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Foundations of stone
Minister for Education joined
by musicians.

Pontio celebrates reveal of the
foundation stone.

The Pontio construction site

by LJ TAYLOR

M

inister for Education, this
month, laid the foundations
for a new Bangor.
In a celebration of hard hats and
homegrown music, the foundation
stone for Bangor’s Pontio building was
finally revealed.
Unveiled by the Minister for Education, Leighton Andrews, the stone
represents the hope for a new union
between students and the community.
“This is going to be a focal point for
the local community and the University alike - a place to meet, learn and
be entertained as well as a home for
innovative research, design and learning. It will be a unique place with the
potential to transform Bangor.” said
Professor John G. Hughes, Bangor
University’s Vice-Chancellor.
The building had been due to open in

Photo by: LJ Taylor
September of last year but following a
number of complications has had to be
delayed. The laying of the foundation
stone has been the first real evidence
of work commencing and a reason to
celebrate.
Pontio, which will be officially renamed in March, is a £44 million
development which will offer stateof-the-art facilities for the use of the
university and the community.
Miller Construction recently won
the contract for the centre which will
receive funding from not only the
Welsh Government but the European
Regional Development Fund, the Arts
Council of Wales and Bangor University.
“I am delighted to play a role in the
inauguration of this major new development.” said the Education Minister.
“I am always pleased to highlight
and celebrate Welsh success, and I am

confident that this significant development - which the Welsh Government
has supported - will provide a major
boost to the arts and to innovation not
just within the university, or in Bangor,
but in the region more generally.” said
Mr Andrews.
Despite the delays in building, the
Pontio project has continued to provide a range of events to give a taste of
what the finished centre will offer.
“We want to spark people’s’ imagination [...] by giving a flavour of things
to come. The centre will be home for
all sorts of creativity, from drama and
cabaret to aerial theatre and classical
concerts.” said Elen ap Robert, Pontio’s
Artistic Director.
Bangor Students’ Union President,
Antony Butcher, is keen to highlight
that the finished building will mainly
be used by students.
“Students are going to be using the

building day in, and day out, so its going to be fantastic for the Students’ Union to be back at the heart of student
life in Bangor. Its a shame that its taken
so long but its nice to see that its finally on its way, I look forward to seeing
the completed building. The Students’
Union will be working predominantly

with both Pontio and the University to
make sure the building does meet the
needs of students.” said Mr Butcher.
The centre is now scheduled to be
fitted out in July next year. with an official opening to take place in September of the same year.

Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas with the Pontio foundation stone
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IMAGE OF THE ISSUE...

This issue we got to know our Books Editor,
Laura, a little better. We learnt that she’s the
only non-ginger in her family and in the
effort to fit in she finally tuck the plunge
and dyed her hair. Here she is as a baby. Her
hair was the inspiration for the Teletubbies
aerial. She’s also on the search for a husband, she isn’t fussy; as long as he is ginger
and called Arthur. Know anyone who fits
the criteria? Let us know!
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We all survived the apocalypse
then? I knew we could do it.
Though the scorching heat would
have been a nice change I suppose.
2013 is here, and with it came
deadline stress and winter (thanks
for that, Britain). Its not all bad
though because the team here at
Seren have worked hard to put together our first ever January issue,
just for you.
You may notice that Seren is feeling a little lighter, no its not the results of your day in the gym, we’ve
only printed 32 pages this time.
We thought it’d be easier with all
our other deadlines but its actually
been pretty hard, there’s so much
good stuff we wanted to tell you
about.
One of the most important and
informative sections of this issue
is our feature on housing in Bangor. Since it’s that time of year we
sent our intrepid reporter, Sinnead,
to find out the dos and don’ts of
choosing where to live.
You should also check out our new
Politics Editor, Conor’s, views on the
gun crime issues going on over in
the States, and have a look at how
to get those designer looks at high
street prices in the fashion pages.
We’re halfway through the academic year now but that doesn’t
mean you can’t get involved with
Seren. As always if you see yourself
as a part of our team; writing, designing, proofreading or anything
else please get in touch!
I’ll leave you now to hopefully enjoy the issue, whilst the team and I
recover from a busy few weeks and
prepare ourselves for a trip to Aber
for Varsity. If we don’t see you there
then we hope to see you on February, 28th.
And on that note, I only have one
more thing to say:
“To infinity and beyond!”

Dan Turner
Ben Lyte
Tom Vincett
Brogan Feasey
Al Hulley
Harriet Weller
Matt Randall
Ross Body
Joe Keep
Ida Vaisanen
Eta Uso

OVERHEARD
“Did you know that Platypuses
sweat milk?”
Robyn: Society Girls
“Tonight is going to be the night I
master InDesign...”
Sinnead: Features
“Is this Celine Dion, ‘cause if not you
can just turn it off.”
L-J: Editor

IT’S BACK...

http://bit.ly/seren90s
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In Brief

Green
technology
launched at
Bangor
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Bangor staff member sails
Atlantic in aid of charity

BUSINESSES now have brand new,
cutting edge green technology testing
facilities at their disposal at Bangor
University. Scientists are using a CO2
lab to recycle the gas and use it as a
replacement for traditional solvents
commonly used in the chemical industry. The project was made possible
by a £345,000 investment from the
Welsh Government’s European Funded Academic Expertise for Business
Programme.

Bangor
graduate on
TV Series
DR TREVOR Dines, a Bangor University graduate and botanist, will
appear in the new Channel 4 series
‘Wild Things’. In the six part series,
Dines goes in search of Britain’s wide
range of amazing wild plants, accompanied by fellow presenters, landscape
designer Chris Myers and lichenologist Sally Eaton. The first episode was
broadcasted on 21 January, searching
for wild things in the unlikely roadside
landscape at the heart of Britain’s largest road transport network.

Police project
goes live
A COLLABORATIVE project between North Wales Police, Bangor
University and the National Police
Improvement Agency has gone live in
two areas. New tactics including targeted patrol and problem solving are
being used to achieve reductions in
anti-social behaviour and crime. Force
Anti-Social Behaviour Inspector, Michael Isaacs: “It is of great importance
that we dedicate our resources to the
things that matter and it is encouraging when I hear the public telling us
they are seeing improvements in their
neighbourhoods.”

Students on
University
Challenge
AFTER their victory in September
against St. Andrew’s University on the
TV show University Challenge, Bangor students are preparing themselves
for another bout against the Univeristy
of Durham in the last of the secondround matches. The episode will be
aired on BBC 2 at 8pm on Monday 28
January.

Scanlan sailed the Atlantic in 22 days with her brother and father
The trio raised £700 for Beaumaris National Lifeboat Institution
by NICOLA HOBAN

A

staff member at Bangor Univeristy has recently sailed the
Atlantic Ocean in a bid to raise
money for the Beaumaris National
Lifeboat Institution.
Stevie Scanlan, Marketing Manager
at Bangor University’s college of Physical and Applied Sciences, said of the
journey, which started from the Canaries for Antigua in November: “The
whole experience was amazing. It was
much more of a mental challenge than
a physical one, the hardest thing was
getting your head around the fact that
you can’t get off the boat, but now that
I’ve done it I feel like I can do any-

thing.” She continued, “I usually race
keel boats here in Beaumaris and I
have never done a long passage before
but I wasn’t scared at all, that was the
last thing on my mind.”
Stevie, from Beaumaris, took a
month’s unpaid leave to complete
the trying challenge with her brother
and father, and after having spent the
weekend before preparing their 56’
yacht for the 20 day long journey, set
sail.
“The highlight for me was the night
watches. It was incredible, just to be
in the cabin looking at the stars all
around you. You feel so alone and you
forget all the silly worries that preoccupy you at home, your brain relaxes,

it was almost like meditation. I feel
like I’ve been on a 20 day retreat and I
know myself so much better!
“We laughed every day, especially
when a flying fish flew into the cabin
and hit my brother on the back in the
middle of the night! We saw pods of
whales, we had a mid-Atlantic dip
with 3,000ft of water underneath us –
we had so many amazing experiences.
It is something that we will remember
forever and I feel so lucky that I got to
share it with my dad and brother.”
Stevie and her family have already
been able to raise £700 for the RNLI,
though they are hoping to reach their
goal of £1,000.
“I wanted to support the RNLI be-

cause all the volunteers are amazing,
they all have normal jobs and drop
everything to rescue people in need
– that is not just sailors and people at
sea, it’s also people like you and me.
They deserve all the help they can get.”
Stevie continued to add, “I have been
overwhelmed by support from my
friends, colleagues and family. I have
come away from this with a massive
sense of achievement and I am still on
a high, I don’t want it to end!”
For anyone wishing to donate, go to
http://bit.ly/seren0401

Met office issues yellow warning
as further snowfall expected
Wales braces for more snow as country is warned about oncoming storm

by EMMA ÅSBERG

F

urther snowfalls of up to three
inches are expected across the
UK on Sunday and Monday.
According to the Met Office the snow
and icy temperatures will continue to
affect the UK, with a band of more
snow spreading north across parts of
south-east and east England and the
Midlands.
A yellow warning has now been issued, urging drivers to be extra cautious. The snow is expected to be worst
in the West Midlands and the east.
Wales has been heavily affected by

the snow, with many roads and hundreds of schools closed down. The
Met Office recommended that people
only travel if absolutely necessary and
take extra care on icy roads and pavements, especially as the snow might
turn into ice when temperatures drop
over night.
Air and rail services are affected
most heavily in South of England,
with Heathrow airport experiencing a
third day of cancellations. Due to low
visibility the airport has been forced
to reduce Sunday’s air traffic by 20%.
South West Trains said ice can form
on the power line, which causes trains

to stop, but that they are doing everything they can and will add extra trains
if possible.
Arriva Trains Wales reported the
Cambrian line service between Aberystwyth, Shrewsbury and Pwllheli
is running smoothly. “Whilst we are
closely monitoring the weather situation which may result in short notice
delays and cancellations, we are working very hard to run services as close
to our normal timetable as possible,”
said a spokesperson.
However, Arriva Cymru said that
the 40 and 50 service is only running
from Aberystwyth to Aberaeron, and

the 585 service only from Aberystwyth
to Llanilar.
Power companies across Wales are
experiencing difficulties, Western
Power reporting about 1000 homes
in west Wales without electricity and
a few hundred in north Wales. Scottish Power also said they have affected
customers, mainly in Gwynedd and on
the Llyn Peninsula.
In the past week, many schools have
been forced to close across the UK, including 400 in Hampshire, 150 in the
West Midlands and more throughout
the country.
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Man receives jail sentence In Brief
Anglesey
for driving up Snowdon school closure

ANGLESEY council have moved
closer to their proposal to replace
three primary schools with a single,
merged institute.
Parents of pupils at the schools are
campaigning outside council offices,
questioning whether the right schools
are being targeted for closure. All three
schools have been praised by Estyn,
the school inspection service. Despite
this, the council has said it needs to
tackle the high number of surplus
places at these schools.

School lurker
in Rhyl

Williams given 22-month jail sentence for dangerous driving on mountain
by THOMAS BICKERDIKE

C

raig Williams, 40, has been
jailed for 22 months by Caernarfon Crown Court after
driving a 4x4 up Snowdon on two occassions. Williams, from Cheltenham,
was found guilty of two charges of
dangerous driving.
His Vauxhall Frontera was discovered twice at the summit in September 2011. He told the jury that it was
not that difficult or dangerous, saying:
“There wasn’t a soul on the landscape
in the hours of darkness. There were
50 to 60 mph gale force winds, the rain
was hard.”
The first time, his car was discovered
200m from the summit cafe. However, he claimed that someone else had
taken his car for the second trip to the

summit without his permission. That
time, a note was left for him saying:
“Beat you – better luck next time”. Williams revealed he drove alongside the
Snowdon Mountain Railway tracks,
but denies driving on them.
His sentence also includes a sixmonth jail term after he failed to appear before the court at the start of the
week. He sent his lawyer and the judge
an email outlining his intentions not to
attend the trial and to also commit suicide. This included a grid reference for
where his body would be found – the
summit of Snowdon. This provoked
a search from North West Police and
Llanberis mountain rescue team. He
also stuck a note to a window at Caernarfon Crown Court: “Can’t catch me,
try to catch me if you can”. Williams

was found asleep in a van in Snowdonia by police officers.
Previously, Williams had been convicted for dangerous driving and driving whilst disqualified. As part of his
sentence, he has been handed a 3 year
driving ban and ordered to take an extended driving test.
Judge Merfyn Hughes QC said whilst
jailing Williams: “The danger you created on both occasions was both obvious and serious. That no-one was
injured is no thanks to you…You have
shown no remorse whatsoever. Your
involvement has cost many thousands
of pounds to the public who have had
to clear up the mess you have left behind.”
Aneurin Phillips, chief executive of
Snowdonia National Park Authority,

said: “The fact that a case such as this
has reached the crown court reflects
the seriousness of the act…I sincerely
hope the punishment is enough to prevent anyone considering such a foolish

POLICE have warned that a man has
been driving around the Rhyl area approaching high school girls in a silver
car. The man has been seen approaching pupils over the past couple of
weeks. The activity has been reported
to the police who have increased patrols and their presence in the area.
Teachers and parents are also on the
lookout for the man, and pupils have
been warned to take care while en
route to and from school. The man is
said to be approximately 30-years old,
caucasian and drives a silver Hatchback.

Welsh poet
dies aged 81
ACCLAIMED Welsh poet and former Bangor University Research Fellow Tony Conran has passed away.
Conran, born in India, died aged 81
on 14 January. Having spent most of
his life in Bangor, the poet regularly
combined Welsh traditions with the
English language, and his poetry was
often performed in conjunction with
visual and performance artists. Professor M. Wynn Thomas, Director of the
Centre for Research into the English
Literature and Language of Wales paid
tribute to Conran, saying: “Conran invested the written word with a unique
intensity. His was a lasting, heroic
achievement.”

Bangor alumni knighted New marine
Team GB performance director receives knighthood in New Year’s Honour

by NICOLA HOBAN

A

n honorary Alumni of Bangor
University has been knighted
for his service to cycling.
Sir David Brailsford, 48, was knighted in the New Year’s Honours along
with Olympic medallist Bradley Wiggins, Ben Ainslie and other Olympic
heroes.
The British Cycling performance
director is known for masterminding
Wiggin’s Tour de France success as
well as Team Great Britain’s victories
in the 2012 Olympics and Paralympics,

where they achieved a massive haul of
8 medals in each event.
The 48 year-old, from Caernarfon,
also received coach of the year for
2012, after Team GB enjoyed ongoing
successes under Brailsford’s leadership, and Britain became the leading
nation in the sport.
Brailsford’s contributions to cycling
were also recognised with an MBE
in 2005 and a CBE in 2008, and other sports and large businesses have
sought to replicate his method of sustained success.
After beginning his career as a pro-

fessional cycler at the age of 19, Brailsford was taken on as an advisor to British cycling in 1996 and has since been
in the position of programme director
until he was given the role of performance director. A Team Sky Principal, the welsh-man admitted that his
achievements of 2012 were not his
alone, but were the result of a team effort constructed over a lengthy period
of time.
Having received a doctorate from the
University of Chester where he studied
Sport and Exercise Science, as well as
being an honorary Alumni of the uni-

versity, his reputation and efforts in
cycling have increased the prestige and
reputation of the area considerably.
Brailsford’s knighting caps off an
unbelievable year for British cycling,
and as Brailsford recapped his journey
with British cycling he commented:
“All of a sudden the sport is a little bit
more well known than it was and that
has been a truly remarkable journey,
and a lot of fun to be part of.” However,
he admits that he still finds the experience of being knighted surreal, though
humbling.

scheme

NORTH WALES Police and
Gwynedd Council launched the Marine Watch on the 22 January. The
scheme aims to raise awareness of
marine crime, assist those already affected and increase safety. PCSO Caryl
Thomas at Bangor Police Station, who
is leading the roll-out, said “Essentially
it’s about the theft of boats or equipment from [civilians] or boat yards so
I’d like to see as many owners of marine craft join the scheme as possible.
By joining Marine Watch owners can
register their vessel and be kept alert
of any suspicious activity in the area.”
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Anglesey body
exhumed
THE BODY of an unidentified male
buried in an Anglesey cemetery 30
years ago has been exhumed in order
to attempt to identify him. The police
will use DNA equipment on the remains him after an investigation into
the identity of the male at the time
of his death produced no results. The
only information the police could
gather was a rough age of around 30
years old. They hope to have results of
the test in three weeks’ time.
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Gwynedd hostages
return home

Prestatyn
Flasher
A FLASHER in Prestatyn has exposed himself on three different occasions to women passing by. The man
is described to be between 30-50 years
of age, wearing a dark coloured jacket
and dark woollen hat. He was seen
walking between the Gas Works Lane
and along a footpath in the direction
of Dawson Drive and Tip Lane between 1:30-4:30pm.
Det. Inspector Evans said: “A number of resources are being deployed
in light of recent reports to reassure
the community, whilst investigations
continue”. Anyone with information
regarding the incident is urged to call
101

Axe attacker
jailed
A MAN from in Prestatyn has been
charged for possessing an axe as an
offensive weapon. Jamie Lee Davey
received a six month sentence which
is coupled with a suspended sentence
of nine months. Davey apparently
entered into an early morning argument on 11 November with passersby which led to him emerging from
his house wielding the axe which he
swung, hitting a post. Judge Niclas
Parry ruled that both weapons be
destroyed, adding: “This would have
been a frightening incident.”

