team to put into practice what we have 
learnt over the last 9 months. We were 
admired by our opposition and the 
umpire for our continued enthusiasm 
and support for one another. One 
thing that we have also learnt from the 
cricket season so far is that you cannot 
rely on the weather, this has meant that 
so far York has been our only game. 
However, we have scheduled matches 
against She�  eld, She�  eld Hallam and 
Lancaster. In addition to this we had 
hoped to participate in Varsity this 
year however the weather was not on 
our side and our match was rained o� , 

despite this disappointment we turned 
out in force to support the other teams 
that were competing. Outside of the 
season we train at Normal Site whilst 
on the run up to the season we are able 
to take full advantage of the spectacu-
lar views from Bethesda Cricket Club. 
At training sessions, we work on our 
batting, bowling and � elding tech-
nique with guidance from our coaches 
and usually have a little game at the 
end for fun. We have also been at-
tending the Bethesda Women’s Cricket 
training on a Sunday morning from 
11-12 for some additional practice. 
In addition to this we have shown our 

dedication by participating in other 
sporting events throughout the year, 
such as Strictly Come Bangor and the 
February netball tournament. We have 
managed to form a good relationship 
with the men’s team and as a group 
have really gelled with each other, we 
o� en have joint socials with the men 
and have organised events such as our 
Christmas meal together as well as fun 
events including mixed cricket match-
es. We now also spend time together 
outside of cricket, with group meals, 
trips to the beach and even attend-
ing some of the men’s matches when 
possible. In recognition of this con-

tinued enthusiasm the Athletic Union 
awarded us the Steve Connor Spirit of 
the AU award at the AU Dinner, which 
was a monumental achievement. We 
are an enthusiastic and friendly team 
and wish to welcome all new players in 
the next academic year, whether you 
are a complete beginner or an expe-
rienced player we would love to have 
you as part of our team. If you are in-
terested in joining, please join our Fa-
cebook page ‘Bangor Women’s Crick-
et’. We also have a very active twitter 
account (@BangorWCC) where you 
can keep up to date with our progress 
this season.

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf is a 
new venture in theatre for the Bangor 
English Drama Society, a move away 
from traditional theatre like Shake-
speare and moving into modern the-
atre styles. This is a story about truth 
and illusion, sex and power, love and 

love lost.  Set in 1950’s America, we 
seek to highlight how people can de-
scend so far into lies, just to create a 
truth they feel is worth living. 

Many actors and actresses have 
worked incredibly hard to tell you 
this story, one which is both enter-

taining and highly thought provok-
ing. The show has been one of the 
greatest challenges that I, as a di-
rector, have had to create and it will 
show in the � nal product this Friday 
and Saturday – 7:00 Pontio Studio. 
(18+)

The Bangor English Drama Society 
has created many great shows this 
year, such as The Importance of Be-
ing Earnest, Sense and Sensibility 
and Much Ado about Nothing. This 
show is our � nal one for this year, 
and one which the entire society has 

backed. We have tech teams, produc-
ers, directors and actors working to-
gether through long hours to bring 
you these shows. We love the art we 
create, and we hope you do too.

B.E.D.S
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ZOOSOC 
SOCIETY OF THE YEAR

INDIAN SOCIETY 
BEST NEW SOCIETY & 
ACHIEVEMENT OF THE YEAR

BRASS BAND
COMMUNITY AWARD

FEMINIST SOCIETY
CAMPAIGN OF THE YEAR

POKEMON, BAWLS, BUGL & SCI-FI
COLLABORATIVE EVENT OF THE YEAR

SOCIETY AWARDS 2016

CHECK OUT ALL THE PHOTOS AND WINNERS 
ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: 

@SERENBANGOR
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SNAP BANGOR
THE BEST OF BANGOR UNI SNAPCHAT 
Like many other universities in the UK, Bangor prides itself on having its own ‘o�  cial’ Snapchat Facebook 

page. From halls to 3rd year homes and debauchery to dissertations it’s become the dumping ground of drunken 
sel� es, student cooking and poor decisions, o� ering a unique view of life at Bangor University. 
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                                                                 SNAP BANGOR 

https://www.facebook.com/Bangor-Uni-Snapchat

Follow Bangor Uni Snapchat on Snapchat: The individual behind the page wishes to stay anonymous and is 
rapidly becoming Bangor’s Banksy, but in Snapchat form. 

Currently with over 7,000 photos and videos on the website, it 
looks like Bangor Uni Snapchat will be around for a while yet...

Or on Facebook



AD
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR WINNERS:
NOMINATED & VOTED 
FOR BY  YOU:

BANGOR’S MOST STUDENT 

FRIENDLY & BEST PUB

BEST LOCAL BUSINESS & 
BEST RESTAURANT

2016

BANGOR’S FAVOURITE BUSINESS



AD
BEST TATTOO SHOP

BEST SUPERMARKET

BEST HAIR/BEAUTY

BEST HIGH STREET

BEST CLUB

BEST TAKEOUT

BEST TAXIS
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MUSIC
by FINNIAN SHARDLOW

How did A� airs all start?
A� airs all started back in Hull on 

the East Coast of England. I already 
met up with a guitarist (Dan) before 
everything really kicked o� . At � rst 
it was just me and him trying to 
do something a bit new but in an 
indie style. We took quite a lot of 
inspiration from Foals at the time, 
we wanted to write something a bit 
jangly and intricate. People will never 
hear that music now though. That’s 
gone! But basically, Dan returned to 
Hull University where he was doing 
his studies and he’d already started 
putting together a band with our 
bassist Jack. I then returned to Hull 
and met up with those guys again. 
They had already started writing 
new material, so it just felt right to 
carry on doing what I was doing with 
Dan with the input of Jack. That left 
us at the point where we needed a 
drummer and a singer. Drumming 
wise, it all fell into place, we put out 
an advertisement and we found our 
drummer (Michael) – whose strange 
sense of humour � tted into ours. Our 
singer (James), we actually found at 
an open mic evening singing ‘Daniel’ 
by Bat For Lashes. It seemed very 
� tting. So we tried him out. Then 
when we graduated, we all took the 
decision of: “Right, this is what we’re 
focusing on. Everything is going into 
this band.”

You’ve compared your early sound 
to Foals, did it take a while to � nd 
yourselves as a band?

Where we were based in Hull has a 
thriving a music scene. But we saw 
this gap and we wanted to � ll it with 
music that was a little bit di� erent. 
Incorporating synths, incorporating 
all these di� erent guitar styles rather 
than just hitting chords. We went 
down that route, sometimes we went 
a little bit too far. Things got a little 
bit too inaccessible at times. For us, 
we were just enjoying what we were 
doing and trying to write something 
fresh. We have grown up now. We’ve 
learned to be a lot less self-indulgent 
with what we put into tracks. Now 
we focus on what actually makes it 

a good track collectively. We used 
to put loads of unnecessary things 
in there which weren’t making the 
tracks any better. Our producer (Ed 
Buller) for the recent EP said to us: 
“You need to sift through a lot of stu�  
to get to the gold.” It’s sank in now, 
the key elements that are coming out 
� rst, they are the gold.

Was the sound you currently have 
a clear point where you wanted to 
go, or was it a slow process?

It was a di� erent process. It wasn’t 
something we were used to. Our 
writing style now has very much 
come from being in the studio with 
Ed Buller. He made us sit down 
and look at our tracks in a lot more 
detail. At � rst we thought: “Is this 
still us?” But thinking about it, it 

made everything so much more 
accessible. Also, purely from a 
performance side of things. Before 
we had to concentrate so much on 
the intricacies of everything, so it 
took away from how much we could 
put into the energy of the show. Now 
it’s stripped back, things are clearer. 
Bigger. Now we can really focus on 
the performance. That’s really shone 
through since we’ve got into this 
new, developed writing style.

Lots of reviewers say you pay 
homage to the 80s, is that 
intentional?

I wouldn’t say it’s a sought out 
intention to do so. There was a track 
that we released a few years back 
called ‘Contact’ which was very 80s 
in� uenced. Mainly, it’s down to the 
fact that it’s the music we heard 
when we were growing up. We heard 
all this stu�  from our parents. So, 
although we don’t think about it, 
it’s probably subconsciously going 

in and coming out the other end. 
Another thing is, especially with 
James, he does have a distinct vocal. 
When you listen to a lot of 80s music, 
it does have that darker, lower tone 
which was popular with a lot of 
singers. I can see why people bring 
it up, but it’s not something we’ve 
consciously done.

Quickly on the vocal, you can 
instantly pick up on it, how 
important is it within the music?

James is always a safe bet! When 
we’re writing, we’ll predominantly 
start with the instrumental. We try 
not to pigeonhole things. So say 
we’re writing a track, we try not 
to get too bogged down with the 
idea of: “Is this sounding like an 
A� airs track?” We’ve lost that worry 

because we know as soon as we 
put James’ voice on it, it instantly 
becomes an A� airs track. That’s one 
of the beautiful things about James’ 
voice to be honest. It’s recognisable. 

Obviously we write music to cater for 
what James is doing, but it’s never 
something we worry too much 
about.
On your debut EP ‘Stained Gold’ – 
how happy are the band with it?

Very happy. It’s currently premiered 
on Clash Magazine and it’s got 
some great feedback on there. On 
a production level and on a writing 
level, it’s a lot more polished. It 
sounds big. It sounds ballsy. Which 
are all things we’ve wanted from 
records in the past. It’s also a lot 
more accessible. I think you’re 
� ghting a losing battle if you make 
it really di�  cult to grab onto, which 
is maybe what we did in the past. It’s 
a route we’ve never gone down. We 
always wanted to write something 
really, really di� erent. We did that 
for quite a while, so we thought let’s 
try and write something a bit more 
accessible to people and to a wider 
audience. I think we’ve de� nitely 
achieved that.

Is there a climate in the industry 
to be massively experimental?

In a way, yes. In a way, no. I’d hope 
there are still bands out there that 
are going for something di� erent. 
Something that makes people step 
back and go: “What the hell was that?” 
If not, you end up with the same kind 
of stu�  coming out all the time. You’d 
think people will eventually get 
bored of that. I’d like to think the stu�  
we’re bringing out – even though 
it’s a bit more accessible – still has 
its unique qualities to it. Whether 
that be with James. Whether that be 
with really pushing the synths. Even 

though we’ve made our music more 
open to people. At the end of the day, 
we don’t want to be boring. We still 
put interesting elements into it that 
still make people think: “Yeah, I can 

sit down and listen to this.” That’s key 
really. So yes, I do really hope – for the 
entire music scene – that people are 
doing things di� erently. Eventually, it 
may creep across into the limelight 
and get more recognition.

When I listened to the EP, it was 
almost like a mini-album, did 
you want to make sure it was a 
consistent piece of work?

If we just jumbled a bunch of 
tracks together, you may as well buy 
a single. We wanted it to be a thing 
you can sit down, listen to in full and 
everything plays o�  each other. For 
example, ‘Runaway’ and ‘Play’ are 
currently in the set together because 
they feel like they � ow together. 
In our live sets, we’ll try and have a 
trough in the middle where it comes 
down a little bit. It gives people some 
breathing space and lets them wind 
down ready for a massive barrage at 
the end. We took the same approach 
with the EP. We have these bigger 
tracks towards the start and then the 
third track, ‘Out Of The Deep’, is more 
of a slow burner. We wanted to – I 
hate using this phrase – take people 
on a journey. We’re a big fan of trying 
to create an atmosphere. Create a 
feeling. Make someone feel a certain 
way.

In that, was there any main 
songwriting theme when you 
were making sure it all � owed?

No actually. Our songwriting – 
mainly from James and Jack – is 
mostly in� uenced by the world 
around us. So there was no � xed 
pattern of what we’re writing about. 

We’ve seen something that’s quite 
interesting and thought: “Let’s take 
that and make it into a track.” So the 
themes of the tracks are very varied. 
For instance, ‘Runaway’ is exploring 
youth, life without responsibilities 
and just living for that point in time. 
It’s masked in there somewhere. We 
try not to be too opaque when it 
comes to what we’re writing about. 
You’ve got ‘Play’, which is about a 
relationship that’s failing. Then you 
look at ‘Brothers’, which is based on 
a Tom Hardy � lm! That’s based on 
Warrior (2011). So we try and take 
in� uence from the world around us – 
books, � lms, anything really.  

You’ve mentioned your producer 
Ed Buller (produced Suede, White 
Lies, Pulp), how in� uential was he 
in the production process?

When we actually started drilling 
at the tracks, we both had a slightly 
di� erent view of where we should 
be going. But then again, this was 
the � rst time we’d been in that 
environment. Ed’s done this stu�  
before, this guy knows what he’s on 
about. It was a big learning curve 
for us. At times, disagreements 
occurred but it’s the creative � eld, 
it’s subjective. We always met in the 
middle, which resulted in the best of 
both worlds. He wanted to steer us 
in a direction that he thinks makes 
better music, which I’d agree with. 
Straight from the o� , he had ideas. 
He heard our demos for the tracks 
and was very keen start working on 
what we should change and what we 
should emphasise. In that sense, we 
were very open to his ideas because 
he seemed like he got it. At the end 
of the day, it’s made a really well 
produced record that we’re all really 
happy with.

I can de� nitely hear his in� uence 
when I listen to the tracks. If I’m sat in 
a bar one day and White Lies comes 
on and I hear the snare drum I think: 
“Yeah. That’s Ed.” I’ve come to know 
his sound and his way of producing.

What are the ambitions for A� airs, 
is there an album on the table?

We’re going back into the studio 
soon to track some new material 
we’ve done. Again, very much 
stronger tracks. We’re doing a tour 
towards the end of June, starting in 
the North of England and branching 
out after that. One of the things we 
really want to achieve at some point is 
to get into Europe. A lot of our friends 
that we’ve met in bands over the 
years have spoken so highly about 
it. The crowds are so responsive and 
appreciative out there, they seem 
to dig British indie bands for some 
reason. Then we want to hit up some 
bigger festivals, especially in Europe. 
We’re just steadily moving up at the 
moment.

On an album, we are looking into 
doing that. We’re going back into 
the studio, not to do an album at 
this moment, but the material is 
there. Our outlook on it is, we don’t 
just want to put ten tracks together 
and go: “There’s your album.” The EP 
works well as a body of music, we 
want the album to be like that but 
on another level. We want the time 
to be right for it. It de� nitely feels like 
it’s on the horizon. 

WE KNOW AS SOON AS WE PUT 
JAMES’ VOICE ON IT, IT INSTANTLY 

BECOMES AN AFFAIRS TRACK.

WE’VE LEARNED TO BE A LOT LESS 
SELF-INDULGENT. NOW WE FOCUS ON 

WHAT ACTUALLY MAKES A GOOD 
TRACK COLLECTIVELY.

LISTEN ON 87.7FM or online at stormfm.com THIS IS STORM

INTERVIEW WITH
LIAM
FROM A FAIRSF
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Radiohead are a band 
distinguished by their 
innovative, constantly evolving 

musical output. When comparing 
any Radiohead album, for instance 
‘Pablo Honey’ (1993) - an alternate 
rock album with a hint of grunge 
thrown in to the mix - with the 
album ‘Amnesiac’ (2001) - a largely 
experimental, jazz infused electronic 
album - you’d be forgiven for thinking 
they’re di� erent bands. Aside from 
the haunting voice provided by 
Thom Yorke (rated by Rolling Stone 
to be the 66th greatest singer of all 
time) there are very few similarities. 
This is a rarity in any band, possibly 

because of creative restrictions put 
on to them by the record industry. 
Experimental music doesn’t go 
down well with mainstream 
audiences, potentially limiting the 
industry’s pro� t margin, a further 
reason Radiohead are so special. 
They are the only band who can � ll 
stadiums around the globe whilst 
still producing what they want to, 
rather than what their label dictates. 
This can be seen in ‘Kid A’ (2000), their 
� rst delve into electronic music. The 
song ‘Idioteque’ used a sample from 
experimental electronic composer 
Paul Lansky’s ‘Mild und Leise’ (1973). 
This, from a band previously and 
begrudgingly dubbed as brit-pop, 
was a welcome change. Thom 

Yorke has been very vocal about his 
opinions on the music industry. For 
example, when their fourth album, 
‘Kid A’, was leaked on Napster (the 
peer-to-peer � le sharing software) 
weeks before release, he told Time he 
felt Napster "encourages enthusiasm 
for music in a way that the music 
industry has long forgotten how 
to do. I think anybody sticking two 
� ngers up at the whole f*****g thing 
is wonderful as far as I'm concerned.”

