COLLEGE CUTS

WHO
CARES?

It seams that Mr, Wyn Robarts, Bangor's Yory MP doesn't care vary much
for the University College of MNorth Walas, In a letter leppasite) to Sean
McArdle, the Unien's President, he effsctively washes his hands of any respan-
sibility to fight for a bettsr grant from the University Grants Committes
on behelf of UCNW which gurrently taces an 18,5§ grant cut. Indeed he doesn't
avan have tr Tesency to reply to Mr, McArdle's letter requesting him to
do 50 himself,

S0 much ditferent is the reply from Keith Bast, Conservative MP tor
¥nys Mon, thet it is hard to delieve that these MPs belong to the same polit-
ical party. Mr Best, (who's latter appears below) unlike Mr ¥Wyn Roberts,
nas tsken an interest in the appauling tinancial pressures exerted by the
UGC on LCM and the University of Wales as a whale. Almost beyend tha call
of duty Mr., Best has had ‘talkes with the Principal and other membsrs of statf,
espacially Professor Hunter, Head of the Dapartment of *Philosoph,, He hes
gore 50 far as to write to the UGG in great detail and langth sbout the sitya-
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tion in Benger; more than cen be said for Mr Wyn Raberts,

KEINH BEST T MP
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Sean McArdie Fsy
President
Bangor Students® Umion
Uneversity College of Nosth Wales
Ociniol Roag
Bangor
Cwynedd LLs7 2%H
Thank you so much for your lelier of 79 April aboul Lhe Department
of Plulosephy 1o UCNW. | have pursued thus malter as well as
threats to atbuer Depdriovnls relentlessiy recentiy. Professor
Hunter will 1ell you that he has bevn 1n commmicatlion with me
about b, 1 share your cencern and | oenclose 3 copy of my letter
to the University frants Committee together with the reply from
Sir Peter Swinnertan Oyer. | have also written to Professor
Eric Suaderland about 1 t.
Sedty, as you may knaw. | am not seeking re election on fune 11
but | very much hope that my successor will conalinue to pursue

this#matter.
.
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Sean MeArdle G ,
Fresident

Bingne Stadents' Umon
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Dentoel Hoad
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5ir Pater Swinnerton-Dyar, Chairman of tha UGC, in reply to Mr Best's
cetailed letter claimed that Bangor has not suftersd abova average cuts,
but rather in the previous years it ‘suffered' a baicw sverage change, and
it Is the UGC's new resource allocation process that simply makas it seem
like we are sutfering an =bove cut. He states that "The details are compli-
ceted, but the principles on which the process is based sre as follows:-

'} The cost of teaching a student in any particular subject cught not
to vary from one institution to another.

2) There should be some selectivity in the distribution ot money for
research, in favour of those institutions whose research is thought to be
stroeng, "

Ha goes cn to say that he thinks that “Bangor has recieved fair treatmant”
and partially bleames “extra costs..,of taaching and administering in Welsh
as well as English." Things look gloomy for Bangor and Sir Pater writes that
Bangor "must expect to do so" (get worse treatmsnt} "for the next three years,”
He states that " It will be less damaging to giva up 2 few areas of study
than to make cuts on all of them. This applies,,,.to small institutions which
have triesd to cover s wide range of suhjacés - and Bangor is & rather extroms
example of such an institution.”

The best bit, $ir Peter leaves until last, by teiling Mr Best that "You
do Bangor no service it you give your support to those within it who think
that hard questions can be evaded or postponed,”

Woll, at least Mr, Best doos give support te Banger, even if Mr, Wyn
foberts ¢an't be bothared to do so,
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This is the conly issus this
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Editorial Co-ordinator ...cuievesencansnsssrassasasvanssaannanrnssnsss J08 Creed

hopafully going
layout in

Y Seren is
ovar to computer aided
the next issue, which should make
things far easier. Howaver the
more staff we have the better serv-

veners Huw Williams

News Editor .,
Arts EdIfOf siiisncssrassnnanrnsanrasanissrssensasvassnssnssnsness Andy Ffrench

tarm,

FEatures EAitOr .uiversesnrrerasanisssntassassnrasssssersnessansrass JC Housley
Design & Production .iieisissacrssisesvissarssissarsssssansssanssass Aleod Jones

UNION plc?

As wa noar the end of the
academic vyear, wy first year at
Bangor, I look back inte 'Y Seren's’
past and like what 1 see. We have
been controversial, usually unbiased,
apolitical and abeve all have,
1 think, served our readership
reasonably, (I say this after having
no  complaints from the survey of
last issue, or maybe its just good
ol® Bangor apathy.

However, we are also under
a great dea! of pressure, Staffing
has beedh & problem recently and
I'd like to thank the trusty team
as woll as the executive and the
Ganeral Office staff for all their
halp, Alsc I'd like to peint out
that we do need staft for next
yeatr, as a number of Editors are
leaving.

B LETTERSH

Dear 'Y Seran',

We have Infermation which leads
us to believe that a number of people
including some with very strong Union
conhections are involved In a black
market racket selling Ball tickets.

Apparently Ball tickets have been
bought en masse by these people with
the sole intention of selling them on
te othar students at anything up to
£25 & time. Large numbers have alsc
bean reserved o be sold on at 2
considarable profit. Tickets are how
all sold out. There is nothing worse
than this type of touting, especially
when it is in part aided by the negli-
gence of those with responsibility for
the proper issue of these tickets.

Ve sinceraly hope that no student
will pay mere than £12 for a ticket
and any persons offering tickets for
above this amcunt should be reported
to Y Seren or naxt year's executive
and president.

Dear 'Y Seren',

1 was disgusted, nay horcified,
at a letter written by one of your
raadars and published in the last
issus, I am referring of course
te the slandersts nonsense on the
subject of "College Road Pets",
I fail to see how you can mention
such names as "Psycho tha Cat"
from no. 16 and yet totally ignore
the existence of myself, I am
of course, the cne and only Dayglo
(Kool Kat) and i may ke saan at
any time .visiting such locations
as the Dogier, the Dentist and
the Bank, and have been know to
embarrass my co-residents av no,
28 by sitting on gateposts and
climbing entec old ladies' shoulders
in order to lick thair ears.