Man charged
with pension
fraud
PETER Williams, 52, has been
charged with claiming his mother’s
pension two years after she died. Williams, from Shotton, received a suspended sentence of 32 weeks after
gaining £11,534 worth of pensions
between 2009 and 2011. Judge Niclas
Parry replied: “This did not happen
because you were unable to function
or unable to cope. You knew what you
were doing. You took the risk because
you were gaining financially,” he summarised the act as “despicable behaviour.”

Hostages survive 45-minute attack on In Amenas gas depot
Algerian militants believed to have links to Al Qaeda terrorists

by THOMAS BICKERDIKE

A

fter a four day siege by militants of the BP gas plant in
Algeria, two local men have
returned to the UK after surviving the
ordeal.
Huw Edwards, a manager for fuel giant BP, has spoken of his experiences
after being caught in the midst of the
conflict between militant and armed
forces in Algeria.
Edwards, who was originally from
Llandudno with family ties still there,
survived the 45-minute attack on the
In Amenas gas depot on 17 January.

He was the plant’s technical manager
and was on a bus journey to a nearby
police station to carry out some routine paperwork when the bus came
under fire from militants when it
stopped at a security checkpoint. It
is believed that the militants were Islamic extremists linked to al Qaeda.
Guards at the checkpoint proceeded to
return fire, whilst the oil workers were
told to lie on the floor of the bus for
their own safety.
Edwards said: “We were there for 45
minutes while the attack continued.
There was then a break of about 15
minutes, and it resumed again. This

time mortar rounds were fired at the
bus, but luckily none of them hit it.”
Edwards and his colleagues were
taken to a nearby police station, before being flown back to the UK. By
Sunday evening, he was back home
in Macclesfield. However, expressed
signs of traumatisation following the
loss of some colleagues.
Edwards said: “Whilst it is a great
relief to be home among my family
and friends, that is impacted on by the
knowledge that so many of my friends
and colleagues did not survive the
attack…I have my own, personal journey to go through, but my thoughts

are with the families of those who lost
their lives as they try to come to terms
with that.”
The other hostage, Gwynedd born
Garry Roberts, has been confirmed
to be alive and well. It is believed that
Garry survived the siege by hiding in
a loft with another man. He is set to
return to Barmouth and his family after being debriefed. The siege claimed
the lives of 48 hostages and 29 of the
militants. However, 3 of the militants
have been taken alive and with 5 of the
hostages still missing.

Driving instructor who
assaulted pupils spared jail
Defendant receives three month curfew and suspended sentence

by EMMA ÅSBERG

A

55-year-old driving instructor
accused of inappropriate sexual behaviour towards his pupils
escaped immediate jail today.
Judge John Rogers QC gave the defendant a nine month prison sentence
suspended for a year, and an additional three month curfew between 7pm
and 7am. Also, he will not be allowed
to act as a driving instructor with any
lone woman in the next ten years.
Defendant Robert Delabertouche

told a middle-aged woman that she
had been a “naughty girl” and that he
would put her over his knee and spank
her. He was also accused of having put
his hand on woman’s knees and asking
personal and intimate questions. He
suggested to one woman that they go
to a villa in Spain.
The prosecution got a late complaint
by a 21-year-old woman who told how
he had put his arm around her while
driving and threatened to ‘nibble her
ear’ unless she stopped panicking behind the wheel.

Delabertouche denied inappropriately touching the women, but was
convicted on eight of the ten charges
against him.
The defendant denied all ten charges
and has led a law-abiding life, including 16 years of exemplary behaviour in
the army. He has been married for 32
years and has three children.
Gareth Roberts, defending, said “My
client continues to assert that what
he was doing was innocent, although
upon reflection he accepts that he
“overstepped the mark” and must be

punished for it”. He accepted that the
touching was a “massive breach of
trust” since the women were not expecting anything other than learning
how to drive. The defendant says it was
touching over the clothing, which the
women described as “creepy and inappropriate”.
The judge says he took into consideration Delabertouche’s clean record
and age, but that the number of offenses made a prison sentence necessary.
However, the sentence was suspended.
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GUN CONTROL IN THE UNITED STATES
Why Change Never Takes Place

The signing of the United States Constitution took place on the 17th of September 1787,
illustrated here in Howard Chandler Christy’s Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States.

by CONOR SAVAGE

T

he following names have all
become infamous for the same
reason: Columbine, Virginia
Tech, Fort Hood, Aurora and Sandy
Hook. They are all sites of massacres
carried out using firearms within the
United States. Columbine saw two students attack their fellow classmates,
killing 12 of them along with 1 teacher.
Virginia Tech had one student shoot
and kill 32 people using two hand-

candidates, were given $20 million in
campaign sponsorship. The NRA has
opposed, and will oppose, all calls for
gun control, regardless of whether or
not they are logical. Whilst they release statements in the aftermath of
these tragedies, they never act. They
even suggest both illogical, pro-gun
solutions, to situations which obviously cannot be resolved this way. For
instance, in the immediate aftermath
of Sandy Hook, they called for armed
guards to be placed within schools.

SANDY HOOK SAW TWENTY CHILDREN SHOT AND KILLLED
ALONG WITH SIX TEACHERS IN AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
guns. Fort Hood saw 13 people killed
in the worst attack on a US military
base in history. Aurora saw 12 people killed watching a movie premiere.
Sandy Hook saw 20 children shot and
killed along with 6 teachers in an elementary school. After each of these
events there was a significant call for
national gun control, yet no significant
progress has ever been made. Whilst
this could be potentially put down to
cultural inertia, there is a very active
pro-gun group that wishes to see no
gun regulation brought in.
The National Rifle Association is
the greatest opponent to gun control
within the US. The NRA has membership of less than 1% of the population
of the US yet it controls an influence
completely out of proportion to its
numbers. It is one of the strongest lobbyist groups in Congress, with an estimated $200 million in funding annually. In the last election, those scoring
highly on the NRA’s scorecard system,
designed to help voters distinguish
pro-gun candidates from anti-gun

They are trying to fight gun crime with
guns, instead of taking the logical step
of better regulating guns, they wish to
turn every school into the Wild West.
However there is another side to this
argument, taking aside the illogical
ranting of the NRA. Guns are a significant part of the US cultural fabric.
The independence of the US was built
using firearms. This has placed them
in a seemingly irremovable place as
a cornerstone of the foundation of
their nation. This is what differs from
the rest of the Western world. The nations of Europe were founded when
the primary weapons of choice were
swords, shields and bows, items which
we now prize in our museums. The US
however was founded in the time of
gunpowder based weaponry, so they
prize firearms as the tools of rebellion,
which led to their independence. So
whereas after massacres take place in
other Western nations, for example
Dunblane in the UK, which led to a
complete ban on handguns, when they
take place in the US, it is seen as a trag-

edy, but any calls for gun control are
seen as an infringement of their citizens hard earned rights.
The NRA has one defence which
they consistently fall back on: the Second Amendment. They claim that any
regulation of firearms is an affront to
their ‘Constitutional rights’, which in
this case is at least partially right. The
Second Amendment to the US Constitution does grant its citizens the
‘right to bear arms’, but it is when the
amendment is read in full that the case
for no gun regulation unwinds. The
Second Amendment of the US Constitution reads, in full: “A well regulated
militia being necessary to the security
of a free state, the right of the people
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed”. So whilst it grants its citizens
to bear arms, it is only for the reason
that the US may come under force of
invasion and militias may be required
to repel it. At the time of signing this
was a very real concern for the US,
British re-invasion was a tangible
threat. However in this day and age,

to ten rounds.
- An introduction of background
checks on all gun purchases. Currently gun purchases at gun shows and
between a private seller and buyer, do
not require a background check.
- A ban on armour piercing rounds;
these are fatal to armoured police officers and security personal.
- An introduction of harsher penalties for illegal gun traffickers, to discourage gun trafficking.
- An introduction of harsher penalties for illegal gun traffickers, to discourage gun trafficking.
However whether or not these manage to get through congress is up in the
air. The extreme opposition the NRA
pose may once again prove to be too
much. Most gun control advocates
had hoped that the quick succession
of Aurora and Sandy Hook may have
led the NRA to alter its view to gun
control, or at the very least allow some
concessions to pass, but it appears
this has been too big a hope. It seems
that for the time being, regardless of

A WELL REGULATED MILITIA BEING NECESSARY TO THE
SECURITY OF A FREE STATE, THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO
KEEP AND BEAR ARMS SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED
the idea that the US may be invaded,
and that the US military, the largest
military in the world, may require militias made up of survivalists to repeal
it, is ludicrous.
President Obama currently has a
number of proposals that he wishes to
implement:
- Reintroduce the expired ban on
assault weapons, which expired in
2004.
- Limit the size of weapon magazines

what takes place, the NRA will not allow change. The only way change will
take place then, is if common sense
prevails, and party boundaries are
crossed. Whether or not those in Congress can escape the weight the NRA
has placed on them, is anyone’s guess.
GOT YOUR OWN VIEWS ON
GUN CONTROL? SEND THEM
TO politics@seren.bangor.ac.uk

9960
11
7
is the number of people
killed with firearms in
the US in 2010.

assassination attempts
have been made on US
Presidents using firearms

states have regulation
on the ownership and
purchase of assault
weapons.

40%

of gun purchases in the
United States take place
without a background
check.

21%

of people said they
owned a personal firearm in 2010
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COMMENT

IDA VÄISÄNEN

Finland, Finland
Finland!

#CUT4BEIBER
by NICOLA HOBAN

I

f you are a Twitterer, or a Tweeter,
or whatever it is that people with a
Twitter account are called, then at
the beginning of the New Year it would
have been impossible for you to have
missed the trend which struck a nerve
with the users of the social media site.
#CutForBieber, the trend that just kept
on trending, forced celebrities like Miley Cyrus to take to Twitter and protest
against the sick campaign; the young
actress retweeted @officialCANCER
saying: “#cutforbieber? Cutting is
NOT something to joke about. There
are people who are actually suffering
from self-harm, this is so disrespectful”.
Started by users of the website 4chan,
some idiotic internet trolls began the
campaign for a joke, posting: “Let’s
start a cut yourself for Bieber campaign. Tweet a bunch of pics of people

cutting themselves and claim we did
it because Bieber was smoking weed”.
Some Twitter users found it amusing
and started posting pictures of themselves cutting the grass, or some cake,
saying: “#cut for bieber. Am I doing it
right?”

started posting pictures of their cut
wrists, tweeting posts like: “#CutForBieber you stop using drugs and we’ll
stop cutting”, “It hurts but I do it for my
Justin! #CutForBieber”, and even one
that read, “#CutForBieber Sorry for
not being able to write your name on

Whilst some of the accounts posting pictures of their slit wrists with
the hashtag were fake, there were still
some young Bieber fans who took to
Twitter believing the campaign was a
genuine act started by other fans and

there”, alongside a photo of her bloodied wrist. Fans continued to tag Bieber
in Tweets in what could be considered
to be desperate attempts to catch the
pop sensation’s attention, after he was
recently photographed smoking a

‘suspicious-looking’ cigarette that is
believed to have been weed.
I became aware of the #CutForBieber
trend after it came across my Twitter
feed, and upon seeing Tweets and photos from teenage girls with their slit
wrists, and furthermore people making a joke out of those who were self
harming, I was absolutely disgusted.
To be trending and thus promoting
self-harming, especially for a cause
such as attempting to save Bieber from
his ‘drug addiction’, was doing nothing
to actually help the true victims of selfharming. Making a joke out of selfharming is going to do nothing but
trivialise a very serious matter; there
are many misconceptions surrounding self harm and this campaign does
nothing but add to them. Self-harm is
not a joking matter, nor should it be
treated as such.

Bangor’s email conundrum
Out with the ancient, in with the new... maybe

by MATT JACKSON

E

arlier in December, many of us
heard that Bangor were finally
planning on replacing the ridiculously out-of-date e-mail system, but
before you start rejoicing (yep, rejoicing), first comes several annoyances.
Along with a slow implementation of
the new system there is a lack of student opinion – yay – and the loss of email forwarding – yay.
The latter is a huge loss, being able
to forward my university emails to my

gmail meant that I could have annoying little notifications that force me to
check my inbox and read my emails on
an easy to use, readable platform like
gmail; does anyone really like old fashioned outlook? Honestly?
Some departments currently champion the idea of forwarding your
emails, if you have everything in one
place they’re more likely to be checked,
right? IT Services seemed to have
dropped the ball on this idea, conveniently citing “security issues” as their
main concern and reason for phasing

it out.
As it stands we should eventually
be getting a new email system, hopefully it will arrive, hopefully we’ll know
roughly when - hopefully. There’s a
plethora of systems for them to choose
from, gmail and outlook to name a
couple. No matter what finally gets
picked, it will be an improvement on
the old, outdated, clunky system we
currently have to put up with.
Many students are, however, not very
happy that we haven’t really been told
about this. These decisions seem to

have been made without taking student opinion into account. Not much
has been said about it bar a few facebook posts; and somewhere along the
line there was a survey somewhere.
Whilst it’s always good to see a
change, and the e-mail system that’s
been around longer than I have is well
overdue a replacement, hopefully we’ll
hear more information about what is
going on; and it would have been nice
to be told in advance that e-mail forwarding was soon to be no more.

Ida is an international
student working in liasion
with the international office.
Every issue she’ll write
about her experiences in
Bangor.
So I did the same thing as most
of you and went home for the
holidays. I was overjoyed and terrified at the same time. What if
something is terribly different?
What if I don’t know how to act
anymore? I don’t have the normal
topics of discussion in use since I
haven’t seen the local television
shows or magazines for over three
months. At the airport I start running into people who speak my
language; hearing the familiar expressions feels miraculous. I’m too
scared to say something back, let
be known that I’m one of them. I
just wander around like a secret
agent and let the stewardess be
surprised when she first starts a
discussion in English and I let her
know it’s not necessary. When the
plane finally arrives to the airport
and the captain welcomes us to
Helsinki I feel this sudden wave of
emotion. Thank you, it’s nice to be
here.
First I feel like a tourist. Damn it’s
cold. And so much snow! The first
one to greet me when I finally get
home is my cat, who usually hates
human contact, she even gives a
tiny purr when I pick her up. I curl
up on the couch with snacks I had
missed for three months, Karelian
pies with cheese. I’m exhausted
but suddenly surrounded by familiarity. I’m at home. I spend the
next few days with family and
friends, taking back the closeness
I had been left out of.
But no-one prepared me for
what would come next: the feeling of constantly being out of
place. I was finally with the people
I had missed while at uni, but suddenly started missing the ones I
had left there. While in town the
feeling is the worst. Everyone else
has some place to go except me.
They all have a life there, I don’t.
Suddenly I realise that in just
three months my life has changed
place, and that the longing never
stops - it just changes target. It’s
just something you have to deal
with while living abroad. But I
think what my friend said was
true: Missing something proves
that you love. And I should be
lucky to be surrounded by that
much love.
While we’re all back here, why
not check this month’s International Student Newsletter to see
what’s going on? http://bit.ly/
seren0801
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LET THE HOUSING HUNT
COMMENCE
OUR resident troublemaker, Sinnead Towey,
gives you th e low down
on student housing; with
tips on what to look out
for, how to save money,
and stay safe! She also
shares some of your
horrific, but sometimes
funny tales of town-house
torture. So sponge it all
up to ensure a succesful,
mold-free house hunt this
semester!