It’s not unusual for them to � nd 
innovative ways of distributing the 
music they produce to bypass record 
companies. They have a history of 
setting up new companies before 
the release of an album. The album 
‘In Rainbows’ (2007) was released 

with their company ‘Xurbia Xendless 
Limited’. It had no label behind it 
and was only online on their website 
with a ‘Pay-What-You-Want’ price tag. 
When asked, Thom Yorke said the 
“most exciting" part of the release was 
the removal of the barrier between 
artist and audience. Before their next 
album, ‘King of Limbs’ (2011), they 
set up a company called ‘Ticker Tape 
Limited’. Their latest album release 
has been shrouded in mystery, with 
the band completely removing 
their online presence overnight and 
sending lea� ets through the post to a 
number of fans. These lea� ets were a 
reference to one of their new singles 
‘Burn The Witch’ from the brand new 
album ‘A Moon Shaped Pool’ (2016). 

It was a simple message: “Sing the 
song of sixpence that goes/BURN 
THE WITCH/we know where you live.” 
An eerie, yet pretty damn cool way of 
reaching out to hint at a new release.

It would be easy for me to say more 
bands should be like Radiohead and 
then reel o�  a list of reasons why they 
are so good and why more bands 
should aspire to be that way but 
that would be pointless. Radiohead 
can do what they do because they 
are revered within the industry. They 
have become something of an icon 
of music, breaking free from the 
constraints of recording companies 
to be their own creative force and 
inspire multiple generations of 
musicians.

by DAN WRIGHT

What makes the ‘Radiohead model’ so unique?

I’m a scathing music purist. You 
probably hate people like me and 
that’s perfectly understandable. 

However, there is one single entity 
of musical outpour which unites 
the continent in bedazzlement, 
disillusionment, and a general 
scepticism which often triggers the 
question: do these countries actually 
exist?

Eurovision. It’s the only point 
in time where my national pride 
slumps to its most dispirited; the 
only point in time where Australia 
almost winning can be forged into a 
backhanded case for Brexit; the only 
point in time where remotely booing 
another nation is politically correct.

I won’t really touch on the UK entry 
that much, let’s be honest, it was 
pap. How long will it be until a British 
entrant rocks up on that Eurovision 
stage and says: “actually, scrap this, 
let’s do Wonderwall.” Joe and Jake? 
We would have been better o�  with 
Dick and Dom.

As a Eurovision enthusiast, my 
original tip was Croatia’s Nina 

Kraljic with her interstellar anthem 
‘Lighthouse’. The studio version is a 
clear-cut Bowie-in� uenced synth-
pop ballad with dashes of Robyn and 
a robust vocal to match. But dearie 
me. Live, it just didn’t transpire. 
Nina graced the stage dressed 
like a meringue and sounding like 
she’d downed a bottle of Listerine, 
resulting in a pitiful 23rd.

Essentially, at the core of almost 
every Eurovision track is a pop 
blueprint. Which is completely � ne. I 
shouldn’t have to listen and think at 
the same time. I just want to absurdly 
mock out� ts and have a brazen jig.

What I usually scout for is an 
elegant performance, arguably the 
most striking element of the winner: 
Jamala. Her execution of ‘1944’ was 
an oozing combustion of emotion, 
reinforcing the profound association 
between her and the track. It wasn’t 
the performance of an artist merely 
trying to impress, but of an artist 
who physically embodies, and, is 
personally indulged within the 
sentiment of her music. That - for me 
- is why she triumphed.  

by FINNIAN SHARDLOW

We all love Eurovision
KAYTRANADA - 

99.9%

Encompassing an inde� nite 
list of sub-genres, 99.9% is 
essentially a blitz of lo-�  synth 

and soulful groove. KAYTRANADA’s 
production style � zzes with 
somewhat versatile colour, 
morphing to complement the likes 
of Craig David and AlunaGeorge.

Albums with this brand of 
subdued sound barely trouble me 
with abstract meaning or metaphor, 
even if it’s blindingly present. The 
bottom-line is, are the melodies 
‘tasty’? Well. They’re alright.

It’s a meticulous point of debate 
that I’m about to o� er. Electronic 
albums necessitate a certain 
amount of � ow. Unfortunately, I 
think few too many melodies on 
99.9% mutate into each other. By 
track eight, it starts to become a 
tad weary, at that point the album 
starts to rely on casual vibe alone.

6.5/10: It’s quite nice. It just strays 
o�  towards the end.

Skepta - 
Konnichiwa

Konnichiwa is a genuine 
hijack on our � xed musical 
perceptions. No longer is 

grime a peripheral bellow of urban 
discontentment. Grime represents 
an active resistance to convention, 
a yearning for realism and an 
organic social commentary of 
British struggle. Skepta is � ying the 
� ag for the everyman.  

Regardless of genre, Konnichiwa 
is what Britain needed: music at its 
most uncompromised. An album 
assembled from the fundamental 
mainstays of rap music. Authentic 
bars. Raw beats. Konnichiwa 
delivers on both fronts.

As always, Skepta a�  rms his 
position as one of the wittiest 
lyricists in grime, dishing out bars 
that often, only he can get away 
with: “Got rude, that didn’t work/
And your girl looks like she don’t 
work.”

8/10: Grime at its most gritty. 

LUH - 
Spiritual Songs for 

Lovers to Sing

I wasn’t expecting an album – in 
2016 – that would blow Bowie’s 
encapsulating farewell, Blackstar, 

out the water. Spiritual Songs for 
Lovers to Sing is a cathartic chorale 
of distortion soaked in the iniquity 
of humankind.

LUH haven’t fashioned a passive 
listen here. Instrumentally, this 
album is a harrowing barrage. 
Reading this, it must sound nothing 
short of ghastly. This album is 
unexplainable. LUH animate the 
screams of redemption in the most 
musically gorgeous way possible.

With warped synths, thumping 
percussion and some trademark 
roars from Ellery Roberts, if you 
take away one track from this LP, let 
it be ‘$ORO’ – an inciting, elaborate 
critique of capitalist society. Note 
the subtle pop shot at the music 
industry by showering the vocal in 
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9.5/10 - Need I say anymore?

by FINNIAN SHARDLOW
Album Reviews: May

22 Seren | May  Issue 2016

MUSIC
by FINNIAN SHARDLOW

How did A� airs all start?
A� airs all started back in Hull on 

the East Coast of England. I already 
met up with a guitarist (Dan) before 
everything really kicked o� . At � rst 
it was just me and him trying to 
do something a bit new but in an 
indie style. We took quite a lot of 
inspiration from Foals at the time, 
we wanted to write something a bit 
jangly and intricate. People will never 
hear that music now though. That’s 
gone! But basically, Dan returned to 
Hull University where he was doing 
his studies and he’d already started 
putting together a band with our 
bassist Jack. I then returned to Hull 
and met up with those guys again. 
They had already started writing 
new material, so it just felt right to 
carry on doing what I was doing with 
Dan with the input of Jack. That left 
us at the point where we needed a 
drummer and a singer. Drumming 
wise, it all fell into place, we put out 
an advertisement and we found our 
drummer (Michael) – whose strange 
sense of humour � tted into ours. Our 
singer (James), we actually found at 
an open mic evening singing ‘Daniel’ 
by Bat For Lashes. It seemed very 
� tting. So we tried him out. Then 
when we graduated, we all took the 
decision of: “Right, this is what we’re 
focusing on. Everything is going into 
this band.”

You’ve compared your early sound 
to Foals, did it take a while to � nd 
yourselves as a band?

Where we were based in Hull has a 
thriving a music scene. But we saw 
this gap and we wanted to � ll it with 
music that was a little bit di� erent. 
Incorporating synths, incorporating 
all these di� erent guitar styles rather 
than just hitting chords. We went 
down that route, sometimes we went 
a little bit too far. Things got a little 
bit too inaccessible at times. For us, 
we were just enjoying what we were 
doing and trying to write something 
fresh. We have grown up now. We’ve 
learned to be a lot less self-indulgent 
with what we put into tracks. Now 
we focus on what actually makes it 

a good track collectively. We used 
to put loads of unnecessary things 
in there which weren’t making the 
tracks any better. Our producer (Ed 
Buller) for the recent EP said to us: 
“You need to sift through a lot of stu�  
to get to the gold.” It’s sank in now, 
the key elements that are coming out 
� rst, they are the gold.

Was the sound you currently have 
a clear point where you wanted to 
go, or was it a slow process?

It was a di� erent process. It wasn’t 
something we were used to. Our 
writing style now has very much 
come from being in the studio with 
Ed Buller. He made us sit down 
and look at our tracks in a lot more 
detail. At � rst we thought: “Is this 
still us?” But thinking about it, it 

made everything so much more 
accessible. Also, purely from a 
performance side of things. Before 
we had to concentrate so much on 
the intricacies of everything, so it 
took away from how much we could 
put into the energy of the show. Now 
it’s stripped back, things are clearer. 
Bigger. Now we can really focus on 
the performance. That’s really shone 
through since we’ve got into this 
new, developed writing style.

Lots of reviewers say you pay 
homage to the 80s, is that 
intentional?

I wouldn’t say it’s a sought out 
intention to do so. There was a track 
that we released a few years back 
called ‘Contact’ which was very 80s 
in� uenced. Mainly, it’s down to the 
fact that it’s the music we heard 
when we were growing up. We heard 
all this stu�  from our parents. So, 
although we don’t think about it, 
it’s probably subconsciously going 

in and coming out the other end. 
Another thing is, especially with 
James, he does have a distinct vocal. 
When you listen to a lot of 80s music, 
it does have that darker, lower tone 
which was popular with a lot of 
singers. I can see why people bring 
it up, but it’s not something we’ve 
consciously done.

Quickly on the vocal, you can 
instantly pick up on it, how 
important is it within the music?

James is always a safe bet! When 
we’re writing, we’ll predominantly 
start with the instrumental. We try 
not to pigeonhole things. So say 
we’re writing a track, we try not 
to get too bogged down with the 
idea of: “Is this sounding like an 
A� airs track?” We’ve lost that worry 

because we know as soon as we 
put James’ voice on it, it instantly 
becomes an A� airs track. That’s one 
of the beautiful things about James’ 
voice to be honest. It’s recognisable. 

Obviously we write music to cater for 
what James is doing, but it’s never 
something we worry too much 
about.
On your debut EP ‘Stained Gold’ – 
how happy are the band with it?

Very happy. It’s currently premiered 
on Clash Magazine and it’s got 
some great feedback on there. On 
a production level and on a writing 
level, it’s a lot more polished. It 
sounds big. It sounds ballsy. Which 
are all things we’ve wanted from 
records in the past. It’s also a lot 
more accessible. I think you’re 
� ghting a losing battle if you make 
it really di�  cult to grab onto, which 
is maybe what we did in the past. It’s 
a route we’ve never gone down. We 
always wanted to write something 
really, really di� erent. We did that 
for quite a while, so we thought let’s 
try and write something a bit more 
accessible to people and to a wider 
audience. I think we’ve de� nitely 
achieved that.

Is there a climate in the industry 
to be massively experimental?

In a way, yes. In a way, no. I’d hope 
there are still bands out there that 
are going for something di� erent. 
Something that makes people step 
back and go: “What the hell was that?” 
If not, you end up with the same kind 
of stu�  coming out all the time. You’d 
think people will eventually get 
bored of that. I’d like to think the stu�  
we’re bringing out – even though 
it’s a bit more accessible – still has 
its unique qualities to it. Whether 
that be with James. Whether that be 
with really pushing the synths. Even 

though we’ve made our music more 
open to people. At the end of the day, 
we don’t want to be boring. We still 
put interesting elements into it that 
still make people think: “Yeah, I can 

sit down and listen to this.” That’s key 
really. So yes, I do really hope – for the 
entire music scene – that people are 
doing things di� erently. Eventually, it 
may creep across into the limelight 
and get more recognition.

When I listened to the EP, it was 
almost like a mini-album, did 
you want to make sure it was a 
consistent piece of work?

If we just jumbled a bunch of 
tracks together, you may as well buy 
a single. We wanted it to be a thing 
you can sit down, listen to in full and 
everything plays o�  each other. For 
example, ‘Runaway’ and ‘Play’ are 
currently in the set together because 
they feel like they � ow together. 
In our live sets, we’ll try and have a 
trough in the middle where it comes 
down a little bit. It gives people some 
breathing space and lets them wind 
down ready for a massive barrage at 
the end. We took the same approach 
with the EP. We have these bigger 
tracks towards the start and then the 
third track, ‘Out Of The Deep’, is more 
of a slow burner. We wanted to – I 
hate using this phrase – take people 
on a journey. We’re a big fan of trying 
to create an atmosphere. Create a 
feeling. Make someone feel a certain 
way.

In that, was there any main 
songwriting theme when you 
were making sure it all � owed?

No actually. Our songwriting – 
mainly from James and Jack – is 
mostly in� uenced by the world 
around us. So there was no � xed 
pattern of what we’re writing about. 

We’ve seen something that’s quite 
interesting and thought: “Let’s take 
that and make it into a track.” So the 
themes of the tracks are very varied. 
For instance, ‘Runaway’ is exploring 
youth, life without responsibilities 
and just living for that point in time. 
It’s masked in there somewhere. We 
try not to be too opaque when it 
comes to what we’re writing about. 
You’ve got ‘Play’, which is about a 
relationship that’s failing. Then you 
look at ‘Brothers’, which is based on 
a Tom Hardy � lm! That’s based on 
Warrior (2011). So we try and take 
in� uence from the world around us – 
books, � lms, anything really.  

You’ve mentioned your producer 
Ed Buller (produced Suede, White 
Lies, Pulp), how in� uential was he 
in the production process?

When we actually started drilling 
at the tracks, we both had a slightly 
di� erent view of where we should 
be going. But then again, this was 
the � rst time we’d been in that 
environment. Ed’s done this stu�  
before, this guy knows what he’s on 
about. It was a big learning curve 
for us. At times, disagreements 
occurred but it’s the creative � eld, 
it’s subjective. We always met in the 
middle, which resulted in the best of 
both worlds. He wanted to steer us 
in a direction that he thinks makes 
better music, which I’d agree with. 
Straight from the o� , he had ideas. 
He heard our demos for the tracks 
and was very keen start working on 
what we should change and what we 
should emphasise. In that sense, we 
were very open to his ideas because 
he seemed like he got it. At the end 
of the day, it’s made a really well 
produced record that we’re all really 
happy with.

I can de� nitely hear his in� uence 
when I listen to the tracks. If I’m sat in 
a bar one day and White Lies comes 
on and I hear the snare drum I think: 
“Yeah. That’s Ed.” I’ve come to know 
his sound and his way of producing.

What are the ambitions for A� airs, 
is there an album on the table?

We’re going back into the studio 
soon to track some new material 
we’ve done. Again, very much 
stronger tracks. We’re doing a tour 
towards the end of June, starting in 
the North of England and branching 
out after that. One of the things we 
really want to achieve at some point is 
to get into Europe. A lot of our friends 
that we’ve met in bands over the 
years have spoken so highly about 
it. The crowds are so responsive and 
appreciative out there, they seem 
to dig British indie bands for some 
reason. Then we want to hit up some 
bigger festivals, especially in Europe. 
We’re just steadily moving up at the 
moment.