I ‘also fail to see how the
writar of the letter can Impress
his girlie friend by an attempt
to foil a cat's early morning escape
attempt, The reason the said cat
was stuck 30 feat up a ladder wes
cbviously to meat another group

ice we give you.
pubiish more
you the news as it happehs, not

which you want
want to write an article for Welcome

Maybe we could

issues, and bring

two woeks late, It’s up to you,

As this is the last issue

of this year, I would like to make
one spacial

request, If vyou are
invelved with & club or scciety
to  continue, or

Week, pleasa let us know scon,
As you probably know, space in
tha WYelcome MWeek issue is at a

premium, so get in here with your

articlas nowl

On a different note, I'd like
to wish everyone who is taking
axams lots of luck, amnd enjoy the
Summer holidays.,

Although all our information is
strongly based on rumours, there are
several names which regularly crop up
but which ws are obviously not at
liberty to disclose.

It is a sad reflection that soma
people would sink so low at the exp-
ense of feilow students in pursuit of
a fast buck.

If it is too late to put things
toe right this year, we hope that
lessons will be learnt for future
years when ticket sales can be prop-
erly controiled,

The authars wish to apologise in
advance to any parties implicated by
this letter but who are completely
innocent of its charges. We would also
like to say that much forbearance has
been axsrcised in the writing of this
letter and that many of the more

damaging allegations have been cmitted.

Coma on lads, give us a break!

Names witheld.

of cats, myseif included, for ocur
weekly party on the College Road
rooftops. It is hardly surprising
that his young ladyfriend doesn't
want anything te do with him after
this,

Refarring to the ecology of
Coliege Road: the iittle buds grow-
ing on the roadside are. killed
by human weedkiller and a certain
amount of peopie using gateposts
as public conveniences after closing
tima, Alse, 1 perscnally sea lots
of birds but, of course, I am-far-
too cool to try to catch them (just
in case I miss) and I must add
1 resent being called FAT! I am
actualiy slim, sleek, and besaut-
iful - so there!!

Yours sincerely,
‘Dayglo
P.5. "Rembo the Dog" already lives

at 28 College Road. He is my par-
sonat bodyguard.
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The views expressed in articles published in 'Y Seren' are the views of those
who write them and do not necessarily reflect the editorial policy of 'Y Seren'
or the policy of the Students' Unich as a whole.

Dear 'Y Seren’,
On bshaif of all
that most important of student union

members of

institutions, the Rag Committee,
I woulé iike to express heartfelt
thanks to all Gods everywhere that
the time has come around again,

It is with great joy that I
am able to announice this.

Magnificent work has been done
in this field and sc will it be
in the future by the Rag Committee.

Great bole¥ challenges lie
before us, but secure in the knowi-
edge that due to the superlative
achievements of the outgoing Rag
Manager - the Great(?) TIM MITCHELL
{a5 may have been) we are a great

Dear 'Y Seren',

1 am increasingly concerned
with the appailing lack of tife
rafts around the union,

This is an extremely dangerous
situation which should be remedied
at onca concerning the ease with

which irresponsible minors ara able
to purchase quantities of tea {enough
to flood the union?} Only last week
I witnessed & young gentleman drowned
by a half crazed child,

Also on

Dear 'Y Saren',

1 am write
ing to complain
about your
practice of
re-cycling old
cartaons to fill
up odd spaces
in the magazine,

lAS o Stedent T \'\
resist the _,jsrem

power for good {or-evil} im this
Union, Unite with wuws Brothers and
Sisters, and Uncles, Aunts, and
stc. in support for the Rag Committee
as a whole and stand behind the

new Boss: SHAUN GOODE (The great
usurper, and vile fiend),
Don't ferget - 12/13/14 Sune

- the third major Rag event of the
vear - the Rag Week-end
-Promotion night-
-Goldfish Gobbling-
-Surfing band-
-Disga-
-Hypnofist-
(All provisionai at the
Love ard thanks to all,
THE MYSTERY PANDA

momant )

an earlier occasion another young
geritleman, & stout, upstanding Rag
Manager I believe, was forced to
swallow wvast quantities of tea to
save himself from drowning bhefore
making a break for the toilets.
Both of these tragic accidents could
have been aveided by the adequate
provision of life rafts at strategic
points around the union.

A person of Some Standing (Ctees),
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A prime exampie

aof this is
to be found
ch page 2 of
issue 6:9. I
feel this refl-
ects very badly
on all cancerned

Aled Jones

~_, e SAhares i

(\(- tfn,ls w,/e

-1, PO
abitin pne
whwar

At the AGM on Tth May, possibly
one of the most important motions
that has ever been put to the Stud-
ent's Union members was ammended
and  thus  effectively pestponed,
by David Hughes.

The motion was one calling
for the Union to mandate the execut-
ive to set up and register a Limited
company on beshalf of the Student's
Union which would covenant all it's
profits directly back to the Stud-
ent's Uaion, It was proposed by
the executive.

David Hughas succesded in amme-
nding the motion so that eftectively
a feasibility study will be set
up,

The need for a company 'owned'
by the Unfon comes in the light
of forcasts on profit and loss,
It sooms that by 1988 the Student's
Union will be sutfering a financial
crisis which, in the current govers-
mental climate will get worse each
year. This s further complicatad
by the possibility that Student
Unions may loose their 'closed-
shop' status, This will obviously
make a great difference to revenus.

In order to offset this lack
of funds Sean McArdle and Reger
Costes purchased documents #rom
Salford University Student's Union
tor £100. This is not excessive
as Ssliord payed 2 great deal more
for the original plans.

Student Unions enjoy charitable
status. As such thay do not pay
corparation tax, The disadventage
iz that the Student Unions cannot
trade directly with the ‘'outside-
world', or they would lose this

from which all profits are directly
covenanted to the Student's Unien
is taxing and time consuming, This
Student's Union has little such
time. Salford nearly hed to shut
down bocause it eft it so late,

It was omphasised at the AGH
that the company would only exist
as a shell until such time as it
was needsd, thus ensuring that the
union could always be on a firmer
financial footing.