IT’S that time of the year again, when

Information Sessions are
held in MALT at 6.30pm on
January 23rd, 28th and 30th

Free housing security packs
will be available at the info
sessions – includes alarms, electricity timers, information on
fire and crime prevention etc.
Shôn, VP Education & Welfare is available to come and
view houses with you if you’re
unsure what to keep an eye out
for!

we have to start thinking about our
housing. As most of you second
and third years know, this can be a
very stressful process. There are lots
of things to consider when you’re
looking for your new home, so here
is some friendly words, top tips and
pointers for those of you that are
dreading the housing hunt.
SU Housing Fortnight runs January 21st - February 1st.
This year, Bangor Students’ Union and the Student Housing Office
bring you Housing Fortnight once
again! With the housing lists being
released on January 28th, we want to
make sure that you’re as prepared as
you can be when you go house hunting for 2013-14! With this in mind,
we’ve arranged a few things to help
you out!
Info sessions will be held in MALT

(Main Arts Building) at 6.30pm on
Wednesday 23rd, Monday 28th and
Wednesday 30th to give you hints
and tips on what to keep an eye out
for, what questions to ask when you
go to view a house and how to make
sure that you’re getting what you
want! If you attend one of these sessions, you’ll also be able to take away
one of our FREE home safety packs,
with window/door alarms, electricity timers and information from the
police and the fire service on how to
keep your house safe!
If you can’t make one of these sessions, or you’re still a bit unsure,
Shôn, your VP Education & Welfare,
will be available all week 28th-1st
to come with you and view a house,
and give you the questions that you
should ask your landlord and the
previous tenants! All you have to do
is email Shôn on shon.prebble@ban-

refused us entry on many occasions.
The two front hobs gave up, even
the washing machine began to cry
after being used and leaked water
everywhere. It seemed that the only

to break in, they must have took one
look at the state of our house and ran
away without taking anything. The
landlord’s response to this was to
leave the house open and empty for

YOUR HORROR HOUSE TALES

gorstudents.com, give him a ring on
01248 388019 (or even 8019 from
phones in Halls!) or pop into the Students’ Union!
Afterwards, why not pop up to
Rathbone to see Amy and Mair, the
University’s Student Housing Officers, who will check through your
contract with you and make sure you
understand everything and that it’s
all fair and above board!
You can also find all the details here
http://bit.ly/seren1001
We look forward to seeing you
there!

Your Students Union

KAYLEIGH’S STORY

“

When the council came round
for their routine check, they got
an unfair portrayal of our house.
We had just spent the last week and
remains of last year’s loan painting and cleaning. Although they
told the landlord to put locks on all
the bedroom doors and to make
Zac’s attic room stairs more accessible, they didn’t get the chance to
tell him that his house was unfit for
human habitation. After the paint
had dried, mold spores sprung from
every room, and in Zac’s case, covered a whole wall. The broken door
handle conspired with the lock and

IF WE DON’T LIKE IT WE CAN GIVE HIM A
MONTH’S NOTICE AND GET OUT”
things happy to live there were the
slugs that oozed in at night, and the
mold that thrived in the cold. Over
Christmas, the window closest to the
lock was smashed. If someone tried

another night “and if we didn’t like it
we can give him a month’s notice and
get out.”
When everyone was back, we did
just that. Zac was greeted by his once

up the hill to the university without
fainting. After a round of antibiotics
that didn’t help, a doctor tested my
lungs and discovered that I was only

then I discovered the true extent of
this problem (see pictures). I was later
wrongly diagnosed with asthma, due
to the bad cough; it then took several

white bed covers which were now
green with mold. I feel sick that he’d
been breathing that in all this time. A
word to the wise for fresher’s, our £47
a week house was cheap for a reason,
you’ll get what you pay for.
Weird, white, fluffy mold appeared
outside the bathroom, and the end
of Zacs duvet looks like it had been
dipped in something! We couldn’t
believe it when we went up to his
room and it had gone green! It was
only left 2 and half weeks!! The pillow shown in the picture wasn’t even
touching any walls, so it had been in
the air, and he’d been breathing it in!”

EMMAS’ STORY

U

nfortunately, I have experienced first-hand the serious
health effects mold can have.
Not just green “growing-on-everything” mold, but the spores that float
around in the air too. Because mold
is airborne, simply cleaning it away
only provides a short term solution.
Symptoms of mold poisoning are
similar to the common cold including a runny nose, sore throat, coughing and tiredness.
Before discovering the extent of
the mold, I was so ill I could not walk

IF YOU ARE UNLUCKY, YOU MIGHT BE TAKEN TO
COURT.”
using half of my normal lung capacity. A third doctor then suggested
that the symptoms provided could
be related to exposure to mold. It was

weeks before the sore throat got better. My lung capacity was not fully restored until after three months after
leaving the house. A health inspector

From left to right: mold-ridden bags and pillows, and a
suspiciously unsecure front door

concluded the mold to be “harmless”
and was related to a condensation
problem; despite mold growing on
walls, the bed, shoes, jewellery and
other belongings.
A situation like this might be tricky
to solve with your landlord or lady. If
you are unlucky, you might be taken
to court. Student regulations should
be on your side should this happen,
but if a health inspector has decided
it to be
“harmless” this might complicate
the situation.
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TOP 10 TIPS FOR HOUSE HUNTING
IN BANGOR

Choose Carefully
Living with people can put a strain on
even the best of relationships. Make sure you
take your time making your decision, even the
best of friendships can be put to the test when
you are living in a constant, close proximity to
someone

Check it out!
Once you have signed your contract,
you have entered a legal agreement, there is no
turning back, so make sure you book a viewing. It’s always a good idea to talk to the people
already living there, away from scary landlords.
There is no stopping you from knocking on the
door to make an appointment, they will understand, they were in the same position.
Landlords for justice!
Giving them a large portion of your student finance, doesn’t make them bad people!
It is important to familiarise yourself with your
landlord. Knowing their name and contact details are essential, you never know when you
might need them

Be Ruthless, not roof-less.
Make sure you check the outside of
the property also! The outside can be just as, if
not more important. Dodgy guttering, missing
roof tiles and poorly insulated windows can be
the sign of problems to come. Be aware that
a build-up of rubbish or unwanted materials
could attract some unwanted visitors

Financial Awareness Will Pay Off!
If your bills aren’t included, it’s probably
a good idea to ask previous tenants roughly
how much they are spending! Water, internet
and gas bills can all add up to a heavy sum on
top of your rent payments.
Don’t Let Rash Decisions Dampen
Your Spirits
Damp appears to be one of the most
common issues for us students here in Bangor,
this can lead to some nasty mold scenarios!

Typical signs that can identify rising damp include:
•
Tide marks on the walls up to 1 metre
caused by evaporation and salts from
the ground.
•
Damp patches and staining about 1 metre up a wall from the ground
•
Wallpaper coming off or peeling from
the wall
•
Decayed skirting boards
•
If it is the case that your damp problem is
on the first floor or above, it may be that
you have a condensation problem or a
penetrating damp issue.

There’s No Smoke Without Fire
Always check that fire alarms and
smoke detectors are not only fitted, but also
in a good working condition. Make yourself
aware of any fire extinguishers or blankets that
are available to you, it’s always best to prepare
you for the worst.

False promises
If there are adjustments that need to be
made to the property, make sure you discuss
them with the landlord. By asking the landlord
to put any promises he/she has made in writing
ensures that the tasks will be completed and
you won’t be left feeling cheated.

Safety Is Key!
Check all locks on windows and doors.
You would be surprised how many students
have complained about faulty doors and
dodgy locks. Don’t forget that previous tenants
may have duplicated keys, so you are within
your right to ask for locks to be changed!

Peer Pressure is a friend you don’t
need
Just because you are hearing other
people have secured their homes, doesn’t
mean you should rush into a contract. Alternative accommodation is available and you won’t
end up homeless! Stay looking, and don’t settle
for anything less than a clean and secure home.

BE FINANCIALLY
PREPARED FOR
YOUR NEW HOME

T

here are a few financial issues
that you should look into before making any decisions. You
should first of all make sure the rent
amount is within your price range,
but be careful, if bills are not included in your rent. You should work out
the average weekly payment for all
your bills and add this to your rent
price, this may surprise you as it can
make a significant difference. If you
are content with the financial agreement, it is then important to secure

your deposit. If the landlord requires
a deposit, it is important to find out
how much. This can usually come
at an inconvenient time, and preplanning is essential. It’s also worth
mentioning that some landlords
require a summer retainer. This may
come in handy as you can use your
new home to store your belongings
over the summer, but can also be an
inconvenience to those of you that
have no intentions of spending a
summer in Bangor.

PRICELSS HINTS
FOR SAVING CASH
Don’t leave your heating on all day when no-one is home – use the
timer.
Turn on the lights when you’re out of the room and try to use Energy
Saving bulbs.
Close the curtains at night.
Don’t leave appliances on standby.
Only fill your kettle to the level required.
Use a “half-load” setting on your washing machine when appropriate (a 30° temperature will usually be acceptable for washing most
clothes, but make sure you read and follow the care labels, and always separate your white clothes from your coloured clothes!).
Make sure you send your Certicate of Attendance (obtained from
Student Records) to the local Council to prove that you are exempt
from Council Tax (full-time students only).
Get a TV Licence – don’t risk a fine!
Try to go shopping with your housemates and buy in bulk, this can
save you money.
Take advantage of student discounts in High Street shops – just
show your student card.
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NOW HIRING
BANGOR STUDENTS’ UNION

THE ORGANISATION

Bangor Students’ Union is a proactive,
creative employer, constantly looking to uncover fresh approaches and
new ideas. We exist to help shape our
students’ experiences, to speak out
and correct unfairness and provide
the conditions for all of our members to thrive within the University.

PRESIDENT
Co-ordinator of the sabbatical team; speaks on behalf of
the student body to the University and local community;
leads on campaigns relating
to education funding, access
to university and Bangor’s academic facilities; lead officer
responsible for the SU budget.

VP EDUCATION
AND WELFARE
Works with the academic representation unit to help resolve
students’ academic problems;
leads on campaigns around
issues of both housing and
student health; holds responsibility for course representative programme on behalf
of the union and university.

THE PEOPLE

We’re looking for enthusiastic and imaginative students to lead the development
and activities of the organisation. You already have all of the experience that you
need, that of being a student at Bangor.
You will have ideas about improving the
lives of students in Bangor and the passion
to work hard to see those ideas realised.

VP SOCIETIES
AND COMMUNITY
Co-ordinates the administration, planning and logistics
of all of the union’s societies;
encourages student involvement in extra-curricular activity; assists in the creation
of new societies; runs events
and campaigns to integrate
the student and local communities; supports the work
of Student Volunteering
Bangor; leads on the ‘Love
Bangor’ community project.

VP SPORT AND
HEALTHY LIVING
Runs the Athletic Union and is
the key contact for sports clubs; liaises with British Universities and
Colleges Sport (BUCS); leads on
the administration, planning and
logistics of all competitive and
non-competitive sporting activities; runs events and campaigns to
encourage students to lead healthier and more active lifestyles.

ENLIST
TODAY!

WWW.BANGORSTUDENTS.COM

THE SUPPORT

We will ensure that you are
trained and supported throughout your time working in the
SU. In return for your ideas,
energy and leadership you will
receive a modest living allowance and developmental experiences that will last you a lifetime.

Apply Now!
Interested candidates
should visit
www.bangorstudents.com
to nominate themselves
for election.
All registered Bangor students can stand and the
election will take place in
March 2013.
Deadline for nominations
is February 8th.
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IT’S that time of year again when we will be asking you to nominate staff from
your school for one of the SU’s Student-Led Teaching Awards. The Award’s
ceremony will be taking place on the 24th April this year and nominations for
each of the categories will be opening in the next couple of weeks. Watch this
space for a full list of categories and how to nominate.

H

ere at Bangor Students’ Union, we believe that you’ve
got the power to run your
Union, your clubs and societies,
and to change your time in Bangor for the better. We’re passionate
about helping you get the most out
of your time in Bangor, and so we’re
keen to let you know all the fantastic
opportunities that your Students’ Union offers you to get involved. So, in
week 2, from the 4th-8th of February,
we’re going to spend a whole week
letting you know about all the exciting opportunities, and how you can
get involved. Each day will have a different theme – although we’ll be out
and about all week, and will happily
chat about all the ways you can get
involved.
On Monday, the Union will be
promoting the Sabbatical officer
elections. As you can see above,
this is your opportunity to run your
Students’ Union, and to improve the
student experience in Bangor.
Tuesday is Senate day. We’ll be out
and about Bangor with your elected
Senators, letting you know how you
can change what the Union is doing,
and how you can make sure that
we’re working for you. At 6.45pm
we’ll be holding a Senate which will
be, as always, open for all students,
so that you can come and make sure
that your Students’ Union is working
for you!

On Wednesday, we’ll be focusing
on representation. Find out about all
the ways that you can have your say
on your time in Bangor, from Course
Reps to Senate, as well as how
you can help improve things like
the Library. We’ll be visiting all the
different sites across the University,
finding out what issues you are
having, as well as what’s going
really well. To do this, we’ll be taking
around our newly launched annual
survey, so that we know what the
big issues are, as well as promoting
the Students Led Teaching Awards –
your chance to recognise excellent
teaching in the University.
Thursday we’ll be looking at our
student led activities, like clubs and
societies. We’ll find out what your
dream for your group is, and we’ll let
you know how you can get involved
in improving things. And if you’ve
got a hobby that we don’t have a
group for, we’ll let you know how to
set one up!
Friday is the nominations deadline
for the sabbatical elections – so you
can finish off your manifestos and
get them handed in!
So we look forward to chatting with
you shortly, and letting you know
that you’ve got the power

28TH February
Academi

HEALTHY
LIVING WEEK
LEADING up to this year’s Varsity
event in Aberystwyth, your Students’
Union will be holding the annual
healthy living week.
The event will kick off with a Dodgeball tournament on Sunday 10th February. The tournament will be held in
Maes Glas and if you want to take
part then contact your VP Sport and
Healthy Living.
Monday will then see a healthy living themed Bar Uno quiz with rounds
on the week, sports and varsity.
Throughout the week you will
see your Athletic Union committee around Bangor as they arrange
lunchtime walks as well as a walk to
Treborth on Wednesday and perhaps
a few more that are to be arranged.
In the spirit of promoting healthy
living and eating the committee will
also be selling fruit pots around Bangor for just 50p!

Healthy
living
week won’t just focus
on the
physical though, mental health will
also play an important part in the
week’s events.
Listen out for the podcasts by your
Students’ Union and come and help
promote the importance of healthy
living.
How about just opting to take a
week off alcohol in the runup to the
Varsity event on the 16th? Or why
don’t you get involved with the intramural sports?
There’s plenty of things you can
do to join in though healthy living
should be a lifestyle and not just a
week! Together lets promote this!
For information on the week’s activities keep an eye on the Students’
Union Facebook page, Twitter or get
in touch with Emyr.

http://bit.ly/seren90s
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SOCIETIES
Cooking up a
storm

Do you like cooking? What about
baking? OR perhaps you just want to
learn! Which ever it is, you’ll love us!
You do not have to have ANY previous experience to join this society!
Swap Recipes, share meals,
chat,eat,laugh & BE HAPPY! We welcome all levels, all tastes and all skills.
Get involved in our upcoming
events such as bake off, international
food week, perhaps even Come dine
with me, baking crash courses and
LOADS MORE! Feel free to give us any
tips or ideas you have - email bucas@
bangorstudents.com.

Looking for
love?

LOOKING for love this Valentine’s
Day? Or simply want a night of entertainment? Then Blind Date hosted
by Bangor Ladies GAA is definitely
for you! If you think it couldn’t get
bigger or better than last year...then
think again! Come and join in the
action at 7pm in Bar Uno on Tuesday 12th February. Or, if you would
rather participate in the show email
chua12@bangor.ac.uk or peuc79@
bangor.ac.uk for more details. Looking forward to seeing you all there for
a night of fun and frivolities!

Think you can
do better?

WE know it’s hard to feel anything
but admiration and lust for our beloved Seren; but if you’ve ever read
an issue and thought to yourself, “I
could do better” then why not come
and prove it! We’re always looking for inspired writers, hawk-eye
proofreaders and sleek designers. If
you think you’re one or more of the
above then Wednesday nights could
soon change your life. That’s when
we meet: 6pm in the Students’ Union.
We’re a hospitibal bunch, honest, so
be sure to sign your life away as soon
as possible!

Could you live
like an asylum
seeker?

HAVE you ever wondered what it
would be like to live as an asylum
seeker? Prohibited from getting a
job, unsure of your status as a resident and given a measly living allowance. Bangor University student,
Martyn Curzey, will be trying it out
and writing for Seren about it. Limiting himself to the same restrictions
enforced on asylum seekers he will
attempt to live for a whole week on
£5 a day.

Arabian nights

BEDS presents ‘Arabian Nights’: It
is wedding night in the palace of
King Shahrayar. By morning, the new
Queen Shaharazad is to be put to
death, like a thousand young brides
before her. She has only one gift that
could save her - the gift of storytelling. But will her silver-tongued stories be enough to enchant her husband and save her life? Performed in
JP Hall 8th, 9th and 10th February,
7:30pm. Tickets £5/£4 concessions.
www.facebook.com/BedsPerformArabianNights for more information.

