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PLAYING GOD? SERENDIPITY SPECIAL WEAVE YOU WON’T YOU?

New arts and innovation centre and students’ union delayed until 2015
Ponti-Oh-No

From en suite shared flats, to studios and 2 bed apartments, make the 
most of your time in Bangor by choosing Fresh Student Living. Register 
for Earlybird Savings now www.freshstudentliving.co.uk/bangorLIVE IT 

LIKE YOU’VE 
EARNT IT. Well, this is

Tickets to be refunded

by AMY BLACKWELL

Tuesday 16th September brought 
the news - devastating to some 
- that the long-awaited Pontio 

building would not be opening this 
year. � e news this follows earlier de-
lays, when the front of the building 
wasn’t complete by 22nd August, itss 
projected opening date. Pontio of-
� cials have now released a statement 
stating that the building will not open 
until February 2015. 

Bangor University's Vice Chancellor 
Professor John G. Hughes has said, “I 
fully recognise everyone’s disappoint-
ment at this further delay, but given the 
delays in the building schedule to date 
we have no other choice. � e building 
was due to be completed in sections, 
with the � rst section to be ready by 
August 22nd, however we are still wait-
ing for this work to be � nished.”

Good news for those that bought 
tickets though, as they are to receive a 
full refund, as well as a £5 voucher to 
use towards any future performances 

in the Bryn Terfel � eatre. Additional-
ly those who were to attend the Open-
ing Gala will receive a refund and be 
given priority to purchase tickets for a 
new Gala event. � ey will be contacted 
by the box o�  ce sta� . � e production 
of Garw will be relocated this Octo-
ber and the Pontio team are working 
on relocating events organised as part 
of the ‘My Friend Dylan � omas’ Fes-
tival as well. Pontio performances at 
other university venues will go ahead 
as planned.

Professor Hughes also added: “our 

priority is on working with the con-
tractor, Miller, to complete the build-
ing and deliver a high-quality artistic 
opening programme.”

But, what does this mean for us stu-
dents? When will the student union 
portion of Pontio be open? Noth-
ing has yet been said about this. It’s 
not a huge concern for the running 
of the SU, but some clubs and socie-
ties will want to know if they will be 
relocating and others will want to 
know when they can make use of the 
venue. Past and present students have 

been promised a new student union 
for the good part of a decade now and 
the completion of the building has, as 
a result, become an ongoing joke be-
tween students. � is new delay is sure 
to add fuel to that � re. � at being said 
it might make us appreciate it all the 
more when it’s � nally � nished. 

Seren wish Pontio and contractor 
Miller all the best in its continuing 
building works. We hope to see you 
opened up in February!
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Beth ydi Gwobr Cyflogadwyedd 
Bangor (GCB)? 
DY GYFLE DI I SEFYLL ALLAN!
Mae GCB yn gynllun sy’n cynnig gweithgareddau i ehangu dy 
gyflogadwyedd a chydnabyddiaeth ffurfiol o dy lwyddiannau all-gyrsiol.

Beth sydd gan GCB i’w gynnig i ti?

Pam fod GCB yn werthfawr i ti?

Pa weithgareddau 
sy’n rhan o GCB?

Rwyt angen mewngofnodi i “Hwb GCB” i ddechrau 
recordio dy weithgareddau, neu cysyllta’ efo ni ar
CYFLOGADWYEDD@BANGOR.AC.UK am fwy o wybodaeth!

• Clybiau a Chymdeithasau 
• Hyfforddiant Proffesiynol
• Darlithoedd Gwadd
• Trwydded Yrru
• A llawer mwy...

• Gwaith Rhan Amser
• Cynrychiolwyr Cwrs
• Arweinwyr Cyfoed
• Gwirfoddoli
• Swyddi Haf
• Lleoliadau/Interniaethau

• Gweithdai hyfforddiant proffesiynol 
rhad ac am ddim yn cael eu harwain 
gan arbenigwyr yn eu maes 

• Mynediad rhad ac am ddim i 
feddalwedd proffilio personoliaeth, 
meddalwedd proffilio gyrfa ac 
ymarferion profion dawn

• A llawer mwy...

• Gweithdai a help i ysgrifennu 
dy CV, gwneud ceisiadau am 
swyddi, a darparu ar gyfer 
cyfweliadau lefel graddedig

• Cyfleoedd i gael interniaeth 
broffesiynol (gyda chyflog) o 
fewn y Brifysgol

Sut ydw’i yn cymryd rhan?

• Wedi cael eu gweithgareddau 
wedi eu gwirio gan sefydliad 
swyddogol, felly does dim angen 
iddynt gadarnhau dy CV?

• Efo CV rhagorol, portffolio eang 
o sgiliau, a sgiliau cyflwyno?

• Yn arddangos ymrwymiad 
i’w datblygiad personol a 
phroffesiynol?

• Yn gallu dangos tystiolaeth 
o sgiliau lefel uwch a sut y 
datblygwyd y rhain?

What is the Bangor 
Employability Award (BEA)? 
YOUR CHANCE TO STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD!
The BEA is a scheme that offers free employability-enhancing activities 
and formal recognition of your extracurricular achievements.

What can the BEA offer you?

Why is the BEA valuable to you?

What activities can I 
include in the BEA?

Log onto the “BEA Hub” to start recording your activities, or contact 
us on EMPLOYABILITY@BANGOR.AC.UK for more information.

• Clubs and Societies 
• Professional Training
• Guest Lectures
• Driving Licence
• And many more...

• Part Time Work
• Course Reps
• Peer Guiding
• Volunteering
• Summer Jobs
• Placements/Internships

• Free professional training 
workshops run by 
experts in their field

• Free access to online 
personality profiling software, 
career profiling software, and 
aptitude tests to practice

• And much more...

• Workshops and assistance 
with writing your CV or 
job application forms, and 
preparing for interviews 
at graduate level

• Opportunities to get paid, 
professional internships 
alongside your studies

How do I start?

• Has all their activities 
verified by an official 
institution, so they don’t 
doubt your credentials?

• Has an excellently developed 
CV, skills portfolio and 
presentation skills?

• Demonstrates commitment 
to personal and professional 
development?

• Has evidence of higher 
level skills and how you’ve 
developed them?

Oherwydd ei fod yn werthfawr i gyflogwyr! 
Pwy fyddai ddim eisiau ymgeisydd sydd: -

Because it’s valuable to employers! Who 
wouldn’t want a job-applicant who: -
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3011 Hi guys! Welcome to Bangor! 
Or back to Bangor if you’re a (re)
fresher! This is my � rst student issue 
of Seren and I’m both sacred and 
excited about it! It’s been a tough 
week in Seren HQ with limited team 
members, but those who contrib-
uted really pulled through (some 
of them even from overseas!) But, I 
feel like we’ve got a cracking fresh-
ers issue for you! 

On pages 20 - 25 you’ll � nd our 
freshers special including snippets 
from clubs and societies at Seren-
dipity! On page 7 we have a look at 
what the Pistorius case means for 
women, page 29 we look at Seren’s 
secret TV crushes (to be honest 
they should have stayed secret), 
page 38 we take a look at the new 
unisex fashion fad, 42 has a break-
down of last years AU in numbers. 
I’m particularly excited about the 
interview with Rosie Green, on 
page 10, about her great new busi-
ness here in Bangor! This issue is re-
ally well-rounded!

I hope you settle in okay and en-
joy your freshers week whether 
it be your � rst or your fourth! The 
team and I are looking forward to 
meeting you all at Serendipity on 
Wednesday and Thursday this com-
ing week (where one of us will be 
dressed as a gigantic newspaper!)

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to apologise to our friends at 
Y Llef for spelling their name wrong 
in our last issue! And I would love 
to wish our IT wizard and photogra-
phy guru Dan a happy 70th issue!!

Have a great start to your semes-
ter Bangor!

AMY 
BLACKWELL

EDITOR
editor@seren.bangor.ac.uk
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NEWS

In Brief
Family to foot 

cost a� er school 
� re

A 14-YEAR-OLD boy received a 
twelve-month referral order and his 
family ordered to pay £80 in costs af-
ter the boy started a � re at Our Lady 
Immaculate RC School in Bangor last 
February. � e � re caused more than 
£100,000 in damages. 

Prosecutor Alun Humphreys said a 
container in a bunker behind a class-
room had been the source of the � re. 
� e school was closed for a number 
of days follwing the � re.

� e teen was arrested a� er explain-
ing to a school worker that he had set 
the � re along with another boy. He 
later claimed they had been making 
petrol bombs but a � re investigator 
found no evidence of this. Later the 
boy denied making the bombs and 
responsibility for the � re.  

� e teen had originally denied ar-
son at Caernarfon Youth Court but 
changed his plea before a trial. � e 
teen said that he and another boy had 
been playing with lighters. He also 
admitted criminal damage to a shed 
door.

� e solicitor said there were no 
previous convictions but the boy  had 
received a police reprimand nearly a 
year earlier for arson involving grass-
land.

Court chairman Malcolm Jones 
told the accused: “You know this is a 
very serious o� ence. If you were over 
16 you would most certainly have 
gone into prison.”

No compensation was awarded be-
cause of the boy's age and the � nan-
cial situation of his family.

Llandudno   
woman stole over 

£1000 worth of 
Lego

A LlANDUDNO woman was jailed 
for eight months for stealing more 
than £1,000 worth of Lego during a 
string of the� s from shops.

     Christine Grogan, 32, of Llan-
dudno, admitted six the�  charges, 
and handling tins of co� ee. � e sto-
len property was to be distributed in 
the “grey market” of Llandudno. 

    Defence solicitor Nia Dawson 
said Grogan had been without a 
methadone prescription, which af-
fected committing the crimes. 

    Prosecutor Julie Hughes told the 
court that in May, Grogan wore a red 
wig when stealing Lego worth £239 
from Smyths Toys. A short time later 
Grogan pushed a trolley full of gro-
ceries valued at £370 out of ASDA. 
On an occasion in August Grogan 
stole Lego worth £769 from Smyths 
Toys and on 5th September she was 
back in the store again.

    Mark Smallman, 40, also of Llan-
dudno received a 30 days suspended 
jail term and must pay £165 costs af-
ter he admitted handling stolen prop-
erty. He was accused of trying to help 
Grogan get away with the trolley.

by IDA VAISANEN

A survey by YouthSight has 
placed Bangor University 
among the top 10 UK univer-

sities for favourable � rst impressions 
gained by new students. � e survey 
suggests a strong link between stu-
dents’ early impressions of their uni-
versity and lower student drop-out 
rates later on. 

    Professor Carol Tully, Pro Vice 
Chancellor (Students) said: “Bangor 
University is well known for the warm 
welcome it extends to its students. 
Coming to university for the � rst time 
can be scary and daunting, but we 
want our students to have a good ex-
perience, as the sooner they settle in, 
the better they’ll study.”

Bangor runs one of the largest and 
longest-running student welcome and 

support programmes in any UK uni-
versity. 

In the survey of over 10,300 students, 
YouthSight found that students who 
rated their university as “excellent” 
cited the quality of teaching and their 
course as the most important factors. 
Students also emphasised the impor-
tance of pastoral care, and praised 
universities that “had lots of things or-
ganised for new students”, “responded 

quickly to queries”, were “supportive” 
and had friendly sta� .

    In August, another survey revealed 
that Bangor University was top in 
Wales according to student satisfac-
tion, and is in the top 10 of the UK’s 
best non-specialist universities. � is 
means traditional institutions that of-
fer a broad range of subjects.

From 2016, the way that Bangor 
University issues the academic 
transcript for undergraduate 

students is changing. � is change will 
a� ect current 1st and 2nd year stu-

dents.
Students will receive a Higher Edu-

cation Achievement Report (HEAR) 
along with their degree certi� cate 
upon graduation. � e HEAR is a na-
tionally recognised document (with a 
number of universities already issuing 
it) designed to make it easier to dem-
onstrate all university achievements to 
employers. � e HEAR will include de-
tails such as modules and marks, skills 
developed through the course, as well 
as an ‘Additional Information’ section.

‘Additional Information’ refers to 
extra and co-curricular activities com-
pleted through the University. Activi-
ties that students wish to be logged on 
the HEAR must be recorded through 
the Bangor Employment Award Hub. 
Completion of the BEA will remain 
optional, but the BEA Hub must be 
used for recording HEAR activities.

A number of activities that will ap-
pear on the HEAR are already logged 
in the BEA through registers. � is 
includes, for example, Course Rep-

resentation, Peer Guiding, Careers, 
Employability Service workshops and 
academic prizes.

If students also decide to complete 
the BEA, activities completed through 
third parties such as part-time jobs 
and work experience, will still be rec-
ognised on the BEA transcript. � is 
transcript is issued separately.

Students can talk to their personal 
tutor about the HEAR and informa-
tion will be disseminated through BEA 
sessions in Academic Schools.

by IDA VAISANEN
 deputy@seren.bangor.ac.uk

Bangor transcripts to change
in 2016

New transcripts will be more detailed 

Changes will a� ect current students in their � rst and second years

First impressions count at 
Bangor
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NEWS

In Brief

Appeal for 
information 

on 
Caernarfon man’s 

death
Police have appealed for informa-

tion a� er the death of a Caernarfon 
cyclist. 

North Wales Police believe Rhodri 
Hughes-Jones, aged 69, su� ered seri-
ous head injuries in an incident near 
Galeri Caernarfon on the evening of 
Monday 8th September .

A North Wales Police spokeswoman 
said that no other people or vehicles 
were believed to have been involved 
in the incident.

She added: "Police were informed 
that the man had been taken to Ys-
byty Gwynedd in Bangor last night.

“� e man was later transferred to 
Stoke Hospital where he died on the 
a� ernoon of Tuesday, September 9th.

"His next of kin are aware.”
� e death is not being treated as 

suspicious.
� e spokeswoman added: "Police 

will continue to undertake inquiries 
on behalf of the coroner.

Anyone with information, or who 
witnessed the incident, should con-
tact o�  cers at the Roads Policing 
Unit at Llandegai or St Asaph on 101, 
quoting reference R142007.

by TOM BICKERDIKE

A North Wales man has been 
killed in a shark attack o�  the 
coast of Australia.

Paul Wilcox, 50, was originally from 
Llan� hangel Glyn Myfyr, a former pu-
pil of Ysgol Bryn Hyfryd in Ruthin, be-
fore moving to Australia at the age of 
22. He had recently moved from Syd-
ney to Byron Bay in New South Wales 
and had a career in IT since 2004.

He is believed to have been attacked 
by a great white shark and sustained 
severe leg injuries. Eyewitnesses saw 
a local jump in to save him, as he was 

swimming 15 metres from the shore. 
However, his right leg had been ampu-
tated which resulted in a fatal loss of 
blood. 

Police in Australia believe that Mr. 
Wilcox had been mistaken for a sea 
animal by the shark.

A spokesman said: “He was seen 
� oating in shallow water, close to the 
shoreline, and dragged onto the beach. 
An ambulance was called and he was 
pronounced dead a short time later.”

His wife Victoria, a personal trainer, 
was jogging nearby the beach and had 
to be taken to hospital su� ering from 
shock.

Wilcox’s parents, Bryan and Marie 
Wilcox, who live outside the Conwy 
village, received a phone call from 
a friend of Paul’s in San Francisco to 
inform them of the bad news. Hours 
a� erwards, they paid tribute to a “de-
voted husband, brother and son,” who 
was enjoying a “dream life.”

Marie said: “Of course it is devastat-
ing to lose a son, it seems so unnatural. 
What gives me comfort is that when it 
happened he would have quickly lost 
consciousness. All I can do is to keep 
busy and talk about the boy I have 
lost.” She added: “One of the last words 
Paul said to me were, ‘I want a mum-

hug.’ He was that kind of boy, and we 
loved him so much.”

Bryan talked about his � nal chat with 
his son and how they had mentioned 
sharks. “� is subject came up in a joke 
when we last spoke to him. But he said 
there had only been three shark attacks 
in the last 12 years. It’s just extraordi-
nary.”

Byron Shire Council, the local au-
thority in Australia, closed the beach 
for 24 hours and posted lifeguards 
to keep people out of the water. Surf 
Life Saving New South Wales said no 
lifeguards were on duty, due to cover 
starting on September 20th.

North Wales man killed by 
shark

The third annual North Wales 
International Poetry Festival 
presents a series of readings 

and performances running through-
out October.

    Events will take place in Bangor 
University and its surroundings, in-

cluding Bangor Pier and various shops 
of Bangor High Street. International 
poets will perform with translation 
alongside Welsh writers in both lan-
guages. � is year the audience can en-
joy contemporary poetry from Serbia, 
Poland, China, Cuba, the Czech Re-
public and Slovakia.

    Audience participation plays a vi-
tal part this year. � is can be seen in 
events such as on Saturday 4th Oc-
tober in Deiniol Shopping Centre, 
where Martin Zet invites his audience 
to bring a meaningful text to them to 
be professionally blackened. � is is to 

evoke themes such as censorship and 
secrecy. � e festival also includes an 
open mic night for anyone to attend to 
with their poetry or music on National 
Poetry Day on Tuesday 2nd October 
on Menai Bridge.

    Dr Zoë Skoulding of Bangor Uni-
versity's School of English, who directs 
the festival, said:

    "Despite Wales's important tradi-
tions of poetry and music, we live in 
a global culture that is increasingly 
dominated by the visual. Poetry in-
vites us to listen di� erently, not only 
to words themselves but also to the 

spaces between them. � is festival al-
lows audiences to hear the distinctive 
sounds of di� erent languages, along 
with translation so that everyone can 
follow. As well as translation between 
languages, there will be performances 
where poetry crosses the borders of 
di� erent art forms such as music and 
� lm."

    � e festival events will run from 
October 1st to 24th. � e festival is 
supported by the Arts Council of 
Wales, the Czech Centre, Arc Pub-
lications, Bangor University and the 
Whistlestop Café.

by IDA VAISANEN
 deputy@seren.bangor.ac.uk

Poetry festival returns to 
Bangor

A memorial service is being held 
on the Isle of Anglesey for Hudders-
� eld schoolboy Isaac Nash, 12, who 
was swept out to sea August 29 o�  
the coast of the island.

Isaac was playing with his younger 
brother Xander, 10, when the pair 
ran into di�  culty o�  the coast of 
Aber� raw. Xander was safely re-
turned to shore.

� e incident triggered a large-scale 
search, but the search was scaled 
down a� er a week passed with no 
result.

Isaac’s family will be returning to 
the island for the service, which will 
be attended by rescue teams and 
members of the local community. 
� e vicar of St. Bueno’s, the parish 
church which will host the memo-
rial, said “It will be a service giving 
thanks for Isaac’s short life.”

Isaac’s father, Adam, is hoping to 
speak at the service, which will be 
conducted on September 21.  Speak-
ing to the Hudders� eld Examiner, 
he said that the reaction of the An-
glesey community was “unbelieva-
ble and extremely touching,” adding 
“at Sunday’s service I will be saying a 
few words and thanking everybody 
if I can hold it together. It will be 
very much a celebration of Isaac’s 
life.

“We want to say a big thank you to 
everyone from the RNLI, the coast-
guard and police to the local people 
who have helped us so much.”

Anglesey 
memorial for lost 

child
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COMMENT

by EMILY HOULSTON 
-JONES

It began with a message board post. 
On August 26, an anonymous user 
of the AnonIB imageboard posted 

saying that he was “trading celebs and 
ripping iClouds.”  � is remark would 
have remained obscure and unno-
ticed, had the storm not broken just 
5 days later, when nude photographs 
of over 100 celebrities (mostly female) 
were posted on 4chan imageboard /b/.

� e leak was con� rmed by Apple 
to have originated from their iCloud, 
a free cloud storage service o� ered 
to iOS users i.e. anyone with an Ap-
ple product. � e images were alleg-
edly obtained by hackers exploiting 
weak passwords, which allowed them 
to access the contents of celebrities’ 
iClouds.

When certain sections of the media 
became aware of the iCloud leak, their 
� rst reaction was blame; not aimed at 
the hackers, but the victims. Forbes.
com said that the leak was due to “hu-
man error” – weak passwords which 
allowed the iCloud to be accessed.  

But the passwords were within Apple’s 
guidelines (which specify that pass-
words must be 8 characters or over, 
with upper-case and lower-case char-
acters, as well as a number.) Forbes 
made the victims sound like airheads 
who has le�  their front doors wide 
open and been 
robbed – but state-
ments from Apple 
reveal this assess-
ment to be false. 
� e accounts were 
hacked only a� er 
repeated attempts 
to access them (up 
to 500, in some 
cases.) In any case, 
blaming the vic-
tims of crimes is 
unproductive at 
best and harmful 
at worst.

� is is not the � rst time that nude 
photographs of celebrities have been 
leaked to the public, but previous 
leaks have usually been isolated in-
cidents. Not this time though. � e 
sheer scale of this leak is staggering. 

It is not limited to American celebri-
ties either, one of the alleged victims 
is Michelle Keegan. Age is obviously 
no limitation either, as photos of the 
then-underaged Olympic gymnast 
McKayla Maroney are being circulat-
ed (she con� rmed the veracity of the 

images via her lawyer, who success-
fully had the images removed from an 
online pornography website.)

� e circulation of these images high-
lighted a sad fact: the female body is 
seen as a commodity. From the get-
go, when a reference was � rst made 

to “trading celebs,” these images have 
been used for the personal gain of the 
perpetrators at the expense of the vic-
tims. 4chan users demanded bitcoins 
(an online currency) in exchange for 
the leaked photos. Some were added 
to pornography sites, where visits 

(and therefore 
advertising rev-
enue) boomed. 
Social news 
website reddit 
removed the 
photographs…
a� er initial inter-
est (and again, 
ad revenue) had 
subsided.

But what can 
we, as a society, 
expect? Can we 
really shake our 

heads and tut at this blatant commod-
i� cation of the private moments of fe-
male celebrities when we encourage it 
via every form of media possible? Na-
ked (or near naked) women are used 
to sell. Sell newspapers, cologne, food, 
cars, and lifestyles.

When a woman is famous, the “sell-
ing power” of her body, so to speak, 
increases tenfold. � ere is an element 
of ownership in our (one-sided) rela-
tionships with the famous. � eir pri-
vate lives are marketed and packaged 
and sold to us in glossy magazines. 
Photographs of their most innocuous 
moments are taken and shared with-
out their consent. Is it any wonder that 
when naked photos of celebrities are 
leaked, people rarely think twice be-
fore looking?

When the private lives and bodies 
of celebrities are marketed and sold 
to us like any other commodity, toxic 
situations arise. If there is a lesson to 
be learnt from this debacle, it will not  
be about technology or passwords or 
iClouds. Rather, it will be about the 
nature of a society such as ours, which 
treats the female form as just another 
commodity, to be used and sold at 
will.

iNudes:
How naked women became a commodity

Amidst further delays at Pontio, we at Seren have gazed into our crystal ball and seen the future.
We proudly present:

Before is fi nished...

The Large Hadron Collider will 

stop working

Newcastle United will win the Premier League

A new Ice Age will begin

*

*Disclaimer: � is article is intended for amusement purposes 
only and has no basis in reality or fact. We are well aware that 

Newcastle will never win the Premier League.
Seren fully support Pontio and wish them well in the future.