Howover, cartain doubts have
ceme to light, The statf were only
given formal notice at their Tuesday
afternoon meeting with Roger Coatas,
before the AGM on Thursday. It seams

that they were informed, rather
than asked, at least to comment
on the propesals., The executive

of the Union were not present, It
was only at lunchtime on the Thursdey
of the AGM that details ware made
available te staff sbout the schema,
They found a number points In this
intormation that, {rom their point
of wview, needed looking into, and
a8 such have sent copiss to thair
Unions - NUPE and NALGO -, in order
to obtain wore information on just
whare they stand in the matter,
Though the staff were not hostile
te the plan, they were a little
concarned about how the planned
company would affect them,

At the moment then, the state
of play is that an independent feasin~
kility study is in progress end
staff unions are looking into the
plan from the staff's point of view.
The most important decision has
baen postponed.

status. Legally, setting up a company 408 CREED
LICNW STUDENT'S UNION FORCASTS : 1985-1990
85/86 86/67 87/88 88/89 89/90
INGOME
AMALGAMATION FEE 200500 201425 19706¢ 194545 193635
LESS LOAN - 7000 - - “
200500 194425 147060 194545 193635
EXPENDITURE 216500 234000 243360048 255530({5% 268305(5%
OVERSPEND ON GRANT 16000 39575 46300 60985 74670
TRADING SURPLUS 33840 40500 A212C(4% 44726053 46437(5%
NET POSITION 17840 925 (41801 (167591  128233])
EXTRA DEBTCR (LOAN) - 000 7000 7000 7000

CASH BOOST FOR CARDIFF
by Huw Williams

Tha Government are roported to be
baiing out the financialy erippled
University College Cardiff.Promises
of a cash injection have been mede,
but with wmajor proviscs attached,

The University Grants Commitee's

Cheirperson , HWr Pater Swinnerton-
Dyar,in 2 visit to both UWIST and
UCC,said that the grants commitee
did not have sufficient funds to
hail out UCC's massivae detficit,but
that funds wera being sought from
the treasury,

The treasury obliged the Ministers,
in what is considered to be an
'Election fever' climate , and hava
allocated £10 miliion to the college.

e
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR

About 100 people attended the
International Labour Day March and
Rally in Bangor on Saturday 2nd
May,

Marchers assembled by the Town
Hall. The route took them round
central Bangor, finishing by the
Student's Union building in Deiniot
Road,

Five speakers talked to abaout
40 people at the rally on the third
fleor of the union on a humbar of
topics. Amongst other, such organ-
isations ss MNALGO, CMD Cymru, Anti-
Apartheid, Banger and the Wales
Co-oparative Centre ware rapresented
with stalls

The Chairman of the meating,
Mr Paul Stroud, Secretary, Bangor
and [Hstrict Local Trades Gouncil,
introducad the speakers, He pledgad
tull support to a Lahour Government
" without farsaking the right to
dissant. Ha alse mentioned his wo-
rries about nuclear waapons  and
powar, He later attacked the TUC
over it's support .of the governmant
job creation pelicies, calied for
an end to private heslth care and
asked why millions of people were
on  the poverty line, all police
have riot training and finally why
the British Army was in Nerthern
Ireland.

The first sposker Awel lrane,
from OND Cymru, told the meeting
of two campaigns her organisation
was running, Firstly CND Cymeu had
asked for the cost of recent advert-
ising campaign for Wyifa and Trawse
fynydd to be made public, Alsa,
she celled on al! present to Join
&8 campaign to refuse to pay 20%
of Electricity bills {that percentage
which comes from Muclear Power)
and redirect the money to a fund
for publicising the 'rea: facts®
and possible court battles., She

statad the 'lunacy and lack of fore-
of Nuclear Powar and called

sight!

Half of the sum is considered a
grant, and the further £5 million
is an intarest free loan.

Two of the 8trings firmly tied aroud
this bundle are that UCC must dismiss
their Principal ,Dr Beven , as soon
as possible,and that the two Cardiff
coclleges merge by the end of March
1988.UCC are also being reguesteg
to make a legaliy binding commitment
that the monay will be well spent,

DAY MARCH AND RALLY

on  the meeting's consent to send
a lettor of support to New Zealand
over its non-nuclear policies, this
was mandated.

The second speaker, Mark Ser-
wotka, from the Civil and Public
Servants Association, which rep-
resents the lowest paid Civil Ser-
vants, talked of the Fowler raview
being the begining of the end for
social security, with the sbolition
of death and maternity grants and
the introduction of Income Support,
He also talked of the stike action
he and bhis colleagues were taking
in their office,

The next speaker, Martin Eagle-
stona from MALGD told us of his
Union*s &£1m  injection of capital
into the TUC's 'Mako People Matter'
campaign, ‘*to  drew sttention to

what has heppened to the public
sorvices'. He talked of housing,
education, the MHS (with refarence

to Ysbyty Gwynedd) and especially
attacked tha higher education cuts,
The fourth speaker Martine
Bonadena, of the Nicaraguan Solid-
arity campaign telked to the rally
about '...dear President Reagsn...'
(tongue in chaek) and his influence
in Nicaragua and gave a highly infor-

- med picture of just what was going

on in the country,

The finsl speaker, Gecrga Joh-
annes gave by far the best, and
most appraeciated spaech fo the rally
as 2 mamber of the African National
Congress. He talked of the South
African Governmant's supposed can-
cessicns  as 'simply raarranging
the deckchairs on the Titanic',
He said that in South Africa even
white people wers begining to ask
questions and he attacked the ®Imper-
falists' for playing with black
South Africe lives, Mr Johannes
was given a standing ovatien

Joe Craed,

It__ was hoped that the cash boost
wolld de-celerate the job-sheding
torced on the college,howaver over
a hundred jobs must be lost by the
merger date,

It is probable that ,if the UCC
cannot  re-orgonise  themselves by
the end of the dacade ,it will cease
te  exist,leaving its financially
un-embarrased neighbour te  plck
up the remains,
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AIDS HELP

A meeting of the Student's
Lnion Welfare services was called
at the end of last term to discuss
the ways in which the Union will
deal with the problen of AIDS suff-
arers in the student community.

The meeting was <cailed for
by the Union's Research and Weifare
Officer, Ms Fran “Tate, who wishes
to set up 2 group of volunteers
trained to cope with the special
problems aof AIDS sufferars.

Ms Tate, who Is alse a tribunal
rapresentative for the Cititen's
Advice Bureau, said that the main
aim of the group wiil be to educate
the community in order to allay
pecples fears about the disease.

"We don't want future AIDS
sufferars or students identified
as HIV positive to be ignored,”
she said.

The group will alse provide
counselling and practical help.

" Wa want the necessary services
to be available when help is needed,
and we must get our act together
bafora AIDS bacomes a big problem.

" The group wiil fill in the
gaps left by the medical profession
oy providing counseiling and day-
to-day belp such as shopping",she
said,

"Wa're going to have to live
with AIDS, so we'll have to do it
sensibly,” she added,

Guest spoakers at the meeting
were Dr Michael Johnsen, Chairmen
ot AlDS Alart North Wales' Steering
Committee who spoke on AIDS counsel-
ling and practical help, and Mr
John Stevenson, & local freslance
journalist who spcke about the Bangar
Swimming Pool ban imposed on AIDS
sufferers.