T

Get involved with unity’s
“it gets better” video

he It Gets Better project kicked
off in 2010 by American columnist and author Dan Savage,
when he and his partner, Terry Miller,
made a video. This video was aimed at
the thousands of LGBT youth worldwide who face daily harassment, torment and bullying. The video showed
them they are not alone, they shouldn’t
be afraid and that things will get better.
Since then it has become a worldwide
phenomenon with celebrities, politi-

cian, organisations, activists, media
personalities and even the President of
the United States all making videos encouraging LGBT youth. And very soon,
Unity Bangor will be joining them!
February is LGBT History Month,
and to celebrate, Unity Bangor, with
a lot of help from SSP media, will be
creating the first bilingual “It Gets
Better” video. That’s right, this year
Unity Bangor are going to make history. This video will then be put up

on youtube for the world to see.
And, of course, we want you to
get involved! Doesn’t matter if you
are a student, a member of staff
or a local resident of Bangor, we’d
love for you to be filmed telling the
youth of the world that “It Gets Better” (or “Mae’n Mynd yn Well”)!
If you want to get involved, the
best thing to do is email our Campaign Coordinator, Chris, at lgbt.
campaigns@bangorstudents.com, or

coming and speaking to any of our
committee. You can do that either
by shouting “Oi Unity Committee
member” at one of us in the street, or
coming to one of our committee meetings, the first of which is at 7:30pm
in Bar Uno on Tuesday 29th January.
And as always, you should like our
facebook page at www.facebook.com/
UnityBangor, to keep up to date with
the latest news, events and campaigns.

and achieved another major first as
the only society in Bangor University
to open its event doors to all residents
of the city of Bangor in general and
yet we didn’t charge a penny for entry! Surprised? O yes, we did give an
open invitation to all Bangor University students irrespective of nationality, as well as all residents of the city of

of blacks in the history of events
hosted by the Afro-Caribbean Society. The turnout was breath-taking!!!
Not only did we know that we did
exceptionally well in the past year,
the Media wing of the Student Union
no doubt felt our impact by not only
obliging the request of the P.R.O for a
newspaper showcase, but they, out of

cess of which it indeed was; hold your
breath and get set because the later is
surely going to be greater than the former as it only gets best from here on. O
yes ‘best’ because we at the Afro-Caribbean Society do not believe in ‘good’
or ‘better’, it is always ‘best’ or ‘best’,
we do not even settle for ‘nothing’.
Lots more to be happy about is that
this year is Graduation Year for most
of the team who worked day and night
in the past year to write the name
‘Afro-Caribbean Society’ into the history books as a result our multiple
firsts on many fronts. Let no one get
sober, for we are not leaving soon. We
are going to be around till towards
year-end and with the collective spirit
of all members of the society, we are
not going to aim for any more firsts
in Bangor in this New Year, as we
have achieved it all. Rather, this year
2013 would be a year where we would
take another stroll into the history
books and engrave our society in the
minds and hearts of all forever with
achievements such that has never been
achieved by any University Society
in the whole of the United Kingdom.
Once again, Happy New Year and
best wishes.

AFRO-CARIBBEAN
SOCIETY

A

Press Release from the Office
of the Public Relations Officer (Afro-Caribbean Society)
I humbly welcome back each and
every member of the Afro-Caribbean
Society (Bangor) from the holidays.
Last year was a great year for the society as a whole. Not only did we celebrate the Black History Month in Cardiff, we went a step further by bringing
the Black History Event back to Bangor. We couldn’t do any less as the Black
History Month is a period set aside for
the celebration of the black culture and
that’s who we are; #Black & #Proud.
Success begets success and therefore,
basking on the success of the Black
History Month event (Bangor Edition), we moved multiple steps higher
by hosting the most extravagant End
of Year Party ever hosted by any society at Bangor University since 1884.
Our End of Year party was very grand
on so many levels. First being that we
moved away from our conventional
event venue of the 50 person’s capacity Fridd site common-room to the
exclusive Rathbone Dinner hall with a
capacity to house in excess of 300 persons and still we got it filled to the max
on our End of Year party event night.
Secondly, we achieved another first
as the first ever society in Bangor University to have its party listed on the
official website of the University. Yet
we didn’t stop there. We went further

Images from the society’s end of year party
Bangor without any entry charge. Your
mind might be wandering right now
but that’s the reality, Afro-Caribbean
Society (Bangor) was indeed ready
and prepared to host the world for
FREE and guess what? We did it! We
showcased the truly welcoming African spirit to the world and we were
glad that they came in their good numbers and were all completely satisfied.
We recorded another in-house
success at the End of Year party by
having the largest ever turn-out

their own accord, went ahead to give
us a full-page showcase in the December edition of the most widely read
college newspaper in the whole of England and Wales (Seren Newspaper).
Our successes as a society in the past
year are so numerous that they all
cannot go into one press release and
would require hundreds of daily editions if we had to put all in text and
even at that, we would still not be done.
Looking on from the above, if you
thought that last year was a major suc-

Eta Uso,
Public Relations Officer
(2012/2013),
Afro-Caribbean Society Bangor
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This Issue, Seren’s
roving reporters Pippa
and Robyn try their
hands, feet and whole
bodies at Cheerleading
and The Snow.

Robyn:

I

t’s just ‘Atmospheric water vapor frozen
into ice crystals and falling in light white
flakes or lying on the ground as a white
layer.’ Now we’re clear on it, chill out everyone!
So, as we all know, Bangor has been the
centre of a ‘Day after Tomorrow’’-like ice age.
Due to this, Pippa and I struggled to sort
out a society to cover as cancellations were
rife and the 3 powdery inches had people
snowed in. So while Canada was under 30ft
of snow this weekend, we had extensions in
the Schools of Arts, Humanities and Media
due to the ‘severe weather’. But we’re not
complaining, merely marvelling at the annual inability to cope with the weather, and
partaking in the annual tradition of surprise
at this incompetence.
Essentially participating in the luge down
Holyhead Road with a Renault 5 is one
thing, but deciding it might be a good idea
to make a snowman in the ‘snow’ outside
varsity might have been a notch too far in

R

terms of exploiting the snow.
However, true to form and inspired by her
surroundings, Edna our snow-woman had
one hand on her hip, and an alcopop bottle
in her mouth. Her piece-de-resistance was
her casual leaning on a broken railing. Art
at its best. She belongs in the Tate Modern.

Pippa:

I

t was 9pm on Friday night and, staring
forlornly out of the window, I had all but
given up hope of any sign of that longedfor first snowflake. Whilst pictures flooded in
from friends and relatives of them making
snow angels and having ‘the best snowball
fight EVER’, the unfairness of living so close
to Snowdon yet still receiving no snow was
starting to take its toll. Adding insult to injury yet further was a text from my friend on
Anglesey, describing how the school where
she is on placement had had to shut due to
the weather and that she was now snowed
in, just 4 miles from the heart of possibly
the most snow-deprived place in Great Britain. Even the BBC news didn’t seem to understand that their
bulletins exclaiming
over North Wales
coming to a standstill due to the poor
weather
simply
didn’t provide an accurate reflection of
the state of Bangor,

obyn prepared for cheerleading
by watching ‘Bring it on’ and consuming an excessively large chai
latte. Pippa (aka Bambi/The Clumsy
Duckling as she’s also known by those
closest to her), prepared for cheerleading by panicking and pondering
whether her lack of ability to balance
simply when standing still would
hinder her in this particularly gymnastic sport.
Having arrived a bit before the
start of our session, we sat down
to watch the other group perform
their routine, and it was impressive to say the least. A mixture of
lifts and energetic cartwheels, the
girls did it all with a smile on their
faces and seemed to be really enjoy-

which remained, against the odds, indifferent to the chaos surrounding it.
However, our luck was soon to change
as come 10pm, it arrived. The first of what
seemed a torrent of snowflakes, falling from
the sky in ever-increasing abundance. Without a moments thought, I announced this
amazing news to the house and in a flash,
wellies were donned, coats, hats and gloves
pulled on, newspaper laid ready for the wet
clothes (a veteran snow-player thought
ahead on that one) and we were out of the
door, all thoughts of revision banished. With
the compulsory first snowball fight out the
way (with me managing not to hit a single person, no matter how close I got), the
girls got down to the important business
of building a snowman, leaving the boys to
continue pretending they were on Call of
Duty, snowmen-style.
There then ensued an epic snowball
battle against a group of similarly overexcited students, with the girls designated the ‘important’ role of rolling the
snowballs while the boys used their skill
and manliness to throw them, often with

ing themselves. Next it was our turn
and to start off, the coach suggested we
do some cardio - a word which strikes
fear into us as soon as it is uttered. Captain Katie had already warned us that
we would ‘be killed with cardio’ which
was one of the 1st hints at a rather
hardcore sport… possibly more hardcore than women’s rugby and paintball
combined. For the record, the cardio
was do-able, if you’re not spectacularly
unfit like us. The 2 ½ minute sprint as a
WARM UP nearly had us spread eagled
on the floor but following that we did
400m of tiny bunny hops and some
jump repetitions.Then came an interesting concept… the whole time there
is a constant count of 8. As a musician
Robyn should be able to count. At least
to 8. But for some reason the combination of arm, leg and vertical movement
whilst counting was just too much. It
was embarrassing. Thankfully that section passed fairly quickly.
Next followed some lifts and ‘luckily for us’ one of the flyers was missing,
giving us a chance to take her place.
Being the thoughtful friend that Pippa
is, she let Robyn go first and instead
stood on the sideline thanking the Lord
it wasn’t her being lifted 3 metres into
the air. Having never done this before,
Robyn took to it like a natural and was
soon practising the different types of
lift and after some gentle coaxing and
persuasion, Pippa decided to give it a
go too and actually managed to balance (mostly thanks to the bases it has
to be said).

the excuse that they missed
their target because ‘it’s difficult to throw in gloves’.
Sure it is. With the battle over and our fingers numb from the
cold, we retreated to the
safety of the house for some Horlicks and
biscuits, ready for another day of snow antics.

The thing about cheerleading is
that it’s fundamentally underestimated. Proficiency at dance, gymnastics and core strength to rival no others
are all ideal for the particularly flashy
stuff ; Bangor Dragons are a competitive squad. They compete at a national
level all over the UK and still everyone
who tries out gets a place on one of
the two squads. One group is all-girl
and does level 2 stunts, this is a safety
precaution while the Co- Ed group perform at level 3 in competition.
To be honest we found level 2 terrifying enough. First we learnt a ‘prep’,
where 2 people hold your feet to their
chests, these people are called ‘bases’,
and the ‘flyer’, that was us, locks their
bodies straight. If the ‘flyer’ doesn’t
do that it makes the ‘bases’ job
much harder. However, the ‘bases’
have to be stable or the stunts
don’t happen. It’s a lot of pressure. But they don’t seem to be
fazed by it.
Then we learnt a cradle, apt- l y
named as the flyer ends up in an arm
cradle made by the bases. Then there
was the standing on one leg. The side
base had one of Robyn’s feet and was
supported by the back base. At level
3 the bases lift the flyer to extended
arm length.
We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves,
mainly thanks to the inclusive aspect
of the team, so why not check out their
stall next Serendipity and see what you
think, you could be part of one of the
fastest growing sports in the UK.
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FILM
FACTS IN
NUMBERS

700
WIGS MADE

547

WEAPONS MADE

1.42
MINUTES PER
PAGE

99

SETS BUILT

1

WEEK TO FILM
RIDDLES IN THE
DARK

by LJ TAYLOR

F

ar over the misty mountains
cold, to dungeons deep and
caverns old, lies another mountain. The Lonely Mountain, the
mountain under which this Unexpected Journey begins. The Hobbit
sees Peter Jackson’s long overdue return to Middle Earth in a tale packed
with more laughs, more dwarves and
a lot more mischief than the Lord of
the Rings.
Set sixty years before the multi-

of the LotR opening, it is Jackson’s
visual storytelling at its very best.
It was a combination of Tolkien’s genius and Jackson’s translation of that
to screen that made the Lord of the
Rings trilogy such a success. With the
Hobbit, a little more has been left to
the imagination of the writers, a task
they have tackled head-on with the
passion and heart of the Rohirrim.
Whilst it does take a while for the
company to leave the Shire, a swifter
departure wouldn’t have done the
vivacious bunch of dwarves justice.

NARRATED BY HOLM...IT IS JACKSON’S VISUAL
STORYTELLING AT ITS VERY BEST.
Academy Award winning trilogy, The
Hobbit is the story of Bilbo Baggins’
(Martin Freeman) very own adventure, split into three parts.
Bilbo is a well-to-do hobbit who
has a strict no adventures policy. That
is until the wizard Gandalf (Ian McKellen) decides to change it. Twelve
dwarves later and Bilbo is leaving
the Shire to help reclaim the dwarve
homeland, the Lonely Mountain,
from the dragon Smaug. In the company of Thorin Oakenshield (Richard
Armitage), Bilbo and the dwarves
find themselves on the run from
Orcs, encountering trolls and before
the Goblin King.
Shot in a controversial 48 fps
(frames per second), the film wastes
no time fully immersing the audience in Middle Earth. The lavish halls
of the Lonely Mountain are explored
through Jackson’s swooping camera
style before being destroyed in a
very Tolkien-esque dragon attack.
A nice nod to the LotR franchise,
the Hobbit brings Ian Holm’s Bilbo
back to the big screen as he begins
his story. The prelude, which perfectly leads in the Fellowship of the Ring,
also sees the return of Frodo (Elijah
Wood). However, it is the story of
the Lonely Mountain that truly takes
precedence over everything else in
the opening sequences of the movie.
Narrated by Holm, and reminiscent

It is their musical tendencies that
help you strike up an instant respect
and liking for them; one minute they
are singing sorrowfully of their lost
home, the next tossing pots and
plates around the small hobbit hole
because “that’s what Bilbo Baggins
hates!”
Though you probably wouldn’t recognise them behind the beards, the
thirteen dwarves showcase some of
the very best of British talent. Richard
Armitage is of course fantastic as the
stoic leader of the pack: Thorin. He
is the Aragorn of the Hobbit, with a
duty to his people that he will give
his all in order to see his friends once
more under the mountain. Armitage
commands the authority deserving
of Thorin but with a look in his eye
that tells us how much love he has
for the twelve dwarves brave enough
to accompany him on this impossible
quest.
James Nesbitt is just about visible, if
you look really hard, as to-the-point
Bofur, and Being Human’s Aidan
Turner seems to have skipped beard
rehearsals as the youthful Kili. His
brother, and comedy counterpart,
Fili, is played by New Zealand born
actor Dean O’Gorman who stepped
in last minute when ex-Eastender
Rob Kazinsky had to leave the project. It was a shame to see Kazinsky,
an actor with a lot of prospects who

I’ve been following for a number of
years now, leave due to health issues.
O’Gorman however is looking good
with a pirate-like braided beard - and
that’s good enough for me. He also
has that mischievous twinkle in his
eye that Fili and Kili could not have
gone without.
The dwarves of course play an integral role in the narrative but where
would they be without their ‘burglar
hobbit’ Bilbo? (Probably in the stomach of a troll).
Casting the role of the iconic Bilbo
was no small task. Unlike the Lord of
the Rings there was no escape from
the pathetic whining of their leading
hobbit through the use of a hundred
other storylines. And so when it was
revealed that Martin Freeman would
fill the shoes - or rather, oversized
hobbit feet - of Bilbo, it was to mixed
responses. The Brit, known for his
roles in The Office and Sherlock, has
absolutely nailed it. There’s something very British about his portrayal
of the once snooty Bilbo but rather
than annoying, as I found Elijah
Wood’s Frodo, he’s lovable. Freeman’s

The award for the most anticipated
returnee, and scene, unsurprisingly
goes to the brilliant Andy Serkis as he
reprises his role as Gollum (or Smeagol. Or both).
Riddles in the dark, perhaps the
most iconic of Tolkien’s scenes, and
the only appearance of Gollum in
The Hobbit, lives up to the hype.
With Lord of the Rings the team were
basically making up motion capture
technology as they went along, but
with The Hobbit they have been able
to take advantage of technology advancements. Gollum is looking better than ever and Serkis delivers both
the terror and the pity of the strange
character with ease.
The ten minute plus scene was one
of the very first to be filmed. It left
Freeman not only with the challenge
of keeping a straight face whilst being threatened by a skintight mocap suit clad Serkis, but of discovering the character of Bilbo. It is one
of those things that you have to see
to believe, but riddles in the dark is
easily the best scene of the film - and
that’s saying something because The

THERE’S SOMETHING VERY BRITISH ABOUT HIS
PORTRAYAL OF THE ONCE SNOOTY BILBO...

comedic timing works a treat in the
pre-ringwraith days of The Hobbit
and Bilbo’s development is executed
beautifully by him.
One of the most exciting things
about The Hobbit is that it offers the
return of some familiar faces. Not
only do we see old Bilbo and Frodo
but Ian McKellen returns as the mysterious wizard Gandalf, the catalyst
for Bilbo’s adventure. (Frodo’s too I
suppose).
In the heart of Rivendell the companions are greeted by Lord Elrond
(Hugo Weaving) and The White
Council sees a return from the Lady
Galadriel (Cate Blanchett). There’s
also a surprising reappearance from
Christopher Lee’s Saruman.

Hobbit is full of amazing moments.
Despite the lengthy runtime and a
questionable creative choice when
it comes to mountains fighting with
each other, The Hobbit was my movie of 2012.
A lot of footage in The Hobbit
wasn’t really needed for an accurate
retelling of the classic tale but the
backstories and Lord of the Rings
callbacks have created a brilliant adaptation.
I, for one, cannot wait for The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug, and
just maybe I will have gotten around
to finishing the book by the time it
comes out next December.
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TV

New on the
Square
EASTENDERS is set to introduce its
first new family since the Masood’s
nearly five years ago. The characters
and storylines are still very early in
their development but are definitely
going to happen. “It’s a very exciting time to be a resident of Albert
Square.” said Lorraine Newman, the
Executive Producer.