On an album, we are looking into 
doing that. We’re going back into 
the studio, not to do an album at 
this moment, but the material is 
there. Our outlook on it is, we don’t 
just want to put ten tracks together 
and go: “There’s your album.” The EP 
works well as a body of music, we 
want the album to be like that but 
on another level. We want the time 
to be right for it. It de� nitely feels like 
it’s on the horizon. 

WE KNOW AS SOON AS WE PUT 
JAMES’ VOICE ON IT, IT INSTANTLY 

BECOMES AN AFFAIRS TRACK.

WE’VE LEARNED TO BE A LOT LESS 
SELF-INDULGENT. NOW WE FOCUS ON 

WHAT ACTUALLY MAKES A GOOD 
TRACK COLLECTIVELY.

LISTEN ON 87.7FM or online at stormfm.com THIS IS STORM

INTERVIEW WITH
LIAM
FROM A FAIRSF
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FILM
� e Top Five Films To Watch � is Summer

Summer is right around the corner, and with this being the most exciting year ever in the Film industry, Seren has chosen it’s top � ve picks for must watches this holiday. � ere is a mixture of franchises old 
and new, with a completely original idea fromn Seth Rogan and Evan Goldberg in there as well. � e list provides a comprehensive assessment of the new must see pictures over your holiday break. With the 

magnitude and weight of expectation surrounding a lot of them, some may � op, some may be fantastic, � nding out which is part of the fun. Here are the essential � lms to see this summer.

IndependenceDay 
Resurgence

Independence Day returns, but 
twenty years after the � rst entry 
and this time without Will Smith.  
This time the audience we fol-
low the protagonist Jake Mor-
rison (Liam Hemsworth), whose 
parents died during the � rst at-
tack and who is now one of the 
best � ghter pilots for the Earth 
Space Defence. This premise does 
sound slightly familiar to that of 
Will Smith’s former character but 
nonetheless the buzz this � lm 
has generated since it’s reveal has 
been fantastic, with the majority 
of the original cast returning, the 
audience should expect more 
attacks from aliens on a global 
scale, as the human race � ghts 
for it’s own survival once more. 

Releases on June 24th.

Suicide Squad

The next DC instalment into the 
cinematic universe brings the 
viewer Suicide Squad, based on 
the DC Comics anti-hero team of 
the same name. The secret organ-
isation, known as ‘Task Force X’, 
recruits imprisoned super villains 
to execute dangerous black ops 
mission in exchange for clemen-
cy. With a star studded cast fea-
turing DC’s best villains such as 
the Joker (Jared Leto), Deadshot 
(Will Smith) and Harley Quinn 
(Margot Robbie), the hype over 
this � lm has been generated by a 
couple of well thought out trail-
ers, but a lot of the information 
has been kept sealed by director 
David Ayer, so expect more sur-
prises than DC’s last entry into the 
cinema with Batman V Superman. 

Releases on August 5th.

Sausage Party

Simply put, if you haven’t al-
ready seen anything to do with 
this � lm, look for the trailer on-
line immediately. Sausage Party 
brings together some of the in-
dustries best comedic actors for 
a spoof of Disney and Pixar ani-
mated � lms, and also a very � ne 
reimagining of how it would feel 
to be a piece of food being pre-
pared for a meal. The result is one 
that looks horri� c yet glorious as 
the likes of Seth Rogan, Jonah Hill 
and James Franco taking us on 
a rollercoaster ride. There is not 
much to suggest how this � lm will 
be received, but what we can ex-
pect is one that doesn’t believe in 
boundaries.  This has the poten-
tial to be one of the funniest � lms 
of the year, make it a top priority. 

Releases on August 12th.

Star Trek Beyond

The return of the greatest space 
voyage there ever was is coming 
back for a third instalment, this 
time directed by Justin Lin. Half-
way into their � ve year mission, 
James Kirk (Chirs Pine) and friends 
land at an outpost on the fringes 
of Federation Space only for it 
to be destroyed by unknown al-
iens, leaving the heroes stranded 
on a planet left to � ght for their 
survival. With villain Krall (Idris 
Elba) leading the � ght against 
the USS Enterprise. The prospect 
of Trek fan Simon Pegg having 
a hand in the writing process 
makes this � lm very exciting de-
spite su� ering it’s problems. But 
with Idris Elba signed on to play 
the main antagonist, this prom-
ises to be a successful venture. 

Releases on July 22nd .

Warcraft

World of Warcraft’s sheer num-
ber of fans alone will determine 
the success of this � lm at the box 
o�  ce. At 12 million peak sub-
scriptions in 2010, the potential 
for the move to cinema is huge, 
but it could also prove costly as 
� lm adaptations of games have 
notoriously performed poorly. 
But, with the ability to play with 
Blizzard’s backdrop of lore, Dun-
can Jones directing has a monu-
mental task on hand to bring this 
series to the big screen. There 
will be no middle ground when it 
comes to the success of Warcraft, 
it will either � op or be very well 
received, and if the scenery from 
the trailers is anything to go o�  
then at the very least we will 
see a beautifully created � lm. 

Releases on June 10th.

The gloves are o� ! A show-
down that all marvel fans 
have waited for; Captain 

America ‘� e American Hero’ 
versus the billionaire industrialist 
and genius inventor with…erm… 
a moral code I suppose? IRON-
MAN! With full expectation of a 
hard, fought-out battle between 
two of marvel’s most iconic char-
acters, I was instead invited to a 
show of emotional turmoil and 
moral complexity, however full of 
superheroes. We start o�  in Lagos, 
where we watch an epic 15 minutes 
action, full of excitement, humour 
and elaborate � ghting but, but 

from there the superheroes are � -
nally answering to the implications 
of their ‘humanity-saving’ mis-
sions. � en obviously we see the 
dividing point as Iron man agrees 
to work under the government as 
he now feels responsible for the de-
struction of Manhattan, the dam-
age caused in Slovakia and the cre-
ation of Ultron who inadvertently 
tried to take over the human-race! 
While we have a Captain America 
trusts his own judgement more 
than the government’s.

A rebel or American hero? We 
are introduced to an accurate 
demonstration of ‘Black Panther’, 

a driven vengeful hero with a 
prestigious royal background. 
His � rst appearance (in costume) 
is almost memorising as he 
chases a runaway ‘Bucky’ (Cap’s 
best friend) through a busy Bu-
charest, leading to a thrilling car 
chase with Cap and Bucky and 
of course The Falcon. The pro-
tagonist, Zemo, in the � lm plays 
his role very well but I was ask-
ing myself the question. Why? 
Single-handed, no powers, and 
going behind the governments’ 
lines and facing The Avengers? 
Man on a mission. But the big 
introduction to the Marvel cin-

ematic universal is your friendly 
neighbourhood Spider-Man. 
Played by Tom Holland, shows a 
new take on the Spiderman like 
we haven’t seen before, an excit-
ing prospect that is sure to enter-
tain audience all round and I look 
forward to seeing this character 
again star in his own movie. After 
spider-man steals the show for a 
while we go back to the ‘Civil War’ 
between team Captain America 
and Team Iron.

We are left to punctuated one 
liners and explosions, every then, 
then the � nal face-of between 
Cap and Iron man. I must say this 

scene was touching and cleverly 
portrayed but taken how long 
the � lm was and the little amount 
of action we did see, I cannot say 
the battle lived up to the hype. So 
what next for the MCU? With the 
likes of Doctor Strange, Guard-
ians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 and Spi-
derman: Homecoming looking 
to be released in the next year, 
also the DCEU looking to defy the 
odds and win over the critics with 
two � lms being released each 
year until 2020, have superhero 
� lms saturated the market?

Review by Elliott Tomlinson
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CLASSIC FILM OF THE MONTH
‘Talk To Me Goose’: Celebrating 

� irty Years of Top Gun
This month marks the thirtieth 

anniversary of the release of 
a Tom Cruise favourite � lm of 

Top Gun.  This 1986 is one that is full 
of nostalgia as a favourite amongst 
the parents and one you most likely 
found yourself watching with your 
dad on the weekend, and acts as a 
testosterone fuelled adventure with 
Cruise and Val Kilmer acting as ‘Ice-
man’ acting as the � lm’s main an-
tagonist.

It is strange to regard this � lm as a 
classic with it still looking modern, 
but at thirty years old it seems only 
right to put this in as an admirable 
entry into that category. The biggest 
reason for this is the breath-taking 
footage of the aerial scenes in � ghter 
jets, which provides some electrify-
ing action in between some of the 

� lm’s other themes, those aren’t as 
impressive but altogether the view-
er is treated with stunning action 
delivered with an equally stunning 
soundtrack.

Tom Cruise’s portrayal as ‘Maverick’ 
is exactly as his name suggests. His 
scenes are often at times in danger 
of being overly masculine, but his 
duet in song with his partner Goose 
provides a great piece of comic relief, 
many men may often � nd embar-
rassment in attempting to serenade 
a woman at a bar, only for our pro-
tagonists Maverick and Goose mak-
ing it seem e� ortless. Scenes like 
this, with a � lm that recognises that 
it can’t take itself too seriously, gen-
erate a feel good factor; otherwise it 
might drown in the weight of itself. 
But that doesn’t stop there also be-

ing heart-breaking moments also, 
and that blend overall makes for a 
well-rounded picture.

Since it’s release, Top Gun has left 
an almighty legacy, with it entering 
Empire’s list of top 500 � lms, with 
signi� cant other productions often 
playing homage to the entry. With-
out doubt this is a � lm led by Tom 
Cruise, but supporting cast of pilots 
with their own arc makes for an in-
teresting clash of personalities. So 
here’s to thirty years of Top Gun, no 
doubt one day we may see a sequel 
or even a reboot and whilst it is often 
overstated, I would put money on it 
not being able to surpass the e� ort 
made by this one. Top Gun gener-
ated $350 million at the box o�  ce.

In Brief

MAJOR news as Michael Bay 
returns to the director’s chair 
to announce a new addition to 
the Transformer series, Trans-
formers: The Last Knight. Mark 
Wahlberg is likely to reprise his 
role as Cade Yeager, but any in-
formation about the plot has 
been left unclear. Rumours have 
indicated that time travel may 
be involved but for now Michael 
Bay has left fans of the series 
eagerly waiting for the next fast 
cutting, explosion ridden, action 
packed � lm that is likely to hit 
the UK screen early next summer.  
The last title in the series Trans-
formers: Age of Extinction was 
panned by critics despite its huge 
success at the box o�  ce, I know 
I have enjoyed colossal robots 
� ghting it out across America 
and can’t wait for the release of 
The Last Knight.

Michael Bay 
announces new 

Transformers venture

Transpotting sequel 
releases long 

overdue teaser trailer

3D is the main focus 
for Creativfe Studies 
and Media graduate
A Bangor University graduate 

has found himself working on 
some of Hollywood’s top block-
buster � lms through the medium 
of hard work and endeavour. 
Dan Hogg, a previous student at 
the School of Creative Studies 
and Media, now works for Prime 
Focus, where his role means he 
now works exclusively on 3D 
� lms. Some of these include the 
recently released Captain Ameri-
ca: Civil War and Terminator: Gen-
isys among other A rated � lms.
Hogg began looking for work in 
the Greater London area, and af-
ter starting as a runner for Prime 
Focus; his role is now ‘Stereo Con-
version Production Coordinator’, 
which means he is involved in 
the production department of 3D 
conversion.

THE sequel to Trainspotting 
has released a teaser trailer after 
years of rumours and hearsay 
over the follow up Danny Boyle’s 
British cult classic.

The trailer o� ers no new foot-
age, but it does con� rm that � lm-
ing for the production began on 
the 16th May, with the original 
cast, Ewan McGregor, Robert Car-
lyle and the rest reprising their 
roles from the original.

The sequel will arrive in cin-
emas in January 2017 which 
will be over two decades since 
we � rst laid eyes on a cinematic 
representation of Mark Renton 
(McGregor) and his friends as we 
follow their struggles of a life 
addicted to Heroin. Despite the 
time it’s taken, all eyes will be laid 
on where the characters have 
found themselves and the eyes 
will wait with intrigue.

For as long as there’s been a 
� lm industry, there has been 
a comic industry and since 

their inceptions each has sold 
their narrative of hero’s through 
their own media. But with each 
industry being at their best when 
telling a great story it’s no won-
der that the two would cross over 
eventually. Comics with its simple 
story lines and costumes easily 
allowing a reader to understand 
who is good and who is bad and 
who, is with who. 

Enter � lms with its stunning 
visuals and great scores and you 
combine two great forms of me-
dia in a match made in heaven 
in my opinion. So well that since 
the arguably � rst super hero � lm 
“The Mark of Zorro (1920 � lm)” 
they haven’t stop, and since “Su-
perman (1978 � lm)” not a year 
has gone by without some form 
of superhero � lm being released. 
Since the last Tim burton Batman 

� lm “Batman Returns (1992)” 
there has been only three years 
where less than four super hero 
� lms have been released “1993, 
1999, 2002”. So super hero � lms 
have always been with us and 
certainly not lacking in exposer 
in the past couple of decades. 
Batman & Superman both have 
been rebooted twice in the past 
eleven years so why now is it 
only the market feels over is satu-
rated? Throughout the history of 
them super hero � lms have main-
ly come from the big two comic 
companies, DC & Marvel with the 
occasional Dark horse or even 
original character sprinkled in. 
Like all things having too much 
of one thing gets boring very 
quickly, so what is it exactly have 
we had too much of? 

Most people would point to 
and are probably right in their as-
sessment at Marvel as the main 
culprits, who since there acquisi-

tion by the lord of money making 
Disney have been on a unrelent-
ing assault on the box o�  ce. And 
here we get to the crux of the 
problem for marvel and possi-
ble DC in the near future. Char-
acter fatigue, Iron man played 
by Robert Downey Jr arguable 
there biggest draw from the cur-
rent roster is in everything. Since 
his � rst � lm in 2008 he has been 
the focus of six � lms and barley a 
marvel movie comes out without 
a least a reference to the tin man 
himself. 

Now this is to be fair is just the 
Disney formula, � nd what was 
popular, shell it into everything 
you can and the magic will rub 
o� . One of the great strengths 
of comics are its depth of char-
acters, literary thousands to 
choose from and yet we return to 
the same few characters to carry 
the banner. Now this has always 
been a problem for comics, even-

tually you tell all the easy stories 
to tell and you’ve done every-
thing you sanely can do to a char-
acter but we’ve barely scratch 
some of theses’ characters iconic 
story lines. But with marvel now 
being gentri� ed and kidi� ed Iron 
man’s most critically acclaimed 
story line “demon in the bottle” 
will never get a look in. This is a 
character who’s development 
has stalled and he wouldn’t be 
the only one. How many times 
can we see Captain America vs 
the present, how many times can 
we see spider man’s uncle die. 

These are simple characters 
who rely on their interaction 
with multiple character to pro-
duce di� erent story lines. Having 
the same character interact with 
each other over and over again 
just creates a sense of Déjà vu 
and movie goers are getting tired 
of it.

Have Superheroes Overcrowded � e Industry
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WHO WILL WIN THE IRON THRONE?
In light of the Seven Kingdoms returning to our screens, we decided to play fortune-tellers/soothsayers and predict who will survive and who will win the 
Iron � rone in the sixth series of HBO’s Game of � rones, airing on Sky Atlantic and Now TV. Don’t worry, there are no spoilers from the current series.

House 
Miscellaneous

Arya

Bless Arya. Last season she tried 
so hard to cross names o�  
her kill list and what does she 

receive in return? � e faceless man 
goes and blinds her. � e real question 
is will Arya ever see it to the end of the 
season? � e girls’ sword skills are on 
point so I think we can all breathe a 
sigh of relief that Arya is here to stay 
for the time being. Don’t sue me if the 
writers kill her o�  in the next episode.