Mr Stevenson said that the
ban had beon imposed without medical
advice, and was pandering to public
hystaria,

ANNE HADCROFT

REPERTORY COMPANY FOR
THEATR GWYMNEDD?

Theatr Gwynedd may become the home
of a permanent repertory company in
ah attempt to solve the long-running
financial problems of the theatre and
increase its contribution to  the
locality.

Mr Graham Laker, drama lecturer at
UChd  amd & member of the theatra‘s
board, said that thare was encugh talent
and enthusiasm in the area to base such
2 company, and that "it seems to ma, at
the present level of public funding,
what the community gets back from the
theatre is limited. But if tha money
could, say, be doubled, suddaniy the
whole theatre would be buzzing and

THE PRESIDENT'S

WIG IS5 MISSING
A week before the end of last
term, the president-elect., Martin
Purcell, Wwas to be seen in his most
tasteful clothes, complete  with

wig. Unfortunataly, his tousled

SWIMMING PCOL
AIDS BAN STAYS

AIDS wvictims have been banneg
from using the Arfon Borough Council
Swimming Pocls in Bangor and Caen-
arfen, and the ban will stay until
the mattar has been discussed with
the AIDS Campaign Co-ordinator,
Councillor Edmund Halliday, who
said that " HWe are the only council
in the whole of Wales imposing this
restriction. We have had madical
advice from averyone in the iand,
both high and low - we should rethink
this,”

He then said that they should
wait until the wvisit by the AIDS
Campaign co-ordinator before lifting
the ban, s0 as to show that the
council 1is prepared to listen to
the other side of the debate.

HUW WILLIAMS

AIDS '871 -
SHARING THE CHALLENGE

The 4th HMational Conference
of the Terrence Higgins Trust -
*Sharing the Challenge”™ - will be
held at Imperiel <College, South
Kensington, London SWY frem Z2ist
- 22nd Novembar 1987,

A team of specialists from
the UK, Europs and the US will be
addrassing the 750 delegates whe
are expected to attend, and a series
of 20 separate workshops will be
devoted o topics as diverse as
medical up-dates; caring for people
with AIDS; haemophiiiacs: drug users;
woman; ethric minorities; and the
effects of AIDS on both gay and
heterosexual communities.

Special closed sessions will
be held far the benafit of the med-
ical and care professions.

Further information and regis-
tration requests should be addressed
to : The Confererce Secretary, AIDS
87, The Terrence Higgins Trust,
BM AIDS, iondon, WCIN 3XX.

making a very real contribution“.

He believes that it is false econ-
omy te bring in visiting drama companies
and thet, in the long run, a resident
company would be more econcmical.

The nucleus of the company would
be bilingua!, so as to present three
English and three Welsh plays 2 year,
The Welsh plays could alse be tourad
extensively throughout Wales.

Capital to bhagin the venture could
be a problem, One source could be Bangor
City Council, whe already donate £2,500
a year, Mr George Gibbs, Clerk to the
Council, said that the C{ouncil would
sariously consider an application for
money if the idea taock off,

Huw Williams

mop eloped with an aiien, leaving
poor old Martin heartbroken, For
him to be able to perform effect-
ively in his job next year, it is
clear that the wig must find its
way back home, Any information
leading to its return wiil be re-

warded. Contact Y SEREN!

TREBORTH SAVED?

UCtk's Botanic gardens at Treb-
orth have been given a reprieve
of unspecified duration, in order
that these concerned cen try to
come up with a financial solution
to hkeap the gardens renning. The
wonderful response of the Students
in the form of petitions and letters,
must have had some effect on the
Principal's decision, and congrat-
ulations and thanks go to all conc~
arnad,

POLICE IN UNION

On Thursday 7th May at about
311,00p.m,, Toni Wyld, the Union
General Secretary, invited police
into the Union building. The inci-
dent happened during the AGM, when
many pecple were in the Mandela
Bar.

It seems that police, whe
ware looking for two suspects who
wera thought to be Involved in
painting Panda pew prints on the
Deinicl Road, cutside the students
union, first went inte the lJazz
Bar, which was also full., It was
after this that Toni Wyld invited
them inte the Union building propar,
though would not let them enter
the Mandele Bar,

A number of people in the
Mandela Bar -and many in the Jazz
room were vary annoyed at the de-
cision, Toni Wyld told Y SEREN
that she, in retrospect, had made
a bad decision and that she was
sorry for any anxiety she had cau-
sad.

The police rafused to meke
any comments.

This incident highlights the
lack of concern ‘authorities® in
the union have over their membarship,
The fact is that the police can't
enter the building without a warrant,
which they certainly didn't have
on the 7th,

DEBENHAMS RAGGED

Debephams was the latest target
for UCNW's Rag prarksters: they covered

the Debenhams sign on the front of
the building ir the High Strest with
a sheet dawbed with ‘"Bangor Rag",
This was facilitated by the scaf-

foléing that adorps the shop front,

Mz John Clift, Debsnhanm's Bangor Man-
ager, told an Y SEREM reporter that
ne  damage had been caused and that

the offending articles had been re-

moved at about 7.4%a.m. on Saturday,
May 2nd, roughly five hours after

the prank had tesken place. Mr Clift
tock thae prank in very good faith

and gave our reporter the sheet back

in a ODsbenham's bag to pass on to

Rag.

Tim Mitchell, the Rag Manager,

s2id that he had no knowledge of the
prank, though our sources in Rag heard

rumours that an all female squad was
responsible,

JOE CREED

WALES LINK TO CHINA

A new intallectusl liak has
been established betwaen UCNH and
the Shanghai University in China.

During a five day visit in
May by high ranking officisls of
the Chinese University, an agreement
was signed between the two institu-
tions,

There had been a similar trip
in the other direction by UCNW prin-
cipal Professor Eriec Sunderland,
earlier in the year.

The twe universities will be
exchanging teaching and research
staff - and it is hoped - eventually
studants.

BANGOR DWARVES, TIBETANS
AND COSMONAUTS 1IN
SALFCRD SMASH-UP!

Over the waekend 30-12th April
members of the UCHW Wargames and
Role Playing Soc, went to Salford
University to take part in the Annual
Student's Natiomal Wargames Champion-
ship, We expacted to maintain our
reputation as a bunch of sporting
losers ranowned for their exploits
in the bar (and the Chippy, and
the Offy, and the Pizza Farlour...)