Time travel will 
be invented and      

perfected

Humans will colonise Mars

Aberystwyth will come ahead of Bangor 
in a Student Satisfaction Survey
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Oscar Pistorius
by BECKI WATSON

It’s the case that many have referred 
to as the trial of the century and 
has caught public interest across 

the world. 
Oscar Pistorius, renowned for his 

Olympic and Paralympic triumphs, 
was charged with the killing of his girl-
friend Reeva Steenkamp on Valentine’s 
Day last year. Pistorius alleged it was an 
accident as he had mistakenly thought 
Reeva was an intruder, but the prose-
cution made the case for premeditated 
murder a� er evidence revealed that 
Reeva had sent messages indicating 
she was “scared” of Pistorius. But the 
verdict of the trial has caught everyone 
by surprise and has led to global out-
cry, a� er Pistorius was cleared of mur-
der and was instead found guilty of 

culpable homicide, the South-African 
legal equivalent to manslaughter. 

Reeva Steenkamp’s parents have stat-
ed their “disbelief ” at the verdict and 
insist that “justice has not been served”. 
Many people would be inclined to 
agree; women’s groups such as the 
African National Congress Women’s 
League have protested outside of the 
courtroom against the culture of do-
mestic violence in South Africa. It is 
estimated that 90% of South Africa’s 
women have experienced physical 
and emotional abuse, and members of 
these groups believe that this culture 
of abuse was a factor in Steenkamp’s 
death. ANCWL spokesperson Ednah 
Molewa stated that their presence at 
the court was all about Reeva: “We 
are supporting Reeva. We have always 
said, Reeva is dead, she can’t speak for 

herself.” 
What is extremely telling about this 

case is that Reeva’s voice has been lost 
in the media furore surrounding it. 
From TIME’s front page piece examin-
ing Oscar Pistorius’ progression from 
‘Superman’ to ‘Gunman’, to South Afri-
can paper � e Citizen calling the trial 
‘� e Oscar Show’, to BBC journalists 
tweeting about the ‘tantalising sus-
pense’ within the courtroom as though 
it were the latest instalment of a Scan-
dinavian crime drama, rather than 
a real case where a real woman with 
family and friends has been killed. 

Media coverage such as this contrib-
utes to normalising, and even trivialis-
ing, violence against women. A perfect 
example was the Paddy Power cam-
paign encouraging people to bet on 
the outcome of the case, promising 

money back if Pistorius was found not 
guilty and went free. Although Paddy 
Power was eventually found to have 
breached codes set by the Advertising 
Standards Authority, it highlights the 
attitude that it is ok to make light of 
these extremely serious issues. 

Whether it’s the shocking amount 
of South African women bearing the 
daily trauma of domestic violence, or 
the two women killed every week in 
the UK by their partners or exes, we 
must examine how the media cover-
age of cases like these can shape our 
perspectives, and how these attitudes 
continue to contribute to a culture that 
perpetuates violence against women. 
Until that happens, the voices of wom-
en like Reeva Steenkamp will continue 
to go unheard.

and the culture of violence against women

Ida is an international student 
working in liasion with the 
international o�  ce . Every 
issue she’ll write about her 

experiences in Bangor.

Migrant
bird

by IDA VÄISÄNEN

WHEN the migratory birds leave, 
I come back. It’s funny how much 
of an everyday thing switching back 
and forth between countries and 
languages becomes. Studying abroad 
has swi� ly become a part of my 
identity and a natural adding into 
the usual litany you tell new people 
about yourself when they ask. 

Still a new question has been added 
to the litany now that I’ve started my 
third year.  A valid one, but tough to 
answer: What are you going to do 
a� er graduation? More speci� cally: 
Which country are you going to set-
tle in? Umm...

To be fair, it’s a valid question. Af-
ter all, I’m starting the (hopefully!) 
� nal year of my degree. It’s just that 
it dumps me straight into a bottom-
less pit of confusion which I’m sure 
is well-known by anyone studying 
abroad. Or maybe not, I’m sure a lot 
of people have made up their minds 
already. 

I thought so as well, but have 
ended up changing my opinion sev-
eral times. I’m staying. No, I’m going 
back. No, I’m going somewhere else! 
I think I have made up my mind now, 
but am expecting it to change some 
point during the upcoming year. 

Studying abroad has taught me that 
home is not an univocal concept. 
Finland will always be my home 
country, but still that does not mean 
I have to live there for the rest of my 
life. I love the UK, but maybe the 
world does not end here either. Only 
time will tell, but at least I know I can 
do it!

I wish a great school year for every 
single migrant bird, new and return-
ing. 

Whether or not you’re new in 
Bangor, the International Student 
Support O�  ce is here to help you! 
Located in the Rathbone building of 
College Road, the o�  ce can provide 
advice and guidance on a range of 
welfare related matters to all inter-
national students and their families. 
You can contact the o�  ce if you have 
any problems or concerns. Support is 
available to you from acceptance to 
graduation and beyond.

� e o�  ce is open 9am-4pm from 
Monday to Friday. You can also email 
the o�  ce at internationalsupport@
bangor.ac.uk, or call +44 (0) 1248 38 
2882 , check their Facebook or attend 
a Skype drop-in session every Friday 
10am - 12pm.

by THOMAS BICKERDIKE

Whatever was wrong with a 
packet of crisps that said 
its � avour plain and simple, 

such as ‘Salt and Vinegar’ or ‘Cheese 
and Onion’? Nowadays, especially 
with the share bags, the packaging 
has to be speci� c about the � avours. 

It is not enough to simply say that 
they are ‘Ham and Mustard’ crisps; 
they are ‘Wiltshire Ham and Whole 
Grain Mustard’. Does it really matter 
that it comes from Wiltshire or would 
you rather have Dorset ham instead? 
I don’t care, just as long as the taste 
somewhat resembles that actual food. 

� e ultimate epitome of the middle 
class has to be M&S. You know the 

adverts: “� ese are not just crisps. 
� ese are hand-cooked parmesan, 
asparagus and tru�  e Herefordshire 
potato crisps.” Seriously, who comes 
up with these � avours? Heston Blu-
menthal? Well, actually remember 
when he took over at Walkers and 
messed up with their � avours? Re-
member ‘Cajun Squirrel’ and ‘Chilli 
and Chocolate’?And why are all on-

ion � avoured crisps now described as 
“caramelised”?

Tesco Finest are just as bad, as in the 
past they have created crisp � avours to 
replace your Christmas dinner, with 
‘Roast Norfolk Turkey & Stu�  ng with 
Onion Gravy’ and, to follow, ‘Christ-
mas Pudding & Brandy Butter’. I think 
we should leave it there.

Wiltshire Hand Roasted Caramelised Poppycock
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44%

1 in 8

by RHYS TAYLOR
rhys.taylor@bangorstudents.com

We live in interesting times, 
or so some of us think. 

 In May 2015 we will have 
what some are calling the most impor-
tant election in a generation. � e Gen-
eral Election is just 9 months away, 
and at the time of writing this there are 
just over 200 days le� .

 On May 7 millions will head to 
the ballot box to determine who will 
govern Britain for the next � ve years, 
decide the future of Britain. Yet on 
the May 7 2015, young people up and 
down the country won’t turn out to 
vote. Our voices will go unheard by a 
system that continues to let us down. 
We’ll continue to be let down by politi-
cians who fail to speak on our behalf 
at a time when the odds are already 
against us. We are continually let down 
by a system that makes decisions to the 
detriment of our generation and gen-
erations to come.

 In 2010 just 44% of people under the 

age of 25 voted. In 2015, just 1 in 8 un-
der 25 year olds intend on voting.

What that means is that we get gov-
ernments we don’t want, making deci-
sions that we don’t agree with, deci-
sions that a� ect our lives and the lives 
of generations to come. Decisions are 
made, promises are broken, and all 
because politicians can comfortably 
ignore a whole demographic, con� -
dent in the knowledge that we have no 
in� uence at the ballot box.

 But rather than challenge the sys-
tem, holding our elected representa-
tives to account, we disengage, an 
entire generation le�  disenfranchised. 
� is has to change, and we have to take 
responsibility for realising that change. 
We can’t ignore the system and hope it 
changes, we challenge it now or accept 
what comes.

 Our generation is distinctive. We are 
the � rst generation in modern history 
to face the possibility of being worse 
o�  than our parents. � e future of the 
next generation will be decided at this 
election, and it’s our responsibility to 

make sure that it’s us that shapes that 
future. It’s our collective responsibility 
to get young people registered to vote 
and mobilised to vote, building a stake 
in political system. Winning for young 
people.

 And we’ll win for young people by 
organising in our communities -  sup-
porting people to recognise and use 
the power they have.  NUS is focus-
sing on Community Organising, and 
we’ll take this agenda forward as part 
of our General Election campaign and 
beyond.

 My priority for our Union is devel-
oping activists and leaders within our 
communities, ensuring that our Union 
equips students with the tools neces-
sary to in� uence change and take re-
sponsibility. Our elected O�  cers work 
for students, acting on behalf and 
speaking on behalf of students, but I 
want to change this. We should chal-
lenge concepts of leadership to build 
a Union that brings people together 
with shared interests, enabling them to 
win using the power that they already 

have. 
 We will win the General Election 

for young people through organising, 
we will win the 2016 Welsh Assembly 
Elections and 2017 Local Government 
Elections through organising. But 
most importantly we’ll transform our 
communities and our Union through 
organising, by empowering leaders, 
activists and people in our commu-
nities to use their collective power to 
achieve change.

Bangor Students’ Union’s priority 
campaign is the General Election. We 
are committed to ensuring that we reg-
ister, inform, and empower students in 
the 2015 General Election, making the 
voices of students and young people 
too loud to ignore. It’s our collective 
responsibility to get young people reg-
istered to vote and mobilised to vote, 
building a stake in political system. 
Winning for young people.

Together we can create a new deal for 
the next generation.

Lots of students are missing from the elec-
toral register which means they don’t get a 

say in how things are run. Your vote matters. 
Make sure you’re in. You can register at:

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

What YOU can do next:

Why Your Vote Counts

The PERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE 
UNDER 25 who voted in the 

Last General Election

The FRACTION OF UNDER 25S 
WHO are currently planning 
to vote in the next general 

election

In Brief
Arrest made 

following cyber 
attacks

A WEST Midlands teenager has 
been arrested following a cyber at-
tack on the Home O�  ce’s main web-
site.

� e attack, which was described as 
“signi� cant,” took place in January 
2013 and le�  the website unusable 
for an hour and a half.

� e man, who is 18 and has not 
been named, is currently in custody 
on suspicion of o� ences related to 
the Computer Misuse Act. � e arrest 
took place in Brighton.

� e attack itself took the form of 
a distributed denial of service (also 
known as DDOS), which entails 
� ooding a website with tra�  c in      
order to render it unusable.

 

ISIS name   
“propaganda,”     

say leading  
Muslims

 A GROUP of leading Muslim 
public � gures have written an open 
letter to David Cameron, protesting 
the government’s usage of the phrase 
“Islamic State” to describe the fast 
emerging terrorist group.

� ey suggest that the terrorist col-
lective should be referred to as the 
“Un-Islamic State”, as the current 
name legitimises them and awards 
them “the propaganda they feed o� .”

� ey added that it is important to 
destroy the image “that it’s somehow 
‘Islamic’ to go o�  to Iraq or Syria and 
murder people.”

� e letter was released just prior to 
the � lmed execution of British aid-
worker David Haines by an Islamic 
State member said to be a fellow Brit-
ish citizen.

Lib Dems block 
Channel 4 

sell-o� 
 LIBERAL Democrat ministers 

have blocked a proposal to privatise 
Channel 4, it emerged this week.

� e proposal, which was drawn up 
earlier this year, was led by the Con-
servative-dominated departments: 
the Treasury and the Department of 
Media, Culture, and Sport.

� e plans to sell-o�  the broadcast-
er were last seriously and publicly 
discussed prior to the 2010 Gen-
eral Election; this current proposal, 
however, was mooted around “the 
houses” of Whitehall secretly until 
it reached the Department of Busi-
ness, where it was quickly vetoed by 
Business Secretary Vince Cable, who 
, according to government sources, 
“squashed it, [...] said ‘no way’.”
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Nay!

Taking Sides

Yay!
ALEX SALMOND Scottish First Minister

FRANKIE BOYLE
Comedian

DAVID BECKHAM

Footballer

DAVID CAMERON
UK Prime Minister

J.K. ROWLING
Writer

SEAN CONNERY

Actor

Students Have � eir Say

SUSAN BOYLE
SingerALAN CUMMING

Actor

Sir PAUL MCCARTNEY
Musician

SIMON COWELL

TV PersonalityKEVIN BRIDGES

Comedian

GERARD BUTLER
Actor

By the time you read this, Scotland will have decided whether or not they want to be an
 independent country. Whatever the decision, this is a historic occasion, and everyone from 

A-list celebrities to Bangor students has an opinion. Here are just a few...  

When I ask my fellow Finns study-
ing or living in Scotland what they 
think about the thought of independ-
ence, no-one appears happy about it. 
Of course as members of a small inde-
pendent nation they support the idea 
of independence in principle. Still, re-
peated reactions to the issue are worry 
and distress. Independence is a huge 
deal for the Scots, but other nations 
are not indi� erent to it either.

    � e most raised concern is the EU. 
What happens to the membership if 
Scotland becomes independent? It has 
been quite e� ortless for EU residents 
to come study and work in Scotland, 

and now the very core of their resi-
dence is on shaky ground. It might not 
be, but it also might be. Will it become 
harder for them to live their everyday 
life? What will happen? Will they be 
allowed to stay?

    Whatever the � nal result, the 
independence is not just about Scot-
land. It’s also about the people who 
have chosen it as their home rather 
than having it as their birthright. For 
them Scotland will always be their 
home, independent or not. Will it re-
main one for those scared university 
students, clerks, hotel managers and 
nurses as well?   

IDA VAISANEN
From the American perspective I think 

it’s interesting that 2 of the most iconic 
and well-respected presidents (Washing-
ton and Lincoln) would have had com-
pletely opposite opinions on the issue. 
Gotta love some drama up on Mt. Rush-
more. Personally I agree a bit more with 
George on this one

WYATT WARNER

EMILY HOULSTON-
JONES

I’m glad I’m not Scottish, simply 
because I honestly can’t decide 
which side to choose! I don’t envy 
all of the Scots who have such a 
tough choice to make
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INTERVIEW Rosie Green: 
SAORImôr 

SAORI IS NOT JUST WEAVING, IT’S A 
PHILIOSOPHY

SAORImôr is a weaving studio located just o�  Bangor High Street. The studio o� ers lessons in SAORI Weaving, a special type 
of Japanese weaving created just 40 years ago!

by AMY BLACKWELL

Seren were invited by owner Ro-
sie Green to go and try our hand 
at the Japanese art of SAORI 

Weaving, which we were more than 
enthusiastic to try, I myself have been 
bitten by the cra�  bug recently so this 
particular Seren excursion was right 
up my street! At � rst we weren’t too 
sure where the little studio was but as 
we rounded the corner by the railway 
bridge on the high street we spotted 
the quaint blue woodwork and knew 
we were in the right place. Upon en-
tering we were asked to remove our 
shoes, and I, being a Japanese enthu-
siast, jumped to ask whether that was 
down to Japanese culture -  which it 
was, but it was also because of gravel 
from the car park! � e studio had 
a lovely feel to it, nicely laid out and 
had wonderful colourful examples of 
SAORI all around the room. It was 
particularly interesting to see Rosie’s 
own creations about the room. As 
well as having a go ourselves we asked 
owner Rosie a few questions:

Firstly, what is SAORI Weaving? 

SAORI was invented by Misao Jo,  
and completely by accident when she 
was trying out traditional weaving. In 
the mistakes she made she was able 
to see individualism and personal ex-
pression, which is why there are no 
mistakes in SAORI; only complete 
personalised freedom, which brings 
the cloth to life! SAORI is not just 
weaving, it’s a 
philosophy. � is 
simplicity makes 
it an ideal task 
for any emotional 
state whether 
you’re stressed, 
happy or sad and 
allows you to express who you are. 
� is also makes it an ideal task for 
people with learning di�  culties. 

How did you discover SAORI? 

I have been weaving all my adult 
life and I worked in a weaving centre 
in Llanberis back in the 80s,  and, as 
many others have experienced its 
hard to earn a living selling your own 
cra� ed products. For a while I tried 

to give classes on traditional weav-
ing but people seem to underestimate 
themselves and tend to think weaving 
is too hard or requires great skill so 
that didn’t work out for me. SAORI, I 
feel, brings weaving in line with other 
approachable cra� s like knitting, cro-
chet, felting etc. � e lack of pressure 
to do everything perfectly makes it a 
perfect cra�  for beginners, everybody 

can do it!

Why Bangor?

I moved here in the 80s and have 
never le� ! I originally moved for a 
job in a weaving centre on Anglesey, 
demonstrating weaving to tourists. I 
chose Bangor for SAORImôr because 
it’s easily accessible not just to the local 
community but to students and people 
internationally too. I love that Bangor 

is surrounded by nature as well, SAO-
RI is a great way to reconnect to the 
world and what better place to do it in?

Tells us about the studio!

We o� er classes on the basics of 
SOARI building on people’s skills each 
time they come back to us, there are 
no patterns to follow and nothing to 

prepare so what you 
experience in class 
is all from within 
yourself. We o� er 
half hour taster ses-
sions £10, basic two 
hour classes for £25, 
a course of 6 2-hour 

basic classes for £135 and a course of 6 
2-hour advanced classes for £135. Al-
though we do o� er these classes, they 
are not regimented and I encourage 
people to just come when they want to 
and pay for the exact amount of time 
they are here.

What are your hopes for the future? 

I hope to promote SAORI as more of 
a leisure activity, something you can 

pop in and do when you have an hour 
to spare, like with swimming or going 
to the gym. I want people to see the 
social side of the cra�  and to create a 
community around it here in Bangor. 
It’s all about sharing experiences and 
having fun and nobody is better at it 
than anybody else because its all per-
sonal! Eventually I would like to set 
up a kind of membership programme 
that you can join when you’ve reached 
the top of your learning, where you 
pay monthly and just come in when-
ever you want to work on projects and 
fabrics. I want people to be able to 
grow their con� dence in the cra�  by 
seeing their cloth become something 
unique to them! I would also person-
ally love to be involved in more Japa-
nese cra� s and culture.

� e o�  cial opening of SAORImôr 
is Friday 19th September and Rosie 
is also taking part in Helfa Gelf Art 
Trail all through September! Feel free 
to pop in and see her, we had a lovely 
time exploring our cra� y sides and I’m 
sure you will too!
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by ANTONY BUTCHER

Ten years ago I found out that 
my Mum had Secondary Pro-
gressive Multiple Sclerosis; a 

degenerative neurological condition 
which leads to loss of mental and 
physical capacity. � is summer, a� er 5 
years in Bangor (3 as a history student, 
2 as Student Union President), I de-
cided to dust o�  my bike and cycle the 
furthest distance possible in the UK – 
Lands’ End to John O’Groats.

A� er a whirlwind last few weeks – 
including a last minute dash to see Les 
Miserablés in London the day before 
starting – I was o� ! Hitting the road 
gave me an amazing sensation of free-
dom and excitement. I was spending 
6-10 hours a day on the saddle with 
only myself for company, and a� er 
months of psyching myself up even 
the Cornish drizzle couldn’t stop a 
profound sense of liberation.

By the end of day 2, however, eve-
rything had changed. I started to get 
a stabbing pain in my le�  knee that 
ice and ibuprofen wasn’t shi� ing. As 
I cycled up to Bristol on day 3 the 
pain was getting worse and worse, not 
helped by missing a sign and having to 
walk across a muddy � eld between the 
two Severn Bridges. Day 4 was up to 
Shrewsbury, and the pain became so 
extreme that by the end of the day I 
was unable to cycle more than a few 
hundred yards at a time, and regularly 
could only use my right leg, which was 
clipped onto the pedal, with my le�  leg 
resting on the bike frame. Some crisis 
thinking overnight led me to cancel 
the planned ride to Bangor and ride 
the 35 miles to Chester with my Aunt 
– what would normally have taken me 
2 hours taking closer to 4. � is was a 
long, hard, and painful day. I was re-
ally tempted to give up – fearing that 
something might give in my knee. So 
much planning, preparation and sup-

port seemed like it was about to go out 
the window.

In Chester, I had a full day o�  and 
spent time upgrading my bike to re-
duce the amount of strain put through 
my knee, and having my leg looked at 
by the � rst of what would turn out to 
be 3 physiotherapists. It turns out that 
I’d developed tendonitis – excruciat-
ing, but it wouldn’t lead to any per-
manent damage. I set o�  – gently – for 
Manchester, taking the very bumpy 
Trans-Pennine way, before shoot-
ing up to Halifax and across to York, 
having lunch with my Mum and then 
staying the night with my partner. � e 
next day saw me hit Newcastle on what 
would be one of the fastest days of the 
ride, followed by my entry to Scot-
land the day a� er. � e next few days 
– Edinburgh, Pitlochry, Inverness, 
and Golspie – went by without major 
incident, if you ignore some torrential 
rain, taking part in a march against 
the war in Gaza, some knee twinges, 

climbing higher than any point on 
the UK rail network, and chatting up 
bouncers to keep an eye on my bike as 
I supped in a Wetherspoons.

� e last day was a surreal but amaz-
ing experience. A� er months of prep-
aration, 950 miles of solo cycling, and 
a “will he/won’t he” storyline to rival 
Friends I skidded my way to a halt at 
the end of the country to the lyrical 
celebrations of my Geordie landlord 
who had turned up to surprise me. 
Her resounding calls of “Gae on me 
lad” dispelled my fears of having a 
celebratory lemonade on my todd. 16 
long hours on a train later I was back 
home in Cornwall, and able to start 
some gentle rehabilitation to prepare 
me for whatever adventure life brings 
next!

� is bike ride raised over £7000, 
taking my personal fundraising to-
tal to over £12,000. Not only was it 
an amazing achievement (and I can 
think of little to compare to the elation 

of gliding down the last hill to John 
O’Groats), raising so much money for 
a charity that supports the thousands 
of people su� ering from the same con-
dition as my mum has brought me to 
tears on more than one occasion.

During my time in Bangor, I got in-
volved in all sorts of amazing causes 
which in some way led to this bizarre 
chapter of my life. I helped out RAG a 
few times (ask them about my Dumb-
ledore impression), supported some 
of the SVB volunteering projects, and 
organised charity shows through the 
comedy society that I helped to set up. 
So as you settle into Bangor for what 
I’m sure will be some of the best years 
of your life, do spare a thought for how 
you can help others during your time 
here. It’ll strengthen your CV, help you 
meet some amazing people, and I can 
promise that you won’t regret it!

FEATURECharity Fundraising
in Bangor

Butcher’s Bike Ride
Ex-Student Union President Antony Butcher tells all about his amazing charity bike ride for the MS Society and advises you to get involved with volunteering in Bangor!

Antony as SU President in 2013

RAG Bangor � e Big Give
The Big Give is an annual Stu-

dent Volunteering Bangor pro-
ject run within university and 

private sector halls of residence and 
enables students to donate unwanted 
items to local charities.