Sansa

Few characters have had it as tough 
as the Stark's eldest daughter. 
Spending most of the show being 

held captive, � rst by the Lannisters and 
more recently by the dastardly Boltons, 
it � nally looks like Sansa is free. Or 
does it? � at was a pretty high wall her 
and fellow escapee � eon jumped from 
as they � ed Winterfell. Should Sansa 
survive the fall, and the smart money 
is on her doing just that, then where 
else would she be safe in Westeros? Go 
south and its Lannister country, stay in 
the North and the Boltons will never 
be far behind her. Maybe Castle Black 
could be her safest destination.

Bran

Although he was absent for 
season � ve, Brans story is far 
from � nished. At the end of 

season four he had � nally completed 
his epic journey across the frozen 
wastes beyond the wall to reach the 
three eyed raven. With the raven 
proclaiming that Bran would � y, this 
season should see Bran undergoing a 
kind of Jedi training. We know that he 
can warg (transfer his consciousness 
into an animal) but surely there’s more 
to his powers than that alone and this 
season should see us discover what 
those powers are.

Rickon

Rickon hasn’t been seen since 
he was presumed burnt alive à 
la � eon. Season 3 was a long 

time ago so goodness knows how 
much he’s grown by now. As one of 
the remaining Starks, his life is pretty 
valuable so it’ll be interesting to see 
how far he gets through this season. 
However considering the track record 
and terrible misfortune of House 
Stark, I give it a few episodes before he 
bites the dust. But who knows, during 
those 3 seasons of hiatus, I bet Rickon 
will have learnt some invaluable 
survival skills and earned a Duke of 
Edinburgh award.

Jon 

Jon Snow; Betrayed by the Night’s 
Watch, murdered and le�  to die 
in the snow. Or is he? � at is the 

question most fans will be eager to get 
the answer for as season 6 begins. With 
a certain big question still unanswered 
regarding his parentage, as well as 
the oncoming White Walker threat, 
there seems to be a lot of un� nished 
business for Mr Snow. Melisandre 
is back at Castle Black which seems 
awfully convenient so hopefully she 
could be the one to bring him back 
and the sooner the better as far as I’m 
concerned.

By ANNIE PATEL AND EMMA JEWKES

Daenerys

Last season saw Dany riding o�  
into the sunset on the back of her 
beloved Drogon, like a complete 

badass but then being captured by 
what seem to be a herd of Dothraki. 
(What is a group of Dothraki called?) 
I’m sure this season, they’ll give her 
hell for abandoning them. Saying that, 
our Khaleesi is pretty tough and like 
Tyrion, can talk herself out of any 
situation. Predictions for this season: 
Daenerys � nally sees Westeros with 
her own eyes and all hell breaks loose. 
If she doesn’t eventually win the Iron 
� rone, then what has it all been for?

Tommen

Sweet Tommen, surely far too nice 
to remain on the Iron � rone 
for too much longer. � e last 

surviving child of Cersei Lannister 
took the throne following Jo� rey’s long 
over-due murder and it’s becoming 
apparent that he isn’t the strongest or 
rulers. His lack of action following his 
wife’s arrest by the Sparrows proved 
that. Going forward, with the short 
life span of his predecessors on the 
Iron � rone, it remains to be seen how 
much longer he can survive. 

Cersei 

It’s certainly fair to say that Cersei 
Lannister got what she deserved 
at the end of last season. Forced 

to walk the streets of Kings Landing 
naked, having faeces thrown at her by 
the mocking crowd. It’s also fair to say 
that we could be about to witness a truly 
vengeful Cersei, a Cersei desperate to 
destroy those who have wronged her 
and her family. By her side she now has 
a zombi� ed Mountain and with her 
twin brother Jaime on his way back to 
Kings Landing who or what will dare 
to stand in her way? 

Tyrion

If Tyrion is killed o� , I’m going to 
be so mad. I probably shouldn’t be 
so attached to any Game of � rones 

character (as we have all learnt from 
Jon-gate) but I’m afraid that Tyrion 
is my personal favourite. Although 
I doubt that he would take the Iron 
� rone for himself, I think it’s highly 
likely that he will accompany Daenerys 
to Westeros in her acquisition of the 
throne, just to spite Cersei. � en again, 
Cersei could easily kill him as soon as 
he sets foot in King’s Landing. No one 
is safe, people. NO ONE.

Roose

Roose Bolton is without a 
doubt one of Westeros’ most 
fascinating characters. He’s the 

man who killed Robb Stark, despite 
having previously declared his loyalty 
to him. He’s also the man responsible 
for fathering the truly evil Ramsey! 
Having declared himself Warden of the 
North, it remains to be seen how long 
Roose can remain Lord of Winterfell, 
especially with Sansa (apparently) free 
to raise an army against her former 
captors and reclaim her ancestral 
home back from the Boltons.

Ramsey

Let’s get this straight right here, 
right now. It would be THE worst 
thing to happen in the Seven 

Kingdoms if Ramsey became king. 
Last season saw Ramsey performing 
some of the most horri� c acts seen in 
the history of Game of � rones. � e 
torturing of Sansa and Reek/� eon 
made me feel almost ready to forgive 
all of � eon’s past sins. � is season, 
I expect no di� erent to be honest. 
Ramsey may not become king, but 
he will de� nitely be the most hated in 
Westeros (if he isn’t already that is).

Little� nger

It is said that you should never 
underestimate an underdog and 
Petyr Baelish is without doubt 

the dark horse of the entire show. 
His continuous sneaky actions of 
backstabbing and sucking up to the 
Lannisters could result in him ending 
up on the Iron � rone. Last season, 
he was upto no good by leaving 
newlywed Sansa alone in Winterfell 
with her doting husband. A part of me 
wants the writers to kill him o�  just for 
that wrong-doing. I’ll cross my � ngers.

Appearing as an old man in rags, 
there’s de� nitely more to the 
High Sparrow than � rst meets 

the eye. Head of religious order, � e 
Sparrows, he has certainly made his 
mark in Kings Landing. Locking the 
queen and her brother up as well as 
humiliating Cersei. What next for him 
though? With the weak King Tommen 
on the throne, what’s to stop the High 
Sparrow and his followers from taking 
over the capital city of Westeros? A� er 
surviving the threat of Stannis, the 
Starks and more recently the Martells, 
could the Lannisters eventually be 
brought down by an old man in rags?

Hodor

It’s a bit of a long shot, but how 
hilarious would it be if Hodor 
became Kings of the Andals, First 

of his name?! Just throwing yet another 
fan theory out there. On the other 
hand, I would have to grieve if the 
writers kill him o� . How would Bran 
get around? Although both scenarios 
are pretty unlikely, it looks like viewers 
are in for a treat this season as Hodor is 
back on our screens. � e last we saw of 
him was in Season 4, bravely � ghting 
o�  those terrifying skeletal Wights and 
meeting the three-eyed raven. Can’t 
the writers just let simple-minded 
Hodor have a simple life?

High-Sparrow
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The Shelby family is back and 
it’s about time. If you’re sick of 
seeing the hoity-toity upper 

echelon of British class hogging your 
screens (RIP Downtown Abbey), 
then Peaky Blinders is for you. Series 
three of the gritty drama returned to 
the BBC last week, but don’t worry 
if you’ve missed out on the hype, 
Netflix has the first two ready for 
you to binge. The series has followed 
Tommy Shelby and his family of 
impeccably dressed gangsters as 
they’ve navigated the mean streets 
of Birmingham, taking on not only 
local competition but the Italians 
and now the Russians – and they’ve 
done pretty well for themselves.

The gang of criminals have been 
through a lot during the past two 
series and their razor edged peaked 
caps, from which the show takes 
its name, have seen a lot of action. 
Intrigue, violence and even a touch 
of romance have been the main 
themes of the show and so far with 
each series, the stakes becomes 
higher and higher. Tommy is 
ambitious, the Peaky Blinders don’t 

only want to run Birmingham but 
have begun stretching their criminal 
business to London and the third 
series has set the scene for the family 
to go international, will America be 
the Blinders next target? The series 
can thank a large of its success to 
its stellar cast. Cillian Murphy takes 
on the role of Tommy, rarely seen 
without a cigarette dangling from 
his mouth, as he runs the family 
business he’s as charming as he is 
lethal and Murphy’s performance 
deserves respect for his brummie 
accent alone! With a supporting 
cast that boasts Tom Hardy, Paddy 
Considine and Sam Niell you just 
know this show is going to be great. 
The first episode of the new season 
saw Tommy try to keep his gang in 
line ordering them “No gambling, no 
cocaine, no women and no fighting” 
and in typical Peaky Blinders fashion 
every single rule had been broken 
before the end of the episode. Good. 
Where’s the fun in following the 
rules?

The Brummies Are Back For A Third Series
By JESSICA QUINN

A previously underrated genre 
of British television is making 
its way into primetime slots. 

Foreign programmes are becoming 
ever more popular with the British 
public. And by foreign, I don’t mean 
American shows. I mean programmes 
in a foreign language. So what makes 
them so popular?

In this year’s television BAFTAs, 
the highly popular French murder 
investigative drama Spiral was 
nominated. Although it lost out to 
Amazon Prime’s Transparent, surely it 
is telling of the quality of a programme 
to be given such prestigious 
recognition. Previous nominations 
have gone to French supernatural 
drama � e Returned and Danish 
political drama Borgen. � e award was 
� rst introduced in 2007 but it wasn’t 
until 2011 that a non-English language 

programme won, let alone nominated. 
Danish police drama � e Killing 
won in 2011 and was nominated the 
following year. As � e Netherlands’ 
biggest TV export, it has amassed 
a cult-following in the UK since its 
premiere on BBC Four, a channel 
which doesn’t o� en hold the majority 
share of viewing � gures. However, as 
an article from � e Guardian pointed 
out, the popularity of � e Killing 
paved way for an increased demand 
in subtitled crime dramas. As a result, 
BBC Four began to show more foreign 
dramas.

� e recent success of Deutschland 
‘83 on Channel 4 may stem from this 
shi�  in viewing habits. What’s more 
is that its broadcast was a primetime 
slot: Sundays at 9pm. Was this an 
intentional move by Channel 4 to 
appeal to the demand for foreign 
dramas? Who’s to say it wouldn’t have 
been as popular if it was broadcast 
on one of Channel Four’s subsidiary 

channels? Nevertheless, a primetime 
slot on a primetime channel is surely 
guaranteed to rake in the viewing 
� gures, thanks to the channel's 
new showcase of subtitled dramas 
called Walter Presents. � e quality 
of the programme should also be 
commended; a German espionage 
drama about an East German boy 
spying on the West was bound to 
attract a large audience.

What I would like to see now that 
the European market has broken 
into British television, is more non-
European dramas. � e huge success 
of Net� ix’s Narcos, featuring a mixture 
of English and South American 
Spanish, shows that regardless of the 
platform it’s shown on, non-English 
programmes are appealing English-
speaking audiences are Net� ix are 
taking advantage of this. French 
political drama Marseille is now 
available on Net� ix, starring Gerard 
Depardieu and has been labelled the 

French House of Cards.
Following its burst onto mainstream 

pop culture scene, the popularity of 
Kpop has brought the Korean drama 
industry to the attention of western 
audiences. Although its availability 
online through subscription services 
are not limited, it has yet to reach 
the traditional television mediums. 
Fans of European crime dramas will 
like Signal. Following a succession of 
serial murders linking to cold cases, 
a South Korean detective is able to 
communicate with a detective in the 
past and together they are able to solve 
the homicides past and present. � ink 
time travel mixed with police drama. 
As mad as that sounds, trust me, it’s 
brilliant.

I guess this is my plea to TV channel 
commissioners to start showing more 
variety of subtitled dramas. I need 
more people to appreciate my love 
for cheesy telenovelas and addictive 
Korean dramas.

By ANNIE PATEL

Foreign TV is on the rise in the UK

Attention fellow TV fanatics. 
It’s that time when everyone 
who works together to create 

our favourite television programmes 
are rewarded for all of their e� orts 
to make our world of entertainment 
that little bit more exciting.  � is, of 
course, comes in the form of the TV 
Ba� a Awards hosted by chat show host 
Graham Norton. 

On Sunday the 8th of May, television 
watchers everywhere sat around to see 
some of the best  rewarded for their 
achievements.  Winners of the evening 
included Lenny Henry who won the 
special award of the evening. An 
award that I think most of the British 
public can say was well deserved and 
a proud achievement of the evening. 
Other proud winners included, Best 
Actress for Suranne Jones for Doctor 
Foster, Best Feature to � e Great British 
Bake O�  and Peter Kay took home two 
awards, Best Scripted Comedy and 
Best Male Performance in a Comedy 
Programme for Peter Kay’s Car Share.

Perhaps the most poignant moment 
of the evening was the time to 
commemorate the people who have 
sadly passed away this year came a 
tribute as a reminder of their work and 
their true excellence when it comes to 
contributing to the world of TV. � is 
included presenter, Sir Terry Wogan, 
Ronnie Corbett and of course Victoria 
Wood. Britain has taken a hard and 
painful beating when it has come to 
losing some of our beloved stars of the 
small screen and it was a delight to see 
them paid tribute to, to honour them 
and the shows that they were so kind 
as to grace us with. 

A massive congratulations to the 
winners of the evening and I can 
certainly say that I cannot wait to see 
what the rest of the year holds for 
small screen, television programmes. 

By SASHA DEACON

BAFTA’s 
2016
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So how much did the FBI pay 
to get into the San Bernardino 
shooters phone? FBI director 

James Comey indicated that they 
paid more than he "will make in the 
remaining seven years", which has 
been estimated in the region of $1.3m 
(around £900,000), although several 
US government sources have stated 
that they had paid under $1m.

Given that such a large amount 
of money has exchanged hands it 
is surprising that the identity of 
the hacker is unknown to Comey, 
although he said that the payment was 
“worth it” as the FBI now has a piece 
of hardware, or so� ware, which can be 
used to crack the password on other 
iPhone 5C’s running iOS9.

According to research � rm IHS 
Technology, there are about 16 million 
such phones in use in the US, and 
according to Apple more than 80% of 
them run iOS 9. � e FBI con� rmed 
that it would not tell Apple about the 
security � aw exploited in the hack, 
partly because the law enforcement 
agency does not know how it works.

It is unknown if the hack has 
been sold to any other agencies, 
or third parties. When a security 
� aw is discovered by developers 
it is usual to undergo a period of 
responsible disclosure, this means 

that the o� ending service provider, or 
developer, is informed of the security 
� aw and given a reasonable period in 
which to � x the � aw.

As the FBI’s external hacker is 
unknown, and there has been a refusal 
to share information with Apple, the 
iPhone 5C has been le�  vulnerable 
meaning that anyone with an iPhone 
without a � ngerprint sensor is at risk 
of being hacked. It is still unclear what 
information the FBI now has access to, 
with some US news outlets reporting 
that nothing of interest has actually 
been found on the device in question.

Authorities have been known to 
o� er big rewards for � nding bugs in 
various so� ware. Last year Zerodium 
- a � rm that negotiates bug bounties 
- o� ered $1m for a web-based exploit 
against iOS 9, which was subsequently 
claimed.

On Tuesday 19th April, Apple 
revealed that US authorities had asked 
for user data 1,015 times during the 
second half of 2015. � is number is 
up from 971, during the � rst half of 
2015, and 788 during the last half of 
2014. Apple received signi� cantly 
fewer requests during the second half 
of 2013, totaling 638.

� e information requested related 
to services such as iMessages, emails, 
photos and device backups. Apple 

provided data in response to 82% 
of the requests, about average for 
the California technology company. 
While the number of requests has 
gone up, the number of users a� ected 
by such requests has � uctuated, with 
the number of users being roughly 
the same in the latter half of 2014 and 
2015.

� e number of requests is consistent 
with the changing world of consumers 
using tools such as iMessage, email, 
contact lists and diaries, which can 
all be backed up as part 
of an iCloud account, 
as opposed to a landline 
which can be tapped 
with the help of a phone 
company.

Apple stated in their transparency 
report that “If there’s a question about 
the legitimacy or scope of the request, 
we challenge it, as we have done so as 
recently as this year”. Unfortunately 
Apple is facing a rapidly increasingly 
number of requests relating to 
national security, which o� en come 
accompanied with a gagging order, or 
are classi� ed.