However, this year we amazed everyons,

including ourselves, by winning
tha team competition; this presents
us with the worrying prospect of
hosting next year®s competition
in Bangor, somstime during the Easter
Vacation,

This astonishing victery was
achioved largely by our excellent
results in the Role Playing section.
These waere: Andy Hemmingway, 2nd
in the “Traveller" catagory; Nathan
Jackson, 2nd ia the “Dungeons and
Dragons"; and Andie May, st in
"DEn". The historicel Vargamers
also contributed with Gareth Jones
taking 2nd place in the World War
Two section, playing a 'late war'
German Army, and winning two out
of his three games, only losing
to the overall winner.

The "C4D" competition was arran-
ged with saveral games of five play-
ors, each game containing the same
tiva characters undertaking the
same adventure, Both of our polnt-
winners played the same character,
a Dwarven thief, Tha “Traveller"
section attracted only seven players,
although the standard of play was
high and was aranged so that each
two players from Saturday's game
went into Sunday's-s final, in which
cur represantative played an E:;-
Spece Marine on 2 sensitive underc-
over mission,

In the othar period we entered,
“Ancients”, with armies from Tibet,
Persia, Spain and Irsland, we achi-
eved our usual standard of results,
with our two highest players coming
equal 13th. We alse achieved our
main objective of -having & good
time and getting well wrecked.

TIODLES THE CAT.
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ANGLESEY - NUCLEAR DUMP?

After recent dumping of the
government's plans fo bury nuclear
waste at one of the four Consarvative
held areas, where that party's sup-
port was sliding fast, plans have
been repartad that four other areas
have bsep chosan, which include
Anglesey to be suitable to site
a puclear waste graveyard,

Nirex (Nuclear Industry Radio-
active Waste Executive) are invest-
igating the Orknpeys, Western Isles
of Scotland, the Wesh hinterland
and Anglesey for such burial grounds,

This follows a report published
by the British Geological Scciety,
vwhich outlined possible areas for
ruclear waste cumping on geological
frounds,

They showed that 35-40% of
the British maipnland has suitable
ceological structure: Mr P, Curd,
MNirex spckesperson, said thet other
tactors have to be taken into account
before a decision can be made,

The 'othar factors' are, gener-
ally, population levels, transport
facilities, and whether or not the
area was designated to be of special
interest,

Much, approximately 30%, of
the suitable areas, geclogically,
are in the South East of England
according to Mr Curd., Areas which
are heavily populated, and at the
heart of conservative £agland.

Anglesey is, geographically,
central in the UK, with wall estabii-
shaed rail and sea routes - and is
particularly near major nuclear
sites such as Sellatield (Windscale),
and Trawsfyrnydd. It even has it's
own, very much publicised station,
Wylfa. The area is not heavily popul-
ated, and is not, for the most part,
designated officially as of 'special
interest’,

Anglesey's Conservative MP,
Keith (share-scam) Best (soon retir-
ing}, said thet he was in favour
of an "expanded role" for ruclear
powar, bdut there were "no suitable
sites" on the islané for nuclear
waste disposal.

Mr, Celin Parry, prospoctive
Labour candidate, said he was "not
in favour of dumping in Anglesey,
or of nuclear powar"., And he further
sald that there was "No real sclution
to the waste problem" that the nucl-
ear industry produced, and that
thosa in favour of nuciear fuels
should accept the waste it produced,

Huw Williams,

WANTED:
WELCOME WEEK VOLUNTEERS

Voiunteers are requested to
help run events in Welcome WYeek
(litt service, course advice etc),

If you are interested, please
till out & form - printad herse, or
available #rom:

General Office,

2rd Fleor,

Students' uUnion.

Or: Contact Nick Jones via 2nd flcor
pigeon holes.

=

ORIENTEERING
B.S5.5.F, Chanmpionships, Keele iUniver-
sity, 11th/12th Aprii

This time we only got lest on
the way tc the event, which was held
on Cannock Chasel For once we didn't
teal out of place in our “extremely
bad taste" green and yellow club "pyj-
‘F-: amas”, most of the other teams were
colour - yawnt

Mike Lates, fresh from a week's

i

.y

%{5 dressed in varicus shades of techhi-
N5

.4

Asdan o dom 1tlal teman
T T Tets 4l of rey came 6th, meanwhile Clive nutted a

[]
-

7773 hvew o taw garmestrity
© A bavemant wilh irdeent Sover

L

Folentuty butsste
Amal rugna *

training (7} on Skye gusted home to
an impressive 3rd place. Tony couldn't
find any rivers te jump in and so

tres~-stump but meneged to stagger

potantally dutsbH

ReGmpniary lormatons heroically to the firish, apd so to

hospital for some stitches, Nick
and Captain Tony want for fame apd
glory on the tough {1¢ miles cross-
country} course but had to settle
tor nothing much,

Keele University 1is the sort
of sickepingly nice, dull place that
would drive you out of your mind with
boredom in about a week! Their Union
bar, which stayed dead ever when filled
with drunk people, made even the Ffridd
seem like a groovy place, so we Were
forced to walk a mile for a good pint,
or six, {or ten, Mike, Rob).

The next morning ocur relay teams,
"Bangor A" and (aptly) "Bangovers"
came nowhere and somewhere respectively
in the actiop-packed climax to an
enjoyable waskend. A team of "Steve
Cram clones" won the main event,
Bangor girls' team would have won
easily, but sadly there is no such
team at prasent, A great weekend
was had by all {(except Clivel), Thanks
to T.W. for drivirg "to where no bus
has been hafore"|

For details, contact any club
,» easlly spotted posing in their

i

VELCOWE_WEEK HELEPERS

Areas containing geological environments suitable
for deep disposal of intermediate level waste

raw flashy shirts,

TONY CALLOW

1987 /CYRORTHWYWYR ¥ WYTHNOS GROESQ _1G87

College Address/
Cyfeiriad Coleg 86/87 :

Home Address/Cyfeiriad
Cartref 87/88 :

College address/
Cyfeiriad Coleg 87/88%

Are you aver 217/
a ydych dros 217

Courses you can advise on/
Cyrsiau y medrwch rhoi
cyngar aranynt

Can you drive?/
a allwch yrra car? @ ., . ... 0 e,
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WHICH PARTICULAR BACKLASH?

An article by Mary Stott in
the May edition of “Losmopolitan”,
entitled “Ban the Backlashl" is
briefly sumwarised in the caption:

"HWomen aren't slipping back
inte second-class status. Ya'va
come & long way and things are look-
ing good,"

I admire her positive enthusiasm
and optimism for women's status
today, but there is a complacent
satisfaction running throughout

her feature which teeters precari-
ously on the brink of Pride's in-
evitable Fali,

Stott argues that there is
definitely no backiash teoday, and
that by no means are wa living in
a "Post-Faminist" period. Back-
lashas , she writes, bhave always
fizzled out and will do sc again.