Haven
season 4

MY MAD FAT DIARY
by SEAN TALBOT

I

think the only thing that enticed
me to watch this programme was
the slow-mo advert of a guy being
hit in the face with a sausage. “I want
to find out if there really are any cool
people in Lincolnshire” asks 16-yearold protagonist, Rae Earl. “Probably
not” I thought to myself, but decided
to tune in regardless.
First impressions: Tracy Beaker
meets Skins. Oozing with insecurity,
angst and sexually frustrated humour, it’s certainly an acquired taste
aimed at the younger viewers who
were undoubtedly still in Pampers
when Rae was writing her diary. Con-

sequently, it doesn’t leave you holding on to your sides, though it occasionally boasts some unique and
priceless moments able to give your
funny bone a good tickle: “I look like
minced meat in a condom!” is probably my favourite line from the first
episode - and any show I’ve recently
seen, for that matter.
Set in 1996 (probably the best
thing going for it), we start off in a
psychiatric home just as Rae is being discharged. Plagued with low self
esteem and some severe insecurities,
we follow her as she embarks on a
mission to find cool friends, have sex
and gain confidence, all-the-while
determined not to let her suppos-

edly dubious mental wellbeing get
in the way of having a good time.
From what I gathered from the first
episode, Rae has two main interests:
music and men - specifically men
who can satisfy her “raging horn.”
The openness about sex in My Mad
Fat Diary was surprising, but instead
of another sexy, unrealistic approach
(I’m looking at you, Skins), what this
show has is much more boisterous
and in-your-face. Paired with the issue of mental health and insecure
adolescents, a lot of people, young
and old, will no doubt relate to the
challenges facing Rae.
I was reluctant to switch over to My
Mad Fat Diary; with initial fears of a

bad attitude towards mental health,
and the ever-present ‘not-anotherSkins’ worry, I wasn’t expecting to be
looking forward to the second episode. If you haven’t already, I’d catchup on this - if only for the nostalgic
soundtrack (including: Eels, Oasis,
Pulp, Blur and Beastie Boys) and the
refreshing setting of a pre-Facebook
era. Most of us were probably trading Pokémon cards in 1996, not yet
old enough to partake in underage
drinking, nor old enough to have
developed a lust for everything and
anything sexual, but this insight into
teenage life in the 90s is a surprisingly cracking piece of television.

SYFY’s Haven will begin shooting
its fourth season in the next few
months. The show’s season three
finale was postponed after the Connecticut shootings last month, as it
featured a school scene that could
have been sensitive to viewers. The
two-part finale aired in the States last
week with the final episode in the UK
on 29th January at 9pm.

Savile
shocker

THE BBC have issued an apology
after an episode of the Tweenies featuring a character imitating Jimmy
Saville was aired this morning (Sunday). The episode was a repeat which
originally aired in 2001. “This programme will not be repeated and we
are very sorry for any offence caused.”
said a statement.

Alphas
cancelled

DESPITE superhero popularity at
the movies Syfy cancel Alphas. The
show had run for two seasons, the
second wrapped up in October. Alphas followed a group of normal
people with superhuman capabilities who solved cases that no one
else was able to. The finale had less
than half the viewership that the season premiere secured.

BBC AFRICA
by ELSPETH RUDD
I think the last David Attenborough
program I watched this religiously
was The Blue Planet, which apparently first aired in 2001 twelve whole
years ago, which either means my
maths is terrible, or I am horribly
old. I caught the odd episode of Frozen Planet last year, but then there
was the whole polar bear debacle,
which wasn’t really a debacle and
got blown way out of proportion,
and that pretty much completes my
Attenborough viewing - until Africa.
So, why am I suddenly avidly

watching Africa every week? It’s because Africa is great, and the amount
of shots that look exactly like the
opening scenes of The Lion King is
glorious. Everyone’s favourite narrator (bar Morgan Freeman) is as awesome as ever, informative, but you
can also clearly tell he has favourites.
The series is focussing on telling new
stories about lesser known animals,
so there are less lions out hunting
wildebeest, and more badass lizards
that sneak up to sleepy lions and
catch the flies on them. When we
do see well known animals, we see
whole new sides to them and also

learn important life lessons, such as
“never, ever pick a fight with a giraffe”
and “that bird is lying so it can steal
your food”.
There has been some criticism of
Africa, as some people feel the music is being used to manipulate their
emotions. This complaint has been
particularly levelled at the second
episode, which shows a pretty horrible scene of a baby elephant dying
of thirst in a barren landscape; but in
my opinion, that would have been a
difficult scene to watch with or without the music. I think a huge plus for
the show is that it captures life in all

its variety, which means while there
will be scenes of death, we also get
to see how life comes back to flourish. In the same episode, we see the
drought ending and all the animals
flooding back to the now lush, green
area (yes, just like in The Lion King).
My one qualm with the show would
be that David Attenborough has not
driven across the Serengeti blasting
out Toto.
Yet.
“I bless the raaains down in
Aaaaaafricaaaa….”

Batmobhow much?

THE ORIGINAL Batmobile from the
1960s TV show has been sold at auction. A customised Lincoln Futura
concept, it went for £2.6m at the
auction in Arizona. It is reported that
the winning bidder was Rick Champagne, a businessman and car collector from the area. The car had remained in the personal collection of
its original customiser George Barris
and was used by Adam West’s Batman.

Noisy TV

ACTOR Bernard Cribbins has criticised modern children’s TV for being “too noisy”. Cribbins has recently
starred in Doctor Who and has a new
tv show called Old Jack’s Boat. He
claims that TV takes advantage of CGI
technology too much.
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GAMES
A new
generation
WE could see the reveal of the nextgen consoles as early as June, reports
MCV. The source, quoted as “exemplary” and “100% concrete”, says that
the reveal would tkae placed at the
E3 conference. The reveal could be
as little as a simple announcement
and does not seem unlikely for Microsoft’s X Box. For Sony however, it
would contradict their ‘ten year plan’
for the lifespan of their current console the Playstation 3.

Finally!
Dragons!
SKYRIM DLC will finally make its
way to the Playstation 3 console next
month. All three expansions, Dragonborn, Hearthfire and Dawnguard
will be released. Prior to the launch
Bethesda will also release the 1.8
update on the console. This comes
after Bethesda previously stated that
Dawnguard may never make it to the
console due to “potentially unsolvable issues”.

Developers
down

CODEMASTERS the UK company
behind the F1 game series and Dizzy:
Prince of the Yokfolk have laid off 80
developers. The layoffs come after
an internal reoganisation. They have
had to “... decrease resources in areas that are not delivering value for
the business” Codemasters said in a
statement. They currently have studios in Warwickshire and Birmingham,
United Kingdom and Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia and the restructure is not
company wide. It will not effect any
games already in development.

TRYING TO LE-GO OF THE PAST
by LJ TAYLOR

A

s a child getting the boxes of
Lego out was always one of
my favourite pastimes. I could
spend hours either following instructions to create the latest Star Wars
model or days letting my imagination create a haunted hotel. In the
last decade, Lego has made a name
for itself in the video gaming industry capturing the imaginations of a
new generation in quite a different
way.
I always thought a Lego video
game would be right up my street.
Unfortunately not. I cannot see what
all the fuss is about.
It was Lego Star Wars that really
kicked off the reign of the Lego game.
With the release of the final Star Wars
movie, in 2005, Lego stepped straight
into the gap they would leave. Lego
as well as Star Wars had always been
popular, so the collaboration made
complete sense.
It sounds stupid but the reason
Lego Star Wars didn’t work for me
was that I didn’t understand it. While
my five-year-old cousin took out a
fleet of droids I was stuck trying to

work out how to jump. It was almost
as if it was too simple for me to grasp.
Star Wars had always been about
more than lightsaber battles and
space chases for me. The characters
had meant something, the story was
a part of my childhood. However, as
I watched my cousin step in and out
of the iconic cantina bar which held
no more significance to him than
which mission to choose next, I felt
as though the whole point of Star

terest. But then came The Avengers
- or should I say Lego Marvel Super
Heros. If it hadn’t had such a stupid
name then it may have been the one.
It wasn’t until a few weeks ago
when an elderly couple asked for
help buying their Grandchildren
video games. It turns out, kids are
difficult to buy for in the time of the
18+ blood soaked shooters of mainstream gaming. That’s when it caught
my eye: Lego Lord of the Rings.

THEY ARE HUNTING ME DOWN...UNTIL I
SURRENDER TO THE WRATH OF THE LEGO BRICK.
Wars was being lost amongst bricks
of Lego.
That was the only time I played
it so I suppose that it might not be
enough for me to judge so harshly.
Recently I’ve noticed more Lego
games cropping up and it certainly
feels as if they are hunting me down,
snapping up every franchise I’ve ever
loved until I surrender to the wrath
of the Lego brick. Harry Potter and
Pirates of the Caribbean stirred no in-

The couple bought it and went
away happily, leaving me intrigued.
I’m not quite sure why, of all the brilliant franchises, Lord of the Rings was
the one that finally made me care.
Perhaps it was the prospect of finally
being able to look a Ringwraith in
the eye if he was made of Lego. Or it
could even have been the prospect
of exploring a variety of Lego scenes
the way they were meant to be explored, with danger, wonder and ad-

and want to make the best decisions
for him and other characters.
Much like most modern games, the
choices made by the player eventually affect the outcome, and largely
dictates what happens throughout
the story arc itself.
Beyond this, the gameplay itself
is fairly simplistic, as you can expect
from a basic point-and-click style.
You walk around the traumatised
America as Lee and explore, whilst
encountering the “walkers” or “biters” ending up in several dangerous
scenarios et cetera. However, the
basic gameplay most certainly gets
trumped by the story.
Telltale’s Walking Dead almost

feels more like a mini-film or interactive TV series than a videogame.
The player can, at times, seem like a
redundant feature, and points of the
game seem to have a fair amount of
conversation; albeit interactive conversation.
Already confirmed to have a second “series”, also with five chapters,
Telltale games will be hoping that
the popularity of The Walking Dead
franchise continues to flourish. Fans
of the series may also be apprehensive about the Terminal Reality Walking Dead game, Survival Instinct,
due out later this year.
Based on popular characters, Daryl
and Merle, trailers were allegedly re-

venture.
All I know is that I have made it my
belated New Years resolution to find
time to play it and give Lego games
a chance. Who knows, maybe I’ll end
up loving it and give all the games a
chance. Or, more likely than not, I’ll
hate it too and swear off Lego forever.
With Lego Avengers (I refuse to call
it anything else) being released to
coincide with the movie and Harry
Potter to go with the release of the final Potter movie and now Lord of the
Rings with the release of The Hobbit
movie, they know exactly how to
cash in on other’s success. Realising
that the money is no longer in overpriced building blocks seems to have
definitely been a good decision for
Lego. The company’s movement into
the video game market is something
that I have to respect, they have
moved on with the times, but I just
hope that they really are doing the
fantastic franchises justice instead of
only making money from them,
As long as the next on the shelf isn’t
Lego Twilight, I’m prepared to give
them that second chance.

Croft for
cheap

THE upcoming Tomb Raider game
will not punish second hand gamers.
The game will not offer a season pass
nor will it charge second hand gamers to access the online mode. It will
be the first in the franchise to offer
multiplayer and is released on March
5th. Crystal Dynamics have also revealed that they will not be releasing
a demo as they do not want to spoil
the story.

Writers
rewarded

SIX video games have been nominatated for Writers Guild Awards.
Uncharted: Golden Abyss, Assassin’s
Creed III, Assassin’s Creed III: Liberation, Halo 4, 007 Legends and Disney’s Epic Mickey 2 are all nominated
in the video game category. This is
the 6th year that the video game
industry has had a presence and
the winners will be announced next
month.

by MATT JACKSON

I

t’s not often an unconventional
type of game wins game of the
year, but 2012’s Telltale pointand-click Walking Dead did just that.
Split into 5 episodes, The Walking
Dead is loosely tied in with the popular comic book series.
The Walking Dead isn’t quite what
you’d expect from most games, especially when you see the title; the
game however has most players
engrossed in not just the gameplay
itself but the story and characterisation. In fact, main character, convict
Lee Everett, and his journey are one
of the main positives of the game.
Players often empathise with Lee

leased over Christmas only for fans
to later find out they were fan made
fakes. The main difference of the
two games is that Survival Instinct is
based on the TV series whereas Telltale’s Walking Dead takes inspiration
and characterisation from the longrunning comic book series.
Rightly so, Telltale’s Walking Dead
has received critical acclaim; it’s absurdly well written and the player
gets a real sense of Lee, he comes
across as a flawed character (well
he WAS a convicted killer), but his
transformation into a father figure
for Clementine is what really keeps
people intensely playing along.

January, 2013 | Seren

19

GADGETS

Secured by
Google
GOOGLE are looking into ways to
enhance user security and do-away
with passwords. A research paper, to
be published later this month, looks
at a variety of different ways people
could end up logging into websites
in the very near future. At the momet
Google are looking at a chip that
when put into the USB drive would
securely open the user’s email accounts and so on. The company are
currently looking into even easier
ways to access your online life such
as a ring that when tapped on the
keyboard would unlock everything.

A 360 degree turn in the right direction?
by LJ TAYLOR

H

ave you heard of Bangor 360?
Don’t worry if you haven’t because you certainly aren’t the
only one.
Recently IT Services at the university began rolling out a new online intranet system: Bangor 360. The basic
idea of 360 is that it will be a single
platform for both students and staff
at the university to be able to access
all of the information that they may
require. It would transform all of the
current sites we use, such as Blackboard and Bangor portal, into one
easy to use site.
Still in its Beta stage, 360 has yet to
meet these needs..
The main problems at this point
are the design interface and the
multiple logins that are required to
access anything ever. The design is
very similar to that of Bangor Portal
and is in all honesty, boring. Looking
this way makes it difficult to use, and
for something that is going to be
needed by so many people needs

to be user friendly. There is a lot of
text on the screen which makes it
very difficult to find the things you
want, even if they are supposed to
be quick links.
Multiple logins were plaguing the
service, with almost every link that
you clicked on requiring yet another.
While this issue should have taken
a long time, as a lot of the systems
the university currently use are not
directly compatible with 360, it appears to have already been resolved.
In fact, in my test run of 360 whilst
writing this article I have only had to
login one time. It is things like this
that give me the confidence to say
that Bangor’s IT Services can deliver,
we just need to be patient.
Bangor 360 is currently running
a feedback option where any user,
staff or student, can send a message
directly to those responsible and let
them know of any problems that
they may have encountered, give
suggestions or even just provide
some general feedback. At the moment, in its Beta stage, this feedback

option is probably the most important part of Bangor 360. With such
a large and diverse range of people
in Bangor it is important that IT Services know what they need to do to
cater to everyone.
360 was tested last year in a small
number of schools, such as Psychology and Business, which helped
them to get rid of most of the flaws
before they made it available to the
entire university.
Prior to these stages, IT Services
invited a group of students to a focus group to get an idea of what features students wanted. The group
came up with a wide range of suggestions and its good to see a few
of them have been implemented.
However, for a good percentage of
that feedback to be put to use, a lot
more needs to be done with the service.
If Bangor 360 is to incorporate all
of the university’s current online
services then why not go one step
further and give students everything they could need? A lot of the

suggestions were like this, giving
new services that would make sense
to be online such as maps to lecture
rooms, an option for dissertation
binding and printing as well as contacts for wardens and peer guides.
The feedback also suggested that
the design of the interface needed
to be user friendly, something that
has yet to happen, and that a customisable homepage would be useful to cater to all students.
Bangor 360 isn’t all bad. At the end
of the day it is evidence that problems have already been identified
by IT Services and they are trying to
give students what we need. One of
the most important parts of 360’s
development right now is user input. Us students, and staff, need to
let IT Services know what problems
we’re facing and what can improve.
I am confident that Bangor 360 will
not be just an unsatisfactory piece of
technology like the similarly named
XBox 360, and that it will actually become a positive and invaluable tool
to students and staff alike.

This issue our Books Editor, Laura, takes a step back from her beloved bookshelf to tell us
what’s hot in the world of mobile technology.

‘S

classic goals

CORE!’ is an app game
which lets you recreate the
past four decades of classic
goals in international football. It
involves a level of interaction and
gameplay that makes this app addictive, allowing you to attempt
the goals of various levels. You are
able to play at different intensities,
with Amateur, Pro & Bonus modes
allowing you to see an improvement of your abilities at the game,
and also helping you to work on
improving your technique and your
understanding of the dynamics of
football. There are 420 levels available to play, with 140 memorable

goals to recreate. The way in which
this app replays and relives classic
goals throughout history makes it a
must-have for any avid football fan.
However, the addictive nature of
this game and the desire persevere
and improve scores means that you
do not have to be a football fan to
appreciate the game. Score! is only
compatible with iPhone 3GS &
above, iPod Touch (3rd generation
32GB and above) & iPad, meaning
that not all can access the game
– but those who are able to do so
definitely should take advantage of
having access to this game, and its
riveting qualities.