� e aim of the project is to redirect 
as much of the waste as possible from 
land� ll and ensure that reusable items 
are donated to organisations which 
can make use of them and that any 
items that cannot be reused are recy-
cled in a sustainable way.

Bangor University students organ-
ised and led the project, making ar-
rangements to collect and sort items 
at the Student’s Union and redistrib-
ute to the local area. Household items 
were donated to Antur Waenfawr 
as well as Bangor branches of Hope 
House and the Red Cross charity 
shops. Almost 150 duvets were col-

lected and many were donated to the 
Capel Garmon animal shelter to be 
used as animal bedding. Volunteers 
separated books, stationery, electri-
cal items, clothes, shoes and even 
bras were donated to Oxfam’s Big Bra 
Hunt appeal and will be distributed to 
women in Senegal. Over 7 crates of 
food were donated to the Lighthouse 
Day Centre in Holyhead (a centre for 
rough sleepers and homeless people) 
and due to the volume of food col-
lected, a surplus was passed to 2 local 
food bank.

Trefor Alun, Project Leader, said, 
“it’s great to see all these items being 
reused or recycled rather than poten-
tially ending up in land� ll. We’ve had 
a very dedicated team of volunteers 
this year and the amount of donations 
has been very encouraging. ”

Volunteers from Bangor Uni-
versity RAG, a group within 
Student Volunteering Bangor, 

recently made their annual awards of 
funds to their four chosen charities. At 
the beginning of each academic year, 
the group, who hold numerous fun-
draising events throughout the year, 
choose 4 charities for which to fund-
raise. 

� is year, the charities which ben-
e� tted from RAG’s support were Ynys 
Môn and Gwynedd Mind, St. David’s 
Hospice, Prostate Cancer UK and 
Children with Cancer UK and a� er 

several months of successful fund-
raising, each group were awarded 
£1,270.86.

In addition, RAG volunteers have 
helped raise funds for a number of 
other charities including the Movem-
ber campaign, KIM Inspire, MS Trust 
and Tenovus. � e student group raised 
£850 for the local Poppy Appeal and 
were recognised for their contribution 
by being awarded ‘� e Chief Consta-
ble of North Wales Police Award for 
Unit Endeavour’ which recognises 
RAG’s support of the Poppy Appeal 
in Bangor over a sustained period 

of time and ‘� e Lord Lieutenant of 
Gwynedd’s Merit Cup’ for the larg-
est percentage increase of fundraising 
since last year. Additionally £281.61 
was raised for the People of Bangor 
Community Group and £1,128.78 for 
the MS Society.

Numerous large scale and small scale 
events were held throughout the year 
and included ponsored leg waxes, pub 
quizzes, a Harry Potter theme night 
and several street collections in and 
around Bangor.
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Cure for HIV?

Managua       
meteorite

Losing our edge?

Stonehenge surveyed

A new ’Shock and Kill’ technique is 
believed to be the best hope yet for a 
cure to HIV. Italian researchers have 
reached a landmark stage recently in 
beating the so called ‘barrier of laten-
cy’, which has been the main obstacle 
in eradicating HIV. HIV genes be-
come installed in the human body,.
and persist throughout treatment, 
� is previously thought to be irre-
versible, however, through the new 
shock and kill technique scientists 
have managed to drive out the virus 
from infected cells in mice. 

Dr Savarino, head of the research 
team said, “I really hope this study 
may open new avenues to the de-
velopment of weapons able to elimi-
nate the HIV-infected cells from the 
body”, giving new hope to a cure for 
HIV.

A small meteorite landed in the 
Nicaraguan capital, Managua, on 
Saturday September. 6 � e meteorite 
landed near the international air-
port and with great relief missed the 
densely populated areas within the 
city. It is believed that the meteorite, 
which caused a crater 12m wide and 
5m deep, broke o�  the 2014RC aster-
oid which passed  earth at the same 
time. 2014RC came within a distance 
of 25,000 miles of the earth and was 
only discovered on August 31, and 
is expected to orbit the earth in the 
near future.

THE California Blue whale, grow-
ing up to 33m in length and 190 
tonnes, has returned to sustainable 
levels. Researchers have estimated 
that there are around 2,200 Blue 
whales living on the eastern side of 
the Paci� c, this is to an astonishing 
97% of their historical levels. One 
concern that still remains about 
their vulnerability is the risk of be-
ing struck by ships. Most of the ship 
strikes occur of the coast of Califor-
nia and the concern about the sever-
ity of these strikes has meant that au-
thorities are paying merchant ships 
to slow down. 

� e increase in population in the 
Californian region deserves recogni-
tion, however all whale populations 
are still at risk; Blue whale popula-
tions are approximately 1% of his-
torical levels in Antarctica.

Blue whales 
bounce back

A gold� sh in Australia is currently 
recovering a� er a high risk opera-
tion. George was put under general 
anaesthetic to allow surgeons to re-
move a life-threatening tumour from 
his brain. � e 45-minute operation 
cost £125 and has signi� cantly im-
proved George’s quality of life, giv-
ing the 10-year-old gold� sh another 
20 years. George was kept alive by 
pumping oxygenated pond water 
through his gills. 

George the 
gold� sh

by CHRIS GLASS

Archaeologists have recently 
delved a little deeper into 
one of the worlds’ most well-

known prehistoric monuments, Stone-
henge. At the centre of some of the 
most complex Neolithic and Bronze 
Age monuments in England, Stone-
henge has been a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site since 1986. � e ‘Stone-
henge Hidden Landscapes Project’ has 
been a joint venture between Birming-
ham University and the Ludwig Boltz-
mann Institute and has produced the 
most detailed map of the surroundings 
and earth beneath Stonehenge yet.

Archaeologists combined multiple 
instruments and were able to scan to 
a depth of 3 metres at an unprecedent-
ed resolution. In order to gain such 
a high resolution at a depth of 3 me-
tres 6 di� erent techniques were used, 
including a magnetometer, a ground-
penetrating radar and a 3D laser scan-
ner. � ese techniques have an allowed 
a 3-dimensional map to be created 
which covers an area of 12km2.

� e remote sensing techniques used 
have discovered hundreds of new fea-
tures in the area surrounding Stone-
henge. Features include dozens of 
burial mounds, 17 ritual monuments 
(which date back to when Stonehenge 
was built) and perhaps the most star-

tling of all, a 33 metre long timber 
building. � e remains of the building 
was found buried underneath a mound 
and resembles similar buildings found 
on the continent near other megaliths 
(giant stones). Dating the remains 
of the buildings reveal it to be 6000 
years old and its primary purpose was 
for use in ritual burials. Another sur-
prise were traces of around 60 stones 
and pillars which would have formed 
part of the ‘super henge’ at Durrington 
Walls, which was 1.5km-wide.

Nishad Karim, a researcher from 
the University of Leicester, stated that 
“these researchers have been able to 
virtually see through the ground and 
explore what civilisation looked like 

thousands of years ago.” In actual fact 
archaeologists now have a better un-
derstanding of how the landscape sur-
rounding Stonehenge has developed 
over a period of around 11,000 years.

Whilst conducting the survey of 
the prehistoric landscape, surveys 
also produced detailed maps which 
commemorated the centenary of the 
First World War, showing the prac-
tise trenches which were dug around 
Stonehenge, preparing troops for bat-
tle. Also produced are maps of RAF/
RFC Stonehenge, which was one of 
Britain’s � rst military airbases between 
1917 and 1920.

by RICHARD DALLISON

The shadow universities minis-
ter, Liam Byrne has sent out a 
stark warning this week, saying 

that Britain’s science base is at risk if 
the current coalition government does 
not increase research budgets to the 
sector.

 In an interview with the Guardian 
newspaper Mr Byrne said that Britain’s 
science base was “in real jeopardy” and 
that “our position in global science will 
slip” should the government not com-
mit more spending and prioritise sci-
ence research and development in the 
UK. Mr Byrne went on to say that he 

was “� agging the warning” that the 
Labour party had heard all over the 
world from British scientists who work 
in Britain and other countries.

 On average, EU spending on re-
search and development sits at 2% of 
GDP, and in some countries, such as 
Germany, this � gure is as high as 3%; 
the UK however only currently com-
mits 1.79% of GDP to R&D. � is low 
investment � gure puts us behind not 
only Germany, but also countries such 
as France, Japan and South Korea.

� e warning from Labour comes as 
they publish a new pamphlet today 
entitled ‘Robins Rebooted’, a reference 
to the Robins report of the 1960s that 
looked at university expansion. � e 

pamphlet makes it unequivocally clear 
that R&D spending in the UK is too 
low and warns that lights may go out in 
big research facilities should spending 
levels not be increased. � e govern-
ment did announce this year however, 
that the science budget would remain 
ring-fenced for 2015-16.

 Professor David Price of the Univer-
sity College London said on the issue: 
“Many counties, particularly in the far 
east, have increased and continue to 
increase the amount of money spent 
on university research and infrastruc-
ture. If the UK is to remain globally 
competitive, we must see increased, 
but focused, investment in our world 
leading research and teaching-excel-

lent universities.”
Despite this stark warning to the 

current government, the shadow min-
ister did admit that Labour could not 
commit to more spending on science 
should it win the next election. It is 
clear that despite the fuss, none of the 
main parties hold science research in a 
high enough regard, or class it as im-
portant enough to the British elector-
ate, to make commitments to its future 
at the next election. However, with the 
next General Election less than a year 
away, it will be interesting to see how 
this potential political hot potato is 
handled by all the political parties.
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Music Powered 
Energy

Ozone Layer 
� ickens

In Brief

Rising emissions
RESEARCHERS at Imperial Col-

lege London have discovered an 
unexpected way of increasing the 
power output from solar panels. Re-
searchers found that solar cells con-
vert light into electricity much more 
e�  ciently when played music. A� er 
multiple tests it was concluded that 
cells which are played high pitched 
pop and rock music will produce 
more electricity than cells which are 
played lower pitch classical music. 
� is increased e�  ciency is caused 
by the vibration in the cells that the 
music causes.

� is discovery will allow a wider 
range of devices to be powered by 
solar energy, as the e�  ciency of so-
lar cells can be increased using am-
bient background noises.

THE hole in the ozone layer has 
started to show early signs of re-
covery and thicken a� er decades of 
depletion. � e ozone layer is a layer 
of the Earth’s stratosphere that ab-
sorbs and protects the Earth from 
ultraviolet rays. � e ozone has been 
damaged in previous decades due to 
the release of man-made CFC’s. � e 
manufacture of CFC’s was phased out 
via the Montreal Protocol in 1987 af-
ter the damaging e� ects of CFC’s was 
discovered.

A study published by the World 
Meteorological Organisation and the 
UN Environment Programme ex-
plains how the ozone layer has start-
ed to show early signs of thickening, 
but then goes on to state that it will 
take a decade before the hole starts 
to shrink. Scientists cannot be 100% 
sure whether the hole will fully heal 
itself but say that extra tests should 
con� rm the � ndings.

� e good news about the ozone lay-
er arrives in the wake of news about 
greenhouse gases reaching a record 
high, however WMO Secretary-Gen-
eral Michel Jarraud stated that, ”In-
ternational action on the ozone layer 
is a major environmental success 
story   [... ]� is should encourage us 
to display the same level of urgency 
and unity to tackle the even greater 
challenge of tackling climate change.”

South African voyage
   

THE construction of a 325m obser-
vation tower has begun in the heart 
of the Amazon Basin. � e Amazon 
rainforest is one of the most vital 
ecosystems on the planet and is re-
sponsible for absorbing millions of 
tonnes of greenhouse gases from the 
atmosphere each year. � e tower will 
be equipped with instruments, allow-
ing vital data to be gathered about 
sources of greenhouse gases and 
climate change. Because of its unob-
structed height, the tower will be able 
to investigate the movement of air 
masses throughout the forest, over a 
distance of several hundred kilome-
tres. It is hoped the tower will allow 
innumerable questions about climate 
change to be answered.

Amazononian 
Tower

by KATIE FINCKEN

EVER WONDERED ABOUT 
A RESEARCH MASTERS? 
SEREN FINDS OUT
MORE...

Mountains on one side, sea on 
the other and surrounded by 
an unfamiliar language; we 

could be talking about the beautiful 
North Wales countryside where Ban-
gor University is situated, but we are 
actually referring to the Cape Floristic 
Region in South Africa, the location 
of our imminent 3-month � eld trip. 
As Bangor University graduates my-
self, � ea Elread and Declan Murphy 
thought the fun was over- how little 

did we know! On November 4th we 
will be driving half way up a mountain 
in a 4x4 to study the rare and endan-
gered Colophon stag beetles, which 
are endemic to the mountain peaks of 
the Western Cape Province. Almost 
nothing is known about them and we 
will be carrying out novel research on 
their ecology, reproduction and be-
havior. � is will provide information 
vital for the conservation of Colo-
phon, which are critically endangered 
by global warming and poaching. 

Our daily task will involve hiking 
across the mountaintops of the beauti-
ful Matroosberg Reserve in search of 
theses small fascinating creatures. It 
will be a fantastic opportunity to learn 
new skills, such as operating sophis-

ticated equipment, species identi� ca-
tion and the real challenge- surviving 
without internet! We will be exploring 
new environments while making an 
important contribution to science. � e 
data gathered will create a platform for 
future student projects and increase 
awareness of the overlooked impor-
tance of invertebrates. 

What you get out of a project like 
this relies wholly on what you put into 
it. Undertaking such an endeavor can 
be trying, however the rewards are 
unquestionably great. Such an incred-
ible adventure would not be possible 
without the help and support of Ban-
gor University, its lecturers and sta� . 
We are not on our own in South Africa 
(fortunately so). Our research is being 

aided substantially by the e� orts of 
Professor Clarke Scholtz, a researcher 
and lecturer at the University of Pre-
toria who is considered to be a world 
expert on Scarabaeoidea. Addition-
ally the Coalbourn Charitable Trust 
will be partially funding this project, 
as well as Craghoppers who have do-
nated some outdoor clothes which are 
essential for � eldwork in a mountain-
ous terrain. 

We encourage any budding traveller, 
adventurer or explorer to follow their 
hearts in the knowledge that the uni-
versity is ready and willing to support 
your passions. 

Bernard M. Barunch- “Millions saw 
the apple fall, Newton was the only 
one who asked why?” Be Newton.

by AL HULLEY

According to new scienti� c re-
search concucted between 
2012 and 2013 greenhouse gas 

rates are rising at the fastest rate seen 
since 1984.

� is was mainly due to a surge in 
CO2 concentrations in the atmos-
phere. Representatives from the World 
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) 
have stressed the need for a global cli-
mate treaty. However the UK’s energy 
secretary Ed Davey has expressed his 
concerns that, as for the Kyoto proto-
col, this agreement would most likely 
not contain any legally binding emis-
sion cuts and therefore individuals 

could choose to opt out hindering its 
success. � e WMO's annual Green-
house Gas Bulletin itself concentrates 
on measuring how much of the GHGs 
remain in the atmosphere a� er the 
complex interactions that take place 
within the environment. � e latest 
bulletin has stated that the globally 
averaged amount of CO2 in the at-
mosphere reached 396ppm (parts per 
million) in 2013, an increase of almost 
3ppm on 2012 � gures. Michel Jar-
raud (secretary general of the WMO) 
said that this bulletin shows that last 
year’s atmospheric CO2 concentration 
increased at the fastest rate for nearly 
30 years. He then went on to say: "We 
must reverse this trend by cutting 
emissions of CO2 and other green-

house gases across the board".
Atmospheric CO2 currently stands 

at 142% of the 1750 records pre indus-
trial revolution. � is is yet more evi-
dence that the issue of global warming 
needs to be tackled. On the other hand 
some sceptics have leapt on the fact 
that global average temperatures have 
not risen to the same extent. Despite 
this Oksana Tarasova, chief of the at-
mospheric research division at the 
WMO has stated: "� e climate system 
is not linear, it is not straightforward. It 
is not necessarily re� ected in the tem-
perature in the atmosphere, but if you 
look at the temperature pro� le in the 
ocean, the heat is going in the oceans". 
Also there is another issue at hand 
when analysing 2013s data in that the 

increase in CO2 was the result of 2 var-
iables. Firstly being down to increased 
emissions but also secondly the fact 
that a decrease of carbon uptake by the 
Earth's biosphere was observed. Sci-
entists are unsure about the nature of 
this occurrence as the last time similar 
circumstances were experienced was a 
reduction in the biosphere's ability to 
be a su�  cient carbon sink (1998). � is 
was the result of the extensive burning 
of biomass worldwide. No such prac-
tices have been in carried out at this 
scale in recent times. � e world's po-
litical leaders will gather in New York 
on September 23 for a special summit 
called by UN secretary general Ban Ki-
moon to discuss the best way to move 
forward.
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Number of threatened coral 
species increases ten-fold

Women Invit-
ed to Address 

World Leaders
OVER 500 people have applied to 
address more than 100 world lead-
ers on the issue of climate change, in 
a competition run by the UN. � e 
rules for applicants stipulate that only 
women under the age of 30 can apply, 
in a move by the UN to highlight the 
fact that the majority of the poorest 
in society are women, and are there-
fore more susceptible to the e� ects of 
climate change. Young women from 
across the globe, spanning 115 coun-
tries have applied in the hope of voic-
ing the thought of the next generation.

IN over 45 years of pest control, John 
Birkett took on the “biggest job of his 
career” in removing a 3�  wasp nest 
from a bed in a house in Winchester. 
� e nest was discovered in a rarely 
use spare room of a house, where a 
window had been le�  slightly ajar, Mr 
Birkett believed the next would have 
taken about 3 months to build, but he 
managed to spray the insects and dis-
mantle the nest in two hours.

IN other wasp related news, a suspect-
ed burglar has been arrested a� er hav-
ing been stung by wasps when trying 
to avoid police capture by hiding in a 
bush. � e man was being hunted by 
police investigating the the�  of a � sh 
tank. � e male was hospitalised by the 
stings, but has since appeared before 
magistrates.

FOOD waste from across North Wales 
is now being used to produce elec-
tricity. A new anaerobic digestion 
plant which will be run solely on food 
waste collected from the local area has 
opened in Waem near St Asaph. A pre-
dicted total of 22,500 tonnes of food 
waste, from across Conwy, Denbigh-
shire and Flintshire will be processed 
each year, and converted into enough 
electricity to power 2,000 homes. � e 
scheme is the largest of its kind in the 
country and is leading the way in recy-
cling food waste and helping Wales to 
make a signi� cant contribution to the 
UK meeting its target of 20% of energy 
demand through renewables by 2020. 
A similar plant near Caernarfon has 
processed half a million tons of waste 
since 2006, the opening of this plant 
takes the total amount of food waste 
processed in Wales to approximately 
34,000 tonnes per year. A third plant 
is due to begin operations in Rhondda 
Cynon Ta�  in South Wales next year.

by RICHARD DALLISON

In the last week of August, a demoli-
tion crew detonated a battery of ex-
plosives to destroy the � nal 30 feet 

of a 210-foot high Glines Canyon dam 
on a small river in Washington State in 
the largest dam removal project in the 
world. � e 45 mile long, Elwha River 
was damned twice in the early 20th 
century, in 1914 by the Elwha Dam, 
located 5 miles from the mouth of 
the River and secondly in 1927 by the 
Glines Canyon Dam in 1927, 8 miles 
further upstream. � e dams were put 
in place at the time, along with many 
others across the USA, to generate 
power for the growing nation and in 

this part of the country for timber pro-
duction in particular.

While the dams did much for the lo-
cal economy, they have had a highly 
detrimental e� ect on the surrounding 
environment, the local salmon popu-
lation was all but decimated as was the 
shell� sh population. � e local Lower 
Elwha Klallam tribe relied on the 
salmon, and in 1979 the US Supreme 
Court ruled that the tribes were enti-
tled to half of the states salmon catch. 
� is pivotal ruling lead to the tribes 
� ghting for the removal of the dams 
entirely which lead the dams being 
bought by the federal government in 
1992, with the view of auctioning their 
removal.

A� er nearly a decade of blocking by 
Senator Slade Gorton of Washington, 
he was voted out of o�  ce in 2000, it 
then took a further 11 years for plans 
and infrastructure for the removal of 
the dams to be put in place. On the 
15th of September 2011, demolition � -
nally began, starting a slow three-year 
process of demolition that culminated 
in this � nal explosive end a month 
ago. � e smaller Elwha dam was de-
molished within 6 months, and the ef-
fects on the downstream environment 
are easily seen, salmon populations are 
booming. � e gradual release of sedi-
ment has rebuilt riverbanks, created 
estuary habitat for Dungeness crabs, 
clams, and other species; trees and 

shrubs are sprouting in the drained 
reservoir beds, and sediment once 
trapped behind the dams is rebuilding 
beaches at the Elwha’s outlet to the sea.

� e positive e� ects are being seen 
as a triumph for nature, and it is es-
pecially a relief for the engineers who 
were worried that the 21 million cubic 
meters of sediment trapped behind 
the dam would cause untold damage 
to the local environment; the gradual 
release of sediment has however been 
a great success. � is successful dam 
removal has given hope to many cam-
paigners across the United States who 
are hoping that further dams maybe 
removed, returned environments to 
their natural state.

by GEMMA SIMMONS

In August of this year, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric admin-
istration (NOAA) announced it 

will a� ord endangered species act pro-
tections to 20 new coral species. Coral 
reefs are one of the most biologically 
diverse ecosystems on Earth provid-
ing important habitat for many marine 
species. In recent years, corals around 
the world have started to experience 
the e� ects of ocean acidi� cation and 
elevated ocean temperatures as well as 
from pollution leading to this monu-
mental decision.

� e 20 new species will be listed as 
‘threatened’ along with the Caribbean 

Elkhorn coral and the Staghorn coral 
that were previously listed as threat-
ened in 2006. 15 of the new species oc-
cur in Indo-Paci� c waters and 5 in the 
Caribbean and include pillow corals, 
3 species of star coral and the rough 
cactus coral. David Bernhart, a bi-
ologist with NOAA � sheries says that 
the corals are “not going extinct now 
but there’s a good possibility that they 
might in the foreseeable future”.

� e move was � rst proposed in 2012 
and since then many scienti� c papers 
on climate change and coral habitat, 
distribution and abundance have been 
published so that the NOAA could 
incorporate the new research into 
its � nal decision. � e new literature 

strengthened the body of information 
available to NOAA and improved the 
agencies understanding of coral habi-
tats leading to its � nal decision. Al-
though the listing of 20 species at once 
makes it the largest endangered spe-
cies act (ESA) ruling ever it is a signi� -
cant change to the original proposed 
2012 listing that included 83 species of 
coral. � e assistant administrator for 
NOAA � sheries, Eileen Stobeck, said 
that protecting and conserving the 
coral is “essential” and that “the � nal 
decision is a result of the most exten-
sive rulemaking ever undertaken by 
NOAA. � e amount of scienti� c infor-
mation sought, obtained and analyzed 
was unprecedented.”

Although the endangered species 
act prohibitions against ‘take’ are not 
automatically applied as they are for 
endangered listed species only, NOAA 
say that the tools available under 
the ESA are “su�  ciently � exible” so 
they can be used in partnership with 
coastal jurisdictions in a manner that 
will allow activity to move forward in 
such a way that the listed coral species 
will not be jeopardized. In the future, 
NOAA plan to identify species regu-
lations and mitigation measures and 
work on recovery strategies as well as 
working on educating local communi-
ties on the importance of the conser-
vation of these threatened species.