So in the meantime, we grit our
teath and weit until a phase of
support  for our “cause" appears

from the faging out of apother back-
lash, only to watch it diminish
slowly bensath e new “temporary”
attack on the Yomen's Movement,

Stott reters to the '60s, when
voung wemen had never heard of key
figures ip the development of femi-
nism in America, such as Betty Frie-
dan and Anrne Xoedt, The British
women of this paeriod, brought up
by mothers who had been wound up
with the post-war emphasis on the
Housewife Role, were igporant of
women's issues affecting them, and
their expectations, argues Stott,
ware predictably low, They had
no reason to suppose that the back-
lashes of the 'SOs apd '60s worked
against them, instead they accepted
subordination as the nperm. Stott
stresses that women today have easier
accass to an understanding of fem-

NG TITS BUT BALLS"...A new organ
for Labour,

A paper that takes a different
attitude towards today's news 1is
indeed 2 good thing. Its best to
see an epoliticel press, but In
the present ‘Conservative' climate,
being manifestly Soclalist may be
torgiven as re-drassing the balance.

News on Sunday is said to be
"A& radical Sunday newspaper...Brit-
ain's Bravest and Brightest”. Rabidly
Secialist it may be, it also champ-
tons causes that an apathetic British
pubiic may find offansive, depressing
or just plain dull,

Isclating it's possible reader-
ship is thus a problem for the paper,
Revolutionary fervour may further
ba blunted by the need to appease
its ftinanciers., Even though its
reciaved around £2 million from
the TUC other sourcas may dry up,
especially with the proiected reader-
ship of B00,000 not aven being half-
met, An sditorial ‘battle' is suppo-
sadly in progress, with a tarceshire
gusinessman, Mr. Owen Oyston, ready
tc pump more money into the venture
but taking an active rele in it's
management.

Some of the social problems
discussed are: iradequate funding
at the social services, leading
to innocent caregivers being blamad
of child abuse;'trick' questicns
oA unemployment benefit forms to

inism, which is true, and tpat we'lve
come 2 long way since the time twenty
years ago when a VWoman's Place was
babind the kitchen sink with a baby
perched on her hip,

Obvicusly, there have been
progressions for women since then,
both socially and ecancnically,
and indeed Stott emphasisas improve-
ments in areas like broadcasting,
where chapces for women have incre-
ased since 1970 when there was only
ohe female hroadcaster on the radio,
and nona on TV.

However, 1 feel that Stott
ignores the uglipess of a woman's
status today, and instead concent-
rates on the improvemenys she has
witnessed, 1 argue that the young
wemen of the '50s and '60s became
our methers, and were just as “un-
informed” as their mothers had been,
regarding Wemen's Rights., How many
of our mothers have become full
supporters of  Female Liberation
simply because they ware growing
yp at a time when feminism was start-
ing to srode the shoras of England
from tha US when they were approach-
ing womanhood? Influence from their
mothers repeated itselt in influence
upon us, The Women's Movement lacks
a great deal of support from women
of ail ages, and young girls today
are po more "in touch" with the
danger of backlashes thap their
mothers had been.

Look arocund you - we live in
a swamp o©f backlashes. The “pap"
fed to teapage girls of the post-
war paried in magazines of the day
axists often in a more blatant form
in the stuff they're reading today.
Hands up these who were carried
through sarly adelescence cn a diet
of "Jackie" or "Blue Jeaps". with
articles like "How to revitalise

seve government monay, and ‘doctor'
the figures: housing shortages etc,
creating, in many people's view
a more real image of the erosien
in the quality and '?sopa of many
peoples lives in Thatcher's Britain.

In 2 move to look back down
the unfocusad telescope our press
has towards Ireland, the paper leads
the recent I[RA deaths in toughgall,
with the leader ‘Cities riot after
SAS Death ambush', and claim that
the SAS executed IRA members who
had surrendered. Police were also
said to have taunted the IRA by
daubing their vehicles with 'Eight-
Nil',

Animal liberation issues are
alse given a2 'less-traditional'
fiavour, Descriptive writing to

stir any human sensibilities captures
the agony, and helplessness, of
the crestures that man mutilates.

There 1s a 'jeoliy' side 'to
the ‘rag'. with & running cartoon
on ‘'the Secret diary of Margeret
Hilda®*, by the author of master
mole , theres also “"Codd's Wallop®,
and a wulture, Ancther funny thing
is that they claim to have regionsal
interest at heart. Trey might include
S4C in the telly guide!

Compared toc it's competitors
it isn't a bad paper,and does. to
some extent, question the T'news’,
but like it's tabloid counter-parts
it wallows in sensationalism.

HUW WILLIAMS,

your wardrobe t¢ vwow your Boy at but there are toco many forces op-
the youth <¢lub” to show us where posing Women's Struggle in all kinds
we stood? Women are put down and of areas today for ma to feel gush-
humiliated constantly today, and ingly grateful for tha generally
it is a purely ostrich-like appreoach slight improvements, I just cannot
to suggest that because the past statements telling me that
twenty years has seen some improve- erganisations like the W.I. and
ment in their position, mainly legalw the Townswomen's Guild are “bread-
ly and eccnowmically., "things are ening their horizons™ when I Xnow
locking good". Stott mentions the damn  well
large under-representation of woman teminist streaks running throughout
in areas like the medical profession those collectives of women, and

accept

thera are definite anti-

and in various government depart- 1 don*t believe we have got rid
ments, but does not recognise the of "that patronising label" - Women's
existence of wider injustices, Lib.

Female subordipation is  present
today as a virteal wey of life.
and it is paive ot Stott to ocutline
a specific backlash (such as the
one from the mid '70s that she mep-
tions, when o book called "The Female
Woman" by Arienna Stassinopoulos
was published), since this implies
that we're coasting along quite
nicely with the odd interruption
that we somehow manage to handle.
How can she pinpeint the publication
of ope book as a specific attack
on feminism, when the wmid '70s also
saWw anp Equal Pay and Sex Discrim- Her article presented the kind
ination Agt which failed tohave of satisfaction that people like
much effective significance and David Stayt would love us all to
throughout that decade, overiapping feel with our lives today as women.
into this, we have seen the rising Instead of displaying a balanced
popularity of the Page 3 Phenomeha, account of women's status, Stott
Beauty Contests, ap increase in focussed on the Backlash as & fre-
the amount of rape cases, and & quent interruption te what is gener-

Stott ends her article by dec-
rying David Stayt, who was respon-
sible for @ “recent backlash" -
a journal entitled “Vive la differ-
ance!” - because bhe outlines the
woman's role in all areas as neces-
sarilly-submissive. Yet I can almost
hear her support for him whep she
tells us that, among cother wifely
tasks, bher mother would darn heles
ir her father's 5cck5.‘ ma‘xe Jjams
ard pickles, and do the waekly wash,
and she also mahagsed to hold down
a career and interests. Superwoman!

gensral expansion of the fcmalie ally ‘a smoothly rup, “near as demmit"
exploitation which existed twenty position of equality. I leave it
ysars ago. 1 could pirpeint quite up te you to decide whether or pot
a few more backlashes than Stott we're slipping, or have slipped,
seems to want to, bagk into  secondwcless  status.