E

VERY person enjoys compiling
lists of things they would like;
ranging from new clothes,
places they would love to visit,
and even foods they would like to
try. Pinterest is a website that offers a form of online scrapbooking,
where users can separate different ‘pins’ (pictures and interests)
into separate boards with different
labels such as ‘Art’ or ‘Health & Fitness’. It is a website that left people
constantly scrolling through their
webpages, repinning things that
they saw and liked, and making different boards for all of the things
that they were passionate about.
The new Pinterest app means that
you may never be bored again.

Being able to have this feature on
your phone or tablet means hours
of endless entertainment, where
you are able to ponder over images
that have been uploaded. Be it motivational quotes that you need;
Pinterest has them. Ideas needed
for some home improvement? Pinterest has those too. Even if you
just want to look at pictures of cute
animals, Pinterest has many search
results for that too. And thanks to
this new app feature, you are only
a few taps away from this world of
uncovered things that will fascinate
you and provide an endless stream
of procrastination material. You’re
welcome.

Cuban
connection
A HIGHSPEED internet cable has curiously been connected in Cuba, reports say. The cable’s activitation has
yet to be confirmed and was noticed
by researchers. Talks of the cable
originated five years ago and it has
been in place since 2011.

Headbones
PANASONIC have revealed a new
design of headphone that will
not use the ear. The Panasonic RPBTGS10 instead transmit vibrations
straight through your skull to your
auditory never. The headphones,
which will be released towards the
end of the year, are intended for joggers as they will allow you to hear
any your surrounding area including
any dangers. They will be released in
a range of colours and pricing is yet
to be announced.

Go Sky, go!
(extra)
SKY are set to launch their latest
service in the next few days. Sky Go
Extra is an app that will allow users
to download content dependant on
their current Sky subscription. It will
cost a further £5 a month and will
be the first service in the UK to offer
Hollywood movies for download and
offline streaming. Like BBC iPlayer,
anything downloaded on Sky Go Extra will be available for a month afterwards. The main limitation of the service however would be the amount
of storage on the mobile device.

Xperia Z
THE new Sony Xperia Tablet Z will
be the thinnest and lightest 10.1
inch tablet to date. It was officially
announced just recently and will
be the companion to the Xperia Z
smartphone. The tablet, like its predecessor the Xperia S, will have both
waterproof and dustproof technology. It will be available in both black
and white and a release date as well
as pricing has yet to be announced.
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MUSIC
Pontio:
Still
Irrelevant
The Pontio arts programme has unveiled its Spring 2013 events schedule, which I’d wager isn’t relevant in
the slightest to the general student
population of Bangor. I’m well aware
of the need to integrate the community into the much-delayed arts centre, but the schedule is offensively
out of touch.

David Bowie
releases new
single
David Bowie released a new completely unexpected single which
rocketed to number 1 on the iTunes
download list. As per usual Bowie
doesn’t do what you’d expect and
Where Are We Now doesn’t stand
out at first as a lead single. However,
given that Bowie insisted on this being his first release, we might be in
for a bigger surprise with his forthcoming album, The Next Day.

Lady Gaga’s
Neverland
Lady Gaga plans on restoring Michael Jackson’s Neverland Ranch
to its former glory. The fantastic/bizarre/creepy 3000 acre ranch is kitted
out with two rail tracks, a floral clock,
a petting zoo and statues of children.
Jackson’s children had previously
stated their desire to buy back their
childhood home and Gaga is interested in helping with the financial
costs.

by TOM DAVIES

A

s I’m sure most of you have
heard, on the 15th January, our
beloved (or not so, depending on your opinion) HMV went into
administration after failing to meet
bank covenants. For those that don’t
know, HMV stands for His Master’s
Voice, taken from the 1899 Francis
Barraud painting of the dog Nipper
listening to a cylinder phonograph.
The branding is iconic, the company
historic, and the high street will undoubtedly be a poorer place without
it. As an employee, I’ll understandably be gutted if it does disappear, but
the most pertinent question is; why?
It would be easy to attribute the retail giant’s difficulties as a by-product
of the digital age, where the tap of
a screen can draw the content you
want from the cloud in the seconds.
It would be foolish to dismiss this of
course; but the issues run deeper. The
business model is prehistoric, and
the blatant ignorance of the emerging digital goods market by the former management could may well be
what puts the final nail in Nipper’s
coffin. During the early 2000s, HMV
was enjoying a heady purple patch of

Destiny’s
Child due to
play Super
Bowl
After a hiatus of over 9 years, Destiny’s Child have announced that
they will be performing a medley of
their biggest hits at the Super Bowl.
They’re due to perform a new track,
Nuclear, from their new album Love
Songs. The album will contain previously unreleased cuts as well as a
newly recorded song. Beyoncé will
then debut the leading single from
her highly anticipated next album.

Cribs to
release final
album
The Cribs will release a 22-track singles collection ‘Payola’, which will be
released at some point in early 2013
on both CD and a rather delicious
sounding deluxe double vinyl LP.
The band took to Twitter to address
rumours that it could be their final album in light of the HMV administration news #tagging that #downloadsarentalbums...

profit and success; for annual conferences store management were flown
out to Spain or somewhere similarly
exotic for an all-inclusive piss-up at
the company’s expense. The profit
from the physical sales of CDs, DVDs
and console games was so huge that
it effectively masked what was coming next.

of records is essential income, and
this devaluation has forced iTunes
and Amazon to drive the price of
music down to a value acceptable
for these entitled listeners to even
contemplate paying for an artist’s
work. HMV has found its position as
a hard-copy retailer increasingly irrelevant. It has needed to lower prices

THE BUSINESS MODEL IS PREHISTORIC, AND THE BLATANT
IGNORANCE OF THE EMERGING DIGITAL GOODS MARKET
COULD BE WHAT PUTS THE FINAL NAIL INT HE COFFIN
The change in attitudes toward
music and the music industry has
perhaps been the real killer. It’s easy
to pinpoint Amazon (I’ll get to them)
and iTunes but it began with Napster
and illegal downloading. Music as we
know it is dying - when people can
easily get what they want for free
from music sharing websites, why
pay anything at all? The value of music is slowly being torn apart; illegal
downloading has brought with it a
sense of entitlement and I struggle
to understand the thought process.
Musicians do make a large chunk of
their living from touring but the sale

to compete, but the overheads of
the retail business have prevented
it from being truly competitive on
most counts.
Which brings me to Amazon. Ahh,
trusty old Amazon. I doubt there is
a student reading this article that
hasn’t bought a cheap CD or DVD
from the online giant. Even as a HMV
employee, I’ll gladly admit that its
pricing is innovative, and there is no
competitor to its price matching algorithms. However, be sure to spare
a thought for the health of your high
street, and those retailers abiding by
the rules and paying their dues in tax.

Be wary - in 2011, despite a turnover
of £207m, Amazon paid just £1.8m in
taxes, which is about the same as a
Premier League footballer.
As students in Bangor, we’re all
pretty aware of the rather lacklustre
high street retail offering, and it’s a
scary thought that in a city dominated by the student population there
will be no established place with a
varied selection of music and films,
especially given the death COB Records last year. I can only sympathise
with those of you that have received
HMV giftcards as Christmas presents
or otherwise and had a panic about
not being able to spend it before last
week, but please spare a thought for
the 4300+ staff that are in line to lose
their jobs. As a part-timer and a student, I can only empathise with my
colleagues that could lose their fulltime jobs with families to provide for
and rent to pay. I’ve found the HMV
staff to be a unique breed and they
are without doubt the most knowledgeable, fun, and overwhelmingly
good people that I’ve had the pleasure of working with. Nipper may be
on life support, but hopefully for our
high street there is life in the old dog
yet.

THE BLACKOUT
by MATT ROBINO

F

ollowing the success of their
2011 album Hope, welsh band
The Blackout have decided to
Take Away the Misery, (pun intended), and produce a more up-beat album to Start the Party (again, pun totally intended).This has proven to be
a controversial move; some believing
that The Blackout should have stuck
with the more ‘mature’ feel of Hope,
while others argue that Start the Par-

ty is a much needed breath of fresh
air. However, I reckon Start The Party
has more in common with their second album, The Best in Town.
Originally named Ten Minute Preview, the Welsh band renamed themselves The Blackout, a title which
was taken from a t-shirt reading “I
Survived the Blackout” – referring to
the New York City blackout of 1977.
Shortly after touring with Lostprophets in 2006 (three years after their
formation) The Blackout released

their debut album The Blackout! The
Blackout! The Blackout! and have
since gained a large fan base.
As a long term fan of The Blackout, I am slightly disappointed with
Start the Party. While the first few
tracks such as ‘We Live On’ and ‘Take
Away the Misery’ do give a typical Blackout-style energetic feel to
the album, it seems as though lead
singers Gavin Butler and Sean Smith
have started to nod off somewhere
around track seven. ‘Running Scared’

and ‘You’ descend into a gentle slumber. However, the whole band perks
up for album closer ‘Free Yourself’,
more than making up for the two
songs of the album that somewhat
fell short. All in all, Start the Party is
a decent listen, and would be a welcome addition to any long term fans’
playlists. However, for newer fans
I’d highly suggest checking out the
back catalogue first.
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SAINT
LAURENT:
PRE-FALL ‘13 COLLECTION
YSL’s Creative Director, Hedi Slimane, recently debuted his Autumn and Winter 2013/14 collection
enlisting the help of model and singer Sky Ferreira. The ready to wear collection was photographed by Hedi himself who also shot Sky way back in 2011 for V Magazine.
The mostly black and white lookbook builds upon the Spring collection featuring
lots of leather, lace and studs; a trend which was hugely popular on the high
street throughout last year.
The signature black is the main focus in terms of colour palettes
being lifted by sequins and studded detailing. Plunging necklines,
flowy dresses and sharp lines help to create a perfect mix of feminine yet edgy looks, with fur bags and purses being the main
choice of accessory. The addition of sheer lace and pleated
skirts help to build the already interesting collection without
being too in your face, it’s a very contemporary look from
the design label.
Being an Autumn/Winter collection calls for the necessary massive knits and coats as being essential layering pieces, Hedi hasn’t disappointed with his outerwear
showcasing stylish buttons and toggles.
So do we like it? Pretty much yes. It’s more of an evolution from the past year meaning you’re going to
have a lot of the key pieces like the leather jackets
already in your wardrobe. The collection has built
on that a little making it more
stylish and edgy yet
still being totally
wearable.

RIVER
ISLAND
£60

FIND IT ON THE HIGH STREET:
ASOS
£15

TOPSHOP
£55
TOPSHOP
£72

NEW LOOK
£39.99

NEW LOOK
£19.99
AX PARIS
£30

TOPSHOP
£42

ASOS
£50

H&M
£29.99
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PARIS
FASHION
WEEK:
THE BEST OF THE ‘13/14 FALL COLLECTIONS

VIVIENNE
WESTWOOD

LOUIS
VUITTON

PAUL
SMITH

EMPORIO
ARMANI

MOSCHINO

VARSITY
JACKETS:
THE TREND CONTINUES
French fashion designer Sandro recently released their Spring/Summer 2013 lookbook, the collection is a mixture of street trends and high end fashion pieces. A key piece they’ve showcased
is their take on the Varsity Jacket; a trend which shows no sign of slowing down throughtout
2013. Sandro’s jacket is a very clean simple piece, featuring a gorgeous navy shade with simple
white stripes on the collar, wrists and base. Sandro’s Varsity jacket is an eye watering £250, so
if you can’t afford that kind of bill here are some Varsity Jackets that you can get for a lot
cheaper on the high street and still be on trend.

NEW LOOK
£39.99

SANDRO
£250

TOPMAN
£60

ASOS
£40

ASOS
£50
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BOOKS

ROMANTIC HEROES: THROUGH THE PAGES
As Valentine’s Day is looming nearer, it seemed appropriate to show my appreciation to the Romantic heroes that can be seen throughout literature. This is an ode to the
protagonists who shape our ideas and perception of love, raising the bar of our expectations with their romantic sentiments and bold behaviour.

by LAURA JONES

MISTER
DARCY

NOAH
CALHOUN

DEXTER
MAYHEW

STEPHEN
WRAYSFORD

SEVERUS
SNAPE

HENRY
DETAMBLE

WHEN asked about romantic heroes in literature,
most will automatically respond with ‘Mr. Darcy’. Renowned for his chivalrous
and behaviour when helping to solve problems that
Elizabeth’s family faced, he
has been placed on a pedastal and admired by readers since 1813.
“My feelings will not be
repressed. You must allow
me to tell you how ardently I
admire and love you.”

MANY people know and
love the film adaptation of
‘The Notebook’ by Nicholas Sparks, admiring and
wishing for a relationship
similar to that of Noah and
Allie. Like many other love
stories, it follows the couple
throughout their relationship, showing the endless efforts of Noah when attempting to win back the love of
Allie.
“I want all of you, forever,
everyday. You and me... everyday.”

PEOPLE often say that
falling in love with a best
friend is the foundation for
a successful love. In David
Nicholls’ novel, we see the
friendship between Dexter
and Emma, and how their
friendship progresses over
time by revisiting the pair
on the same day of each year
for twenty years. The novel
shows Dexter growing as
an individual, falling in and
out of love, and ultimately
becoming a contemporary
romantic icon.

BIRDSONG follows the
typical conventions of a
tragic love affair. When Stephen falls in love with married woman Isabelle, they
attempt to make their relationship work, confessing
their affair to her husband.
The story shows the trials
of a love aiming to survive
social issues and war, with
Stephen being torn from
Isabelle as he fights in the
trenches during the First
World War.

SOMETIMES, the true
romantic heroes remain
hidden until the very end.
Snape’s feelings for Lily Potter aren’t revealed until this
last novel, where he confesses that his love for her has
withstanded the test of time.
With this realisation, he immediately becomes one of
the most enigmatic contemporary Romantic heroes.
“After all this time?”
“Always,” said Snape.

AS unconventional (and
frankly disturbing) as it may
be for lovers to meet when
aged six and thirty-six, this
story shows the struggles
of a couple with all odds
against them. Henry’s condition means that he travels
through time without his
control, and is constantly
torn away from his love,
Clare. The novel shows
how Henry poetically fights
against time to be with the
one he loves.

THE GREAT GATSBY

by ELSPETH RUDD
Now, I’m not an avid reader of romance novels
but The Great Gatsby is probably my all time favourite book, and it just so happens to be a love
story. Gatsby is probably the ultimate romantic
hero – handsome, mysterious and fabulously
wealthy (not that that matters, honest). Even
Nick the narrator is fascinated and a little bit in
love with him, and that’s by the end of chapter
three.
All the characters are flawed, even Gatsby. And
if you somehow manage to get past the selfcentered and annoying Daisy Buchanan, you’ll
probably struggle to forgive her obnoxious, racist, adulterous husband, Tom Buchanan. He also
hits women. He’s the perfect antithesis to Gatsby
and they both love Daisy, creating a conflicting
love triangle.
Everything in romantic novels feels like a fairy

tale, and Gatsby is no different; “In his blue gardens men and girls came and went like moths
among the whisperings and the champagne and
the stars”. The intriguing minor characters (like
Wolfsheim who wears human teeth for cufflinks)
and the period glamour of it all makes it a wellworth read.
It is, however, much more than your average
romance novel. It gives an amazing portrayal of
prohibition era America, the failing American
dream and an eerily accurate foreshadowing to
the Great Depression. I think most importantly
of all, it’s not afraid to be ambiguous, which
makes it an incredible book to pick up more than
once, with a different interpretation each time. F.
Scott Fitzgerald is not afraid to make you doubt
the characters and lets you make up your own
mind about them. Give it a read and see what you
think. Then read it again.

WUTHERING HEIGHTS

by FREYA MOTTRAM

P

ublished in 1847, Wuthering Heights is
Emily Bronte’s only novel. Despite initially
receiving mixed reviews – with critics describing it as a “strange, inartistic story”, it has
since risen to classic status.
The story opens with Mr Lockwood visiting
Wuthering Heights, a depreciated manor house
in Yorkshire. Due to bad weather, he forced to
stay in the night, where he begins to discover
more about the history of the area. The reader is
introduced to Cathy and Heathcliff, former lovers, before following their tumultuous relationship through the years.
As a reader, I was fifteen when I first encountered the novel. Assuming it would be another
predictable romance, it soon gathered dust on
my shelf, however, when finally cracking open its
spine, like millions of others, I was swept up in

the winds of the moors.
The intense relationship between Cathy and
Heathcliff highlights the sinister, obsessive nature
of love, which when coupled with Bronte’s use of
haunting natural imagery, creates a consuming
and compelling novel. Her characters, powerfully
created, are engaging and dramatic, yet real and
relatable. A particular highlight is volume two,
chapter two, in which a tragic plot twist emphasises Bronte’s skill as a writer.
In terms of screen adaptations, particularly recommended is Coky Giedroyc’s 2009 TV movie,
starring Tom Hardy and Charlotte Riley. The
actors capture perfectly the tension between its
protagonists.
To summarise, Wuthering Heights is passionate and unpredictable, and so much more than an
average romance tale. Even after over 150 years, it
still enthrals and delights readers today. So, come
and take a walk on the moors…
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CREATIVE CORNER

Want your work in the Creative Corner?
Email: creative@seren.bangor.ac.uk

Artwork by Raychul Standen
Time-stretched

Morning

A frozen moon hangs, close to death,
above a darkened park.
And I, hurrying through,
am cold and time-stretched too.