World’s largest dam removal 
unleashes river a� er 100 uears 

Food Waste to 
Energy 

Wasps Carry 
Out ‘Sting’ 
Operation 

Giant Wasp 
Nest Tackled 

• Sediment outpoor from the Elwha River, a� er dam removal

• Rare Elkhorne Coral• Protected Staghorn Coral 
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Ice Bucket Challenge:                 
environmental disaster?

� rowaway fashion

New home for 
century-old 

tortoise 

NEW research published by South-
ampton University shows that the 
number of reported major � ood events 
in the UK has increased in parallel with 
the growth in population and building 
increase. � e report states that it is 
unclear if climate change is also impli-
cated and admits that the study is only 
one part of a larger picture, not taking 
into account for land-use change and 
the e� ects of new � ood defences. � e 
report does raise the important point 
however, that maybe we should be 
more rigorous in the planning of new 
residential areas, especially in respect 
to building on � oodplains.

HUNDREDS of householders have 
been le�  without water in California in 
the past 2 months, as taps have simply 
run dry when ground water levels have 
dropped below the reach of wells. � e 
population of California has nearly 
double in past 30 years and the central 
valley of California is one of the most 
productive agricultural areas on the 
planet, producing 80% of the world’s 
almonds. David Phippen, an almond 
farmer in California said, “� ey [the 
government] have done a great job at 
increasing the population of Califor-
nia, but they have paid no heed to the 
infrastructure required for the popula-
tion increase”. NASA had bad news for 
area last week, saying satellites show 
that the situation was set to become 
the “new normal”, with ground water 
levels said to continue decreasing. � e 
problem for California is clear, but the 
solution for the state government is 
murky at best. One thing is clear how-
ever: a long term solution is needed 
quickly.

THE National Trust is warning that 
seabirds around the UK are at a triple 
threat from extreme weather, preda-
tors and disturbance by human walk-
ers and their dogs. Gwen Potter from 
the National Trust has asked dog own-
ers to be vigilant as nest have been 
damaged by dogs getting loose.

A rare Galapagos tortoise, Emerson, 
has been rehomed in an Ohio Zoo, af-
ter 30 happy years at San Diego Zoo. 
Emerson, thought to be over 100 years 
old, is one of only a few Galapagos tor-
toises le� , and despite having already 
seen o�  16 American presidents and 
two world wars, could live for a further 
50 years.

Self-in� icted 
� ooding 

Californian 
wells run

 dry 

Seabird triple 
whammy 

by LAURA SUTTON

With yet another London 
Fashion week over and 
companies already plan-

ning their 2015 spring/summer col-
lection, it seems that clothes from 
summer just gone are already well and 
truly out of style and those clothes that 
are ‘so last season’ will soon be dis-
posed of.

Over 60% of the UK clothing waste 
ends up in land� ll which is a sad fact 
for any vintage lover, but the reality is 
that we just don’t make clothes like we 
used to any more. During the war ma-
terial was in short supply and every-

thing had to be made to last, now gar-
ments are only made to last one season 
before they fall apart, forcing you to go 
back and buy more.

Clothes deposited into general waste 
are sent to land� ll, which in the UK is 
over two million tonnes per year; here 
they are dumped with other waste and 
le�  to break down. � e synthetic ma-
terials that such cheap fashion is usu-
ally made from takes a long time to 
degrade and in some cases the clothes 
will never biodegrade. � is non-bio-
degradable clothing can cause issues 
with the soil structure, causing a build-
up of water which increases the sever-
ity of � ooding around land� ll sites and 

increases the amount of toxic run o�  
from land� ll, which is costly for coun-
cils to � x.

It’s di�  cult to encourage people to 
buy less, despite the recession, spend-
ing on fashion has increased and su-
permarket back to school o� ers have 
eliminated the traditional hand-me-
down school uniforms. Recycling is 
one key way to keep clothes out of 
land� ll, but with Britons only recy-
cling 16% of their clothes, this does 
not go far enough. Most of these items 
are headed to East Africa to be sold in 
street markets and are given a much 
longer shelf life, usually being used to 
clothe several generations of the same 

family. Other uses include shredding 
to produce mattresses and carpets.

� is season, any no-longer-needed 
clothes in the Bangor area will be 
spared the bin and will instead be go-
ing to the Cra�  and Sewing Society’s 
clothes swap on Tuesday 14th Oc-
tober at 7pm in Greek Room Main 
Arts, where last season’s clothes can be 
swapped for something new. It’s sim-
ple system, participant take along a 
minimum of 2 items, pay £1 entry on 
the door, and then take whatever items 
they fancy. � is simple initiative hopes 
rectify some of the throwaway culture 
of fashion, and help rejuvenate the 
wardrobes of Bangor students.

by CHRIS GLASS

The Ice Bucket Challenge has 
been the charity phenomenon 
of the summer and has en-

couraged everyone, from former US 
President George W Bush to Stephen 
Hawking, to pick up a bucket and get 
involved. � e craze has created a much 
larger impact than just a few celebrities 
getting their heads wet however; the 
challenge has created a backlash from 
animal rights groups and also environ-
mentalists.

For anyone who has somehow 
missed the deluge of videos which 
have � ooded social media the past 

few months, the basic idea of the Ice 
Bucket Challenge is as follows: the 
participant makes a short video ex-
plaining what charitable organisation 
they are raising awareness for and then 
nominates 3 other people to take part, 
before emptying a bucket of ice water 
over themselves. � e whole idea is to 
raise awareness for both Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) and Motor 
Neurone Disease (MND). Backlash 
has arisen due to the event coincid-
ing with World Water Week and the 
challenge was not lost on international 
delegates earlier this month at a con-
ference in Stockholme to discuss the 
planets water crisis. Water Aid has 

asked people to be aware of the water 
they use during the challenge and has 
urged the public that if they do partake 
in the challenge, to only use recycled 
water from bathtubs, garden butts or 
to douse people with sea water. � ere 
is however an irony of doing this, by 
using recycled ‘dirty’ water, people are 
more likely to have a shower or bath 
to clean themselves more than they 
would by using clean water.

People partaking in the challenge in 
places with droughts, such as Califor-
nia, have got around the problem in 
many inventive ways. actor Matt Da-
mon used toilet water whilst pointing 
out the world had less clean drinking 

water available: other celebrities have 
used milk. In some severe cases it is 
thought that the challenge has caused 
water shortages. One such place is the 
Scottish Island of Colonsay, where a 
great quantity of water has been wast-
ed because of its 135 inhabitants fol-
lowing the trend.

Estimates suggest that around 5 – 6 
million gallons of water has been wast-
ed so far following this internet trend. 
In many developed countries � lling up 
a 5 litre bowl of water may not seem 
like a great waste, however it is a waste 
when you consider that 748 million 
people live in a world without access 
to clean water.

• A group of 1,000 telecommunication workers in the US raising $200,000 for ALS

• A pile of clothes donated to the Salvation Army
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Student Housing
� ings to look out for

Landlord awards

SINCE it’s launch earlier this year, 
the Landlord Awards have been 
viewed as an excellent way to high-
light the positive experiences that 
landlords bring to our students and 
the local community. This year we 
are set to run the event again with 
another award up for grabs and 
more advertising to make it bigger 
and better. Look out for the nomi-
nations opening on 1st December 
along with further information on 
our website (www.bangorstudents.
com) of how to get involved!

Dates for your diary
**Bangor University Housing Lists 

Released - 1st December**
Accommodation Advice Session 

1,18:00, 1st December
Landlord Award Nominations open 

1st December
Housing fair 1, 2nd December, 

10:00 - 18:00, Bar Uno
Tenants Forum 1, 27th January, 

18:00, LR4
Landlord Awards, 19th February, 

18:00, TCR3
Tenants Forum 2,10th March, 

18:00, LR4

Tenants’ Forum
THIS year, as part of the Hous-

ing Campaign, we have decided 
to launch a Tenants’ Forum. This is 
where people from across Bangor 
can come together to talk about 
the challenges, positives, and ideas 
around student housing in Bangor. 
By bringing together students, the 
University, local councillors, the po-
lice, landlords, and the Students’ Un-
ion, we can work together to tackle 
problems and improve experiences.

The Forum will meet on the follow-
ing dates;

·         Tuesday 27th January at 6pm 
in Lecture Room 4 in Main Arts

·         Tuesday 10th March at 6pm in 
Lecture Room 4 in Main Arts

 Housing Hand
HOUSING Hand is a brand new vol-

unteering initiative at the Students’ 
Union. It will provide students with 
the opportunity buddy up with an-
other student, who has been trained 
to look for the important things 
when renting, to attend house view-
ings.

As well as providing support to stu-
dents, the Housing Hand scheme will 
also give new students more advice 
on what they need to look out for and 
what questions they should ask in the 
future when searching for a house, 
gradually improving expected stand-
ards.

Love Bangor

The Love Bangor Partnership is a 
community organising project 
which aims to work in collabo-

ration with students, Bangor Universi-
ty, Gwynedd Council, residents, busi-
nesses, and many other community 
groups across Bangor.

At its heart, community organising 
is about enabling people to recognise 
and use the power they have, in line 
with the values that the student move-
ment was built upon: transforming 

collective power into collective action 
and making positive change.

Love Bangor is a long-standing 
brand, � rst launched in 2009 as part of 
discount scheme for local businesses 
to o� er to students. Bangor Students’ 
Union wants to ensure that we work 
collectively, breaking down the exist-
ence of a divided two community, 
bringing everyone together, towards a 
shared aim, to build a better city.

� e Love Bangor Community Part-

nership will bring together people 
from all over the world, proactively 
working towards shared aims and ob-
jectives, and shouting about the bril-
liant work and collaboration that al-
ready exists between students and the 
wider community day in, day out.

Love Bangor is nothing new, but the 
way in which we talk about student in-
volvement in our community is.

Our Priority Campaign

In May 2015, we have what some 
are calling the most important 
election in a generation. � e Gen-

eral Election is just months away, and 
at the time of writing this there are just 
over 200 days le� .

On May 7, millions will head to the 
ballot boxes to determine who will 
govern Britain for the next � ve years. 
Yet on the May 7 2015, young people 
up and down the country won’t turn 
out to vote. Our voices will go unheard 
by a system that continues to let us 

down.
44% of people under the age of 24 

voted in 2010. In 2015, just 1 in 8 un-
der 25 year olds intend on voting.

What that means is that we get gov-
ernments we didn’t want, making de-
cisions that we don’t agree with. All 
because politicians can comfortably 
ignore a whole demographic, con� -
dent in the knowledge that we have no 
in� uence at the ballot box.

Bangor Students’ Union’s priority 
campaign is the General Election. We 

are committed to ensuring that we reg-
ister, inform, and empower students in 
the 2015 General Election, making the 
voices of students and young people 
too loud to ignore. It’s our collective 
responsibility to get young people reg-
istered to vote and mobilised to vote, 
building a stake in political system. 
Winning for young people.

Together we can create a new deal for 
the next generation.

SU Heroes
For new students, moving away 

from home for the � rst time can be 
a daunting process. SU Heroes will 
be on hand all weekend to provide a 
warm welcome to Bangor University 
and helping make the transition from 
home to university life as smooth as 
possible. Heroes are probably the � rst 

Bangor University students they meet 
- and what a better bunch of people 
to meet than SU people?! Look out 
for our Heroes in bright red t-shirts 
throughout Welcome Week, and re-
member to send students our way if 
they have any questions!
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Welcome from Bangor Student’s Union!

First of all, welcome to Bangor 
University and welcome to your 
Students’ Union – we hope that 

you make the most of your time here 
in Bangor and enjoy all the opportuni-
ties available to you!

 
� e Students’ Union does a number 

of things – we provide free clubs and 
societies, so if you want to join the 
swimming club, or play netball, join 
our Gaming League, or our Chess 
Society, you can do all of those things 
completely free! We also have over 20 
volunteering projects, so if you want to 
work with children, look a� er North 
Wales’ beautiful beaches, or work with 
the elderly, you can sign up at the start 
of the year in Serendipity! You could 
even join the Welsh Learners Society 
and impress your friends when you 
return home!

 
We’re completely independent from 

the University, which means that we 
can campaign and lobby for change on 
your behalf. It doesn’t matter if you’re 
a � rst-year undergraduate, a � nal-year 
postgraduate, an international student 
or a distance learner, there are loads of 
ways you can get involved and get your 
voice heard. If you have any questions 
about a problem on your course, you 
can come into the Students’ Union and 
speak to someone who will help you 
resolve any problems you may have.

 
Getting involved in these activities is 

a great way to try something new, gain 
new skills, meet new people, and make 
yourself more employable, all whilst 
having an amazing time!

 

Here are your Student O�  cers – stu-
dents who have been elected to run 
your Union and represent you.

Rhys: Hi I’m Rhys and I’m your 
President! � is year is a big year for 
our student movement. � e General 
Election is just months away. Your stu-
dent union is committed to ensuring 
that we register, inform, and empower 
students in the 2015 General Election, 
making the voices of students and 
young people too loud to ignore. We’re 
also re-launching Love Bangor, mak-
ing it more than a discount card. It’ll 
become Bangor’s � rst ever Commu-
nity Partnership, putting students at 
the heart of building solutions around 
shared problems with housing, waste, 
sustainability, and citizenship. We’re 
also focusing on your assessments 
and feedback, working with you to en-
sure that you’re full partners in shap-
ing your educational experience, and 
we’re looking again at how we get stu-
dents to engage with the Union.

Mark: Hi there, I’m Mark Stanley 
and I’m the VP for Societies and Com-
munity here at Bangor Student’s Un-
ion. My remit is to coordinate Student 
Led Societies and Volunteer Groups 
here at Bangor University, and to work 
with the local community groups to 
create an integrated Bangor.

� is year, I’ll be working on creat-
ing a wider society experience here 
at Bangor University by working with 
students to create an Academic Soci-
ety for each school, and ensuring that 
Employability is an important part of 
student groups. I’ll also be working 
closely with Rhys Taylor to ensure that 

the Love Bangor Community Part-
nership scheme is the vessel to bring 
Students, Community Groups, Per-
manent Residents, Businesses and the 
University together.

Lydia: Hi everyone, I am Lydia your 
VP Education and Welfare! � is year, 
the housing campaign will be launched 
with a twist! � ere will be a ‘Take your 
time to sign’ housing campaign start-
ing from Serendipity with posters, 
social media and videos of students 
experiences’ with housing. � is will 
then lead into housing week from the 
1st - 7th December, were the housing 
list will be released, a housing fair will 
be open to all students for information 
to ask questions and search for houses, 
landlord nominations open for land-
lord awards and much more! We will 
also be running an Organ and blood 
donation awareness campaign, to 
broaden the awareness of students to 
Wales becoming the � rst place to have 
Opt Out Organ donation in Decem-
ber 2015. � is will involve an event 
a month, from plays to debates and 
blood donation opportunities, that 
will count down to the date and keep 
you in the know about how this new 
law a� ects you as students.

 With regards to education, this year 
I will also be looking to work with 
course reps and schools to improve 
the course rep system based on your 
feedback. � is will start right from the 
o�  with the training and information 
provided to you as course reps being 
tailored to your schools. With your 
help, I would also like to improve the 
communication loop between your-
self and your course reps, keeping you 

in the know about what happens once 
they receive feedback and how this is 
then used to improve your student ex-
perience.

Further-more, electronic submission 
of work is being incorporated in many 
subjects. � is year I will be working 
with your course reps and schools to 
make sure that the standard of feed-
back given to you as students stays to 
the high standard that it is at now. � is 
will be reinforced  in Study Aid this 
year, which will be focusing on assess-
ment and feedback for students.

Nicola: I am Nicola Pye, your VP 
Sport and Healthy Living o�  cer. I am 
your elected student o�  cer and repre-
sentative for sport here in Bangor.

� is is my second year in o�  ce and 
my job here is to ensure you get the 
best sporting experience at Bangor. 
I am the key contact for the sports 
clubs, liaising with British 
Universities and Colleges 
Sport (BUCS); leading on 
the administration, planning 
and logistics of all competi-
tive and non-competitive 
sporting activities; as well 
as running events and cam-
paigns to encourage stu-
dents to lead healthier and 
more active lifestyles.

Guto: Shwmae! Hello! I’m 
Guto Gwilym, this year’s 
UMCB President (� e 
Welsh Students’ Union) and 
I am here to represent any 
Welsh speaking or Welsh 
learning student and any 
student that has any inter-

est in the Welsh language and culture. 
While you’re in Wales you may want 
to get involved in the many di� erent 
events that go on around Bangor like 
the Welsh music night Clwb Cymru 
in Academi, open mic night in Y 
Glôb and cultural events in JMJ Com-
mon Room. We will also be holding 
a Welsh Week as well early next year 
so look out for that and opportunities 
to help out with that. I sincerely hope 
we will see you all at one of our events 
whether you speak Welsh or not, but 
in the meantime, like our page on Fa-
cebook to hear the latest of what’s hap-
pening with UMCB.

You can � nd us on Victoria Drive, 
behind Bar Uno. You can also � nd us 
online at www.bangorstudents.com, as 
well as on Facebook (facebook.com/
bangorstudentsunion) and twitter (@
bangorstudents).

 
Le�  to Right: Lydia Richardson VP Education and Welfare, Rhys Taylor President, Guto Gwilym UMCB President, Mark Stanley VP Societies and Community, 

Nicola Pye VP Sport and Healthy Living
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DO...

DON'T...

ALWAYS PRACTICE SAFE SEX 

ADD SEREN ON FACEBOOK - SEREN BANGOR
OR TWITTER - @SERENBANGOR

ALWAYS KEEP YOUR KEYS ON YOU

REGISTER WITH A DOCTOR

BUDGET!

THE

GUIDE TO
SURVIVING

UNIVERSITY

PROCRASTINATE UNTIL THE DEADLINE

SPEND YOUR ENTIRE LOAN DURING FRESHERS

STEAL YOUR FLATMATE’S FOOD
SET THE FIRE ALARM OFF

SPEND ALL YOUR TIME DRUNK OR HUNGOVER
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SEREN'S BANGOR BUCKETLIST

DEFEAT THE CENTURIAN CHALLENGE

JOIN A CLUB OR SOCIETY

HAVE AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN SEREN

VOTE IN THE SU ELECTIONS

STAY UP ALL NIGHT AT THE SUMMER BALL

LEARN HOW TO PRONOUNCE FFRIDDOEDD

DEFEAT MIKE’S BITES’ GREEDY BASTARD

CLIMB SNOWDON (OR TAKE THE TRAIN)

SUPPORT BANGOR AT VARSITY

ORDER THE CHEAPEST DRINK AT ACADEMI

SPEND 48 HOURS IN THE LIBRARY IN ONE GO

WATCH A SIX NATIONS GAME IN BAR UNO

GO TO LLANFAIRPWLLGWYNGYLLGOGERYCHWYRNDROBWLLLLANTYSILIOGOGOGOCH

GO TO DUBLIN ON THE FERRY

“ACQUIRE” AN ITEM OF PUBLIC PROPERTY

FIND A BETTER WAY TO GET DOWN BITCH HILL
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STAG 
Chair: Al Hulley

What we do: STAG are based at Treborth Botanic Gardens. We assist the 
Friends of Treborth (FTBG) who oversee and look after the gardens at 

Treborth. We have volunteering days every Wednesday and Friday as well 
as our o�  cial workparty on the � nal sunday of every month.

Hopes for the year: This year we hope to continue supporting 
Treborth and the Friends as we have since 2006. STAG hope to � nish the 
latest Chinese Garden this year in order to kick start our international re-
lationship with Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden. Outside our 
workparties we hope to continue hosting and attending fungal forays 
and plant ID workshops as well as working alongisde the Red Squirrel 
Trust, NT and wildfood eating experts in order to enhance our environe-

mental skill set.
Upcoming events: We will be teaming up with our sister society HOG-

Soc to joint trips to local National Trust locations and we hope to run a 
residential trip the CAE MABON.
How can we spot you at serendipity: Look out for our STAG hoodies carnif-

erous and rare plants at Serendipity
A message to new members: Our � rst workparty is Sunday 28th September. 

Transport and lunch will be provided. If you are enthusiastic, hardworking and 
have an interest in the environment then STAG is for you. The FTBG and STAG look 

forward to welcoming all in september.

BEDS
Chair: Osian Garmon
What you do: We provide students with opportunities to act in 

public performances, with an emphasis on gaining acting experi-
ence, socialising, and most of all, enjoyment!

Hopes for the year: We hope that plenty of � rst years will be 
interested in joining BEDS, as we’re always excited at the prospect 
of making friends, meeting new students and future performers.

Upcoming events: We have many events running throughout 
the year, including three plays, a number of side projects (includ-
ing the ever-popular murder mysteries and the Harry Potter Hal-
loween night) as well as several taster sessions during freshers week.

How can we spot you at serendipity?: We’ll all be at the BEDS 
stand in costumes from last year’s plays, including the hugely suc-
cessful production of Macbeth. I’ll personally be in the BEDS Barbarians 
social rugby kit!

A message to new members: Our audition dates are 8th, 9th and 10th Oc-
tober. Come and give us a try, and I guarantee you’ll have the time of your life with 
some of the craziest people in Bangor!

MUSOC
Chair: Hephzibah Leafe
What we do: We run both an orchestra and a choir every week. We per-

form in three large concerts every year, two of which are just for Music 
Society, and we often raising money for various charities. Our emphasis 
is on having fun, and absolutely anyone of any ability is welcome to 
come along. THERE ARE NO AUDITIONS!

Hopes for this year: We have a great selection of pieces planned 
which includes a wide range of styles ranging from classical to � lm 
music and popular songs. Our aim this year, as always, is to have 
something for everyone.

Upcoming events: Our Christmas concert will be taking place 
on Sunday 14th December in Pritchard Jones Hall, Main Arts Build-
ing, Bangor University, for both the choir and the orchestra and 
promises to be a brilliant evening. We will also be having our spring 
concert in March, so keep an eye out for posters in and around Ban-
gor providing more details!

How can we spot you at Serendipity?: We will have a stall at Seren-
dipity. Keep an eye out for the big green banner, and sign up! There is no 
charge and everyone is welcome, regardless of ability!

Message to new members: If you enjoy singing or play an instrument, 
please come and � nd us at Serendipity during Freshers’ Week. MuSoc is a great 
society for people to come along and sing or play as part of a friendly and lively group!  

SERENDIPITY:
  SOCITIES We take a look at what 

Bangor has to offer you at 
Serendipity this year!

Bangor University 
Music Society

To find out more about 
joining Seren see page 

41!

Come see us at 
Serendipity for your free 
goodie bag! This is how 
happy it will make you!

Students for Treborth 
Action Group

Bangor English
Drama Society



21Freshers  Issue 2014 | Seren

BUSO 
Chair: Madelaine Chitty
What you do: BUSO is a string orchestra that welcomes string players of any 

standard. We play a wide range of music and have multiple concerts through-
out the year.

Hopes for the year: We hope to continue the high standard of musician-
ship within the society and to explore a variety of music written and ar-
ranged for string orchestra.

Upcoming events: Our � rst rehearsal will be on Sunday 28th Septem-
ber 2pm-4pm in the music building.