She guides ws through her art- “Ban the backlashl" - easier said
jela with a cheerful, optimistic than done,

approach that makes me want to share

her unylelding positive outlock, EMMA CLAYTON

Rireco and Veauve Centre

Railway Hotel, Bangor

available for your
private parties

special rates
for students

licenced
until 12:00

music & dancing
until 12:30

phone 362158
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SOME  STUDENTS MAY FEEL 7THAT ThELR
SECURITY IS SUDDENLY UNDER THREAT.
THERE HAVE BEEN ATTACKS ON STUDENTS
RECENTLY WHICH HAVE BEEN QUITE VvIC-
I0US, AND ANTI-STUDENT FEELING AMO-
NGST' THE [INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY SEEMS
TO BE AT AN UNPRECEQENTED HIGH,

Student-lecal frictien is not,
though, & radically npew phenomenon,
The more paranoid amongst us can
take little comfort in that alone,
but it may be at least of interest
to know that this friction is no-
where near as bad as it used to
ba,

It's alse worth bearipg in
mind that in the past, the bulk
of this antipathy bhas heen caused
by & failure, on the part of the
student body, o dispel hackneyaed
and negative images of themselves
amcngst the local community. Many
resant the blase abuse of privilege
which often accompanies student
presence, and student behaviour
at its most mipdless often helps
turn this resentment inte angar,
This particularly happens when this
privilege seems to allow them to
go uvhpunished when their bahaviour
is at its most destructive.

On  Mednesday, 27th February,
1957, Bangor University's once-
colebrated Dabating Scciety debated
the motion: "THAT THE TOWN AND GOWN
WILL NEVER AGREE, AND RIGHTLY SO".
The debate was ill-attended, apd
was handled with alarming f{lippancy.
15 voted against tha motion, while
33 actually wvoted for it, That
such a majority should, | flippantly
or otherwise, accept (and, thus,
advocate) a perpetual state of ant-
agenism 1s discemferting to say
the least, It was, as they say,
a red rag te a2 bull, and was a rag
which had been, and was to remain,
ong fraquently and arrogantly waved,

Disgruntled.

NFORECAST", the student news-
paper of old, was reporting unsav-
oury and antagonistic student be-
haviour as early as pre-Teddy-boy,
post-War 1950, In the ftirst issue
of that year (lith Oct.), a letter
appeared complaining about the unruly
and drunken behavicur of a handful
of male students. Apparently, Sat-
urday night revellers were returning
to their lodging en masse, intim-
idating the local community. On
their arrival, they would “serenade”
female students until mornihg, caus-
ing a disturbance which the local
community was powerless to stop.
The writer of the letter (a "Dis-
gruntled") described it as “mob
hysteria” and "Heoliganism,.,under

-athar look at Tawn-aollee Relations

way w e

the pseudonym of serenading."

The unusual thing about the
most boisterous of this behaviour
is that
at the same time avary yaar: in,
the second or third week
of the first term. Tha aditorial
of the issue which was published
almost exactly a year later (19th
Jct. 1951) tried to explain why
this happened, it claimed that
after onply a short time in Bangor,
previously shy freshers gained encugh
confidence to start copying. the
bghaviour of the second and third

it always seems (o occur

roughly,

years, Freedem for the first time
though, led +to an annoying over-
reaction. “After a couple of weeks

in college", acceording to Foracast,
“students quickly go to the dogs."

A festure ip the same issue
suggested that students should have
their -own sanatorium built ip Bri-
tain. Here, tired, ill, or Jjust
vorried students could work in quiet
and comfertable surroundings - fund-
ed, presumably, by tired, il or
"just worried" tax-paying lecals.

Another letter a year on (again
at roughly the same time) complained
about an inter-college soccer match
betwaen Rangor apd Cardiff, A non-
University Bangor local was used
as the referes, and before, during
anpd after the match, the man was
abused and threatened by the Ban-
gorians not for being the referee,
but merely for baing a local.

Go forward twe years - again
at roughly the same tinme - and the
letters opage becomes the outlet
tor  another puritans' outrage.
in 2 letter headed "Daddy's Pants”
(for no apparent reason), one student
expresses his anger at & group of
treshers who bad, apparently, broken
into a number of collega buildings.
In the following issue (12:11:54),
a letter appeared headed “Daddy's
Pants which one of
this gang wrote to justify his act-
ions: “After all,” he saoid, “we
are students”, After alil,.,

(again}”, in

Fair games.

A year later ({(again, almost
exactlyl, twe  incidents occurred
in short succession which led to

the portrayal of Bangor students
as little more than hooligans who
pbelieved that their behaviour fell
within their rights as students.
Ffair Borth (Menai Bridge Fair)
nad become fair game for a3 bit of
a ruck between University students
apd Mormal College studants, In
19535, though, this "ruck" resulted
in 8 near-riot, leading to the arrest
of three students, A gang of stu-
dents hed blocked the road at the

W e r e n

ATTITUDES,AND BEHAVIOUR OF BANGOR STUDENTS SINCE 1945

'FORCAST!

Taken  from 22/12/1958

traffic island during the course
af the fighting and, at the height
of the violence, this gang attempted
to coverturn a slow-moving car, car-
rying "nop-U" refugees away from
the fracas. In the press though,
two widely differing ‘accounts of
that day's events wers given. In
the Bangor and North Wales Weekly
News of the following week, Super-
intendent G.W.Brown said that “...
Conditions were deplorabla.{ and
the police officers on duty had
serious difficelty in mainteining
public order.” Forgcast reported
the incident with such bubbly friv-
olity that those who read the stu-
dent press alene would've mistaken
it for a garden party:

“It was most gratifying to
tind many freshers women take part
in the atfray, but where were the
men? I hope the wemen will persuade
them to come along next ysar...tell
them to brirg an adeguate supply
of fruit and flour...above all,
leave valuables apd breakables at
homs . "

It was only a week befora vio-
tence again flared in Banger. On
bonfire night, the fourth anniver-
sary of Benidicimus®s untimely de-
mise was celebrated with its usual
zealotry, only this year local youths
decided to jein in, As a result
of this "participation", there was
widespread University,
private and public property,

damae to

Sporting life.