In the latter half of 2015, the US 
government made between 1,250 and 
1,499 national security requests to 
Apple, a� ecting between 1,000 and 
1,249 accounts. � at’s up from 750 

to 999 requests, a� ecting 250 to 499 
accounts during the � rst half of 2015.

On Tuesday 19th April, the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) 
� led a lawsuit in federal court seeking 
to � nd out whether the government 
had ever used a court order to make a 
company break their encryption. � e 
US recently jailed a man for several 
months a� er refusing to decrypt 
hard drives suspected of containing 
indecent images of children.

� e court order states that the man 
will remain in custody "until such time 
that he fully complies" with an order 
to decrypt the devices. � e man, a 
former police sergeant, has not yet 
been charged with possessing illegal 
images, and is appealing against his 
detention. 

According to his appeal, he appeared 
at the district attorney's o�  ce to enter 
passcodes for the hard drives - but 
they failed to work. When he was 
ordered to explain why he failed to 
enter the correct passcodes he invoked 
his Fi� h Amendment rights, not to 
self-incriminate.

� e EFF stated: 
"Compelled decryption 
is inherently testimonial 
because it compels a suspect to use 
the contents of their mind to translate 
unintelligible evidence into a form 

that can be used against them."
A district court had ruled that the 

man would not be compelled to 
decrypt the hard drives, however, 
when investigators took the case to 
a federal court they were issued a 
warrant to search the devices. � e 
government invoked the All Writs Act 
in order to force the man to cooperate 
in the criminal investigation, this is the 
same law which was used by the FBI 
to try and compel Apple to decrypt the 
iPhone.

� e man's appeal contends that he 
should not be forced to decrypt the 
hard drives because the investigators 
do not know for certain whether 
indecent images are stored on them. 
� e EFF agreed, by stating that 
"Complying with the order would 
communicate facts that are not 
foregone conclusions already known 
to the government".

Given that many services, such 
as WhatsApp, are becoming fully 
encrypted we could see a spat of 
similar cases compelling users to 
divulge their passwords. Although 
these cases are clearly centered within 
the US, their rami� cation will be felt 
worldwide as other countries follow 
suit in order to obtain sensitive, 
and potentially crucial, information 
relating to investigations.

APPLE V F.B.I. (III)

Is it ironic that the FBI and 
various government, and 
commercial networks have been 

compromised? We all know that 
various organisations, such as GCHQ 
and the NSA, have been spying on us 
for years but leaked documents have 
revealed that a hacking group has been 
spying on them since at least 2011.

� e “group of malicious cyber ac-
tors” are believed by security experts 
to be the government-sponsored hack-
ing group known as APT6.

� ere is not much public literature 
about the group, other than a couple 
of old reports, but APT6, which 
stand for Advanced Persistent � reat 
6, is a codename given to a group 
believed to be working for the Chinese 
government.

Kurt Baumgartner, a researcher at 
the Russian security � rm Kaspersky 
Lab, stated that “[if] this is one of the 
earlier APTs, they de� nitely go back 
further than 2011 or whatever—more 
like 2008 I believe”.

A security alert shows that foreign 
government hackers are still 
successfully hacking and stealing 
data from US government’s servers, 
their activities have been going 
unnoticed for several years. � is is 
unsurprising as the US government 
has revealed that a group of hackers, 
widely believed to be working for the 
Chinese government, had in� ltrated 
the computer systems of the O�  ce of 
Personnel Management (OPM) for 
more than a year. In the process, they 
stole highly sensitive data about several 
millions of government workers and 
even spies.

� e FBI lists a long series of websites 
used as command and control 

servers to launch phishing attacks 
“in furtherance of computer network 
exploitation activities in the United 
States and abroad since at least 2011.” 
Domains controlled by the hackers 
were “suspended” as of late December 
2015, according to the alert, but it’s 
unclear if the hackers have been 
pushed out or if they still have access 
to the hacked networks.

Michael Adams, an information 
security expert who served more 
than two decades in the US Special 
Operations Command, and who has 
reviewed the alert stated that it “looks 
like they were in for years before they 
were caught, god knows where they 
are,” “Anybody who’s been in that 
network all this long, they could be 
anywhere and everywhere.”

Adams purported that this alert 
shows that the US government is still 
not in control of what is going on 
inside its most sensitive networks. � e 
FBI declined to comment on the alert, 
only saying that it was just another 
example of a 
routine notice 
to private 
p a r t n e r s , 
“ p r o v i d e d 
in order to 
help systems 
administrators 
guard against 
the actions 
of persistent 
c y b e r 
criminals.”

Kyrk Storer, a 
spokesperson 
for FireEye, 
c o n f i r m e d 
that the 

domains listed in the security alert 
“were associated with APT6 and one 
of their malware backdoors,” and that 
the hackers “targeted the US and UK 
defense industrial base.” � ey are 
”likely a nation-state sponsored group 
based in China,” which ”has been 
dormant for the past several years.”

At this point, it is unclear whether 
the FBI’s investigation will lead to 
any convictions. However, two years 
a� er the US government charged 
� ve Chinese military members with 
hacking US companies, it is clear 
hackers have not given up attacking 
US targets. Indeed back in February 
a list of 20,000 FBI agents details were 
stolen and published online.

A hacker promised he would dump 
online a list of more than 20,000 
agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and 9,000 Department 
of Homeland Security o�  cers. � e 
hacker initially carried out part of 
his promise, publishing a list of 9,000 
DHS employees. On the subsequent 

Monday, less than 24 hours later, the 
hacker ful� lled the remaining part of 
his promise.

A DHS spokesperson said the 
agency is looking into the reports, 
though “there is no indication at 
this time that there is any breach of 
sensitive or personally identi� able 
information.” � e FBI declined to 
comment and directed the media to 
the Department of Justice who stated 
that the department “is looking into 
the unauthorized access of a system 
operated by one of its components 
containing employee contact 
information.”

Peter Carr, a spokesperson for the 
DoJ, said in a statement that “this 
unauthorized access is still under 
investigation; however, there is no 
indication at this time that there is 
any breach of sensitive personally 
identi� able information”. � e hacker 
responsible for this breach reached 
out to Motherboard through a 
compromised DoJ email account, 

claiming to have 
obtained the 
stolen data by 
compromising 
that account 
and then using 
it to access a DoJ 
portal. 

M i c h a e l 
Adams, an 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
security expert 
who served 
more than two 
decades in the 
US Special 
O p e r a t i o n s 
C o m m a n d , 

criticized the US government for its 
failure to protect data, especially in 
the a� ermath of the embarrassing 
and damaging hack on OPM, the 
government agency that handles 
employee information.

It is not only the US who are under 
attack, as Malcolm Turnbull, Prime 
Minister of Australia, has revealed 
when stating that “In this spirit of 
openness, and the need for clear 
leadership to break down a culture of 
denial as to the scope and scale of cyber 
threats, I can con� rm reports that the 
Bureau of Meteorology su� ered a 
signi� cant cyber intrusion, which was 
� rst discovered early last year”.

He went on to say that “the 
Department of Parliamentary Services 
su� ered a similar intrusion in recent 
years. � ose organisations have 
worked hard with the experts at the 
Australian Cybersecurity Centre to 
understand and � x the vulnerabilities.”

Nick Xenophon, an independent 
Senator, criticised the Australian 
government for refusing “to disclose 
how many breaches there have been of 
cybersecurity involving government 
agencies, what the implications of 
those breaches are and when it comes 
to Australian citizens”. “[Australians] 
have no idea of how many breaches 
there have been of their own mobile 
phones, of their email, of their 
electronic data”.

He continued, “My information 
is that these breaches have been 
widespread. We don’t know how much 
damage has been done to Australia’s 
national interest. Not only in terms 
of government but also Australian 
companies as a result of these 
breaches.”

US and Australian Governments Hacked
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If you haven't heard of Android 
you must have been hiding under 
a rock somewhere? � e problem is 

that Alphabet, the parent company to 
Google, has been accused of abusing 
their market dominance in order to 
push their own services. � e case the 
European Commission has brought 
against the company is reminiscent 
of that which it brought against 
Microso�  a few years ago, in this case 
the company was accused of forcing 
users to use it’s Internet Explorer 
browser, and until recently they were 
forced to o� er a selection of browsers 
when you � rst install a new version of 
Windows.

It is arguable that the case against 
Google is more serious, although 
they o� er the Android Open Source 
Project (AOSP) - which is utilised in 
smartphones, tablets, and embedded 
devices such as sensors, fridges, cars 
and industrial machines - which is free 
for anyone to use, change, modify or 
adapt for practically any purpose there 
are many stipulations which it forces 
on manufacturers who wish to use 
their apps and services.

Google’s stipulations may not 
be apparent to everyone, a� er all 
Amazon’s Fire OS is void of any 
Google products, but if you have a 
mainstream device you will probably 

be able to easily identify them. In order 
to be licensed to use Google’s app suite 
the manufacturer must include 11 key 
applications: Gmail, Google Chrome, 
Google Drive, Google Hangouts, 
Google Maps, Google Play Movies, 
Google Play Music, Google Photos, 
Google Play Store, Google Search, and 
YouTube.

� ese key apps can take up valuable 
space on a device - especially where 
manufacturers only inform customers 
of the devices total memory, and not 
its usable memory - but they do not 
stop manufacturers from including 
competing applications, such as 
Samsung’s inclusion of OneDrive 
and Dropbox, they even include their 
own browser. Unfortunately you 
cannot usually uninstall these apps 
and services, the best you can do is 
“disable” and hide them, meaning 
that they still continue to take up that 
precious memory.

As well as these apps, a new phone 
must include the Google Search box 
on the � rst home screen, as well as 
the icon for Google Play and a folder 
with Google’s other apps. Users are 
free to remove the apps and search 
widget from the homescreen, but they 
must be there when the device is � rst 
activated.

Although Google is also accused 

of providing � nancial incentives to 
manufacturers and mobile phone 
operators on condition of exclusively 
pre-installing Google Search on their 
devices, the crux of the European 
Commission's complaint is that 
Google will not allow manufacturers 
to include the Google Play Store - 
which contains the largest collection 
of third-party Android apps - without 
including the other applications, and 
having Google Search set as the default 
search provider.

� e Commission is concerned 
that Google’s practice “may lead to a 
further consolidation of the dominant 
position of Google Search in general 
internet search services” and “that 
these practices a� ect the ability 
of competing mobile browsers to 
compete with Google Chrome”.

� ere are concerns that their practice 
may also “hinder the development 
of operating systems based on the 
Android open source code and the 
opportunities they would o� er for 
the development of new apps and 
services”. Although this is a valid 
point, those who use third party 
AOSP systems, such as cyanogenmod, 
already sideload the app store and 
other relevant services. Although 
this is contrary to Google’s licensing 
agreement, users of Amazon’s Fire 

OS have also been known to sideload 
Google’s services.

Microso�  have been � ghting back 
over Google’s market dominance by 
forcing users of its Cortana digital 
assistant in Windows 10 to use Bing. 
Microso�  have stated that this move 
was so that users could get the most 
out of other search-related features in 
its products.

Ryan Gavin, 
Microso� 's head 
of search and 
Cortana,  said that 
Microso�  was adding 
extras to Edge 

and Bing that meant it made sense 
to tie these programs to Cortana 
instead of other search engines and 
browsers as anything else would be a 
"compromised experience that is less 
reliable and predictable".

Although Microso�  are touting 
an "end-to-end personal search 
experiences", it could be argued that 
this is a move to retain users valuable 
data. Danny Sullivan, from Search 
Engine Land, said it was a mistake to 
limit "deliberate choices" users made, 
and that “Microso�  is taking some big 
liberties”.

Mr Sullivan went on to criticise 
the convoluted process Windows 10 
users have to follow to change the 

default search engine used on Edge 
and Internet Explorer. Such issues saw 
Microso�  at the center of an antitrust 
suit in 2001 when they were accused of 
becoming a monopoly and engaging in 
abusive practices contrary to section 1 
and 2 of the Sherman Antitrust Act 
1890.

At the moment it is unclear what 
will become of this case, although 
the last intervention of the European 
Commission saw Google split into 
Alphabet and its subsidiaries. It is also 
debatable whether anything can be 
done about Google’s search dominance 
as 90% of searches are carried out via 
Google. By contrast, Bing accounts for 
about 3% of searches.

It is not clear why the Commission 
have targeted Google as opposed to 
Apple - whose ecosystem has zero 
competition on operating systems or 
handsets. � e only valid argument for 
the Commission’s attack on Google 
seems to be that they have a much 
larger market share than Apple.

� e preliminary view of the European 
Commission is that Google holds a 
dominant position in three di� erent 
markets, which the Commission calls 
"general internet search services, 
licensable smart mobile operating 
systems, and app stores for the 
Android mobile operating system."

Europe V Google

Have you ever sent or received 
an illicit text message or 
picture? Or do you know 

someone who has regretted sending 
a SnapChat or two? Well maybe you 
should think twice, especially if you 
are under 18.

A Freedom of Information request 
by the charity revealed that the 
number of children reported to North 
Wales Police for so-called ‘sexting’ rose 
considerably between 2013 and 2015. 
In the majority of cases obtained by 
the charity, the children were under 
15. � e issue is becoming more 
prevalent with more accessible and 
cheaper technology. In 2013, just two 
children were reported for distributing 
indecent images. � is increased to 
four in 2014, before exploding to 28 
suspected o� ences reported to the 
police in 2015. When looking at such 
statistics it is important to be aware 
that this is just one police service, a 
freedom of information request by 
this paper can compare the number 
of reported cases, of sexting under the 
age of 18, to Gwent Police for 2013 to 
2015. 

Over the years we have been provided 
� gures for, 1st April 2013 - 31st March 
2015, � gures have also increased, from 
2 (1st April 2013 - 31st March 2014), to 
25 (1st April 2014 - 31st March 2015).

Although the trend is worrying, 
the ability to save and distribute 
such images is more worrying. � e 
Malicious Communications Act, and 
Protection from Harassment Act 
have been used previously to protect 
individuals, yet the government has 
felt it necessary to make revenge porn 
a speci� c o� ence under the Criminal 
Justice and Courts Act due to a 
worrying trend of publication.

Many indecent images are sent via 

SnapChat with the view that they 
cannot be saved, this has provided a 
false sense of security with apps such 
as SnapSave being able to record a 
video or image without the sender 
knowing. 

If you have the technical know 
how you can also extract an image 
by changing the orientation of your 
phone whilst viewing the snap. � is 
is because the phone saves and resizes 
the image to � t the new orientation. 
� is is also how law enforcement may 
be able to extract maliciously sent 
images.

It may seem obvious that sexting 
through the likes of Facebook, 
Instagram and WhatsApp are more 
permanent forms of such messages but 
some still choose to use them through 
assumed names in order to obtain adult 
work. � e problem with this is that 
images may be saved or downloaded 
by individuals to redistribute, or even 
bribe the subjects or their friends and 
family. From the information we have 
received, the majority of cases reported 
concern standard texting, although the 
number of cases reported concerning 
Facebook are signi� cant.

It was only earlier this month that 
an Australian teen was banned from 
the use of social media a� er posting 
illicit pictures of her boyfriend’s ex-
girlfriend. Sentencing Magistrate 
Maxine Baldwin is hoping that the 
exclusion will enable her to learn how 
to use social media “responsibly”, 
stating that this could be “It might be 
the best six months of your life. You 
won’t have to look at your phone every 
� ve minutes.” Unlike the UK revenge 
porn is not yet a speci� c crime in 
Australia.

� e court was told that the illicit 
images were removed, and the young 

woman apologised a� er the victim 
phoned her to complain. � e issue for 
the victim was that the damage had 
already been done, and the images, 
intended for her then partner, had 
already been openly published on the 
internet. 