How can we spot you at serendipity: We will have a BUSO banner and 
will be distributing � yers throughout the day.

A message to new members: Whether you are an amazing player or 
have just started playing come to BUSO as we play a wide range of music. 
Please like our Facebook page “BUSO - Bangor University String Orchestra” 
and get involved.

BBQ
Chair: Eleanor Hirst 

What you do: We are the English Literature & Creative Writing society of the uni-
versity. We represent the fun and social side to the departments bookworms. 

We o� er regular socials (drinking and not), fun events, � lm nights, book clubs 
and much more! We are a really friendly group and we would love to wel-
come new members this year!

Hopes for the year: To promote our love of books and create a fun com-
munity within the English departments, for both Freshers and not. We 
have a few suprises along the way too! We are also planning to go and 
see Macbeth in Llandudno in October for anyone who would life to come! 

Upcoming Events: The Mad Hatters Tea Party and social in Welcome 
Week and possibly a meet up on the Sunday of Welcome Week. We are also 

involved with the North Wales International Poetry Festival, which occurs in 
mid-late October, where we will run a themed literature/poetry event. We have 

a bi-monthly book club for both English Literature students and not, both aca-
demic and not. We also have some fun trips out planned. 

How can we spot you at Serendipity: Spot the stacks of books, our logo.
A Message to New Members: We welcome people from all schools who love litera-

ture and creative writing, you don’t have to be a lit student!

Bangor Books 
and Quills

Bangor University 
String Orchestra

HOGSOC
Chair: Kirsty Elliott
What you do: We maintain a garden on Ffriddoedd Road across from Morrisons. Here 

we have 12 raised beds, 4 perennials and an orchard where we grow organic produce 
to either distribute evenly amongst our members or to throw together into a large 
meal at the end of the year.

Hopes for the year: This year we hope to continue our current ethos of organic 
gardening whilst expanding the garden in terms of green woodworking work-
shops as well as a more social use for the garden including: BBQs, maybe a drama 
performance and garden games. We also hope to run joint trips with our sister 
society STAG. Moreover we will be increasing our academia through the likes of 
academic talks from local horticultural experts.

Upcoming events: During Freshers week we will be having a free BBQ on Thurs-
day at 5pm in the HOGSoc garden. This will be a fun and relaxed way for you to see 
all that our garden has to o� er! Our � rst work party will be on Sunday 5th October at 
10am, after all that socialising in the � rst couple of weeks at uni it has to be time for 
some fresh air, so come along and get your hands dirty!

How can we spot you at Serendipity: Keep a look out for our wellingtons, plant pots, 
soil and lots of lovely vegetables! We will even have something for you to take home and 
grow!

A message to new members: Even if you know nothing about gardening there is place 
for you here! We’re all about getting stuck in, socialising and community, you can learn 
more about gardening along the way.
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STAG 
Chair: Al Hulley

What we do: STAG are based at Treborth Botanic Gardens. We assist the 
Friends of Treborth (FTBG) who oversee and look after the gardens at 

Treborth. We have volunteering days every Wednesday and Friday as well 
as our o�  cial workparty on the � nal sunday of every month.

Hopes for the year: This year we hope to continue supporting 
Treborth and the Friends as we have since 2006. STAG hope to � nish the 
latest Chinese Garden this year in order to kick start our international re-
lationship with Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden. Outside our 
workparties we hope to continue hosting and attending fungal forays 
and plant ID workshops as well as working alongisde the Red Squirrel 
Trust, NT and wildfood eating experts in order to enhance our environe-

mental skill set.
Upcoming events: We will be teaming up with our sister society HOG-

Soc to joint trips to local National Trust locations and we hope to run a 
residential trip the CAE MABON.
How can we spot you at serendipity: Look out for our STAG hoodies carnif-

erous and rare plants at Serendipity
A message to new members: Our � rst workparty is Sunday 28th September. 

Transport and lunch will be provided. If you are enthusiastic, hardworking and 
have an interest in the environment then STAG is for you. The FTBG and STAG look 

forward to welcoming all in september.

BEDS
Chair: Osian Garmon
What you do: We provide students with opportunities to act in 

public performances, with an emphasis on gaining acting experi-
ence, socialising, and most of all, enjoyment!

Hopes for the year: We hope that plenty of � rst years will be 
interested in joining BEDS, as we’re always excited at the prospect 
of making friends, meeting new students and future performers.

Upcoming events: We have many events running throughout 
the year, including three plays, a number of side projects (includ-
ing the ever-popular murder mysteries and the Harry Potter Hal-
loween night) as well as several taster sessions during freshers week.

How can we spot you at serendipity?: We’ll all be at the BEDS 
stand in costumes from last year’s plays, including the hugely suc-
cessful production of Macbeth. I’ll personally be in the BEDS Barbarians 
social rugby kit!

A message to new members: Our audition dates are 8th, 9th and 10th Oc-
tober. Come and give us a try, and I guarantee you’ll have the time of your life with 
some of the craziest people in Bangor!

MUSOC
Chair: Hephzibah Leafe
What we do: We run both an orchestra and a choir every week. We per-

form in three large concerts every year, two of which are just for Music 
Society, and we often raising money for various charities. Our emphasis 
is on having fun, and absolutely anyone of any ability is welcome to 
come along. THERE ARE NO AUDITIONS!

Hopes for this year: We have a great selection of pieces planned 
which includes a wide range of styles ranging from classical to � lm 
music and popular songs. Our aim this year, as always, is to have 
something for everyone.

Upcoming events: Our Christmas concert will be taking place 
on Sunday 14th December in Pritchard Jones Hall, Main Arts Build-
ing, Bangor University, for both the choir and the orchestra and 
promises to be a brilliant evening. We will also be having our spring 
concert in March, so keep an eye out for posters in and around Ban-
gor providing more details!

How can we spot you at Serendipity?: We will have a stall at Seren-
dipity. Keep an eye out for the big green banner, and sign up! There is no 
charge and everyone is welcome, regardless of ability!

Message to new members: If you enjoy singing or play an instrument, 
please come and � nd us at Serendipity during Freshers’ Week. MuSoc is a great 
society for people to come along and sing or play as part of a friendly and lively group!  

SERENDIPITY:
  SOCITIES We take a look at what 

Bangor has to offer you at 
Serendipity this year!

Bangor University 
Music Society

To find out more about 
joining Seren see page 

41!

Come see us at 
Serendipity for your free 
goodie bag! This is how 
happy it will make you!

Students for Treborth 
Action Group

Bangor English
Drama Society
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LACROSSE 
Club Captain: Danielle Murphy, Women’s: Charlotte Bradley, Men’s: Nicky Furley

Tell me a bit about your club/your sport:  Lacrosse is a fast paced, team sport in-
volving a crosse (stick) and a ball. We have both a men’s and women’s team and are 

one of the few clubs at the university to remain a mixed club. It is an extremely fun 
sport and the team welcomes anyone from beginners to experts to come and 

join in and give it a go.
BUCS or any other club history: Both teams compete in weekly BUCS 

matches and are looking for some big wins like last season. The men’s team 
did us proud and beat Aberystwyth 18-8 at Varsity last year and both teams 
are hoping to win big this year at home! We also came 3rd in our � rst mixed 
tournament and are hoping to play more mixed games this season!

Hopes for the year: We are going in to the season with positive attitudes 
despite having lost some of our key players, but if we train hard we know we 

can bring home the wins and smash Varsity as well!
How can we spot you at Serendipity?: Look out for Bangor Lacrosse hood-

ies and head on over to our stall!
And a message to future members: If you’re looking for a fun club to join, 

meet new people and try a new sport or continue something you love, come and 
� nd us on the Fridd Astro for our taster session on Friday 26th 1-3 or come along to 

training on the Fridd Astro on Mondays 5-6 and Sundays 5-7.

SNOWSPORTS
Captain: Sam Hey
Tell me a bit about your club/your sport: The only university club for skiing and 

snowboarding, as well as the largest in north Wales. To this extent, we have doubled 
in size over the past two years and look to do this again this coming year! Heavily 
involved with other university. Snowsports clubs and are looking to start having 
inter-Uni socials. We host annual Christmas trips, and are looking to branch out 
to having long weekends to Scotland during the ski season.

BUCS or any other club history: We compete in BUCS in France at Easter and 
are having trials for our race and freestyle teams. For the � rst time ever we will 
be competing in the British indoor and dry slope championships! So we need to 
select our best team and take as many people for support as possible.

Hopes for the year: To increase overall participation. Have a great Christmas 
trip -we are going to an Ibiza Rocks festival in the Alps. To increase our numbers of 
beginners and all other levels of both skiers and boarders!

How can we spot you at Serendipity?: Look out for the skis and boards, we should 
have plenty of merchandise and videos of our previous trips!

And a message to future members:  We have huge things planned for this coming 
year, including our biggest trip yet with lots of freebies! Plus lots socials including ra�  es for 
some big prizes!

JUDO
Captain: Ola Finnigan
Tell me a bit about your club/your sport: Judo means the ‘Gentle Way’ and is a Japa-

nese art as well as an Olympic sport. The emphasis of the sport being about maximum 
e�  ciency enabling the individual to throw their opponent using the least amount of 
strength possible, allowing for the little guy to be able to beat the big guy.

BUCS or any other club history: Recently we have secured a silver medal at the Kidderminster 
Kyu Grade Open . One of our biggest tournaments of the year is the Welsh Closed, where many of 
the full time training athletes will compete. However this year we won 2 gold medals and 2 silvers; 
the two Gold’s came from two of our best players - Ola Finnigan and Sara Lyon. 

This years season has gone brilliantly, with the club as a whole winning 33 medals in 9 competi-
tions! 10 of them being gold, 9 silvers and 14 b ronzes.

Hopes for the year: We are hoping to top this years medal count and are hoping to see some 
fresh faces on the mat next year with some fresh talent and input towards the sport. Also with the 
Malta International we are hoping to bring some recognition to Bangor on an International level.

How can we spot you at serendipity?: You can spot us at Serendipity by looking for the people in 
Judo gi’s or the people that look like they are wearing pyjamas! We are a friendly bunch so don’t be shy 
come and have a chat as I can assure judo is a really awesome sport to be involved in.

And a message to future members: And to any future members this is a great sport and you will love every 
single minute of training even when we are really beasting it to when we are just doing some gentle randoori, 
this is de� nitely a sport that gives you a buzz that will get you hooked on getting on the mat.  

SERENDIPITY:
  SPORTS We take a look at what 

Bangor has to offer you at 
Serendipity this year!
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SQUASH
Captain: Andy Wells
Tell me a bit about your club/your sport: Squash is a fast-paced racquet sport played indoors so you can play 

whatever the weather. Squash isn’t very well broadcast, but despite this the sport is growing in popularity es-
pecially after it enjoyed wide coverage at the Commonwealth Games in 2014, where bronze, silver and gold 
were all won by British players in the men’s singles event. Bangor University Squash Club is a relatively new 
club, but already we have some very successful teams, a women’s team and a men’s team playing in their 
respective BUCS leagues as well as two teams competing in the local Eryri League. 

BUCS or any other club history: Last season was probably the best year for results. Our women’s team 
reached the semi-� nal of the BUCS Northern Conference Cup, while the men won their league and gained 
promotion back to Northern Conference 2. As for the local league, the � rst team were crowned champions 
of the Eryri League after beating Bethesda 1 in the playo�  in May.

Hopes for the year: This year, we would like more people joining the club and we’re also hoping to intro-
duce racquetball to add another dimension to the club. Racquetball is just like squash but with a bigger ball 
and bigger racquet. For the teams, we would like the women’s team to push for promotion to the Northern 
Conference 1 with the men’s team staying in their league at least. Our � rst ever Varsity win wouldn’t go amiss 
either in 2015!

How can we spot you at Serendipity?: We’ll be sporting our brand new logo and handing out � iers with all the 
other sports teams. Look for the squash racquets!

And a message to future members: Come down to Canolfan Brailsford squash courts, pick up a racquet and start 
playing squash! It’s a great way to keep � t and easy to learn. We train on Sundays 1 – 2:30pm and Mondays 4:45 – 
7pm.

RUGBY UNION
Captain: Jon Chester Armstrong

Tell me a bit about your club/your sport: Men’s rugby union is one of the oldest clubs 
in Bangor with strong traditions and healthy attitude to sport and sportsmanship. The 

club prides itself in the athletes it houses and it’s commitment to it’s members. 
BUCS or any other club history: Recently � nishing mid-table in the last BUCS 

season, BURFC will enjoy a new BUCS season this year, playing some new teams 
and old rivals, as the leagues have been heavily restructured. After it’s debut sea-
son in the Swalec North Wales league, BURFC is looking to � nish at the high end 
of the table.

Hopes for the year: Winning the BUCS league and gaining promotion. Aim-
ing for a top three placing in the Swalec league. Having it’s members enjoy their 
rugby and their social time.

How can we spot you at Serendipity?: Many previous member will be present 
and representing in a variety of attire, from old kit to new kit, including the tradi-

tional social attire. There will be a stall, similar to many other clubs, ask someone and 
they’ll direct you there. 
And a message to future members: The Men’s Rugby Union side is more than just a 

club full of athletes who enjoy the sport of rugby. They’re a family that love their game, 
love to socialise, and love their university experience because of it. It’s something you 

should come and try � rst hand, everyone is approachable and wanting a new teammate, 
drinking buddy, or friend. 

SAILING
Captain: Commodore Hannah Byrne
Tell me a bit about your club/your sport: We are an ever-expanding RYA club with over 30 active 

members (and eager to gain more). We are lucky enough to be located close enough to be based at 
Plas Menai Watersports Centre and o� er sailing instruction to any level. We are also an active club 
o�  the water with socials every week and are keen to repeat the success of our trips to Windermere 
and Greece last year. 

BUCS or any other club history: Last year was our � rst year on the BUCS Team Racing circuit, for 
four years, where we succeeded in making it to play-o� s in Birmingham. We also attended three 
other team racing events over the course of the year, where we had some success and certainly 
made a name for ourselves, both on and o�  the water (especially our former captain). We also 
won both the single-handed and double-handed � eets at Varsity against Aberystwyth by a sig-
ni� cant margin. We recently attended the 24-hour race in Southport where we gained valuable 
racing and endurance experience.

Hopes for the year: We hope to build on our team racing success of last year, encourage a ton 
of new beginners, teach our head coach how to sail whilst preserving the life of his crew and of 
course, wipe the � oor with Aberystwyth at Varsity again. 

How can we spot you at Serendipity? : You will not be able to miss our lovely, ever-cheerful com-
mittee sweating it out in our full sailing get-up at our nautically-themed stand. If you can’t � nd us then 
just follow the Irish accent which will lead you straight to our vibrant ginger captain. 

And a message to future members: “Sailing can be very frustrating but it is fun when you get the spin-
naker up and are planning o�  into the distance. Occasional life insurance needed if you are brave enough 
to sail our recently renamed boat (Was sneaky, is now Sinky). Hope you like partying in our Head Coach’s cave!” 
(Byrne, Allemann, Buckingham 2014)
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MUSIC

In Brief 

U2: Songs of Innocence
by THOMAS BICKERDIKE

If you have an iTunes account, you 
may have discovered this surpris-
ingly turn up in your library. That is 

because it was available exclusively 
for free to all 500 million iTunes users 
at the launch of the Apple watch and 
iPhone 6. What kind of band would 
attempt this? U2, of course.

I will admit that I do like U2. Their 
work in the 80s is still held in high 
regard today, especially ‘The Joshua 
Tree’, as is their early 90s album ‘Ach-
tung Baby’. That for me was for their 
last great album. Sure ‘All That You 
Can’t Leave Behind’ and ‘How to Dis-
mantle an Atomic Bomb’ had some 
memorable tracks on them, but their 
last album, 2009’s ‘No Line on the 

Horizon’, was forgettable, to say the 
least.

‘Songs of Innocence’ is the band’s 
thirteenth studio album, with Bono 
describing it as a collection of “� rst 
journeys”, as well as their “most per-
sonal album”. Previous U2 albums 
were produced by Daniel Lanois and 
Brian Eno, but this one features a 
group including Danger Mouse and 
Paul Epworth. The band wanted to 
pay tribute to two of their own mu-
sical inspirations – the Ramones and 
The Clash. However, the opening 
track ‘The Miracle (Of Joey Ramone)’ 
does not sound like a Ramones’ song; 
maybe that is their intention, only 
merely describing the punk legend’s 
impact on them in their teens. In fact, 
the guitar ri�  would seem more at 

home in a Black Keys song. ‘Iris (Hold 
Me Close)’ is the most personal track 
on the album, paying homage to 
Bono’s mother. This is not the � rst 
time they have paid tribute to her 
(see their 1981 album ‘October’), but 
this is from the perspective of a man 
now in his 50s.

There are those who believe this 
album is less e� ect-heavy and the 
instruments do most of the work. 
This is not the case for the intro to 
‘California (There Is No End To Love)’; 
the synthetic chant just sounds eerie. 
It then descends into an unremark-
able pop sound. ‘Sleep Like A Baby 
Tonight’ sounds very much like Kraft-
werk, but there is too much going on 
in the song and Bono’s falsetto at its 
midpoint will even make dogs cover 

their ears. Everything else is just as 
mediocre.

Roughly 200,000 users download-
ed on the � rst day (September 9th), 
but it will only be available like this 
until October 13th when a physical re-
lease will be made available.

 Usually when something is free, 
you would consider it to be lacking 
quality. Sure there are many who 
have struggled to access it and some 
who have are glad about the fact 
they did not have to pay for it (in 
both a good and bad sense). I am not 
angry; I am just disappointed that a 
once great band has reduced itself to 
making something as unimaginative 
as this. How on earth could the band 
who wrote ‘Sunday Bloody Sunday’ 
get it so wrong?

by THOMAS BICKERDIKE

Prior to 2012, Portmeirion’s main 
claim to fame was as the loca-
tion of the 1960s TV show The 

Prisoner. But since then, the Medi-
terranean styled village has played 
host to Festival No. 6, an annual art 
and music festival that attracts over 
10,000 people. Its � rst year featured 
the likes of Primal Scream and New 
Order. It has also played host to non-
musicians, including Caitlin Moran, 
John Cooper Clarke and Phil Jupitus.

In terms of performers, the festival 
has always featured a combination of 
big name headliners as well as inven-
tive DJs and up-and-coming new tal-

ent. The diversity of music genres is 
also part of the festival’s appeal, from 
rock and pop to male choir and even 
sea shanties. This year’s line-up was 
described as their “strongest”.

This year’s festival ran from 5th – 7th 
September. Amongst the headline 
acts were the Pet Shop Boys, who 
closed on the Sunday night with clas-
sic hits ‘It’s A Sin’ and ‘West End Girls,’ 
as well as tracks from their latest al-
bum ‘Electric’. Their encore included 
a performance of the Village People’s 
‘Go West’ with Cor y Brythoniaid from 
Blaenau Ffestiniog, who have ap-
peared at the festival every year.

Headlining on Friday were the indie 
trio London Grammar, giving a per-

formance that was slightly subdued 
for them. The Saturday belonged to 
American musician Beck, who ut-
tered the words, “Can we just come 
back every year?” His performance 
included his ’94 classic ‘Loser’.

Other musicians to appear includ-
ed Peter Hook, the former bassist for 
New Order and Joy Division, with his 
band The Light. He rolled back the 
years with the hits ‘Temptation’ and 
‘Love Will Tear Us Apart’. Also there 
were Martha and the Vandellas, Cate 
Le Bon, Tom Odell and The Under-
tones.

Event organiser Luke Bainbridge 
spoke of how the festival contin-
ues to grow year on year. “We were 

� nding our feet in the � rst year, but 
we’re now realising how brilliantly 
Portmeirion can work as a venue and 
how to make every nook and cranny 
come alive.” He also added how hard 
the festival works to reinvent itself 
every year, but how they are never 
going to lose its intimacy with “such 
an inspiring venue”.

In terms of arts and culture, there 
was a talk about a � lm tribute to 
Welsh poet Dylan Thomas to mark 
the poet’s centenary year, featuring 
actor Rhys Ifans. Comedy perfor-
mances included Josh Widdicombe 
of Channel 4’s The Last Leg and Ger-
man Comedy Ambassador to the UK, 
Henning Wehn.

Festival No. 6

Bowie to 
release new 

material
TO celebrate 50 years of his music 

career, David Bowie is to release a 
greatest hits collection this autumn 
which will include new material. 
‘Nothing Has Changed’ will feature 
Bowie’s classic hits since his debut 
back in 1964, such as ‘Space Odd-
ity’, ‘Blue Jean’ and ‘Life on Mars?’, as 
well the new track ‘Sue (Or In A Sea-
son Of Crime)’. The collection will 
also be available as limited edition 
10” single on November 17th. Also 
on the album is the previously un-
released ‘Let Me Sleep Beside You’ 
from the ‘Toy’ album sessions.

The album artwork has yet to be 
con� rmed.

Bush 
nominated for 

Q Awards

AFTER her recent comeback, Kate 
Bush has been nominated for two 
Q Awards. She has been nominated 
for Best Live Act and Best Act in the 
World Today; also nominated in the 
latter category are Pharrell Williams 
and Arcade Fire.

The winners will be announced 
on October 22nd in London; people 
can vote for their favourites on the 
Q magazine website. Kasabian have 
received the most nominations, 
four, followed by three for Arctic 
Monkeys.

Bush has recently made a come-
back to the stage after 35 years 
away for a 22-date residency at the 
Hammersmith Apollo.

T needs 
council 

consent for 
move

ORGANISERS of T in the Park will 
be required to submit a full plan-
ning application to DF Concerts 
before their proposed move to 
Strathallan Castle. Perth and Kin-
ross Council will need to carry out 
an environmental impact study, 
despite the fact they have received 
no planning notice and some tick-
ets have already been sold.

This year’s festival was the last 
to be held at Balado, due to “sub-
stantial” health and safety fears 
concerning an oil pipeline running 
under the site.

DF Concerts have received op-
position from local residents, who 
have demanded a review from the 
Scottish government.
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MUSIC

Coming soon...

DJ SOC 
Track Review 
- Dusky: Love 
Taking Over 

EPMercury Prize 2014
by TOM BRADY

London based duo Dusky 
launched their ‘17 Steps’ label 
in July with  the alighting of a 

self-produced, debut EP.
The title track is a fuse of airy pads, 

dark mu�  ed bass and an absorbing 
vocal, which catches the tongue in 
an appreciation of repetition. When 
the “main” drop rolls around, the 
duo’s dance� oor focused initiative 
becomes ever present and does 
not disappoint. 4/5

Flip it over & we have a rave-
inspired B-side like no other, ‘Inta’. 
A whopping collection of Techno 
fuelled groove along with an en-
rapturing classic jungle vocal fash-
ions the paramount track of the EP 
& quite possibly the duo’s career so 
far! Big bass, echoing piano stabs & 
a sophisticated yet simple spacey 
pad creates a perfect melodic re-
minder of Summer past. A bound-

ary pusher, a 10/10, a 1st class track… 
Whatever the scale, a stand-out 
track of 2014 for sure. 5/5

The third and � nal track, meets 
‘Expectations’. Another solid track 
from the duo, as expected. How-
ever, their � awless production tal-
ent is somewhat overshadowed 
and the track branded featureless 
by the others. Worth a listen, but no 
doubt you’ll be shouting “INTA!” for 
days to come. 3/5

Overall – 4/5

Gerard Way – Hesitant Alien
Released September 29th

THE former frontman for My Chemi-
cal Romance has left behind their 
emo rock sound and traded it for a 
sound more akin to Britpop. Appar-
ently, he likes its energy and style 
and wants to reboot it in the US. He 
was especially a fan of Blur frontman 
Damon Albarn.