The sun shines down on the diamond dew,
in amongst the grass in which I pass.
I stop to admire this glistening grass,
of all its beauty and bountiful mass.

Deluge
Drowned rats in waterproof macs soaked through,
despite their armour,
shelter under parapets, getting wet.
Framed in library windows,
Librarians clutch desperately at books
And wait for the storm to pass
but the rain keeps falling.

by Karen Kan

by Zac Hinchcliffe

ARTIST
PROFILE:

by Daniel Turner
See more students work online!

The A55 is flooded, all exits are blocked.
No chance of a quick escape by car,
And my home is far.
I think of all that has drowned labyrinths and cities vast.
This vulnerability can’t last,
And the rain keeps falling.
Drizzle obscures my vision,
The road home twists uncannily
Through slender dripping glass.
Has anyone else noticed that the clouds
Are going the wrong way today?
There are shadows at play,
And the rain keeps falling.
-Tom Emlyn Williams

Tracey Emin

E

min was born on July 3rd, 1963 in Croydon, London, and studied fashion at the
Medway College of Design, 1980-82, and
then printing at the Maidstone College of Art.
In 1993 she opened an art shop with fellow
artist Sarah Lucas, and would letters to people
asking to invest £20 in her as an artist.
Her first exhibition - “My Major Retrospective”
was held in November 1993, featuring autobiographical works, which would later become her
signature style.
In 1995 she made the piece “Everyone I Have
Ever Slept With 1963-1995”, which would later
become one of her most iconic works.
Her “My Bed” piece was nominated for the
Turner Prize in 1999.

Coming home
Outside is far worse than wet,
and the clouds consume every inch of sky.
The raindrops cling to the glass and yet,
the windows look as if they’re about to cry.
Darkness will come so soon I bet,
telling all that the end of day is nigh.
This has been a day I won’t soon forget,
for my friends on this English trip and I.
There are heroes out there
Morning’s here and its raining again,
It’s been two weeks and I’ve lost half my men.
Either shot in the face, or blown to smithers,
Wading through mud, blood, lungs and livers.
Day by day men greet one and other,
At the end of each raid I say goodbye to a brother.
The air is full of whiz-bangs, bullets and death,
Tommy here’s dead; he’s had his last breath.
If I am to die soon, remember I said this,
There are heroes out there, but they’re lost in the mist.
- Ben Lyte

Her work then began to take many forms including mono-print, sculpture, installation,
neon, fabric,pencil and paint.
Emin was made Royal Academician at the
Royal Academy of Arts in 2007.
2008 saw the opening of her first major retrospective, held in Edinburgh. The exhibition
broke attendance records, with over 40,000
people attending during its three month opening.
In 2011 she was appointed as Professor of
Drawing at the Royal Academy, just the second
female professor in the history of the institute
since 1768, behind Fiona Rae.
In 2012 she become a mentor on the BA Great
Britons Programme, in which she mentored
upcoming British talent to produce artwork for
twelve BA Aircraft in the run up to the London
Olympic Games.
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POLAR SYMPOSIUM
Last month Environment Editor, Will, went along to
see what the School of Ocean Science’s Polar Symposium had to offer.

T

his December saw the School of
Ocean Science’s first ever Polar
Symposium, an opportunity for
students and professionals from the
world of polar science to meet and
learn. With attendees and speakers
travelling from all across the UK and
a keynote speaker flying in from Norway for the event, Bangor became a
hub of polar interest and knowledge
over the weekend. With nine speakers on topics ranging from sea ice, to
the greening Artic and even the surveying of the ocean floor for oil drill-

ing, there was something to interest
all those attending.
Funded by the UK Polar Network,
Bangor University’s Endeavour Society and Calegeo, a marine surveying
company which takes on graduate
employees.
The presentations gave the opportunity to learn from the experiences
of these high profile scientists and
industry professionals as well as an
insight into the on-going research
of Masters and PHD students, gave
those attending a taste of what a

scientific career would entail. The
poster section of the event was a
perfect opportunity for students to
talk in an informal manner with the
speakers and other scientists displaying their research, not just about the
research but also the ups and downs
of working in the extremes of polar
environments.
Towards the end of the day, awards
were given out to the top speakers
and the most impressive posters.
Lunch and dinner and drink was
provided throughout the day and in-

cluded in the price of the ticket.
Bangor students who attended
the event said that it was “well structured, with just the right time between breaks” and was “well worth
the ten pounds and forty minute
walk”.
A great deal of effort was put into
the event by the student members of
the Endeavour society as well as the
UK Polar Network, whose involvement was headed up by Dr Coleen
Suckling, a Post Doctorate Researcher with Bangor’s School of Biological

Sciences. The UKPN is the UK branch
of the Association for Polar Early
Career Scientists (APECS). These organisations are volunteer networks
which aim to provide the networking and support for early career polar
researchers and aim to promote education and outreach with regards to
polar issues to young people.
The success of this pioneering
event for Bangor University will
hopefully lead to more events such
as this cropping up around the University.

Keynote Speakers
Stephanie Wilson: Bangor University Lecturer

Favourite moment: Crossing the
Drake Passage, one of the most dangerous seas in the world with huge
waves and then waking up the next
day to calm seas going outside and
seeing the massive icebergs, knowing you’ve made it.
Biggest challenge: Preparation for
the experiments and medical tests
to make sure you’re fit and healthy.
If you leave behind a vital piece of
equipment or spare part you can’t
just pop back and fetch it. As a new
scientist heading out without the
insight or experience it can be very
daunting but the support networks
are great with lots of experienced polar researchers and engineers in case

of breakages or faulty equipment.
Being at sea: You’re with the same
people for over 2 months in very
close quarters and it becomes like a
family. There are wide range of ethnicities and you meet new people
and learn new things, and although
home sickness occurs the sociable
nature of the boat helps. With Christmas and New Year’s parties, movie
nights, a gym and shared mess hall
and rooms, the whole affair is very
sociable. If it all does become a bit
much then you can pop out on deck
and enjoy the beautiful scenery and
wildlife, to remind you why you’re
there.

Getting Involved
Endeavour Society

The Endeavour Society is the student run Ocean Science Society,
running weekly talks on all aspects
of ocean science from biology and
geology through to engineering,
chemistry or conservation. This is
a great way to spark interest and to

gain contacts within the scientific
community for a future career. The
Endeavor Society also run lots of fun
activities throughout the year including walks, beach clean socials, crabbing competitions, aquarium visits
and pub socials (with free pizza and

sandwiches).
When we meet: Thursdays 7.30pm
at Dennis Chrisp lecture theatre (Menai Bridge)- free bus provided from
Bangor (Fridd Site)
Contact us on email: osxe01@bangor.ac.uk

The UK Polar Network is the UK
branch of the Association of Polar
Early Career Scientists (APECS). It
comprises a dedicated management
committee and the membership of
over 400 early career scientists, from
aspiring undergraduates to current
Masters and PhD students, postdoctoral researchers and recent faculty

appointees. UKPN aims to provide
networking between and support for
early career polar scientists, to provide education and outreach with regards to polar issues to young people
and to provide information via newsletters and the website.
Want to get yourself and your research out there? Then write some-

thing for the website about who you
are and what you do. Join the UKPN
(for free) through their website to receive news of events coming up and
to get in touch with the Committee if
you want to get more involved.
Website: www.polarnetwork.org
Like us on facebook: www.facebook.
com/groups/5607218997/?fref=ts

APECS is an international and interdisciplinary organization for undergraduate and graduate students,
postdoctoral researchers, early faculty members, educators and others
with interests in Polar Regions and
the wider cryosphere. Its aims are

to stimulate interdisciplinary and international research collaborations,
and develop effective future leaders in polar research, education and
outreach. Sign up to their website
(free) to gain international news on
all things polar and to agin access to

recorded career development talks
(e.g. how to create a poster presentation; talks on the Antarctic and Arctic).
Website: www.apecs.is

Nick Hughes: Head of Norwegian Ice Services
Favourite moment: Spending time
in the Baltic sea, going through the
fog and the stillness of it all.
Biggest challenge: Dealing with
broken equipment at -5°C, even the
simplest tasks can become a serious challenge. The presence of polar
bears and the need to be armed at all
times, even when going to the bath-

room. Spending 6 weeks at a time
in a British armed forces submarine,
in which an explosion of an oxygen
candle killed a crew member and
damaged the vessel.
Advice: A PHD is not the be and
end all of research, experience and
drive count for a lot.

UKPN

APECS
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FLOODING: THE NEW NORMAL?

Western
Antarctica
heating up
by AL HULLEY

By TOM VINCENT

2

012 was a year of weather extremes with drought conditions
in many areas at the beginning
followed by months of record breaking rain. Widespread flooding across
much of the UK caused fatalities and
excessive damage to properties and
infrastructure. Increased development on floodplains could be increasing the risk of flooding at a time
when the climate is changing unpredictably.
In April, shortly after hosepipe bans
were put in place in England, the
skies opened and rain began to fall,
which has persisted almost continuously ever since. Flooding occurred

as rivers burst banks and run-off from
fully saturated ground was rapid. In
North Wales there were disruptions
to transport networks, evacuations,
and the deaths of a young couple
near Wrexham and a pensioner in St
Alsaph. The south west of England
saw widespread flooding at the end
of the year with more fatalities and
the cancellation of trains causing
chaos over Christmas.
Insurance companies estimated the
cost of claims at £1.3 billion while the
National Farmers Union predicted
losses of £600 million from poor harvests and £700 million in extra costs
to feed cattle. These are alarming
figures for those affected. Yet George
Osbourne has recently cut the Envi-

ronment Agency’s (EA) budget which
follows the trend in reduced spending on flood defences since 2008.
Exacerbating the situation is the
relaxation of planning regulations
leading to more development on
floodplains. During the last 10 years
21,000 homes and businesses were
built annually within floodplains,
10% of which was against EA flood
advice.
In July, the UK government’s independent Committee on Climate
Change reported that 4 times as
many properties would be at risk of
flooding in England in future if no
measures are taken in response to climate change. During the last decade
Europe has warmed 1.3 °C and wit-

nessed an increase in precipitation in
the north, including the UK.
Also of particular concern to the UK
are the fluctuations of the jet stream
of warm air which flows across the
Atlantic at high altitude helping to
maintain a relatively hospitable climate in these isles. This stream has
been forced off its traditional path recently and was partially responsible
for the cold, wet weather that dominated 2012. An emerging scientific
theory has postulated that rapidly
melting Arctic ice is causing drastic
fluctuations in the course of the jet
stream which is likely to produce
colder, wetter weather in the UK.

JAPAN EMBRACES RENEWABLE
ALTERNATIVES
by BROGAN FEASEY

A

t the start of 2011, it was believed the general consensus
amongst Japanese politicians
and the public alike leant towards
policies favouring “more nuclear and
less renewable energy”. Yet on March
11th government officials were
locked in debate amidst proposals of
the Renewable Energies Promotion
Bill, urging a step away from nuclear
power. That afternoon the Tohoku
Earthquake struck and with a tragic
irony the debate was cut short by
the resulting Fukushima nuclear accident.
Although no deaths or cases of radiation sickness have been reported
since then, Japans interests in nuclear energy have been shaken to
the core. A decision has been made
to wean itself off its heavy reliance
on nuclear power which accounts
for around a quarter of all Japans
energy consumption. By 2040 the
government rather ambitiously aims
for the Fukushima prefecture to be
completely self-sufficient using only
renewable sources.
In the short term plans have gone
underway to create the country’s
largest solar park and more recently,
the world’s biggest offshore wind
farm. The Greater Gabbard farm off
the coast of Suffolk currently holds
this title with 140 turbines and 504

megawatts of power to its name.
The Fukushima farm will far surpass
this, with only 143 turbines creating
1 gigawatt of energy. Construction
at Fukushima will begin this summer
and is scheduled for completion by
2020 if funding allows.
Project manager Takeshi Ishihara
from the University of Tokyo ensures
the new farm has been designed
with seismic activity and natural
disasters in mind. His team has conducted numerous water tank tests
and computerised simulations to
ascertain the effects even the most
extreme weather will have on the
farm. The turbines will essentially be
built on steel rafts that are anchored
to the continental shelf as opposed
to anchoring the entire turbine to
the sea floor. At 656 feet high, each
turbine will need to be steadied by
ballast to keep them from toppling
back into the sea.
The project has been met by some
opposition, mostly by local fishermen whose livelihoods have recently
been destroyed and those most affected by soaring energy prices. But
in 2012 alone, according to the Financial Times, the Japanese invested
approximately $16.3 billion into renewable energy technologies and
is well on its way to following in the
footsteps of the world’s leading ambassadors for renewable alternatives.

RESEARCHERS are concerned that
west Antarctica is heating up at
twice the rate as formerly thought.
Data collected over many years has
drawn the conclusion that there has
been a 2.4 degrees Celsius increase
in temperature over 52 years. The
major point being emphasised is the
contribution of melting ice to global
sea level rise and therefore increased
risk of flooding to regions such as the
low-lying Maldives and Bangladesh.
The US scientists have said it is expected for summer temperatures to
be higher than at other times of year
however Antarctic temperatures
rarely exceed 0 degrees Celsius.

Weather
Extremes

by LAURA DOODY

LAST year was an exceptional
year for weather in the UK. The year
began with a drought, starting in
2011, and ended with severe flooding across much of the UK. The
drought continued into April 2012,
but naturally as a hosepipe ban was
introduced the heavens opened to 9
months of constant rainfall. The year
had the wettest summer since records began and was only 6.6mm off
the record set in 2000 for the wettest
year. This rainfall was down to the jet
stream being further south than usual bringing low pressure and rainfall.
However 2013 is predicted to start
comparatively dry as the jet stream
moves north.