Egor Tsvetkov, a Russian 
Photographer, warned earlier this 
month of the commodi� cation of 
our faces and online pro� les, or the 
‘end of anonymity’, as he put it. � is 
may be seemingly unrelated to the 
article thus far, until I point out an 
app called FindFace, which uses facial 
recognition to search public pro� les in 
order to � nd similar looking people.

Global Voices reports that just three 
days a� er Tsvetkov started a project, 
to try and � nd strangers he passed 
on his commute, was featured in the 
Russian press, users of Russian forum 
Dvach - similar to 4Chan - were 
inputting images of porn actresses 
into FindFace. When the users found 
a match on social media, the forum 
members then started contacting 
friends and family of the actresses to 
alert them to the dishonourable acts of 
their friend or loved one.

Vkontakte quickly took steps to 
shut down forum threads harassing 
the women identi� ed. However, a 
representative for FindFace admitted 
in an interview with Tjournal that they 
are powerless to stop people abusing 
their app in this way but will “provide 
any information needed to � nd the 
users responsible for this harassment.”

Essentially this app will allow users 
to � nd anyone in an illicit photograph 
or video. � e application does not 
� lter out younger users, with many 
lying about their age to social media 
networks this function may be a mute 
point anyway.

The Dangers of Sexting
Am I the only person who 

usually forgets to drink enough 
water? Even when I was trying 

really hard, preparing litre bottles 
each morning to try and drink more I 
would just… not drink it. If only there 
was an app for that – and there is!

Plant Nanny is an app that encourages 
you to drink water by providing you 
with an adorable virtual plant to look 
a� er. Each cup of water you drink 
helps your plant baby stay healthy and 
grow into adulthood.

You then get to keep your adult 
plants ‘outside’ where they happily give 
you seeds so that you can upgrade to 
fancier plants later on. Better still, the 
plant noti� es you when it’s thirsty (and 
you probably are too) so that you don’t 
forget.

Your choices are limited to three 
plants at the beginning (unless you are 
willing to buy more seeds with real-life 
money) but they are all adorable so 
that is not too upsetting. You can tap 
on the plant pot to change its design 
and then the baby is yours.

A� er a few days of drinking enough 
water your plant will level up to a new 
cute form. � en you have to keep 
drinking more, growing more levels 
until � nally, a� er around 40 litres of 
water, your plant baby becomes an 
adult. You then get the choice to stick 

with your current plant or move them 
outside so you can have a new baby to 
care for. Don’t worry – you can still 
visit your � rst baby!

Sound simple enough? It should be 
but, if you are anything like me, you 
will muck up a few times.

When your plant is thirsty, it gets 
this miserable look on its adorable 
face, and a tiny water drop in a speech 
bubble next to it. � e plants ask for 
around 3 litres of water a day and only 
really stops being thirsty once you’ve 
hit 2 litres a day without having any 
bad days.

A� er too many bad days in a row the 
plant will start to die and you will have 
one day to drink enough water before 
it shrivels up. � ere is Water of Life 
that you can use to bring them back 
(or you can just bury them if you are 
a heartless git) but eventually you will 
run out, and it costs a lot of seeds to 
buy more.

For beginners, I would recommend 
the Cactus, which, I found, was by 
far the easiest plant not to kill. � e 
Devils’ Ivy is the cutest plant all the 
way through though, so it depends 
whether you want a baby plant that is 
hard to kill, or a baby plant that makes 
you melt.

Just don’t let your baby die!

Plant Nanny
by KATE STUART
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Gavin Extence is fairly new on 
the literature scene and argu-
ably; this novel in my opinion 

can be considered his big break. It is 
something like no other and as I am 
writing this review I am � nding it hard 
to � nd the words that truly do this 
book justice. It’s safe to say it has a last-
ing impact on anyone that reads it. 

� e story takes us on a journey. We 
start o�  in the unconventional family 
setting, feel the pain of bullying and 
cry and laugh when we are faced with 
the sad realities that life throws at you. 

� e � rst thing to point out about this 
book, is that it plays on the uncanny 
and the unimaginable and makes 
them so convincing you truly start to 
believe in the possibility of… well, you 
will just have to read it and � nd out. 

Even though it is � ctional, it some-
how makes the book so relatable to 

such a wide variety of audiences. � is 
is achieved through the struggles of 
growing up in the harsh environment 
that the school setting can provide 
and also the prospect of growing old. 
It certainly pulls on your heartstrings. 

An element truly enticing about this 
book is that it takes you on a “journey” 
with the characters in a physical and 
emotional sense. You travel abroad il-
legally with them, you cry and feel the 
pain with them. Yet, somehow you are 
consumed with the idea of a bitter-
sweet ending and a� er that you begin 
to debate your understanding of life 
and the universe (farfetched I know, 
but you have to read it to understand 
it). 

Something that I found so charming 
about this little gem of a book is the 
inter-textual reference to other literary 
masterpieces. I am eternally grateful 

for the introduction to Kurt Vonnegut 
that this book gave to me. A� er read-
ing this novel by Gavin Extence novel 
and then to read Kurt Vonnegut, I truly 
understood the work of this wonderful 
author. To this day I can safely say that 
this book has provided me with a dif-
ferent perspective to have towards life. 
I now appreciate the simpler things 
more, and when a book can make you 
change as a person, you know it’s good. 

Apparently, it’s not just me who loved 
this book…”Hugely enjoyable” (� e 
Observer), “Funny and touching” 
(� e Sunday Times). Lastly, the most 
accurate view of them all: “Warm and 
funny and tragic and upli� ing all in 
one” (Jasper Fforde). Now, if a book 
can achieve all of that in one, it is hard 
not to like. So go on, give it a try. 

� e Universe Versus 
Alex Woods

REVIEW

by CHLOE HEATH

by CHLOE HEATH

Do we live in “paper towns”?
Since the invention of the kindle 

and ebooks, it has been estimat-
ed that the sale of print books 

has fallen by £150 million pounds in 
5 years, according to the eyes of the 
Guardian in January 2015. But is this 
really true? 

Sadly for me, in my hometown, I 
had to witness the closing of a beloved 
business. As a proud bookworm from 
a young age, I spent many an a� er-
noon trawling the isles in awe of the 
fact I could escape to a di� erent world 
in a book. For all the book-lovers out 
there, there is no better feeling in the 
world; watching that shop close was 
like closing my favourite book on the 
� nal chapter and then start to debate 
my entire life’s choices a� erwards. 

But, it has been said that your good 
old trusty paperback is far from dead. 
Why is the paperback, back on track? 

Could it be that we are still fortunate 
enough to live in a generation that 
pride themselves in the simple pleas-
ure of holding a book, bending back its 
pages and admiring its purity?

� e sales of electronic books (eb-
ooks) allegedly only accounts for 20% 
of the magical world of book sales, 
which truly does show that we cannot 
get enough of the print. However that 
20% still exists, and undeniably the eb-
ooks still has its quirks. 

So what is it to be? A good old book 
or the technological revolution?

For me personally, I can’t see my-
self converting to the kindle any 
time soon. I pride myself in the cave 
of battered novels that I call a bed-
room. But, the overall idea remains 
the same; escape to the world of lit-
erature, in whatever form you choose. 

� e pros of the paper:
 

• It’s simple and satisfying- you pick 
it up, turn the pages. Hardly rocket 
science. If you’re technologically inept 
like myself, you can’t go wrong. 

• You are supporting an age-old in-
dustry; scrawling things down has 
been done since caveman were hunt-
ing bears with twigs for tea. 

• It keeps local businesses going- that 
old couple on the corner will be eter-
nally grateful. 

� e cons:

• Holidays- you can never ever have 
enough books to read whilst you are 
sunning yourself in Spain, or hiding 
from the drizzle in Devon. Paperbacks 
take up a lot of room in your suitcase, 
and if it does rain, you get a crinkly 
page (no one wants that in their life) 

• Storage- there are only so many 
bookcases you can � t into a room, or if 
you hoard like me, your entire house. 
It gets to a point where you begin to 
lose light in your room because your 
signed copies of Jacqueline Wilson 
books that you got when you were 8 
are blocking the window sill. 

So, it can’t be denied that a 
kindle does have its uses: 

• It is small and lightweight so you 
can stu�  it in your hand luggage no 
problem. 

• It is also not too di�  cult to use and 
it can essentially hold an entire library, 
at your � ngertips, which if you ask me 
is pretty awesome. 

• Ebooks can sometimes be cheaper- 
happy bank balances and customers all 
round. 
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FASHION
DESIGNER VS HIGH STREET: TOPS
BLOUSES CROP TOPS

STRIPES V NECK

PRINTEDLONG SLEEVED

Versace, £130 Topman, £15Burberry, £185 Topman, £22

Alexander Wang, £115 River Island, £6 Tom Ford, £225 New Look, £7.99

Elie Tahari, £195 Topshop, £34 Pinko, £134 New Look, 17.99
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HOW TO SURVIVE THIS SUMMER

by CHARLOTTE MANSELL

The summer is fast approaching 
and the time spent in lectures, 
completing essays and revis-

ing is soon ending. Finally you can 
relax.  Ahhhhh.  However, what will 
you do with all of your free time?  The 
summer months can get boring and 
you’ll soon be missing university….  
Well, that is unless you do it right.  
There is much more to summer than 
sleeping and watching Net� ix, make 
sure you get the most out of your 
summer; here are some top tips in 
how you can spend your time:

Festivals
If you still have some spare money 

from your student loan then why not 
try to put some of it towards a ticket?  
Festivals are a great way to spend a 
bank holiday or weekend away with 
your friends, as well as to see your 
favourite acts.  There are a variety 
of festivals that happen all over the 

country that you can attend, so if 
you’re not into wearing wellies and 
watching live acts, why not go to a 
food festival (don’t forget to try the 
samples) or even a comedy one?  All 
can be found on thefestivalcalendar.
co.uk.  However, if you’d rather earn 
some cash while attending a festival 
it may be worth checking the job 
lists.

Working
Wondering how you can get a 

job while enjoying your favourite 
festival? Sign up to student job 
websites where you can potentially 
apply for a job as a stagehand or 
even parking assistant. Then, after 
the task is done,  get to enjoy the 
festival while being paid!  Perfect.  If 
the festival scene isn’t for you, fear 
not. There will be hundreds of other 
jobs out there willing to employ part 
time.  However, if you want to spend 
more time in the sun rather than in an 
o�  ce fetching tea, ever considered 

working abroad?  Allowing you to 
earn money for next year’s fresher’s 
week as well as being out in the sun.

Holiday
If you’ve managed to get a job 

abroad, make sure you set some time 
aside and remember to relax.  For 
those who aren’t working overseas, 
if you’ve saved up some pennies 
from working or even got some 
student loan left from all the ‘books’ 
you’ve bought, why not go away 
for a few days and relax in the sun.  
Last minute deals may be cheaper, 
allowing you to have more money for 
some holiday spending.  Better yet, if 
you can go with your family, you may 
not even have to pay for the � ights or 
your room.

Spend time with 
friends and family

Since you’ve been away, much 
will have changed in your friends 
and family member’s life, why not 

take this opportunity to meet up 
with them and catch up.  There are 
especially many summer family deals 
you could take advantage of, such as 
ones for Drayton Manor and Alton 
Towers.  However, if your family aren’t 
up for scares or rides why not even 
just spent time on the beach. Even if 
you don’t live by the coast, the time 
on the road would make perfect time 
for telling them what’s happened to 
you at university.

New hobbies
You may � nd that there will be days 

where your family and friends won’t 
be free and you may have time alone, 
don’t reach for Net� ix just yet, as you 
have this time to try things you may 
not have had time to do at university.  
Start a new hobbies, you may � nd 
you’re amazing at dance or juggling. 
Why not try something new, you 
never know, you may even take it up 
as a society next year and make new 
friends.

Prepare for university.
Okay, so what is there to do when 

you’ve had a full summer. You’ve had 
a part time job, gone on multiple 
family day trips and even been to 
Kavos… twice.  Well, the last thing 
you can do is to start preparing.  If 
you know you have a dissertation 
that will need to be done there would 
be no harm in doing a bit of research 
around the topic or even getting 
yourself mentally ready for the early 
9am lectures.  Ensure your � rst day 
back isn’t a rush or � urry, you could 
even use this as a good excuse to go 
shopping and persuade your parent 
why you need the neon vest top.

I hope that you now have some 
idea on what you can do this sum-
mer aside from catching up on 
Game of Thrones and Orange is the 
New Black.  Have a good summer 
Bangor students. See you all next 
year!

by MEL GREEN

If you’re looking for an alterna-
tive spring/summer activity, 
and don’t mind creepy crawlies, 

insect-hunting might be for you. 
Insects, bugs and spiders aren’t 
everyone’s cup of tea, understand-
ably, since they creep and crawl 
and look like they don’t belong 
on the planet. However, if you’re 
open-minded enough with an 
eye for detail, watching these tiny 
beasties going about their busi-
ness can be a very engrossing and 
rewarding experience.

A good place to start looking for 
anything insect-related is in, on or 
around trees, plants and bushes. 
Flowers are great at attracting 
nectar-feeding insects like bees, 
which in turn attracts predatory 
insects and spiders, the masters 
of silk, building webs between 
branches to trap their prey. Some 
insects prefer to live on trees, like 
shield bugs, assassin bugs and 
colourful ladybirds can all be spot-
ted on and around plants, usually 
hiding or hunting. Some might be 

well camou� aged to avoid being eat-
en by birds; while others might want 
to burrow into soil.

Lifting a rock or fallen log is likely 
to reveal a more hidden world of 
insects, like ants, and crustaceans 
(woodlice, for example) that prefer 
darker places to live. Some beetles 
prefer the more secretive world too, 
and many will lay their eggs which 
grow into grubs, under rocks or 
in soil. Predatory centipedes hunt 
through the darker undergrowth, 
and millipedes, one of the recyclers 
of the insect world, bulldoze their 
way through soil and leaves.

Caterpillars, those cute and some-
times hairy predecessors to butter-
� ies and moths, tend to be a favour-
ite to many, and it may surprise you 
to see some extremely colourful and 
ornamented ‘pillars crawling around 
Bangor! While many are harmless, 
some can cause skin irritations, so 
if you’re not sure about them, it’s 
best to avoid handling them – that 
shouldn’t stop you enjoying the sight 
of them fumbling along looking for 
the next leaf to eat!

Bees are getting a lot of press cov-
erage these days, and as a vital part 
of the ecosystem, it’s a big concern 
that they’re not doing too well. Un-
like the more aggressive wasp, bees 
generally want to go about their own 
business, collecting nectar and pol-
linating plants, and more than likely 
won’t want to hurt you if you’re not 
bothering them. Sometimes, espe-
cially in the early spring, they get 
tired very easily and you might see 
them crawling lethargically along 
footpaths - this usually means they 
need an energy boost, which is 
something anyone can help with by 
dissolving some sugar in water and 
o� ering a spoonful to the bee to 
drink from (don’t o� er honey though, 
as this can transmit diseases into the 
bee’s hive!).

Treborth Botanic Gardens is a great 
place to start looking for interest-
ing creepy crawlies. If you’re curious 
about insects or insect hunting, or 
just want to know more, the Bangor 
University Society of Entomology is a 
great place to start!

An Alternative Summer Activity: Insect Hunting In Wales 
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We are lucky that we live in an 
age where we don’t have to 
rely on the sun in order to 

get a tan. With terrifying skin cancer 
stories clogging up our newsfeed on 
an almost daily basis, what are these 
alternatives and no, the sunbed isn’t 
one. Sunbeds give out U.V. rays. Yes, 
the same rays we are told to avoid. 
Over time these rays damage skin 
cells, which can eventually lead to 
skin cancer. This risk only increases 
the younger you are, which is why in 
many places under 18’s are banned 
from using sunbeds. In fact, under 
35’s increase the risk of developing 
skin cancer by 59%.

What then are the alternatives if 
sunbeds and good old natural sun-
light are out? Unsurprisingly, the 
answer lies at the bottom of a bottle. 
Fake tans are a great way of achiev-
ing a healthy glow although you do 
have to be careful to avoid looking 
like an extra from TOWIE.