‘Hesitant Alien’ is his debut solo al-
bum, following his � rst solo shows 
at the Reading and Leeds Festivals. 
Many of the hardcore MCR fans have 
taken to the new sound, comment-
ing that although Way has taken a 
new step, some tracks are reminis-
cent of past works. Notable tracks in-
clude ‘Action Cat’ and ‘No Shows’.

 

Johnny Marr – Playland
Released October 6th

FORMER guitarist for The Smiths, 
Johnny Marr, has called ‘Playland’ 
“a continuation” of his solo debut, 
2013’s ‘The Messenger’. Therefore, 
expect more guitar-heavy ri� s and 
husky-voiced lyrics complaining 
about modern society. He � rmly 
believes that where you record an 
album a� ects its sounds, so deliber-
ately chose to record at Tritone Stu-
dios in London.

Marr has described its main themes 
as: “the atmosphere of the city, and 
the preoccupations of the people 
who live in them; those preoccupa-
tions being consumerism, sex and 
anxiety, or distraction and transcend-
ence from those things”.

 

Taylor Swift – 1989
Released October 28th

TAYLOR Swift has reinvented herself 
for her new album ‘1989’ (the year 
she was born), inspired by listening 
to pop music from the late-80s; as 
she calls it, “a time of limitless poten-
tial.” This change of style is likely to 
divide fans, but there are worse pe-
riods in music history. Plus, it is once 
again produced by Max Martin and 
Shellback.

‘Shake It O� ’ has already been re-
leased, debuting at #1 in the US back 
in August. This is most likely inspired 
by Roxette. The album is very simple, 
yet safe – a polaroid picture of her-
self.

Farewell to the country girl. She’s 
moved to the big city.

 

Foo Fighters – Sonic Highways
Released November 10th

FOO Fighters’ ‘Sonic Highways’ 
shares its name with their eight-part 
HBO documentary series, directed by 
Dave Grohl. However, do not think of 
this as a soundtrack. Grohl has de-
scribed the album as “a love letter to 
the history of American music”, as its 
eight tracks were recorded in eight 
di� erent cities.

Grohl has said: “This album is in-
stantly recognisable as a Foo Fighters 
record, but there’s something deeper 
and more musical to it. I think that 
these cities and these people in� u-
enced us to stretch out and explore 
new territory, without losing our 
‘sound’.”

by CURT MCARDLE

The Mercury Prize, for all its � aws, 
is undoubtedly the most pres-
tigious and commercially ben-

e� cial award a British album can re-
ceive. James Blake’s ‘Overgrown’ saw 
a 2500% sales increase after picking 
up the prize last year, whilst 2009’s 
‘Becoming a Jackal’ by Villagers saw 
sales jump beyond 300%, simply for 
being nominated. The current eco-
nomic climate, coupled with the fee 
that Mercury demand for consid-
eration, has seen each years short-
list drift further and further from the 
Independent music scene, as major 
labels and massive coverage reign 
supreme.

Media darlings Royal Blood, a two 
piece rock band that sound like the 
love child of The Wytches and Eagulls 
with no taste buds, seem to tick all 
these boxes. A band that make punk 

music for Arctic Monkeys fans, the 
duo are essentially the perfect Mer-
cury winner. Alternative enough to 
save face, yet destined to succeed 
in a genre born out of the frustra-
tion caused by the same old generic 
sounds being pushed by the very 
same labels that ultimately pro� t 
from the sales of Royal Blood’s self 
titled debut album. A win for RB is a 
step in the wrong direction, a vote of 
no con� dence in manufactured pop 
that, in turn, bene� ts the very people 
punk music set out to destroy.

Ironically, the real competition for 
the major labels may be in the form 
of pop; and the double 

agent? FKA Twigs, a trip hop 
twinged vixen blending glitchy beats 
with blissful New York soul. Twigs set 
the bar high with early EP releases, 
before landing the killer blow with 
debut ‘LP1’ and, as early bookies fa-
vourite, is in good stead to become 

Young Turks’ second artist to take 
home gold, following The xx’s win in 
2009.

Elsewhere, East India Youth and 
Bombay Bicycle Club take up the two 
spots reserved for indie music, with 
Youth delivering synth driven crea-
tivity that the BBC can only dream 
they were still relevant enough to 
pull o� . One can only assume their 
new one simply got the nod on the 
premise that, four albums in, they 
were yet to be nominated.

Kate Tempest, a mockney ‘Envy’ 
with the incredible talent of mak-
ing South London rap sound like an 
A-Level drama project, takes one of 
the three urban slots, the other two 
occupied by funk-laden Scots ‘Young 
Fathers’ whose ‘DEAD’ is best hip-
hop album nominated since 2009’s 
‘Speech Therapy’, and Jungle, a Huw 
Stevens crafted brass sculpture of 
their Scottish counterparts.

Nick Mulvey takes Aeroc percus-
sion and adds Sheeran-esque vocals, 
destroying any slight inkling of origi-
nality instead creating a horri� c ‘tory-
core’ sound that shouldn’t even exist, 
never mind take up a spot.

Underground electronic music is, 
once again, criminally overlooked, 
with Damon Albarn’s distinctly aver-
age ‘Everyday Robots’ preferred to 
much stronger, yet less commercially 
viable releases by Lone, Mogwai and 
SOH. Jazz music is represented by 
both GoGo Penguin and PolarBear, 
the former relying on big keys, whilst 
the later takes a deep post-dub look 
approach.

And � nally, theres Anna Calvi who, 
post-2011, had slipped everyone's 
conscience. Name your favourite 
Calvi song. Exactly….
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by TOM BICKERDIKE

HBO has given us many great 
drama series’ in the past few 
years, including The Sopra-

nos, The Wire, Deadwood, and Game 
of Thrones. Another one to add to 
that list is Boardwalk Empire, which 
has returned for its � fth and � nal 
season.

Created by Terence Winter and 
from executive producers Mark 
Wahlberg and Martin Scorsese, 
Boardwalk Empire � rst arrived on 
our screens in 2010. Set in Atlantic 
City during the Prohibition era of 
the early 1920s, the whole show is 
inspired by the true events of crimi-

nal kingpin Enoch L. Johnson. At the 
centre of it is the � ctionalised char-
acter of Enoch “Nucky” Thompson 
(Steve Buscemi), the corrupt treas-
urer of Atlantic County. In season 
1, we saw Nucky’s earliest bootleg-
ging operations; season 2 � nds him 
investigated for voter fraud follow-
ing the ’20 election and some of 
his closest allies turn against him, 
including Jimmy Darmody (Michael 
Pitt); season 3 saw him face com-
petition from Gyp Rossetti (Bobby 
Cannavale), as well as his marriage 
on the rocks, and season 4 saw him 
pursuing potential business oppor-
tunities in Florida, yet also clashing 
with his brother Eli.

This � nal season is set in 1931, 
seven years after the previous se-
ries, during the Great Depression, 
and Nucky is looking to legitimize 
himself by establishing a partner-
ship with Bacardi in Cuba for when 
alcohol becomes legal again. This 
series also explores Nucky’s child-
hood, addressing the key events 
in his life. Meanwhile, the death of 
Arnold Rothstein years earlier sees 
the rise of Lucky Luciano (Vincent Pi-
azza), who establishes the � rst Com-
mission (the governing body of the 
Ma� a), allowing for the growth of 
organized crime.

Why has this show been success-
ful? Many reasons really. Having 

Martin Scorsese on board is a big 
help. He directed the pilot episode 
before becoming an executive pro-
ducer and it is fair to say no one 
knows the gangster genre better 
than him – Mean Streets, Goodfellas, 
The Departed, etc. It is also a visual 
feast, with the attention detail in the 
set designs, the period costumes, 
props, the soundtrack and even the 
colour palette and lighting.

Part of the show appeal is Nucky’s 
charisma and sharpness, which is 
what you can generally expect from 
a Steve Buscemi performance. It has 
been the ideal role for him: one of 
TV’s best anti-heroes. Other nota-
ble cast members returning one last 

time include Stephen Graham, Mi-
chael K. Williams, Michael Shannon 
and Kelly MacDonald. The show has 
had so many great actors working 
on it, some of which have been mi-
nor recurring characters who have 
still played an integral part.

Boardwalk Empire is the smart 
choice for your Saturday night view-
ing, available at 9pm on Sky Atlantic. 
However, unlike the previous sea-
sons which had 12 episodes, this 
one just has 8. Every empire must 
fall at some point. However, know-
ing this show, no one is going to go 
quietly.

by ELEANOR HIRST

Perfect puds, buoyant bakes and 
binned Baked Alaskas, sound 
familiar? Of course, I am talking 

about the return of The Great British 
Bake O� . The Great British Bake O�  
has been going for many years, but 
this is the season where all the con-
troversy has kicked o� , making it one 
of the greatest seasons of the show, 
catered for food-enthusiasts. For 
many students, this show replaces 
the gaping hole of decent home-
cooked food often found in the � rst 
year of university. Food porn char-
acterizes this show and it comes to 
your screen every Wednesday night 

for 12 weeks.
The Great British Bake O�  is cur-

rently on its 6th week and the last 
two episodes have de� nitely been 
a little bit of handful. In this week’s 
episode (September 11th), the bakers 
had to attempt a classic European 
Cake. Ranging from the Swedish 
Prinsesstårta to the Swiss Kugelhopf, 
the bakers were well up to the chal-
lenge. However the twist with these 
cakes were that the bakers had to 
use old-fashioned yeast, rather than 
baking powder. To put it simply, this 
made it more di�  cult to make the 
cakes rise in some ways. But who 
mistranslated the cakes of our Euro-
pean neighbours the most?

It seemed to be that, in Mel’s words, 
‘“he curse of the star baker,” had 
dawned on the bakers, as Kate, the 
previous star-baker was in the bot-
tom two in her continental creations. 
In the � rst round, Kate’s babka, a 
Ukrainian cake, was described as ‘dry’ 
and lacking � avour, by both Mary 
and Paul. She struggled to regain her 
crown as ‘star baker’ in the following 
rounds. Meanwhile, it appeared that 
the baker that came on top was the 
underdog Chetna, who was crowned 
as star-baker that week. The camera 
did not pay much attention to Chet-
na, which I feel was why it came as a 
shock when her cakes fared best.

The technical round proved to 

be the most interesting however. 
The Swedish Prinsesstårta is a com-
plex beast of several di� erent lay-
ers. Layered sponge, layered jam, 
layered cream and cream patterisie 
are all covered in a green marzipan. 
What was most emphasized in the 
show was the dome shape of the 
Prinsesstårta, which was what many 
contestants failed to achieve. At last 
minute, Chetna again came out on 
top with her perfectly domed and 
layered cake.

The showstopper was the main 
feast for British eyes, when the con-
testants attempted the Hungarian 
Dobos Torte. The Dobos Torte is again 
a multilayered cake, topped with 

a caramel decoration. From birds’ 
nests made out of caramel (Richard) 
to caramel chessboard pieces (Mar-
tha), the bakers truly impressed us 
with their creativity. However yet 
again it was Chetna that outbeat the 
other contestants, through her inno-
vative globular caramel decorations.  

The judges’ palates were tied in who 
should be sent out of the competi-
tion, as Richard and Kate were both 
tied in bottom two. What shocked 
Bake O�  audiences was how nobody 
was sent o� . In Paul’s words, he and 
Mary “had a little bit of a ti� ” over 
who should be sent o� . Chetna was 
crowned star baker and the tent was 
� lled with hugs all around.
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by TOM BICKERDIKE

There’s no place lke Homeland. 
Showtime’s showcase political 
thriller has wanted to use that 

tagline for ages, hasn’t it? Well now 
it has, ahead of its fourth season. 
The big challenge facing the mak-
ers of the show in the current series 
is how it can survive without one of 
the main characters who made it a 
hit. In fact, co-creator Alex Gansa 
has described this coming series as 
essentially a reboot: “like doing an-
other pilot”. 

Since the end of season 3, Carrie 
Mathison (Claire Danes) has given 

birth to the baby of the late Nicho-
las Brody (Damien Lewis) and has 
been reassigned to the Middle-East 
to conduct drone attacks. However 
a video of one attack goes viral, 
causing the US government to de-
fend their actions. She is re-joined 
by Peter Quinn (Rupert Friend), but 
even he is starting to show signs of 
breaking and losing respect for eve-
rything; in his words, “I just want out. 
I’m done”. Watching out for her again 
is Saul Berenson (Mandy Patinkin), 
who is no longer head of the CIA. 
New cast members include Raza Jaf-
frey, formerly of Spooks, and Corey 

Stoll, from House of Cards.
As I mentioned before, how will the 

show cope without Damien Lewis? 
He was a huge part of the show’s 
success, winning an Emmy and a 
Golden Globe for his performances. 
However, while Brody’s story is over, 
Carrie’s continues; she has always 
been the main character.

Claire Danes is brilliant as this 
driven individual, who is also on the 
brink of insanity. Many of the issues 
she had to deal with previously are 
likely to be resolved, but at the same 
time new ones will surface – leaving 
her family (especially her child), hav-

ing to kill innocent people and also 
her emotional attachment to Brody. 
In fact, her sister questions whether 
or not she had any say in her reas-
signment, and whether or not she 
wants to take responsiblity for her 
baby. Carrie’s relationship with 
Quinn is sure to attract the view-
ers’ attention, as she appears to be 
heading down a path that he once 
trod and he is concerned by that.

One of the joys of Homeland is 
this idea that no one truly knows 
exactly what will happen, not even 
the cast. It is so gripping and that 
is part of its appeal especially dur-

ing the � rst season. There is never 
really a moment of serenity in this 
show and if there is, there will be a 
knockout blow just around the cor-
ner. This season looks as explosive as 
the previous three, but at the same 
time will o� er a look at the kind of 
espionage work that is done on the 
ground. In Gansa’s words: “the show 
is about the private and public costs 
of keeping America safe. That’s the 
overarching theme of the season.”

The US premiere will be October 
5th, with its UK release scheduled 
soon afterwards on Channel 4.

by IDA VAISANEN
UNRELIABLE? Contemptible? 

Balancing on the thin line of scary 
and downright creepy? Yes, and I 
love him. With a show full of hand-
some male characters, Petyr Bael-
ish might not be your � rst choice 
of a Game of Thrones crush. Still, 
despite his questionable interests 
and mysteriously changing ac-
cents he is well worth your emo-
tional investment. Who wanted 
those heroic, self-sacri� cing good 
guys anyway? Evil (and border-
line ephebophilia) characters are 
way more interesting, plus he is 
portrayed by the dreamy Aidan 
Gillen. Even though I tend to be 
alone with this crush, no-one 
wants season 5 more than me!

Little Finger
Game of Thrones

by IDA VAISANEN 
ALWAYS looking on the bright 

side of life with his glass of wheat-
grass juice half-full and every 
idea literally the greatest one he 
has ever heard, Chris Traeger ei-
ther inspires you or enrages you. 
Still, nobody can deny his attrac-
tiveness. Him leaving the series at 
the end of season � ve (spoiler!) 
left me and tons of other view-
ers heartbroken. I’m usually into 
the evil plotting types, but there 
is something very mesmerizing 
in Chris’ positivity. Not only is it 
hilarious, but also inspiring. How 
full is MY glass of freshly blended 
sprout smoothie? Of course he 
is also a total hunk, and sorely 
missed by my eyes. 

Chris Traeger
Parks & Recreation

by EMILY HOULSTON-
JONES

FROM the moment Cousin Mat-
thew (played by Dan Stevens) 
made his debut on Downton Ab-
bey, I was in love. For a long time, 
it was a love that dare not speak 
its name, since cousin Matthew 
is hardly your stereotypical TV 
hunk. He’s on the chubby side, 
rides a bike everywhere, and en-
joys walking around churches.  
But there’s just something about 
him, a certain je ne sais quoi. 
Maybe it’s his piercing blue eyes. 
Maybe it’s his posh English ac-
cent. Maybe it’s the fact he’s a 
lawyer (� nancial security is al-
ways attractive.) So I’ll say it, loud 
and proud: Cousin Matthew is my 
ultimate TV crush.

Cousin Matthew
Downton Abbey

by AMY BLACKWELL
I ADMIT, I watch a lot of vam-

pire/werewolf romance shows. I 
regret nothing, except not hav-
ing this hulk of man meat in my 
life! Alcide Herveaux, played by 
Joe Manganiello, is not only ex-
ceptionally hot, he’s the perfect 
southern gentleman with a little 
bit of edge, just enough to make 
him ten times hotter than fellow 
leading man Bill Compton. After 
a thorough Google search I can 
say that Manganiello is not only 
sex dream worthy shirtless, boy 
knows how to � ll a suit too!  With 
True Blood coming to an end in 
its seventh series I’m going to se-
riously miss drooling over Alcide’s 
abs!

Alcide Herveaux
True Blood

by WYATT WARNER
THERE are a lot of great rea-

sons to watch Game of Thrones, 
and most of them are Margaery 
Tyrell (Natalie Dormer). She 
somehow pulls o�  looks that 
others couldn’t: her trademark 
half-smirk, and her centre-parted 
hair-do clashes with her wide-set 
eyes and brings to mind a par-
ticularly sexy frog (I’ll kiss you and 
make you a princess, Margaery.)
No level of uncertain sexuality 
or power hungriness can change 
my love for her. Besides, marrying 
into the Tyrell family would mean 
inheriting the great Olenna Tyrell 
as grandmother. Olenna’s the 
Queen of Thorns, but for me Mar-
gaery is the Queen of Thrones.

Margaery Tyrell
Game of Thrones

Weird and Wonderful: Seren’s TV Crushes
This month we made the mistake of asking a few of our team who their TV crush was. The results were...worrying and Deputy Editor Ida “needs to get some help”. 
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by CHARLOTTE WRIGHT

While sitting in the cinema, 
coke in hand, I had to keep 
reminding myself I wasn’t 

watching a new episode on New 
Girl. With actors Jake Johnson and 
Damon Wayans Jr. - who play main 
characters Nick and Coach, respec-
tively, in the TV sitcom - playing the 

part of two cop-wannabes, it was 
sometimes tricky to remember what 
I was watching. 

 The characters, two � atmates and 
best friends: Ryan (Johnson), an ex-
college footballer, and Justin (Way-
ans), a failing video game designer 
struggling to � nd a concept for a 
new game. After mistakenly wearing 
fancy dress to a masquerade party 
the pair become attracted to the fe-

male attention they receive and the 
authority they gain whilst imperson-
ating police men.

The pair become entangled in vari-
ous hijinks and begin pretending to 
be part of the police force, trying to 
bring down a major criminal and 
gathering important information 
on the suspect. The � lm is basically 
what it says it is, two guys running 
around pretending to be cops for a 

laugh.
Of course ,a love interest is in-

volved in all of this, with Justin at-
tempting to woo and protect an 
innocent waitress caught up in the 
action. 

Although funny, this � lm is your 
stereotypical American Comedy and 
is de� nitely not an original concept. 
Think, 21 Jump Street mixed with 
an American version of Hot Fuzz. An 

easy watch, funny and � lled with ac-
tion this � lm has a rating of 6.8/10 
on IMDB which seems generous to 
me.

If an easy watch with some good 
humour, a good looking lady, and 
a handsome Jake Johnson is what 
you’re after, then this � lm is right up 
your street. 

by MILES HARDMAN

Actor Richard Kiel, most popu-
lar for his role as the steel-
toothed, shark-wrestling hit-

man Jaws in two Bond � lms, passed 
away on the 10th September 2014, 
just days before his 75th birthday, 
though the cause is unclear.

Terrorising audiences of all ages 
with his steely grin in the late 1970s, 
Jaws appeared alongside Roger 

Moore’s 007 in both The Spy Who 
Loved Me and, after proving popular 
having survived a shark attack at the 
end of that � lm, its follow-up, Moon-
raker. After a radio interview that re-
united him with his 007 co-star only 
a couple of weeks ago, Moore spoke 
of how di�  cult Kiel’s passing was, 
but admitted the actor sounded 
unusually “weak” at the time.

What, perhaps, is so iconic about 
Kiel’s Jaws – beside the chrome set 

of dentures – is the actor’s ability to 
create such a passionately thought-
out character. Given the script for 
The Spy Who Loved Me, Kiel was un-
happy with the portrayal of his char-
acter, opting for a more believable 
one under the monstrous, potential-
ly excessive persona the screenplay 
foregrounded; he wanted to “give 
the character some human charac-
teristics, like perseverance, frustra-
tion,” following his defeats to James 

Bond, he claimed.
Kiel found more brutish roles as 

both the Hulk (brie� y) in 1977 fol-
lowing his � rst performance as Jaws, 
as well as one of Clint Eastwood’s 
nemeses, Club, in 1985’s Pale Rider. 
He similarly found scripts that al-
lowed his acting abilities to shine: 
his comedic timing was perfected 
as Christopher McDonald’s gol� ng 
nightmare, Mr. Larson, in Happy 
Gilmore (1996), and his voice acting 

was exhibited in Disney’s Tangled 
(2010) where he appears as a love-
able thug.

His characters could break nine 
irons and tear away pieces of a van 
like paper, but he also had the abil-
ity to break hearts, and that’s some-
thing actors time and again only 
come close to emulating. So in the 
only spoken words of his most fa-
mous creation: here’s to Richard Kiel.

Richard Kiel: 1939-2014
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COYOTE Ugly is the ultimate 
guilty pleasure � lm that’ll get 
you dancing and have you 
cringing. The catchy songs and 
the feel good nature of this 
� lm are sure to brighten up a 
rainy day, if you can get past the 
cheesy love making scene that 
is. A young Adam Garcia is never 
a bad thing and what screams 
guilty pleasure more than Tyra 
Banks! Don’t lie, you know you’ll 
be shouting “hell no H2O” along 
with the coyotes! This � lm is per-
fect viewing, when you’re alone 
and away from those judgemen-
tal housemates! A lovely one for 
hangover viewing! 

Coyote Ugly
CLUELESS is so dumb it’s smart! 

Take a trip into stereotypical “girl 
world” with Cher and co, and just 
let yourself enjoy it. It’s hard to 
think of comedy actor Paul Rudd 
as a heartthrob but he makes it 
work in this sleepover classic! 
Clueless is a happy � lm for hap-
py days where you’re not in any 
rush to get anywhere, watch it 
on the rare night in with plenty 
of chocolate! And, what better 
time to have a rewatch now that 
Iggy Azalea has brought Clue-
less back into pop culture!?

Clueless
DUDE! Nothings better when 

you’re in the guilty pleasure 
mood then these too-cool-for-
school surftastic bros! Maybe 
not the best of the franchise but 
still pretty entertaining, these 
guys will certainly cheer you 
up after a long day of lectures! 
In this tale they’re all grown 
up and living together with 
some bodacious babes! Don’t 
worry though, these guys never 
change! If you need a laugh or 
just want a � lm you don’t have 
to think about, Bill and Ted are 
just what you need!