Drilling to
Resume
by AL HULLEY

AFTER a setback due to a faulty boiler the £8m drilling project to reach
Lake Ellsworth in Antarctica is anticipated to resume. The problem was
due to a variable resistor that burnt
out. Although scientists are optimistic questions are being asked about
whether the issue will persist. Moreover concerns are arising about boiler
consistency especially as it needs to
operate for a week. The replacement
has made a 1500km journey to reach
the investigation area and over the
next few days the team will attempt
instillation with the hope that drilling
can continue from next week.
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AN OPEN LETTER TO
LOUD AND MESSY EATERS
We’ve all been in a situation where skelping an infuriatingly loud eater seems like the
only option. But despite its endemic frequency, there may be hope for an end to excess
saliva. Exasperated, Joe’s tether has finally been broken...

by JOE RUSSELL

cress unfortunate enough to be lodged guilt. Are you laughing so emphatiin the deep recesses of your villainous cally as to deflect from your incessant
ou and I have met before. We’ve
loud eating? Have you heard about the
gob.
watched films together and
I hear your ‘mastication’ while I’m people who suffer from Misophonia?
sat in the same library; we’ve
alone doing some ‘masticating’ of my That’s all your fault.
shared the same carriage on a crossI’m going to a café next week, will I
own in a dark room and the crack of
country
train,
your jaw bones as see you there, too? I’m already anticiyou with your inDO YOU MAKE A CONCERTED EFFORT NOT JUST they plead for your pating the arrival of your full English
exhaustible supTO IGNORE IT BUT TO SMEAR YOUR DIARRHOEA mercy. You slap that breakfast. The thought of the egg and
plies and I with
tired and risible piece its yolk slapping loudly off the plate
ALL OVER ITS UNJUST WORDS?
my tired ears. You
of plastic that used to and the incongruous severity with
feel happy when
resemble something which you cut your sausage, scraping
we’re together; I can see it in your to smear your diarrhoea all over its a little like chewing gum around your the plate as you go, will no doubt commouth and hear it in my head at night. unjust words? I could close my eyes mouth for hours on end, disposing in bine with the interminable crunch of
But without exception, each time I’m but I’d know it was you; I’d hear your the exact spot I later plant my foot.
your now cold slice of toast to produce
with you my ears try to convince me clunky shoes click-clack into the
If you think this is all disproportion- your very own discordant Les Misérathat blunt inanimate objects are in fact room before you slam your bag on ate to the crime, you’re probably one bles.
coquettish instruments for self-inflict- the table, almost as needlessly as your of the guilty parties. Your chewing
After I’ve silently forced my meek
ed torture. You wouldn’t follow me to subsequent sigh, just in case anyone habits are as welcome in my life as that bowl of bland and muted nothingthe hospital, would you?
wanted to know you’ve had a bad day. little bit of urine that escapes the final ness down my throat, I was thinking
Do you remember that time you just And then it arrives.
of going to the
managed to catch the empty bus and You hastily remove
cinema to watch a
YOU
SLAP
THAT
NOW
RISIBLE
PIECE
OF
PAPIERdecided to keep me in friendly com- your sandwich from
silent film. Would
MÂCHÉ
pany? You were sweating and panting your bag like a ravenyou be so kind as
and slopping your way through a pun- ous dog; the sticker is
to join me? I’ve
gent tuna and sweetcorn baguette. You shown no mercy as you whip it off and shake; as agreeable as the indignation heard that you love to eat popcorn
should have seen yourself! The cat that release the odious scent of egg mayon- of doing a deal with the devil (and and drink lots of coca-cola; I’d love it
got the cream. But if you’d have looked naise. GBH to my ears ensues, each your hand) when you’ve ran out of toi- if you could provide your own sounds
to your left and desisted from fondling clamorous bite more harrowing than let paper mid-session.
to the experience; the film alone just
your foot-long, you’d have noticed the last. You pause. I foolishly think
You’re everywhere. I’ve been out to isn’t enough for me. It’s just not the
my face. You’d have been able to look it’s over – you couldn’t possibly need dinner and heard you straight away; same without your crunches and
straight through my dilated pupils anything else - but instantly remem- you’ve got that laugh, haven’t you? The slurps. I just couldn’t bear to watch a
and seen my enraged mind running ber you’ve yet to salaciously lick your sort of throaty, forced laugh that gets film without your effects; I adore the
through the sweet prospect of you suf- lips, nor grind away at a rogue piece of nowhere near the eyes and suggests way you roll the ice around your cup

Y

fering from of all kinds of ungodly, diarrheic sins forced upon you by some
beautiful, saintly deity.
Every time you see the ‘no eating’
sign in a library, do you make a concerted effort not just to ignore it but

before quaffing that last fanny dribble of coke ruminating within. If you
could, would you mind reserving your
passionate interaction with your straw
till there’s a lull in the film so that your
public straw-fellatio gives us all something to listen to instead?
It would be a great shame if you were
too busy to join me. If that’s the case,
maybe you could read this again and
let it mull over in your head? Consume
the words and let them resonate violently in your skull; they won’t grate as
much as the sound of your demolition
of an innocent apple, but hopefully
they’ll leave you in a position to fully
appreciate just how infuriating your
loud eating is.
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TO PLAN A HOLIDAY OR TO NOT PLAN A HOLIDAY?
by HARRIET WELLER

S

o it’s that time of year when the snow is a falling, exams are nigh and all we want to do is curl
up in our beds and sleep until January is over. Luckily I am here to offer you a much more
exciting option. Why not start planning that summer holiday to dream away those January

blues? Holiday planning is one of my favourite past times, but to many of us it can seem a tad
daunting. All those locations, flights, hostels, activities…the list is endless. Thankfully, we now live
in a society where almost everything can be done for us and it can be tempting to try one of these
all singing, all dancing package holidays. But I am here to give you the highs and lows of package
vs. self-organised holidays.

PACKAGE
IN A perfect world package holidays can be
all the fun without the faff. The only stress you
have is which travel agent to choose. They are
supposedly risk free, as everything is organised
right down to a tee, we all know how reliable
flights are. You can normally choose from a
wide range of locations, although for most student budgets you are probably limited to the
less adventurous destinations like Spain.
If you go all inclusive you can choose from
the widest range of activities, everything from
Zumba to Zoos. Often they have multiple
pools and some even have their own beaches.
Screaming children can be avoided too as you
can choose adult only hotels. All inclusive also
means you don’t have to worry about how
much you are spending, although watch out
for hidden costs that are only mentioned in the
small print.
Of course, package holidays can also promise all the fun and then deliver a whole lot of
stress too. When choosing it is best to look at
reviews to ensure the holiday that you are pick-

DO IT YOURSELF

ing is not the
one with the
hotel still being
built. Although
you are offered a
whole load of fabulous activities in the
hotel, you can come
away having travelled
hundreds of miles and
then not actually see the
country. Make sure to find
out if they have tours you
can go on. They can also work out more expensive as you are effectively paying someone to
plan everything. As tailor-made as they may
seem, you generally are on the same generic
holidays as the other thousand tourists you are
spending the week with.
Verdict: If all you want is a week in the sun
with a bunch of mates, with little to worry
about and no need to leave the hotel then this
is the perfect holiday for you.

IF YOU don’t mind
a little bit of exertion when it comes
to holiday planning
then self-organised
holidays can be a
little bit of effort
with a whole lot
of adventure. You
can choose wherever and whatever
your traveling side
desires. You are not completely alone in your planning either, as there
are plenty of sites; such as STA which can help
you with the perplexing route, flight planning
etc. There are some great guides out there such
as Lonely Planet that offer you tried and tested
places off the beaten track and have great advice. A whole lot of money can be saved too as
you can look for deals on activities and don’t
need to pay anyone to plan. It also means you
do not have to be confined to the vicinity of

one hotel and can uncover the country you
are in. You can often discovering things you
never would have under a guided tour. If you
are really brave and plan to book places as you
go along, it means you can move on easily if
you don’t like a place or vice versa spend your
whole time in a place if you love it. A top tip is
to ask other people you meet traveling where
they recommend.
Before you jump off your sofa and take on
your adventure planning, you of course need
to know that they aren’t for the faint hearted
as they can be inevitably very stressful. With
no travel agent to fall back on when things go
wrong, you have to plan for every eventuality
and travel insurance is advised. Although they
can work out as a great way to save money,
costs can easily mount up so set yourself a
budget.
Verdict: If you love organising, an adventure
and don’t mind a few surprises then this is the
holiday for you.

THINGS TO DO ON A BUDGET...

U

nderstandably at this time of year money is
tight and boredom may be setting in. This is
the perfect opportunity to discover the lovely
scenery surrounding Bangor…
Clubs and societies are free to join this year
so why not take advantage of this! Bangor
University Mountaineering Society (aka BUMS)

is one way of getting fit after a gluttonous festive period and
getting to discover the natural beauty of our university town
and North Wales in general.
Why not be spontaneous and visit our neighbouring island
of Anglesey? Wrap up warm in your winter woollies and do
something a bit different this time of year - have a BBQ on the
beach! Take your flasks of warm beverages, a pack of sausages

and a good group of friends. It will be a guaranteed fun day out
with a difference! Not a fan of getting sand in your sandwiches?
Then alternatively take a trip to Newborough Forest. Although
it is advisable to avoid the BBQ so take a picnic instead and
enjoy the woodland surroundings.
We live in such an exquisite natural environment so get out
there and explore!
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Seen this guy elsewhere in the paper? He’s
hiding somewhere, and if you name the page
number of every issue he appears in you
could win a fantastic prize at the end
of the year!
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SPORT
AU
In Brief
A bit about
Bangor

BANGOR currently has 72 teams in
the BUCS programme. This academic
year Bangor currently have a win rate
of 42%. So far Bangor’s Hockey teams
have earnt them the biggest portion
of their BUCS points with 38 points.
Second place is tied between Football, fencing, and tennis.

Back-toback Wins

We’re walking on sunshine
by MATT RANDALL

S

tudents at Bangor are lucky
enough to be situated within a
short hop of Snowdonia National Park,which contains some of the
highest mountains and arguably most
beautiful scenery in the UK.
At the university mountain walking
club we run walks every weekend during term time in order to take advantage of this scenery, thus making the
mountains accessible to people who
may not have the chance otherwise.
For a small bus fee of £5 (£4 if you are
a member- forms available at socials

and Serendipity 2) you can enjoy a day
in the mountains with student leaders and a wide variety of other student
mountain walkers. We all have different interests and different reasons for
going walking but we all have a passion for the mountains and the thrills
they have to offer. Every week we go to
a different area and offer walks for all
levels of fitness so it doesn’t matter if
you have never done it before.
We walk every weekend (mainly Saturdays), meeting outside the Students’
Union, St Oswalds at 9am and returning at around 5-6. You can find us at

our socials in the Tap and Spile on
Tuesdays from 8 and Saturdays from
8:30. You can also email us at umwc@
undeb.bangor.ac.uk and we will then
keep you updated with everything that
is happening including information on
the night walks and away trips that we
run. Alternatively, find us on Facebook
(search Bangor UMWC).
So what do you need to bring with
you? An absolute must are walking
boots with ankle support, food and
drink for the day, extra layers and if
you’re optimistic a sun hat. You also
need to wear sensible clothing (NO

On the way up

denim!) and we do have a limited
amount of waterproofs to borrow.
Our first walk this semester will be
our annual coastal walk which will be
on Sunday, 27th January and for this
walk and this walk ONLY, you will be
able to attend without having ankle
supporting boots. So if you don’t have
your own boots, you can give this walk
a go and make up your mind about it
before going out and buying your own.
Also this walk will only cost £4 regardless of if you are a member or not. Just
think of it as a post exam present from
the club.

H

aving overseen promotion to
the 1st division in a local table
tennis league last season, club
captain Andrew Leach, 21, is keen to
see continued improvements.
“Since becoming club captain, the
major change is competing in the
BUCS (British Universities & Colleges
Sport) league. Playing against other
universities has taken the playing
standard to a higher level” said Leach.
Now in his final year of studying
Biology, Leach is also in his second
year of being club captain. “It can be
hard work but very rewarding. I have
learned a lot about organisation and
have met a lot of people. It has been
much easier the second year around
because I knew what to expect and felt
much less stress”.
The club has around 30 members

who frequently attend sessions on
Friday and Sunday at the University
sports centre Maes Glas.
Bangor’s Table Tennis team compete
in two leagues: The Llandudno league,
which is based in North Wales with
the University fielding two teams in

nition from the University. Playing in
the BUCS league feels as though we are
representing the whole AU (Athletics
Union), whereas in the Llandudno
league it is more for the individual
players.” said Leach.
“I think the Olympics in London

I THINK THE OLYMPICS IN LONDON INFLUENCED
NUMBERS SIGNING UP AT OUR FRESHERS’ FAIR
this league, as well as one team in the
BUCS league. “I feel both are important, especially after achieving promotion last season in the Llandudno
league. Staying up is a goal the A team
are all striving to achieve this season.
However, BUCS is probably the more
important as we are playing people of
our age. We also receive more recog-

influenced numbers signing up at our
Freshers’ fair, but at the end of the day
I think the people who ended up staying with the club were already interested in the sport, however, it may have
influenced a couple of players to take
it up.” He said.
The club will be taking players to the
annual BUCS Table Tennis Tourna-

Still ahead
of Aber
FANS of a rivalry will be happy to
know that Bangor currently sit above
Aberyswth in the BUCS table. Bangor sit in 58th whilst Aber currently
sit in 59th. Ahead of both in 57th is
currently the University of Leicester.
Bangor last year finished 63rd so
hopefully this form can continue into
2013.

Ultimate
Outdoors

BUTT play in the BUCS & Llandudno League

by ROSS BODY

BANGOR’S most successful run still
belongs to the Women’s football team.
With 6 wins in their last 6 the closest
competitor is Bangor’s Men’s second
team who have only one loss in their
last 6 matches. That achievement has
been matched by the Netball first
team. 4 teams currently have 2 losses
in their last 6.

ment in Nottingham on the weekend
of 23rd/24th of February.
Although Bangor University’s Table
Tennis club may be having success, Table Tennis in Britain has seen its funding stopped by UK Sport.
After the success of the London 2012
Olympic Games, UK Sport has allocated its funding in preparation for
Rio in 2016. Even though Table Tennis achieved its aim of one 32nd-64th
placing, their funding was cut.
UK Sport is the organisation that
determines how funds, raised by the
public through the National Lottery
and taxation, is allocated to elite-level
sport.
BUTT will be at Serendipity 2 with
information on training times, or alternatively you can look up Bangor
University Table Tennis Club on Facebook.

BANGOR’S Ultimate frisbee team
are currently preparing for their
outdoor season, as the weather progressively gets nicer the team will be
playing fixtures outside at treborth
as opposed to their inside season.
The team will again be sending a
team down to Aber this year.

BUCS
RETURNS
IT’S been a seemingly long Christmas break, the AU have returned,
clubs are back training, and on the
23rd January, after almost a month
fixtureless for the holidays Bangor
return to BUCS competitions.

SPORT
From Bangor To Europe

BUTTS
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Triathletes make european race
£2,000 sponsorship needed

by MATT JACKSON

B

enjamin Pritchard, a third year
law student based in Bangor has
qualified for a European race in
one of sport’s most gruelling races, the
sprint triathlon. Following the Olympic success brought by Alistair Brownlee at London 2012, the profile of the
event has skyrocketed.
Benjamin, who has qualified alongside other Bangor students James
Briscoe and Owen Mitchell, will be
taking part in the event in Alanya,
Turkey; a mere 2,704 miles away from
Bangor. The problem Benjamin now
faces is funding the trip, which could
cost him in the region of £2,000.

difference that focussing on one sport
can make, however he still prefers the
more difficult experience of the triathlon or duathlon.
Benjamin’s European kit has 5 slots

Alongside a student loan, Benjamin’s
travel fees, competition fees and general kit fees mean that he, like most
other triathletes, heavily relies on
sponsorship to make his races. NonBUCS races (of which Ben has 11 in
the next four months alone) cost £35
each to enter, whereas the European
races will cost him €120.
On top of this, a good standard racing bike can range up to £2,000; Ben’s
bike which has got him to the European stages set him back a staggering
£1,500, which is roughly a 3rd of the
average student loan.
Benjamin says “whilst the triathlon is
an expensive sport it’s worth it because
it’s the sport I love”.

At the European event will be triathletes of all ages and abilities, with
the elite triathletes, the likes of GB’s
Brownlee taking part in the morning.
And the age-groupers, including the
likes of Ben who are hoping to make
the jump to the elite category in the
afternoon.
Ben, who used to race cross country, said he got into the sport following an unfortunate injury. He started
cross-training by swimming, and his
then year 11 teacher suggested that
maybe he should consider taking up
the triathlon. He now trains with a
coach, David Bowkett, who he says has
helped his times constantly drop.
Benjamin, now located in Bangor

whilst he studies law, says North Wales
is a great place to be situated, “We have
Snowdonia right on our doorstep so I
have a mix of terrain such as flat, hilly,
and steep.”

The triathlete also credits Bangor’s
Athletics Union (AU) clubs for helping
him train, “training with triathletes is
good but training with the individualists shows how good you are in the individual events”. Ben is part of several
AU clubs and says he can often see the

for sponsorship that range in size and
cost, for more information please email sports@seren.bangor.ac.uk .

time Bangor faced Aber away, Aberystwyth walked away with the trophy
only to make the journey up a year
later and face defeat.
Tickets are now on sale from the
Students’ Union and hopefully will
be available from Main Arts. A ticket
this year will cost you £20, which will
include travel down to Aberystwyth,
a Varsity t-shirt, wristband, and entry
into the Academi pre-party and after
party. For an extra £10 you can also get
a Varsity Hoodie as well as the above.

It’d be great to see a large Bangor contingent heading down to Varsity to not
just compete but to show their support
for Bangor.
Last year the main competition areas in Maes Glas were full of people
who were not just supporting but went
down to show their support for the
people competing. This year people
are also volunteering for Varsity, they
will be offered further incentives for
volunteering on the day.
2013 will see over 35 teams make the

almost 2 and a half hour journey down
to Aberystwyth, for many the day will
start around 6am before one of their
most hotly anticipated sporting fixtures of the calendar year. Being North
Welsh rivals means that for many it is
a must win day against Aberystwyth;
whether this is at Varsity or not.
The Varsity competition has become
such a big event around Bangor that
the competition has expanded into the
societies as well as the AU clubs. As
well the Student media collaborating

with Aber to report on the day, we saw
impsoc (Bangor’s comedians) travel
down to have a comedy off with Aber
2 years ago.
Every year Varsity has an electric
atmosphere and the results ceremony
always gets a good crowd with a mix of
the Bangor contingent and the Aberystwyth contingent.

TRAINING WITH TRIATHLETES IS GOOD BUT
TRAINING WITH THE INDIVIDUALISTS SHOWS
HOW GOOD YOU ARE IN THE INDIVIDUAL EVENTS

Varsity 2013: Coming soon

A

fter last year’s successful Varsity outing the Bangor contingent are hoping that this year
will make them the first University to
retain their crown for two years. Last
year Bar Uno erupted as Bangor were
announced as the winners of the 5th
annual sporting event that pits Aber vs
Bangor.
Taking place this year on the 16th
February Varsity will be held down
in Aberystwyth. For those of you old
enough, you may remember that last