For a great self-tanner that leaves 
a natural glow to your skin look no 
further than St. Moriz Advanced 
Pro Formula 5in1 Medium Mousse, 
£7.99. It’s a must have that leaves 
you with a lasting tan long after ap-
plication. 

Cocoa Brown by Marissa Carter 
1 Hour Tan Mousse - Dark, £7.99 

is another reasonably priced option 
worth taking a closer look at. It de-
velops in just over an hour making it 
one of the fastest acting self-tanners 
on the market. It’s also no slouch 
when it comes to staying power ei-
ther, promising to last for around a 
week. 

St Tropez Gradual Tan in Shower 
Lotion, £14.50 is a little bit of ge-
nius in a bottle as it can be used in 
the shower. Simply wet your skin, 
turn o�  the water and apply the tan 
before waiting for 3 minutes to wash 
o� . What you’ll be left with is a subtle 
glow that gently builds up each time 
you use it. 

For those of you needing a quick � x 
before a night out, try Fake Bake 5 
Minute-Mousse, £19.99. Perfect for 
tanners on the go, this super-speedy 
mouse will get you from bare to 
bronze in just � ve minutes. 

Finally, for all of you serious tan-
ners out there, look no further than 
Rimmel London Sunshimmer Self-
Tan Mousse, £7.99. It literally dries 
instantly so there’s no need to worry 
about nasty tan transfer. It’s also 
quite fast developing so you’ll be 
sporting a nice shade of mahogany 
within the hour. 

Risk-free Tanning

by JESS RAMANOUSKI

This summer, it is essential to 
wear the correct makeup, not 
just to look good, but to feel 

comfortable. It is always an incon-
venience when you have layers of 
makeup on in the hot weather. The 
only thing you should be layering on 
is sun cream.

Therefore, the summer makeup 
trends are popular for a reason, be-
cause they are sensible, comfortable 
and most importantly durable.

Makeup Revolution- Pro Illumi-
nate (£4)

This product allows you to brighten 
and highlight your face, it adds a sub-
tle glow and creates a natural touch 
of illumination.

Using a powder brush, you can 
wipe against the areas of the face 
to add a highlight. Alternatively, you 
can use it as a powder for your whole 
face after applying BB Cream or a 
light foundation.

This can be bought at your local 
Superdrug or at www.makeuprevo-
lutionstore.com

Rimmel London- Instant Tan BB 
Skin Perfector (£4.99)

This instant tan creates a healthy 
looking glow, it softens and evens 

your skin tone, whilst covering blem-
ishes and perfecting your skin.

BB Cream is a good replacement for 
foundation in the summer, as it is not 
heavy on your face and it allows you 
to get a tan. It lasts up to 24 hours, 
which is always a bonus in the hot 
weather and it only takes soap and 
water to remove it.

Collection- Lasting Perfection 
Concealer (£4.19)

We can trade our heavy founda-
tions for lightweight creams, but 
concealer is an essential in any sea-
son. However, it is important for that 
to be lightweight too, so our face isn’t 
melting halfway through the day.

After applying your foundation, 
choose a shade of concealer that 
matches your skin tone to cover any 
blemishes or imperfections

Using the applicator, dab the con-
cealer over the blemishes to cover. 
Using a concealer brush, gently 
blend until the joins between con-
cealer and foundation are seamless. 
As an alternative, you can also use 
a lighter shade to contour the nose 
and cheekbones using the same 
steps.

Available in stores such as Boots, 
Superdrug and most supermarkets

Summer is the season where nat-
ural rules so it’s the perfect time 
to ditch those sleek and perfect 

hairdos in favour of a more loose 
and healthy look. Of course, with 
the summer comes heat, humidity 
and harmful U.V. rays so how do you 
protect your hair while maintaining a 
healthy and natural appearance.

Cover up when out in the 
sun.

Use a scarf of hat to protect your 
tresses from damage caused by wind 
and the salt-� lled air at the seaside. 
Covering up also helps your scalp re-
tain moisture while o� ering protec-
tion against U.V. rays.

Cut down on your wash-
ing regime.

When you wash your hair frequent-
ly, you strip it of its natural oils. This 
then stimulates extra oil production, 

which in turn forces you to wash it 
more. Try rinsing your hair in warm 
water after a day at the beach rather 
than full-on washing it in order to get 
rid of the excess oil. Alternatively, use 
a natural dry shampoo such as corn-
starch to go a bit longer without 
washing.

Reduce the heat your 
hair is exposed to.

Your hair gets a lot of heat in the 
summer months so try not to blow 
dry if you can. It will actually air-dry 
quickly so think twice before reach-
ing for the hair-dryer and straighten-
ers.

Condition frequently.
 It’s always important to condition 

your hair but especially during hot 
summer months. For a quick natu-
ral condition simply rinse your locks 
in apple cider vinegar diluted with 

water. Also, use some shea butter or 
coconut oil to smooth and de-frizz 
your hair after washing to moisturise. 
The oil will add shine and if you have 
wavy hair, it will give you beautiful, 
natural air-dried curls. It’s also a good 
idea to give your hair a natural deep 
conditioning treatment once a week 
to get that bit of extra moisture into 
your tresses.

Brush less, comb more.
Avoid pulling anything through 

your hair when it’s wet as this is when 
it’s weakest. Instead, swap your trusty 
hairbrush for a wide toothed comb 
to relieve the stress on your hair. 
Brushes tend to pull and tear when 
they reach a snag, whereas combs 
are gentler when you’re trying to un-
tangle your locks. 

Summer Tips for Natural Hair

LESS THAN £5- SUMMER MAKEUP TRENDS
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by MERCEDEZ IRVING

by BETHAN MAY

The news is integrated into our 
everyday lives. Although it 
keeps the world connected, it 

also has its limitations; it spreads fear, 
which in turn can overshadow the 
world’s beauty. Egypt is a prime ex-
ample of this. 

Egypt is a beautiful country, and 
although precaution is exercised in 
any foreign country, I encourage you 
not to the let the fear rob you of the 
fascinating nature that lies within 
Egypt. My last trip to Egypt was al-
most a year ago, at the popular resort 
of Sharm El Sheikh (although I use 
the term ‘popular’ loosely this year). 
The travel resorts in this area are very 
quiet due to the negativity surround-
ing the country. Upon speaking to 
the locals, I uncovered the worry 
and hardship they face in providing 

for their families, with tourists now 
too afraid to enjoy and experience 
its charm. Unfortunately this piece 
doesn’t focus on Egypt’s famous pyr-
amids as these are situated at least 
6 hours away from Sharm El Sheikh. 
Instead, this article focuses on the lo-
cal adventures and beautiful views I 
experienced within the resort itself. 

Egyptian beaches are idyllic, and 
the straw huts we took shelter under 
were positioned on the shores of the 
red sea. The huts acted as precious 
shade from the hot white sand. The 
boat trips are a must for everyone’s 
bucket list. These boat trips allow 
you the opportunity to explore two 
shipwrecks, snorkel over the reefs of 
the red sea, and have photo oppor-
tunities to document the sand dunes 
and sunset at the end of the trip. As 

someone who has experienced the 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia, I can 
give you my word that the reef in this 
part of Egypt is a close second. My 
biggest regret from the whole expe-
rience was not scuba diving, as I have 
been told it is sensational. However, 
the tranquillity o� ered by the resort 
is not representative of the whole 
experience; Egypt is also known for 
its eccentric nightlife. The Hard Rock 
Cafe is a popular restaurant world-
wide, but in Sharm El Sheikh it is 
the local nightclub known for cheap 
alcohol and loud music, and what 
more could you want?

 Feeling adventurous, we took a trip 
to the busy town of Naama Bay, a 
short (and cheap) taxi ride away. This 
trip was my only disappointment, de-
spite its lively atmosphere and clubs. 

Interestingly Pacha – one of the clubs 
- actually burnt down whilst I ate my 
dinner in the adjoining restaurant. 
This experience made me thankful 
for the British � re department, as the 
Egyptian � re engine could only be 
described as a man with a van and 
a hose. Whilst a limited interest was 
directed towards the � re, the persis-
tence of the local men with young 
women such as myself could not be 
ignored. However, although I ad-
vise extra precaution to towns such 
as this, don’t be shy with what you 
wear. I, like many other tourists, wore 
shorts, so don’t feel the need to cover 
up completely. 

It should not be forgotten, howev-
er, that Egypt is a third world country. 
The views aren’t that of a modern so-
ciety, and there are plenty of bustling 

markets in which haggling skills are 
essential, with the constant push to 
buy herbal teas and hand creams 
hard to escape. On the other hand, 
Egypt o� ers insights into the world’s 
natural beauty and gives a parallel 
alternative to the fast-paced, techno-
logical society that we live in today. If 
the idea of Sharm El Shake still fright-
ens you, consider resorts such as the 
Radisson Blu in which activities are 
endless, whilst other resorts, the size 
of Bangor, o� er security at every en-
trance and exit. On the other side of 
fear is freedom, so don’t be afraid to 
fall in love with the allure of Egypt. 
With low prices of around £570 for 
10 days at � ve star hotels, there is no 
better time to go than the present.

Summer comes but once a year; 
unless you switch sides of the 
equator bi-annually. It can be 

so easy to fall into the mundane-
but-comfortable summer routine of 
part-time job, sunbathing and rekin-
dling old friendships, but this year I 
challenge you to try something new. 
Take a walk (or a leap) outside of your 
comfort zone.

1)      Take a City Break.
This is one of the things we always 

plan, but rarely get around to. Ex-
plore the Colosseum in Rome, take 
a gondola ride in Venice, or visit the 

Red Light District in Amsterdam. If 
you put in the research, you can eas-
ily source cheap and central hostels 
for a budget visit. Or, equally, you can 
treat yourself with a B&B or hotel. For 
those lacking ideas, select ‘cheapest 
month’, travelling to ‘everywhere’ on 
Skyscanner, and see what catches 
your eye.

2)      Take a di� erent bus/ train.
A simple idea, but one we rarely 

think of. It is easy to miss out on so 
much beauty and adventure right 
near our hometown, simply because 
we’ve settled into our own routine of 
sleep-work-eat in the same places, at 
the same times. Take a di� erent bus 

and get o�  at an unplanned stop, or 
drive your car, tossing a coin at every 
turning point – heads is right, tails is 
left – then explore wherever you end 
up. I suggest doing this during the 
day so if you get lost there’ll be: 1) 
people around, and 2) daylight.

3)      Volunteer Abroad
There are opportunities for eve-

rything; from teaching English, to 
teaching Yoga, to painting sheds. 
Any skill you have, or any skill you 
wish to develop, can be used to ben-
e� t others. You can source plenty of 
sites online, for example Workaway, 
which trades your skills for free food 
and accommodation. Alternatively, if 

you’re in need of money, look out for 
paid opportunities.

4)      Find a last minute, super 
cheap beach holiday.

Go by yourself, or take your friends 
and family with you. Turn up at the 
airport, bags packed on the day, or 
look online the week before. We’re all 
entitled to some sand and sun, (with-
out the accompanying Welsh wind), 
at least once a year. But try not to set 
yourself prior expectations of where 
you want to go or what you want 
to do; instead see what there is and 
make the best of it.

5)      Backpack.
Whether you plan a trip around 

Asia, or ‘wing’ a trip around Europe as 
you go, this cannot be emphasised, 
or done enough. It’s impossible not 
to grow as a person when you’re 
wearing the same t-shirt � ve days 
in a row because your other two are 
covered in mud, and haven’t slept in 
two days because you’ve stayed up 
for the sunrise.

Whatever it is, try something new 
and don’t just stick to your comfort 
zone. On your deathbed, you’ll be 
more grateful for the time you went 
white water rafting, than the time 
you got an Iphone8.

by BETHAN MAY

Try Something New

Dive Head-� rst 
into Egypt
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Ana Khan, English Language with Creative Writing 
Undergrad, returns to talk about her study abroad 

Down Under.

Ana in Australia

TRAVEL

Unfortunately, the time has 
come; my yearlong adventure 
is coming to an end. It feels 

like only yesterday that I was packing 
my bags back in England, wonder-
ing how I’d cope without seeing my 
friends or family for a year.

As I snoop on Facebook and see 
my fellow classmates back in Bangor 
enduring painful all-nighters in the 
hopes of handing their dissertation 
in on time, it � lls me with apprehen-
sion of what I’ll eventually have to go 
through when I get back.

This year has de� nitely been a roll-
ercoaster ride to say the least. It has 
had its ups and downs; moments 
when all I wanted was to come 
home, and when I researched get-
ting transferred here permanently. 
Study abroad has de� nitely changed 
me as a person and given me a 
new outlook on life. Not only have I 
gained friends and memories that I 
will cherish forever, but Australia will 
always be seen as my second home; 
a home away from home.

Possibly the most di�  cult prospect 
about studying abroad is voluntarily 
putting yourself out there and forc-
ing yourself -especially at the begin-
ning- to talk to anyone and everyone. 
Being lonely was one of my main 
concerns, however as mentioned in 

my previous articles, the friendliness 
and openness of Australians is admi-
rable. Truthfully, it took me a good six 
months to � nd the group of people 
that I felt completely comfortable 
with, and whom shared similar inter-
ests and values as myself; it was quite 
overwhelming being friends with 
everyone, but not really feeling as if 
I � tted in. However I am truly grateful 
that this has now changed. I’ve met 
people with personalities and traits 
that I have never witnessed in my 
21 years of existence- which is mor-
bid to say the least. You just have to 
accept that overtime you will come 
across people that simply do not like 
you, and instead of dwelling upon 
their approval it is better to just keep 
your distance and invest that time 
and energy into enriching yourself 
with knowledge, art and people with 
positive energy.

This experience has de� nitely 
made me more adventurous and in-
dependent; it has forced me to do a 
lot of soul searching. I am now that 
weird girl who is totally comfortable 
with hanging out alone in airports. It 
has also taught me to love my own 
company and prioritise- something 
that I was lacking greatly before 
coming here. I would rather put the 
money that I would otherwise spend 

getting my nails done every other 
week, towards a two-week trip to 
New Zealand. It really isn’t di�  cult 
travelling on a budget. Although at 
times the inner princess in me came 
out and I would phone my parents 
begging them to book me into a 5* 
hotel room, because camping wasn’t 
‘doing it for me’ (unless it was at a 
festival), but those long nights were 
also the most memorable nights and 
it has de� nitely taught me to be less 
spoilt.

It has also forced me to keep in 
touch with friends back at home. It 
is easy to drift apart once you get 
caught up in university work and 
new friends, but dropping a mes-
sage to your mates and family, let-
ting them know how you’re doing, 
doesn’t just put them to ease but also 
reminds you of your old life which I 
guess is on hold for a year.

This year has been one of the most 
memorable years of my life and I 
couldn’t recommend a study abroad 
enough. If you have the opportunity 
- do it! There is a huge di� erence be-
tween visiting a country on holiday, 
to moving and living there for a year.

When lectures start to come 
to an end, assignments 
are handed in and 

exams have been sat, you start to 
wonder just how you’re going to 
spend the summer break. Whilst 
a summer job would be good for 
your cv – and bank account – it 
can be hard to tame the travel bug.
 So if you’re planning on seeing a 
bit more of the world this summer, 
why not consider some of those 
slightly less obvious destinations? 
It’s amazing how going just a little 
‘o�  the beaten track’ can make the 
world of di� erence to your travel 
experience.

The golden beaches and vibrant 
colours of Southeast Asia may call 
to you, but how are you supposed 
to choose which country to travel 

to? Many travellers tend to visit a 
large chunk of the region in one go 
but that requires a lot of time and 
a bigger budget. So if it’s your � rst 
time to South East Asia and you’d like 
to keep costs low, why not consider 
Laos?   