Bill & Ted’s 
Bogus Journey

PAUL Newman tries to con-
vince a failing ice hockey team 
that they should use violence 
to increase their popularity. This 
� lm sums up everything that is 
right with ice hockey. Whoever 
came up with the formula for a 
great sports � lm obviously for-
got the fact it should feature a 
bunch of goons (most notably 
the Hanson brothers) knock-
ing each other out and have a 
laugh at the same time, yet also 
displaying some of the faults in 
professional sport. It has a cult 
status in the hockey world. The 
only reason it originally received 
an R-rated certi� cate seems to 
be for its strong (yet not too ex-
cessive) language.

Slap Shot
BASED on the 80s sitcom ‘Po-

lice Squad’, Leslie Nielsen plays 
the clumsy Lieutenant Frank 
Drebin, who comes across a 
plot to assassinate Queen Eliza-
beth. Actually, that should be 
‘bumbles’ across as he is not 
the most subtle police o�  cer 
ever. This � lm features as many 
visual gags and witty one-liners 
as in Nielsen’s memorable per-
formance in ‘Airplane!’ and he is 
on top form here as well. It is the 
same kind of humour – rapid � re 
slapstick, brilliant comic timing, 
twisted dialogue, etc. The mod-
ern-day equivalents of parody 
genre � lms do not come close to 
matching this.

The Naked Gun

Guilty Pleasure Films

THE � nal part of the Middle Earth saga. 
Bilbo and the dwarves attempt to reclaim 
the treasure and Erebor, whilst Smaug has 
decided to take his revenge out on the men 
of Laketown. Also, Gandalf � nds himself in 
a spot of bother. The � lm has undergone a 
name change, originally going to be called 
There And Back Again. Until they announce 
which Tolkien book they are going to adapt 
next, this is the last time we will see the spec-
tacle world of Middle Earth (unless you go on 
holiday to New Zealand).

JENNIFER Lawrence returns as Katniss Ever-
deen after surviving the Quell to lead a revo-
lution against the Capitol. We have been as-
sured this � lm will be far more intense and 
grim. As is the way now with � nales in adap-
tations of books ever since the Harry Potter 
� lms, Mockingjay will be separated into two 
� lms. There are a lot of people who have not 
enjoyed the book, so it will be interesting to 
see where they take it. Nevertheless, this has 
certainly become a hugely successful and 
also iconic franchise for teenagers.

THE new � lm by Christopher Nolan. Star-
ring Matthew McConaughey and Anne Hath-
away, Interstellar follows a group of explorers 
who discover a wormhole in our solar system, 
as humanity are looking to leave Earth. The 
thing that Christopher Nolan does well is that 
he respects the viewers and does not choose 
to dumb down for them. His blockbuster 
movies look intelligent; he thinks that the au-
dience are as smart as him. There is also early 
buzz suggesting this could be an awards con-
tender.

DIRECTED by David Fincher (Se7en, Fight 
Club and The Social Network) and based on 
the book by Gillian Flynn, Amy Dunne (Rosa-
mund Pike) goes missing and is presumed 
dead. Her husband Nick (Ben A�  eck) is at the 
centre of a large media circus and before too 
long he becomes a prime suspect. If you are 
familiar with Fincher’s past works, you will 
know he can both unnerve and discomfort 
his audiences (see his version of The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo). He is reported as saying 
he wants this � lm to be “morally repellent”. 

Coming Soon
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WHAT NEXT FOR APPLE?

THE SIMS 4 REVIEW
By EMILY HOULSTON-JONES

 

On September 5th, the latest 
long-awaited incarnation of 
The Sims series was released 

in the UK for PC. Since the release of 
The Sims in 2000, the franchise has 
become the sixth best-selling video 
game franchise of all time – beat-
ing franchises such as Call of Duty, 
Sonic the Hedgehog, and FIFA - with 
the original game being named the 
best selling PC game of all time by 
the Guinness Book of World Records 
(having managed to sell over 16 mil-
lion copies.)

Needless to say, expectations were 
high.

For me, expectations were even 

higher. I’ve been playing The Sims 
series since the original debuted in 
2000 and each subsequent expan-
sion pack and reboot of the series 
has only deepened my love for this 
quirky, surprising, and sometimes 
downright weird franchise. Each 
reboot expanded the core premise 
of the original game – the chance 
to play God and control simulated 
people through their lives, achieving 
goals on the way. With each new in-
carnation I managed to stay hooked 
on the game for 14 years. My rela-
tionship with this game has lasted 
longer than most marriages.

But were my expectations met? 
The short answer is no. I wanted to 
love this game. I really did. But I sim-

ply couldn’t.
What has always attracted me to 

The Sims series is the freedom it 
o� ers. There are no set goals, no 
requirements or end-point. It’s a 
unique experience in a game. But 
The Sims 4 seems to lack this free-
dom. While The Sims 3 boasted an 
open-world – meaning that Sims 
could explore their entire world 
without hitting any pesky loading 
screens –  The Sims 4 has taken a 
massive step back and re-imple-
mented loading screens. This left me 
with a sense of being “boxed-in” and 
de� nitely contributed to my bore-
dom with the game.

The boredom was a new experi-
ence for me too. Just as I have never 

felt a lack of freedom whilst playing 
the Sims, I have never felt bored ei-
ther. The Sims has a reputation as a 
game you could lose yourself in for 
hours, but this version doesn’t live 
up to that reputation. After creating 
my little virtual gal and plopping her 
down in a house, I became bored. 
Not only was the freedom gone, but 
so was the quirkiness and humour, 
trademarks of the long-lived series.

That’s not to say that the game 
is unequivocally terrible. There are 
de� nitely some highlights, the im-
proved character creation (known as 
Create a Sim) being one. The game 
looks stunning as well, with a mini-
malistic user interface. The much-
hyped new feature ‘emotions’ is also 

pretty fun to play around with (see-
ing my sad im slouching around like 
the weight of the world was on her 
virtual shoulders was pretty funny 
to watch).  If this game was being re-
tailed for, say, £20-30, I would proba-
bly recommend it. No, you won’t get 
hours of fun out of it, but it’s pretty 
and somewhat fun to mess around 
with.

Having said this, the current RRP 
for the game is £50 and at that price 
I can’t justify purchasing it, not even 
as a longtime fan. Wait until the price 
drops somewhat (as it inevitably 
will) or until some expansion packs 
are released, before forking out your 
hard-earned student loan for this 
game

by ELEANOR HIRST

As September rolls around, so 
does Apple’s new o� ering. 
September 9th was all about 

the Apple press conference for every 
tech whiz out there. Apple are loved 
by many and hated by some, but one 
thing that can’t be debated is the 
anticipation that rolls around every 
September over Apple’s new release.

The biggest and baddest change 
to the iPhone collection is the two 
size options. The iPhone 6 has similar 
sizing to the last iPhone 5, however 
it is still bigger than the iPhone 5s/c, 
having a 4.7 inch screen. The iPhone 

6 Plus is clearly trying to outrun its 
rising competitor Samsung by intro-
ducing a 5.5 inch screen. The most 
striking thing about the new iPhone 
are the improved graphics, even 
higher resolution and more pixels 
than ever before. Furthermore, it is 
both thinner and lighter and it also 
has a 50% improvement in graphics 
performance.

Apple have recognized what they 
do best: simplicity. The iPhone 5C 
failed because it was di� erent. Apple 
did not need to introduce dramatic 
colour variations to the physical ap-
pearance of the iPhone. Apple is 
iconic in its minimalistic style and 

this was de� nitely shown in better 
sales of the 5S, compared to the 5C.

Minimalism is clearly what Ap-
ple do best, so what will their new 
smartwatch mean? iPhone’s are seen 
as the � rst smartphones. But will 
their smartwatch, the iWatch, take 
o�  in the same way as the iPhone? 
In the press conference, the iWatch 
was boasted as the next new thing 
that revolutionizes the way in which 
we contact each other. But the prob-
lem here is why would anyone spend 
£300 on a smartwatch?

The design of the iWatch is di� er-
ent to any others. The aesthetics beat 
any other smartwatches out of the 

window. When you receive a text or 
noti� cation, you will feel a gentle tap 
by the watch. There is also more of a 
‘snapchat’ interface to this, through 
how you can draw shapes and signs 
on the touchscreen to send instantly 
to that person. You can also access 
any apps you want to on the iWatch, 
this I would imagine would especial-
ly be useful on maps, whilst the click 
wheel on the side of the watch lets 
you easily scroll and manage them. 
There are also new � tness features 
to measure, for example, your pace, 
time and distance on a run, making 
it easier than ever to track your � t-
ness progress. You can also change 

the straps and they magnetically clip 
to the top of the watch. Whilst Apple 
CEO Tim Cook did not go into great 
detail about the battery life, it is as-
sumed to be one day.

It may be di�  cult to see the iWatch 
as successful, largely because of the 
“why would I need that?” attitude 
and obviously the cost. But, this was 
a similar reaction to when the � rst 
iPad was released. It is questionable 
how successful the Apple Watch will 
be, with many di� erent competitors 
already designing new smartwatch-
es as well.
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MONEY AND GAMING

ALIEN: ISOLATION PREVIEW
by THOMAS BICKERDIKE

Will no one be able to hear 
you scream or will it be a 
case of, “Game over, man! 

Game over!”
35 years on from its original cin-

ematic release, Ridley Scott’s Alien is 
still regarded as one of the best hor-
ror � lms ever made. Now, developer 
The Creative Assembly and publisher 

Sega will attempt to capture its spirit 
in the eagerly anticipated Alien: Iso-
lation – “the Alien game people have 
been waiting for”.

The story takes place 15 years after 
the events of Alien, and Ellen Rip-
ley’s daughter Amanda is searching 
a space station for the � ight recorder 
of the Nostromo. However, there is 
an alien on board.

One of the key features is the fact it 
is not an action game like the disap-

pointing Aliens: Colonial Marines. It 
is a horror survival game, with one 
alien that cannot be killed. There are 
no guns or weapons, so the player 
has to survive by any means with 
what they have available. As a result, 
stealth tactics are a key feature of the 
game. The fact it is also told from a 
� rst person POV allows the player to 
enter a world they may have wished 
to be a part of for years. 

Looking at the trailers, there does 

seem to be the same feeling of claus-
trophobia that was so important to 
the � lm. Previous Alien games fo-
cused on the action experience orig-
inally created by James Cameron for 
Aliens, but this game goes back to 
its roots and the idea of the haunted 
house in space. The only main con-
cern could be the length of it. Is this 
going to be a campaign that you 
have to take your time over and be 
thoughtful about, or something that 

can be easily completed in a couple 
of hours?

Alien: Isolation is released on Octo-
ber 7th, available on Windows, Xbox 
360, Xbox One, PlayStation 3 and 
PlayStation 4. Also available as DLC 
will be the Nostromo Edition and the 
Ripley Edition, both of which are re-
imaginings of the original � lm fea-
turing the voices of the original cast, 
including Sigourney Weaver.

by BEN TYRIE

Message to new students - 
don't recklessly buy games 
with student � nance.

A word of advice: be careful with 
how you are spending your money. 
Only spend what you can a� ord and 
I mean what you can actually a� ord, 
not what you think you can a� ord. If 
you are planning to use that student 
� nance to buy games ask yourself 
� rst, can you a� ord it? You might be 
able to physically buy that new £300 
games console but can you really af-

ford to be spending that? Or do you 
need to eat this semester? These are 
the questions you need to be ask-
ing yourself every time you consider 
buying a game. ‘Short Termism’ is 
one of the easiest traps to fall into 
when you are studying at univer-
sity. I didn't think I was capable of 
burning through £1000 in student 
� nance money, yet here I am two 
weeks before the new semester try-
ing to o�  oad as many games as pos-
sible so I have a good � nancial blan-
ket to fall on while I wait for my next 
student � nance payment.

Long-term planning is the key. 
Every returning student knows, that 
money needs to support you all year 
round, not just during the university 
semesters. Just try and show some 
self  control and restraint or you'll 
end up just like me.

5 (Legal) Money Saving Tips for 
Gamers:

If you are buying on ebay watch 
out for the new ‘Pay After Delivery 
system’, which means that it can take 
up to two weeks for the money to be 
removed from your bank account, 
leaving you with a false sense of se-

curity about your � nances. 
If you play a card game such as 

Magic: The Gathering then invest 
wisely, don't buy any cards or prod-
ucts unless you absolutely need 
them. Booster packs are a dice roll, 
don't bother.

Steam Sales: 20 games for £50 is a 
good deal but it is still £50. Empty 
your bank account, lock the money 
away and then swallow the key. The 
sale should be over by the time you 
� nish digesting it.

Don't buy new games on release. 
£40 for a single game is often a spur 

of the moment investment, games 
generally lose value over time. If you 
are going to do it, shop around for 
the cheapest price and make sure 
that you are 120% positive the game 
is worth it.

Retro gaming has become increas-
ingly popular over the last few years 
and, while there is an appeal to play-
ing the newest games, there is also a 
lot of sense in digging into the past 
for your gaming kicks. For the price 
of a Playstation 4 you could buy a 
Playstation 2 Slim with a library of 
over 50 games.
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NEWS The Shining: horror for 

horror-phobes

The Crimson Petal and 
the White

by JACK H. UPTON

Before you blindside this book 
for “just another horror story”, I 
implore you for the sake of any 

literary interest (or even for my sake!) 
to give this book a chance. It is the 
de� nition of a great read.

Many of you, I’m sure, have re-
frained from reading ‘The Shining’ 
by Stephen King; because of its hor-

ror genre, because of already having 
seen the 1980 Stanley Kubrick � lm, or 
simply because it has never occurred 
to you to read it, but take it from me 
that overlooking this book would be 
a mistake.

I myself can’t stand horror; lit-
erature or � lm. I’m a scaredy cat. I’m 
frightened of the Child Catcher in 
Chitty-Chitty-Bang-Bang or Cruella 
de Vil in 101 Dalmatians, so picking 
up ‘The Shining’ was an act of im-

mense bravery by my standards but 
I’m glad I did!

If there were ever an author to 
give you but one tantalising taste 
of the horror genre - it’s Stephen 
King. He doesn’t sensationalise with 
blood and gore or horri� c imagery. 
He doesn’t need it. Instead King 
commands a masterful suspense 
throughout his novel, hinting at the 
horror and toying with the supernat-
ural. There’s nothing like it.

And if that weren’t enough to hook 
you into reading this gripping page-
turner then take note that one of the 
central narratives of ‘The Shining’ is 
of 5 year old Danny Torrance o� ering 
you to a truly terrifying supernatural 
experience from the perspective of a 
child. It’s a stroke of genius. By shar-
ing the vulnerability of Danny you 
share his horror and all clichés aside 
– you will not want to put this book 
down.

by EMILY HOULSTON-JONES

This book is, to put it lightly, a 
doorstopper. Clocking in at over 
800 pages, this book is Dick-

ensian in its scope and size. In fact, 
had it not been published over 100 
years after the great Charles Dick-
ens’ death, I would have suspected 
that Dickens had adopted a nom de 
plume and began writing about rac-
ier topics than orphans � nding their 
inheritances and discovering long-
lost relatives.

Yes, this book is indeed far racier 

than any of Dickens’ output. While 
Dickens delicately avoided refer-
ring overtly to prostitution (despite 
the fact that one of his best-known 
female characters was a prostitute), 
this novel has prostitution at its very 
core.

But, before I get your hopes up, I 
should probably tell you that this 
isn’t racy in the Fifty Shades vein. This 
is racy in the Victorian vein – as this 
novel is set in Victorian London. Vic-
torian London was dirty and a bit dis-
gusting at times, and the sex scenes 
in this novel re� ect that.  Less Fifty 
Shades of Gray, more Fifty Types of 

Venereal Diseases.
The charm of this novel lies in its un-

� inching approach to humanity – to 
the sex, the excretions, the loudness, 
dirt, and hypocrisy of humanity. It’s 
hard to shake the feeling while read-
ing that you are eavesdropping in on 
the private moments of real people. 
When the novel ends on a cli� hang-
er, you will be left with a sense that 
the story continued, is continuing 
still, but without you to watch. That is 
how real the characters feel.

The novel is structured as a kind 
of guided tour through Victorian 
society through the eyes of Sugar, a 

teenage prostitute adeptly ascend-
ing through the rigid class-system of 
Victorian society, from the hovels of 
Church Street to the genteel houses 
of Notting Hill – another Dickensian 
� ourish, a tribute to the man who 
wrote about London itself as much 
as he did its inhabitants. It’s hard to 
understate the debt that Faber owes 
to Dickens, but that does not mean 
that his novel does not stand well on 
its own merits. He has simply taken 
Dickens, pared away the worst of his 
purple prose and updated him for 
the modern reader. With great suc-
cess, might I add.

Hachette vs 
Amazon

AMAZON and publisher Hachette 
have been in dispute over the pric-
ing of e-books for six months now, 
which has lead to Amazon play-
ing dirty; they have been delay-
ing shipment of Hachette authors, 
refusing pre-orders and instituting 
other tactics aimed at damaging 
the publisher’s sales. 

Well known authors have writ-
ten to Amazon complaining about 
their underhand tactics, including 
Malcolm Gladwell, Stephen King, 
Michael Pollan and Donna Tartt. 
Authors United has claimed that 
these tactics have driven down 
Hachette authors’ sales by at least 
50% and in some cases as much as 
90%. 

Amazon’s senior vice president 
has said that they were “forced to 
take this step because Hachette re-
fused to come to the table”.

Big Things 
for Young 

Adult Genre
THE 2014 National Book Award 

has recognised ten young adult 
books in their longlist. The ten 
books, written by � ve men and 
� ve women, demonstrate the wide 
diversity contained within teen 
literature; genres ranging from 
contemporary novels to historical 
� ction to narrative non� ction to 
memoir-by-poetry. There’s a dash 
of mystery, fantasy, and there is 
also a character who has been 
cryogenically frozen after dying 
of cancer. The diverse range of 
genres does not spread to their 
authors; there is only one author 
of colour on the list – Jacqueline 
Woodson and her memoir “Brown 
Girl Dreaming”. The books listed 
tackle racism, questions of eth-
nicity and multiculturalism, inter-
national issues, the environment, 
and, throughout, plenty of teen-
age struggles.

The New 
Generation

THE Poetry Book Society has re-
leased its once-in-a-decade list 
of Next Generation poets, which 
once named Du� y for future suc-
cess. The 20 new names, said the 
poetry organisation, are expected 
to “dominate the poetry landscape 
of the coming decade”. According 
to the Poetry Book Society, “wom-
en look set to lead the charge” 
when it comes to the next decade 
of poetry. Names include Tara Ber-
gin, Emily Berry, Rebecca Goss, Kei 
Miller and Mark Waldron. This lat-
est selection “will be leading our 
national cultural conversation for 
many years to come”.
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Man Booker Prize 2014 NEW
BOOKS

The 
Taxidermist’s 

Daughter 
Kate Mosse

The Bone 
Clock
David

Mitchell

The Children 
Act

Ian McEwan

Factotum

by BECKI WATSON

The nominees for this year’s Man 
Booker prize have been an-
nounced. 

The six nominees for the 2014 com-
petition are ‘To Rise Again At a De-
cent Hour’ by Joshua Ferris (Viking), 
‘The Narrow Road to the Deep North’ 
by Richard Flanagan (Chatto), ‘We 
Are All Completely Beside Ourselves’ 
by Karen Joy Fowler (Serpent’s Tail), 
‘J’ by Howard Jacobson (Jonathan 
Cape), ‘The Lives of Others’ by Neel 
Mukherjee (Chatto), and ‘How to Be 

Both’ by Ali Smith (Hamish Hamilton). 

Traditionally, only authors who are 
citizens of the Commonwealth, the 
Republic of Ireland, and Zimbabwe 
were eligible to enter the Man Book-
er Prize, but it was announced last 
year that authors from anywhere in 
the world would now be considered, 
as long as their work was written in 
English and published in the UK. This 
has proved controversial in some lit-
erary circles, but has allowed for the 
nomination of two American authors 

for the � rst time in the competition’s 
history: Joshua Ferris, and Karen Joy 
Fowler. 

The newly shortlisted American au-
thors face sti�  competition from the 
British contingent. Howard Jacobson 
could become the � rst British man 
to win the prize twice, as he won the 
competition with ‘The Finkler Ques-
tion’ back in 2010, and Ali Smith has 
been shortlisted in the competition 
twice before in 2001 and 2005. All of 
the shortlisted authors will be hop-
ing to emulate the success of last 

year’s winner, New Zealand author 
Eleanor Catton with ‘The Luminaries’, 
who was the youngest ever winner 
of the prize at 28 years old, as well 
the longest ever book to receive the 
award at 832 pages. As of August 
2014, ‘The Luminaries’ has sold over 
560,000 copies. 

The result of the 2014 Man Booker 
Prize will be announced by the judg-
es on Tuesday 14th October 2014 at a 
ceremony at London’s Guildhall, with 
a cash prize of £50,000 awarded to 
this year’s winner.

by LIAM SHIPTON

This novel follows Charles Bu-
kowski’s alter-ego Henry Chi-
naski across 1944 America, go-

ing from one menial job to the next. 
Having been rejected from the World 
War II draft (as was Bukowski in real 
life), Chinaski becomes a drifter; 
moving from job to job and from bar-
room to barroom. The most striking 
thing about the protagonist is that 
he unintentionally excels at most of 
the jobs that he stumbles into and 
he doesn’t care. This is not a man 
looking for a career, this is not a man 
who wants to move up to middle 
management and settle down in the 
suburbs – this is a man who wants 

to do the least amount of work pos-
sible in order for him to pursue the 
one thing he truly cares about – writ-
ing. The popular opinion is that this 
is a novel about one man’s struggle 
to � nd and hold down a job, but for 
me it goes far deeper than that. This 
is a novel centred around Bukowski’s 
passion for writing; it is, in fact, a love 
letter to the written word.

It is also, of course, a middle � nger 
to the establishment; it wouldn’t be 
a Bukowski novel if there wasn’t any 
social commentary. One of his most 
frequently quoted passages can be 
found in this book:

“How in the hell could a man enjoy 
being awakened at 6.30am by an 
alarm clock, leap out of bed, dress, 
force-feed, shit, piss, brush teeth and 

hair, and � ght tra�  c to get to a place 
where essentially you made lots of 
money for somebody else and were 
asked to be grateful for the opportu-
nity to do so?”

If that didn’t ring true when the 
book was written in 1975, it certainly 
does today in 2014.

Written in the � rst person, the writ-
ing style gives a wonderful perspec-
tive on Henry Chinaski’s lifestyle; a 
lifestyle of alcohol, gambling, unem-
ployment, loose women and tobac-
co-stained ceilings, all put together 
to paint the beautifully seedy por-
trait of which Bukowski was a master. 
There is also a constant stream of 
humour which � ows naturally and 
compliments, rather than compen-
sates for the whisky-soaked gloom of 

Henry Chinaski’s life.
All in all, this is about as close as 

you are going to get to a ‘perfect’ 
Charles Bukowski book. Having said 
that, I wouldn’t recommend it as an 
introduction to his work, as I feel 
that for anyone unfamiliar with his 
style, starting with ‘Factotum’ would 
be jumping in at the deep end (start 
with ‘Post O�  ce’, his very � rst novel). 
‘Factotum’ gives a wonderful insight 
into Bukowski’s mind, as it reads 
more like a memoir than a novel 
with any discernible story arc. With 
the perfect blend of light and dark, 
of passion and indi� erence, of de-
pression and humour, this book is a 
must-have for any fan of contempo-
rary lowlife American literature.
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How to retain your tan
NOW that the holidays are over and you are returning to a cloudy 

North Wales, what are the best ways to top up that glowing tan you 
have been working so hard for over summer?

These all-new express tans get you beautifully bronze in half the 
time! I’ve rounded up the best instant fake tans out there, so you can 
get your summer glow back.

St. Tropez Instant Tan Face & 
Body Lotion

£6.56

Garnier Ambre Solaire Shimmer Self 
Tan Gel
£6.89

Pasty to Tasty Fake Bake 
Instant Tan 

£6.93

Sunshimmer Instant 
Tan Bronzing Spray

£4.24

8 ways to simplify your 
morning routine

by EMILY RIMMER

There never seems to be enough 
time in the morning to put your 
face on before that 9am lecture 

starts and sometimes this is essential 
if it’s the morning or the night before. 
Well now there is no excuse about 
looking your best in the morning 
if you follow these steps to simplify 
your morning routine!

1. Focus on one feature - If the 
minimal look just doesn’t work for 
you, go ahead and splash out on a 
full makeup routine – but limit the 
attention that you lavish to one fea-
ture.

2. Set out your tools in advance - 

You may be aware of the trick of lay-
ing out the out� t that you want to 
wear the night before. Well the same 
type of rule applies to your make up- 
setting out the brushes and tools you 
plan to use in the morning will down-
size the time you use on your morn-
ing makeup routine.

3. Choose low maintenance tools 
- Keeping your makeup tools clean 
and in good repair is essential to 
proper application. Instead, choose 
makeup brushes that you can wash 
out in the sink and allow to dry on 
your counter along with other low-
fuss makeup tools.

4. Keep two separate make up 
bags - Getting ready for a special oc-
casion requires way more make up 
than is needed for daily activates. 

So keep the daily minimal make up 
in one bag and the evening make 
up in another bag so you know your 
boundaries and are not tempted to 
over do the daily make up. 

5. Strive for healthy skin - Keep 
your skin healthy and clear of break 
out as much as you can by taking 
the time to cleanse and condition 
your skin once a week, keeping it 
fresh and minimising the need to use 
makeup to cover those blemishes. 

6. 2-in-1 make up - Look for prod-
ucts that perform more than one job, 
which makes it easier and quicker for 
application such as a tinted moistur-
iser, eliminating the need for founda-
tion and pressed powder as it applies 
a more even layer than loose powder.

7. Easy morning manicure - If your 
nails are not looking their best when 
you � rst wake up in the morning and 
you want that groomed nail look, try 
bu� ering the nail and skipping the 
polish saving time. But if you want 
colour opt for polish in pen form as 
it easier to apply than polish in brush 
form.

8. Headbands and ponytails - 
These were invented for a woman’s 
bad hair day. Choose a headband to 
pull back that unruly fridge or to hide 
the face you are overdue for a trim. 
Brushing your hair into a ponytail 
can be a life saver as it looks polished 
and tidy and hides the fact you might 
have skipped out on the shampoo 
for a couple of days. You are a stu-
dent after all!

LET’S face it: summer has been 
great but how do we bounce back 
from it? Our bodies are practically 
begging for a little rejuvenation 
after soaking up the sun, sea and 
sand. So we are sharing � ve easy, 
a� ordable hair and skin care treat-
ments that will leave you searching 
for excuses to pamper yourself long 
after the summer is over.

1. Ditch Harsh Hair Products
Summer swimming in the sea or 

pool can get you in shape but can 
leave your locks matted and lifeless. 
To revive your hairs, give it a good 
deep cleansing. I recommend ‘CW 
Home Salon Shine Booster’. This 
product is well within your budget 
and leaves a lasting smoothness 
and shine to your hair that you 
would get at a salon. Remember if 
you want that lasting � nish with or-
dinary conditioners, always wash it 
out with cold water to lock in that 
shine.

2. Amp Up The Moisturiser 
The only way to uncover glowing 

skin is to remove the signs of sum-
mer by exfoliating dead skin, en-
couraging cell turnover and allow-
ing moisturizers to sink in and work 
their magic. A natural moisturizer 
2-3 times a week should do the trick 
and lock in the moisture. 

3. Crack Those Feet
Wearing � ip-� ops and sandals 

all summer has left your feet tired 
and dry, no doubt. Skip the salon 
and do some DIY pampering. Use a 
scrub such as Manicure/Pedicure by 
OPI Chamomile Mint Mask. Leave it 
on your heels for � ve minutes and 
wash it o�  in warm water and soft 
feet in just minutes. It’s the perfect 
end of summer rehab solution.

4. Dried Out Nails
Your nails have been taking a 

beating all summer from the lash-
ings of bright colours to a one o�  
holiday manicure. Nails can get 
dry and brittle but by using a cuti-
cle nail cream; this will solve your 
problem in minutes. Also let your 
nails have a 2-week breather after 
summer and lay o�  the nail varnish. 
Your nails will thank you! 

5. Eat Cool
To help detoxify your body on 

the inside from a summer of cock-
tails and BBQs; eat water-rich foods 
like watermelon, cucumber, celery, 
watercress, lemons and coconut. 
These are natural diuretics, so will 
keep you free of bloating and clean 
out your inside.

5 
end-of-
summer 

beauty tips

Rimmel Sun Shimmer Glow 
Instant Tan

£6.49
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HEALTH AND BEAUTY

by EMILY RIMMER

Every issue I will take a look in-
side friends’ and readers’ make-
up bags to see what stories lie 

within and what they look for when 
buying their makeup. To kick o�  the 
feature, I will take you inside my very 
own makeup bag and tell you all its 
secrets.

Show me your...favourite make-
up brand

As you will probably tell through-
out the questions, my brand of 
choice is Rimmel. I have found that it 
is the best brand for my skin and it’s 
never let me down in quality or price. 

Show me your... everyday make-

up

The makeup that I wear on a day-
to-day basis is probably just to cover 
up or highlight. I use Rimmel’s ‘pro-
fessional eyebrow pencil’ because it 
has a handy brush on the end so you 
can get that perfect shape and I have 
fair eyebrows so need the de� nition. 
And then just a bit of Rimmel’s ‘day-
to-night mascara’ just so I don’t look 
so dead in the mornings! 

Show me your... night out make-
up

The makeup I wear on a night out 
mostly consists of dark colours like 
my Rimmel ‘starry-eyed lipstick’ and 
my ‘Urban Decay’ eye shadow pal-
ette. I’ve always gone for dark lip col-
ours because they suit me the best 
and I never have the time during the 
day to put eyeshadow on so I always 
make the e� ort for nights out. 

Show me your... favorite piece

It has to be my Rimmel ‘scandal 
eyes’ liquid liner as it can be used for 
day and night and you can be as cre-
ative as you want with it. It also can 
add a lot of drama to you look. 

Show me your...essentials 

The one and only essential I cannot 
live without is Rimmel’s ‘match per-
fection’ liquid foundation. This thing 
is a godsend!! I haven’t stopped us-
ing it for like 2 years now, it has the 
smoothest application and lasts for 
18 hours which is perfect for an all 
day look.

Show me your... one o�  piece

My one o�  piece has to be Rimmel’s 
‘colour rush’ lip balm. I thought it 
looked interesting and wanted to try 
something di� erent to lipstick but I 
just found that the application wasn’t 
as good as other lipsticks I have tried 
before.

Show me... what you’ve just 
bought

I have recently just bought Rim-
mel’s ‘scandal eyes’ mascara. I bought 
it for a change, instead of my usual 
‘day-to-night’ mascara. I have yet to 
try it but I have heard that it is very 
good clean looking mascara so I’m 
excited to use it.

Show me: 
your makeup bag

New York Fashion Week 
nail trends

NEW York Fashion Week kicked o�  in the Big Apple starting on Friday 5th September 2014 and showcased all the hottest looks for this season. But forget what the models are wearing on their 
bodies; what are they wearing on their nails?

Sparkling silver polish is added to 
the edge of the nail to give an edgy 
twist to a classic French manicure.

Abstract � oral nail art bloomed on 
the Desigual runway.

The classic sailor print of the blue 
and white strip made a bold come-

back.

Cracked gold and white nails made 
an impression at Jay Godfry’s show.

What’s hot in high-fashion beauty

A simple natural bu� ed nail took 
to the runways in many bohemian 
designer shows such as BCBG Max 

Azria.
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The Personnel of New York - Unisex Dress

FASHION

The decline of gender in 
fashion

by NATHAN BULLEN

Gender-neutral fashion is cre-
ating a spark in the fashion 
world and beyond, recently 

moving from the cat-walk and onto 
the high-street.

Items such as skirts and tunics have 
been modelled by men, in Craig 
Green’s Autumn/Winter collection, 
and he describes it as “romanticising 
his signature for masculinity”.

There are some examples showing 
that fashion was inevitably moving 
towards this gender-neutral style.

A suit, once seen as very masculine  
is now something that women can 
wear freely. Clothes that were once 
seen as only for women have be-
come items not limited to a gender 
as well.

Skinnier � ts of jeans, deep v necks 
and scoop neck t-shirts are all � ts of 

clothing that originated with wom-
en that have become popular with 
males over recent years.

High street shop Selfridges is plan-
ning to expand into unisexwear in 
2015. Menswear buying manager El-
eanor Robinson says, “women buying 
into menswear is a growing trend”. 
She says labels such as Hood By Air, 
T r a p s t a r , 
B a z a r - 1 4 
and KTZ 
are popu-
lar among 
w o m e n 
looking to 
de-gender their style.“There is also a 
female customer interested in a more 
masculine aesthetic and seeking out 
a true menswear � t- so a real ‘boy-
friend jean, shirt or sweater. We have 
also seen an emerging male custom-

er pro� le that is extremely fashion-
literate, shopping womenswear and 
women’s accessories.”

London designer Sara Weston re-
leased a gender neutral line last year. 
She originally owned a menswear 
brand, but she has expanded Eastie 
Empire after noticing a surge in fe-
male clientele buying from the men’s 

collection.
W e s t o n 

blames soci-
ety’s “pressure 
to subscribe to 
gender norms 
as dictating 

identity and mainstream fashion” for 
the stigma attached to women want-
ing to wear menswear and vice versa.

But if the catwalks are anything to 
go by, a world where fashion is dic-
tated by gender could become a 

thing of the past. “I want to challenge 
the gender dynamic,” Weston added.

Rachel Tutier, 29, who works for 
New York tailors Bindle & Keep, de-
scribes herself as “a clothier for the 
LGBTQ community”.

She started making suits after 
struggling for years to � nd clothes 
she liked for her style.

“I got used to wearing clothes that 
hide me. Having this suit made for 
me basically reintroduced me to my 
body.

“I think of what we do as gender-
neutral, it’s menswear for bodies 
menswear isn’t usually proportion-
ate on.”

This trend is moving fashion be-
yond gender as it is now bringing 
unisex to the mainstream.

Viva 
La Biba
50 Years of Biba

IF you could have one fashion 
store that characterised the 60s, it 
would be Biba. Biba combined the 
mod and the hippie into one big 
rolling stone. You get both the care-
free, wild vibe of the hippy with the 
prim and proper mod. And, this year 
marks its 50th year!

The prints are blaring and the cuts 
are wild. Biba also was one of the 
� rst to o� er typical ‘masculine’ cuts 
to the female generation, o� ering 
slim, tailored and ‘prim and proper’ 
cuts. 

Whilst Biba screamed 60s, it harks 
back to a 20s feel: big doll eyes, 
short bobs and a garish theme to 
the overall look. 

The � rst Biba store was a magnet 
for both Twiggy and the Rolling 
Stones

Horst: new 
exhibition

MARLOES Horst is arguably the 
most iconic fashion photographer 
of all time. That’s a pretty big claim 
to make. 

He remains one of the iconic fash-
ion photographers largely for how 
he combined the Greek aesthetic of 
perfection with modern art move-
ments, such as surrealism. 

A new exhibition, debuting his 
work over a remarkable 60 years, 
opens at the V&A museum in Lon-
don, from 6th September until 4th 
January 2015.

IT’S MENSWEAR FOR BODIES 
MENSWEAR ISNT USUALLY 

PROPORTIONATE ON

Rad Hourani’s Unisex Collection
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Eye spy: London Fashion Week

It’s a bug’s life
Animal prints are in for Autumn and these are some bugs 

you wouldn’t mind � nding in your wardrobe

Mini bug stud earrings, Topshop
£6.50

Fox broach, Tatty Devine
£30

Oxford goose print shirt, ASOS
£25

Long elephant necklace, ASOS
£6

Gold tone  horse stud earrings, Topshop
£3

How to wear:
Sperrys

by WYATT WARNER

If you go to any university campus 
on America’s east coast, a good 
portion of the young men there 

will be wearing Sperrys Topsider 
shoes (or a similar brand of “boat 
shoe”). � is year though the a� ord-
able summer classic has gained huge 
popularity elsewhere, to mixed suc-
cess. You don’t need to dress like an 
Ivy League prep to wear Sperrys well, 
but there are a few things to keep in 
mind in order to do so.

The classic Sperrys look is when 
they’re paired with complimentary 
pastel shorts or pants. For extra prep 
points throw a polo shirt on top, but 
be careful going overboard (pun in-
tended). When going the prep route 
it can be tempting to wear a blazer 
over your ensemble, especially in 
chilly Bangor, but Sperrys are a solid-
ly casual shoe that would be better 
matched with a sweater. Of course, 
if you don’t want to look like your 
dad owns a yacht, Sperrys can work 

in any number of other styles. They 
look good in most casual out� ts in-
volving trendy shorts, and can even 
be a replacement for sneakers in 
the classic “uni out� t” of t-shirt and 
hoodie (and many other out� ts too). 

Watch out for jeans though--while 
mixing Sperrys and jeans isn’t the 
blasphemy some people would 
have you believe, it’s de� nitely a 
clash of two di� erent themes. In 
particular, make sure not to match 
the shade of your jeans too closely 
with that of your shoes, especially 
if your pair is olive or blue. Stay 
away from baggy trousers too, as 
they can make your feet look tiny. 
However, with the right combo of 
slim dark jeans and subtly-coloured 
Sperrys you’ll look stylish well into 
autumn. Lastly, with the invention 
of no-show socks there’s no excuse 
to wear visible socks with Sperrys, 
though ankle-length ones are okay. 
Anything higher is just not living up 
to the potential of your great shoes.

by SARA LLOYD-WILLIAMS

On Saturday, I caught my � rst 
real life glimpse into the 
heart of the fashion industry. 

Having been an avid reader of Vogue 
magazine for many years now, I � -
nally managed to win tickets to 
two runway shows through London 
Fashion Week’s sponsors Vodafone 

(quick lesson for you kids, when you 
see a ‘share the post’ competition on 
Facebook then share it, you CAN ac-
tually win!).

Arriving Saturday afternoon at the 
gorgeous Somerset House on the 
Strand, the atmosphere as well as 
the dizzying array of out� ts on dis-
play just in the streets outside made 
you realize you were at the heart of 

something special.
The � rst show we saw was for Lon-

don designer Nasir Mazhar. His 15 
minute long show bought out an 
urban-based, fashionable sports-
wear collection, designed with com-
fortable clubwear in mind. The show 
was understatedly cool with a re-
freshing mix of models, designed to 
show that the clothes are meant for 

all women, regardless of body type 
as well as for real life use.

After a short pause between shows 
where we stumbled upon cocktail 
happy hour, it was back to Somerset 
House for the second show. KTZ was 
a more stereotypical show, the ready 
to wear clothing line boasts a cou-
ture edge to all his pieces, and the 
front row included big names such 

as Paloma Faith to its repertoire. The 
clothes were gorgeous with a seem-
ing easy blend of eastern inspired 
pieces merging with modern metal-
lic studded bodysuits. The atmos-
phere in the tent was contagiously 
electric and provided an amazing 
high to the end of a fantastic day.

Nasir Mazhar KTZ 
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Across
5. ____ Zoo, Emerson’s new home
6. Location of Festival No. 6
8. Get involved in Potter’s favourite game
9. Rhys ______, your SU president
12. New weaving studio
14. _____ Bridges, comedian in favour of Scottish Independence
15. Honorees of December 1st award ceremony
16. Coyote ____, a guilty pleasure
Down
1. Publisher Hachette isn’t happy with this company
2. Let’s Be ____, New Girl reunion
3. _______ Prize, prestigious music prize
4. Canolfan __________, upgraded Sports Hall
7. The Crimson Petal and the _____, a doorstopper
10. ______ Herveaux, Amy’s hairy crush
11. Ida is a funny type of bird!
13. The real Jaws, Richard ____

Look at these ‘identical’  photos from the society awards- 
can you � nd the six di� erences?

BEFORE

AFTER

SUDOKU!
EASY

HARD



COME & GET 
I N V O LV E D

TUES   30th SEPT    &    SAT   4th OCT
BRAINT COMMON ROOM

http://bit.ly/serenteam14
http://seren.bangor.ac.uk

FEATURE WRITING NEWS REPORTS LIVE SPORT COVERAGE
INTERVIEWS BROADCAST JOURNALISM CONTRIBUTORS 
WRITERS PROOFREADERS PHOTOGRAPHERS DESIGNERS

EDITOR POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
• TV   • FILM   • MUSIC   • BOOKS   • TRAVEL   • FOOD & DRINK 

• ARTS & CULTURE   • COMMENT   • GAMES & GADGETS
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by SCOTT WILLEY

Bangor University Trampoline 
Club have been named Bangor 
Athletic Union Club of the Year 

2013 / 14. 
� e club underwent drastic positive 

changes in the 2012 / 2013, when the 
club’s format was reinvented. � e 2013 
/ 2014 season has reaped the bene� ts 
of this new format and the club is now 
larger and more successful.

In the club’s � rst competition of the 
season in Bath, 15 Bangor representa-
tives attended. Bangor returned with 
one 1st and two 3rd place individual 
medals and the � rst team placed 2nd 
in the advanced category. 

Next up for the club was participa-
tion in BUCS competitions (British 
Universities and Colleges Sport). Club 
Captain Georgia Mitchell and Melissa 

Greenwell � nished 1st and 2nd in the 
advanced category respectively, mak-
ing them the top two competitors in 
Britain. Overall, the team � nished 5th 
nationally, triumphing over sporting 
giants such as Loughborough, Bath, 
Manchester and Liverpool,  bringing 
the � rst BUCS points the club has ever 
received, helping Bangor University 
place 68th nationally across all sports.

As well as success in competitions, 
the club have had a heavy involvement 
with trampolining in the local com-
munity. Coaches from the club have 
become actively involved in the run-
ning of Bangoroos Trampoline Club, 
a local children’s trampoline club. A 
showcase University vs. Bangoroos 
competition was organised, with fam-
ily and friends of the children invited 
to allow the children to showcase their 
talent.  � e event is also the only tram-
poline competition for children across 

North Wales.
Eight of the club members also re-

cently completed a Rebound � erapy 
course, which involved learning how 
to teach movement and balance skills 
to disabled children and adults via the 
trampoline. � e quali� cation allows 
the setup of a Disability Centred ses-
sion.

In March, Bangor University 
Trampoline Club hosted a 12 hour 
“bounceathon”, in which volunteers 
took part in a 12 hour relay to keep 
one person bouncing at all times. 
Over £500 was raised and given to the 
cancer charity Coppafeel. 

Bangor University Trampoline Club 
were announced as the Athletic Union 
Club of the Year 2013 / 2014 at the an-
nual Atheltic Union Dinner, and hope 
to build on their successes this year in 
to the following year.

Trampoline Bounce to 
AU Club of the Year 

2013 / 2014

IN NUMBERS

BANGOR UNIVERSITY 
ATHLETICS UNION

5059
Number OF AU MEMBERS IN 

2013-104

56
Number OF AU CLUBS

38
Numer OF AU CLUBS IN THE 

2014-2015 BUCS (British 

Universities and colleges 

sport) League

68th
Bangor’s POSITION IN THE 

2013-2014 BUCS LEAgue

7
Number OF AU  EXECUTIVES

39
The NUMBER OF AU CLUB 

TASTER sessions that will be 
held during fresher’s week 

2014
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Get involved
It’s easy to join one of our 56 sport clubs, no matter what your ability          

level! Taster sessions will be held throughout Fresher’s Week, and they’re         
completely FREE. Here are just some of the sports you can try your hand at...

QUIDDITCH

sunday 28/92-5pmTreborth

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

sunday 28/9

1-3pm
Treborth

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

saturday 27/911am-1pm
hall 2

FOR A FULL LIST OF TASTER SESSIONS, VISIT BANGORSTUDENTS.COM/SPORT/WHAT, OR VISIT SERENDIPITY (THE FRESHER'S 

FAIR) ON THE 24TH AND 25TH OF SEPTEMBER.

FOR LOCATIONS, SEE THE MAP ON PAGES 20 - 21.

ARCHERY

wednesday 24/9

7-10pm

normal Sports hall
and

sunday 27/9

9am - 12 pm

normal Sports hall
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Canolfan Brailsford 
Opens its Doors

by SCOTT WILLEY

Bangor University’s £2.5 million 
gym and sports complex re-
cently opened its doors with a 

successful open day on 5th July. Can-
olfan Brailsford features two sports 
hall, three dedicated � tness rooms, 
international standard squash courts, 
a climbing wall and a multi-purpose 
gymnastics hall.

Sir Dave Brailsford grew up in near-
by Deiniolen, but unfortunately was 

not available to open the new complex 
due to his commitments with Team 
Sky and their participation in the Tour 
de France. Brailsford is credited with 
the success of British Cycling in recent 
years. During his tenure as Director of 
British Cycling, Brailsford embraced 
a marginal gains policy and the be-
lief that many small changes resulted 
in large performance improvements. 
Brailsford le�  British Cycling in April, 
to further concentrate on his work as 
general manager of Team Sky, who 
under Brailsford’s leadership have won 

two Tour de France titles.
� e investment in the facility in-

cludes £350,000 of brand new equip-
ment, which include built-in TV con-
soles which allow live TV viewing, 
internet access and a variety of ‘cours-
es’ which will take members away 
from the treadmills and cycling ma-
chines of the gym to German forests 
or the streets of Paris. Members can 
also document their workouts using 
the LFConnect App, which is available 
to download on smartphones.

� e development on Canolfan 

Brailsford follows university wide in-
vestment in sport, beginning with the 
sports dome on the Ffriddoedd cam-
pus, which was opened in November 
by Lord Seb Coe. Bangor City FC also 
recently made a joint investment with 
Bangor University in a 3G all-weather 
pitch at Nantwich. � e pitch will open 
before Bangor City’s Welsh Premier 
League season kicks o�  and the facil-
ity will also be used by Bangor Univer-
sity’s football teams.

Membership
Price List

(Gym only / Gym and classes)

Students 9-month: 
 £90 / £135

Sta�  / Alumni / Over-60s: 
 £200 / 240

Public: 
£280 / 340