Laos is the only landlocked country 
in Southeast Asia and can often be 
overlooked by travelers in favour of 
its neighbours Thailand, Vietnam and 
Cambodia. However, it is a country 
that still has a lot to o� er, from 
picturesque landscapes to stunning 
sunsets, it is a beautiful country and 
as tourism has not become popular 
yet it is a very quiet and relaxed 
destination – perfect to help you 
adjust to the very di� erent culture.  

The average daily cost of visiting 
Laos is around just £19.60 per 

person, meaning you can make the 
most of your trip without having 
to worry about going over budget. 
Highlights of a visit to Laos include 
the golden Pha That Luang temple, 
an impressive Buddhist stupa located 
in Vientiane, and is considered to 
be the most important Buddhist 
monument in Laos. The entrance fee 
of 5,000 LAK works out around 50p 
and all the surrounding temples are 
free to visit.

You should also consider: Wat Si 
Saket, the site of 2000 Buddhist 
statues; Vieng Xai, a town o� ering a 
brilliant glimpse into the country’s 
history; and then why not take a 
longtail boat down the Mekong 
River? 

If a trip to Asia isn’t quite what you 
fancy but you still want something 

completely di� erent from what 
you’re used to, whilst keeping 
to a budget, then how about 
Madagascar?  

With average daily expenses as low 
as £19 and the promise of plants and 
animals unseen anywhere else in the 
world, there’s very little reason why 
Madagascar wouldn’t be on your 
‘must-travel’ list. The island is the 
fourth largest in the world, and is, 
to put it simply, stunningly beautiful 
and thanks to it’s unique landscapes 
and � ora and fauna – 90% of 
Madagascar’s plants are unique to 
the island.

Tsingy de Bemaraha is 
Madagascar’s UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and is a stunning 
display of razor sharp limestone 
pinnacles known as the ‘Labyrinth of 

Stone’ - a de� nite must-see whilst on 
the island. But no visit to Madagascar 
would be complete without seeing 
lemurs.   The cheeky little primates 
are native to Madagascar and one 
of the best places to see them is 
the Anja Community Reserve near 
to Ambalavao. It is a woodland 
area, with a freshwater lake and 
surrounded by a number of rocks, 
boulders and bat-inhabited caves. 
The Anja Reserve is also home to a 
semi-tame colony of lemurs who will 
always be up for a photo or two.

So when you’re next booking your 
summer holiday don’t just take the 
easy route and book a familiar beach 
holiday or city break – consider 
widening your search!

Caught the
 Travel Bug?
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FEMALE FRESHER OF THE YEAR
AMBER ALLFORD

MALE FRESHER OF THE YEAR
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Bangor City FC have had a very 
up and down season to say the 
least. � eir � rst match of the 

season saw them face o�  against their 
Northern Welsh rivals Rhyl, a game 
which ended with a 1-1 draw. � eir 
next game saw an even worse result 
for � e Citizens as they lost 2-1 to Port 
Talbot Town. � is then picked up in 
their next game as they beat Airbus 
by a complete landslide of 4-1. � eir 
next round of � xtures didn’t end as 
comfortably or perhaps as expected 
with three straight losses, including 
a damning 3-0 defeat to Bala Town. 

A couple of days later, Bangor picked 
themselves back up with a hard earned 
victory against Gap Connah’s Quay. 
However, a� er this impressive victory, 
Bangor fell short against rivals Aber-
ystwyth Town when a� er being 2-1 up 
Bangor eventually lost 2-3 to Stephens 
and Reed goals, with the next game 
against New Saints going in a similar 
fashion. For the next couple of games 
Bangor picked themselves up bril-
liantly and started to look like their old 
selves again. � is � rst saw them face 
Newtown where Bangor looked strong 
from the very � rst minute as they 
scored through a Damien Allen goal. 
Ahmadi and Cummins later scored to 

give Bangor an impressive 3-0 win and 
all three points. � e match with Rhyl 
however was less exciting, but a 1-0 vic-
tory nonetheless. November as a whole 
was a roller coaster ride of a month for 
Bangor, with loss then victory, and an 
impressive one at that against Airbus, 
who they beat by a large margin previ-
ously. � e month ended with another 
loss against Carmarthen Town though 
it was a close match. December was 
probably Bangor’s least successful 
month as they were winless in their 
� rst three matches, including a devas-
tating 0-3 defeat to Aberystwyth. � e 
month did end with a victory against 
Llandudno to pick up their spirits, 

which certainly came into e� ect in Jan-
uary. January was by far Bangor’s most 
successful month. � ough it did start 
o�  with a defeat, in the three matches 
remaining, Bangor le�  the stadiums 
victorious with all three points, this in-
cluded the memorable comeback win 
against Rhyl. A� er a draw and a loss in 
February, Bangor then picked up an-
other successful run of form in March 
through to April as they remained un-
defeated. � e � rst against Carmarthen 
Town was only 1-0 but still a victory, 
followed by a 0-0 draw against Aber-
ystwyth. � e next match was yet an-
other stand out moment for Bangor 
this season when they won 4-3 yet 

again against Rhyl. � eir next match 
was just as memorable when they met 
Haverfordwest County, gaining all 
three points with an outstanding 5-2 
victory. � is however was Bangor’s 
last win of the season, with two draws 
to follow, and a � nal damaging end 
to the season which saw Bangor been 
beaten harshly by Aberystwyth 4-0. 
Bangor � nished their season in ninth 
place, narrowly avoiding relegation yet 
again. Next season will hopefully be a 
brighter one, as they search to regain 
the dominance in the league that they 
had years ago. Certainly, many perfor-
mances in this last season proved that 
this is still possible. 

A Look back at Bangor City FC’s Season

Leicester City are champions of 
England, who saw that com-
ing 12 months ago? In a season 

where the typical “big four” have huge-
ly underperformed, Leicester have 
completed one of the most unlikely 
triumphs in football history. From es-
caping relegation to champions in one 
season. � at’s how you do it.

At the other end of the table, Sun-
derland completed their annual great 
escape from relegation. Newcastle and 
Norwich dropped into the champion-
ship paying for years of mistakes and 

a lack of quality respectively. � en 
there’s Aston Villa, who have to be the 
worst team in Premier League history. 
Don’t argue with that, you know it’s 
true.

� ere have also been some absolute 
thrilling games this season. Liverpool’s 
5-4 win at Norwich, Stoke beating 
Everton 4-3 at Goodison Park and 
Newcastle’s 3-3 draw with Man Utd are 
just some that come to mind.

It has also been a season for some 
fantastic individual performances, un-
surprisingly from Leicester City. Riyad 
Mahrez, the PFA player of the year has 
notched 17 goals and 11 assists, whilst 

his teammate Jamie Vardy has scored 
24 goals and has 6 assists. � ey cost 
£1.4 million combined by the way. 
Even madder to think that Vardy was 
playing non-league football for Hali-
fax Town just 6 years ago!

Elsewhere, Spurs striker Harry Kane 
has had another brilliant season, and 
is desperately unlucky not to have a 
winners’ medal. David De Gea proved 
once again that he is a world class goal-
keeper. He came close to joining Real 
Madrid last summer but a faulty fax 
machine stopped his transfer. You can 
bet Man Utd are glad about that now.

As it is with football there were plen-
ty of manager changes. � ese includ-
ed Jürgen Klopp replacing Brendan 
Rodgers at Liverpool and ‘Big Sam’ 
taking over at Sunderland. Even the 
special one, Jose Mourinho was sacked 
from Chelsea with his champions 
languishing in the bottom half of the 
table. � e best appointment by a mile 
though is of course Leicester’s Claudio 
Ranieri, who everyone including their 
former striker Gary Lineker doubted. 
Yeah, well, now he has to do Match of 
the Day in his pants.

2015/16 has been wonderful and 
showed the world why the Premier 
League is the most exciting place in 
football. It will never be forgotten. All 
that’s le�  to say is bring on next season 
and let’s hope it’s just as entertaining.

The 2016 tennis Italian open has 
provided plenty of entertain-
ment for fans and spectators 

this year. � e most shocking event so 
far was the top ranked Swiss and mul-
tiple time grand slam winner Roger 
Federer leaving the competition early 
a� er being knocked out by Austrian 
Dominic � iem. Federer admitted be-
fore the match that he was short of � t-
ness a� er having surgery on his knee, 
this being a key factor in his loss, as 
he was beaten in straight sets by the 
Austrian. � ough the � rst set was a 
close a� air and went to a tiebreak, the 
second was a whitewash and proved 
simple for � iem. Nadal also looked to 
be another big name to be beaten so 
early, but he managed to crawl his way 
to victory by defeating the Australian 
Nikos Kyrgios. Britain’s Andy Mur-
ray also won his � rst match against 
Mikhail Kukushkin and then later Jer-
emy Chardy to progress through to the 
next round. � e world number one’s 
Serena Williams and Novak Djokovic 
also progressed in the competition 
a� er beating Christina McHale and 
� omaz Bellucci. Andy Murray faced 
Belgium’s David Go�  n in a � ght for 
the semi-� nal and won in style, taking 
the � rst set quickly and comfortably 
6-1, and the second set 7-6.  Federer’s 
champion � iem was knocked out on 
his road to the semi-� nals by Japan’s 
Kei Nishikori in straight sets. � e fa-

vourite Djokovic took on Nadal in the 
battle of the heavyweights and came 
out on top to progress to the semis. 
Also as expected, Serena Williams 
won her pre-semi-� nal match against 
Svetlana Kuznetsova in easy style 
without giving her a chance by win-
ning 6-2 and 6-0.

� e Semi-� nals got underway with 
Andy Murray facing underdog Lucas 
Pouille, in which Murray slaughtered 
him by winning in straight sets. � e 
other semi-� nal saw Djokovic play Ni-
shikori which was a closer a� air. Djok-
ovic lost the � rst set by some distance 
but won the � nal two to put himself 
through to the � nal against Murray.

Serena Williams also got through to 
the � nal a� er beating Romania’s Irina 
Begu to face Madison Keys. � e � rst 
set of the � nal was close, going to a tie 
break which Williams eventually won. 
� e second set however was simple as 
Williams showed her experience by 
dominating the young Madison Keys 
to win the second set 6-3, and in turn 
the championship.

� e � nal between Murray and 
Djokovic did not quite go as expected. 
Many predicted a very close encounter 
with Djokovic coming out on top but 
it was quite the opposite. Murray con-
trolled the game from start to � nish, 
breaking Djokovic serve on many oc-
casions to win in straight sets and the 
overall Italian Open 2016. 

The 2016 European Aquatic 
Championships got underway 
this past week and it started 

greatly with the 21 year old Tom Daley 
and 20 year old Grace Reid winning 
the mixed 3m synchronised event with 
a score of 321.06. � e recently formed 
Daley and Reid had only been a team 
for a matter of weeks but still managed 
to win the gold, making for an out-
standing achievement. � is event also 
marked the � rst time that men and 
women can perform together in a div-
ing event � nal, making the event even 
more memorable. Second place was 

awarded to the Italians Maicol Ver-
zotto and Tania Cagnotto with bronze 
given to Russia's Nadezhda Bazhina 
and Nikita Shleikher.

Later on in the championships, Da-
ley performed again with Dan Good-
fellow in the 10 metre synchronised 
diving. � ey both looked comfortable 
throughout, with the gold medal posi-
tion looking almost certain a� er the 
� rst � ve dives. A poor � nal dive cost 
them dearly as they only scored 4.4 
points, losing by a small margin of 0.96 
points to Germans Patrick Hausding 
and Sascha Klein. � ey still won silver 

medals nonetheless.
Daley later competed in the 10m in-

dividual platform, where things only 
got better for Daley. One word to de-
scribe his performance was tremen-
dous as Daley’s multiple dives won him 
a gold medal, winning with an overall 
score of 570.50, miles ahead of second 
place Viktor Minibaev.

Overall, Daley has put a brilliant per-
formance in during this competition 
and will certainly be looking forward 
to, and, be in good form for the Olym-
pics later this year in Brazil. 

Premier League 2015/16

Daley Dominates Championship Ups and Downs 
at Italin Open 2016

by JOE CAINE

by OLIVER KEITCH
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It’s been yet another successful year 
in sport for Bangor University, 
with improvement a� er improve-

ment and highlight a� er highlight. One 
particular major event of the year was 
the Ladies Hockey 1st winning in the 
Northern conference cup competition 
against York University back in March. 
Bangor Women had put in a strong 
performance all year round and were 
rewarded for their e� orts by making 
history as they were yet to make it to a 
� nal. � e game throughout was intense, 
with both teams clearly wanting the win, 
Bangor however were more prepared as 
they scored two goals. York did � ght 
back however to make it 2-2, but Bangor 
had the � nal laugh as they made it 3-2.

Another moment to remember during 
the season was the men’s Gaelic football 
team winning the British University Di-
vision Two Championship through hard 

e� ort and termination throughout the 
whole season. One other noteworthy 
event of the year was Bangor Women’s 
Judo club winning bronze at the BUCS 
Championships

Bangor Uni also put themselves on 
the UK University map in the � eld of 
Lacrosse where the Women’s lacrosse 
� nished top of the BUCS Northern 2A 
League. If there’s one thing this team 
is known for this year by other teams 
it’s that they are not shy about scoring 
goals. � is was shown right from the 
start of the year back in October when 
Bangor beat Manchester Met Uni by 23 
goals. � ey also later demolished Lan-
caster University 5-22 and Keele Uni-
versity 4-20 before the end of the year.

Some other major scores from Ban-
gor Uni include, Bangor Rugby Union 
Men’s 1st thrashing Liverpool John 
Moores 62-7 in the BUCS Northern 3A 

League, Bangor Men’s Hockey defeating 
Salford Men’s 10-0 in the Northern 3A 
league and Bangor Uni Women’s netball 
1st beating Liverpool Hope University 
71-4 in the Northern 4A league. � e 
Women’s Netball team put together a 
string of great performance, winning 
by great lengths with results like the one 
just mentioned and others such as their 
match against Manchester Met in which 
Bangor won 58-1, and beating Liverpool 
Hope 9-39.

A great year in sport wouldn’t be 
complete without winning Varsity, and 
Bangor did just that, and in great style. 
� e yearly event saw Bangor win over-
all by an astonishing 25-13 in a series 
of di� erent sports against welsh rivals 
Aberystwyth. � ere were so many great 
highlights and moments from the Var-
sity 2016. Some of those results include 
the great performance of both football 

teams, where the men won 2-1 in the 
� nal match and the women put 5 goals 
past Aber within the space of 20 min-
utes. � e men’s lacrosse also deserves a 
mention where they thrashed Aber 20-
4, with Bangor being in double � gures 
before Aber could even score. � e hock-
ey was very mixed in terms of results. 
Both the 2nds won, including the wom-
en winning by eight goals. � e 1st on the 
other hand lost their points to Aber, but 
still put up a dramatic and entertaining 
� ght for all the spectators. Both Rugby 
Union teams were also strong, as they 
were throughout the whole year. � e 
women managed to score 32 points 
and brilliantly didn’t concede a single 
point in the match, whilst the Men beat 
Aber 8-19 to help Bangor’s overall score. 
Bangor won in many other di� erent 
sports during the competition, includ-
ing American Football, Athletics, both 

Badminton, Basketball and Fencing 
Men and Women’s Golf, indoor Rowing, 
Rugby League, Squash, Swimming, Ten-
nis and Triathlon.

Overall, this year has been yet another 
year to remember in the � eld of sport 
for Bangor University, giving great ex-
citement to the fans and spectators. 
Bangor has also improved their position 
in the BUCS University Table in sport 
throughout the past year. In 2010 Ban-
gor � nished in 70th position but slowly 
began to crawl up the table and have 
� nished this year at 65th.  It’s no doubt 
that Bangor will continue to progress 
up the table over the next coming years, 
and with any luck Bangor will carry on 
the same great performances they have 
done this year, through to next year and 
many years to come. 

A Review of Bangors’ Sporting Highlights

Photos from Bangor’s many sport events from this year will be 
available on our Facebook page.facebook.com/serenbangor