Similar incidents probably
occurred for the next saven years
without much  variatiom, because

it wasn't until 1962 that violence
flared te such an extent that it
was copsidersed newsworthy again.

The 9th Hov, issuo of Forecast
in that year reported an "unrivalled

display of hooliganism which caused
the police to be called ocut on sever-
al occasions,” 200 members of var-
ious Aberystwyth sports teams were
in Banger, and were, aleng with
a hoandful of Bangor ‘“spertsmen®,
respansible for a night of violence
which included the following in-
cidents:

- sabotege of the Registrars Office.
- the smashiny of all doors and
windows in the Union House,

- assault of the Union President
and of one Forecast repurter,

- damage to the Roilway, Gwynedd
(now “"Gardan") and British Hotels
following outbreaks of fighting

between students and locals,

- the theft of keys to™rooms in
St, Mary's which led to the severe
barrassment of women Education stu-
dents in their own rooms,

1
t.
THE SECOND IN A SHORT SERIES EXAMINING THE LIFESTYLES

by J.M.Lawton

Five years later it was Swan-
sea's turp to help promote student-
community relatiops in Bangor.

On 21st Octobar, 19067, Swansea
University Rugby Club defoliated
Upper Bangor by systematically re-
moving evary tree they could find,
and then set about casting Bangor

inte darkness by digging up and
disconnecting electricity supply
cables.  Agesin all that Bangor re-

ceived in return was a polite ap~
oclogy,

The incidents of 25th Octobezr,
1975 made it seem a5 it evary five
years or so, all the other cclleges
in Wales sent a busload of "dele-
gates" to Bangor fo inflame the
local community and give mast Bangor
students a bad neme. On this day,
well-oiled WIST students
involved in a three-way fight between
Bangor students anhd locals who were
using the Union Bar on that Setur-
day night, following some fairly
dirty brawling, the IWIST
bsat a hasty retreat_ to their coach,

This " incident - was only ten
days after Bapgor University Soccer
Team rap amok in Aberystwyth. One
member of the team (aided, presum-
ably, by elaven of his friends)
threw a weighing wmachine through
2 shop window, after trashing most
of the other windows op the High

bacame

teams

“Straet, These Twelve Good Men And
True were arrested, but only one
was charged - with stealing & pint
glass,

This article wasnh't so much
compiled as EDITED. Viclence on
this scale happaned s¢  frequently
that to recount it all would prove
highly repatitive, It seeomed that
every other issue of 'FORECAST®,
"GRAFFITI", or "LOOKOUT" dealt with

this seemingly perpetual town-gown
antagonism,

From the mid- to late- Seventies
onwards, though, there seems to

have besn a 1lull in eovents on a
large encugh scale to provoke very
strong  anti-student feeling, Par-
haps tho natusre of the student body
has changed. Higner education is
no  less compatitive an arena to
enter, but the shedding of a lot
of prestige and privilege surrounding
S$tudent life has helped to get rid
of a lot of this resentment, Nona-
theiess, a dagrea of prassure betwaen
‘the two communlties remains.  Stu-
dents still indulge in some archaic
rituals which are basically hooli-
ganism undar the guise of tradition,
and for some resson, academice ab-
itity stiil makes a
gullty of & crime,

person  loss
Until these
facts are nro lopger true, wa will
olways be face with & degres of
studant-local antagonism.
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As you may know, every year
at the ond of June laesbians and
gay men from all over the country
hold a carnival parade and festival

in Leondon. It's a day of celebration,
with a wida range of social and
commarcial interests involved, but
it's alsec a political occasion,
when large numbers of oppressed
and usuelly invisible people are
visible in large numbars on the

streets of London.

This year the Pride march takes
place against a background of intens-
lesbians and gay

itied attacks on

Gay

pigeon
the

If
Group's activities and Lesbian
issues,
Lesbian

Student's

men under cover of tha AIDS scare.

Daniai ot our rights is now being
justified as a legitimate public
health measure, and it's becoming

raspactable te call for compulsory

screening, registration and surveill-
ance, The gutter press, religious
bigots apnd right wing moralists
are clamouring for more and more

reprassive measures against homosex-
uais, and quearbashers on the streets
now have a new excuse. In this atmos-
phera, it's vital that as many people
as possible support the demand for
losbian and gay rights,

Whether you are homosexual
or heterosexual please join us on
Saturday 27th Junse for the march
- starting at Speaker's Corner -
and show your solidarity for Lesbian
and Gay Liberation.

you are interested in tha
and
you can contact the

and Gay Officer via the
holes on the 2nd Floor of

Union outside the

General Gffice,

LESBIAN AND GAY GROUP MEETS
EVERY SUNDAY
2nd  FLOOR

THE
REGULARLY AT 3.30pm
IN THE WELFARE OFFICE,
OF THE STUDENT®S UNION,

Ceeasionally social events are organ-

ised.

noticaboard on

of the

the Lesbian
the main
Student’'s Union,

Hateh and Gay

staircase

HOMOSEXUAL?

FOR ADVICE AND INFORMATION
IN CONFIDENCE RING

GWYNEDD

BANGOR

351H5 (0248)
FRIDAY 7 —9 p.m.

1 have been going through a custody case which began in the summer just before
1 went to Oaklands. After the holiday I took the kids to the seaside, and
my ex-husband came and snatched them fromthe bosrding house where we were
staying. Scon afterwards 1 went to court and he was awarded interim custody.
[ was really shocked by this, because he has a #full time job and lives on
his own. His mother was expected to lock after tham,

Thare was a time when 1 was thinking of denying that 1 was a lesbian
but it became impossible because he had got hold of my private papers and
latters. Also I knew that if I denied it I would always be watched if 1 did
viin custody on these grounds.

During the case one of the worst things -wes being investigated by the
court walfare officer. It was constantly impliad that ] was a bad mother bec-
ause I left my husband and wes e lesbian. I was forced to stop doing anything
that might be considered as bad motherhood in their terms. I had to give up
my job because good mothers don't work, they stay at home and lock after the
children. I couldn't go to feminist conferences, because this would be pushing
my politics down the children's throats, I was even asked ebout taking my
children on a peace demonstration. The welfare officer kept on trying to get
me to say whether I would take a butch or femme role in my next lesbian relat-
ionship. Most of his raport was about my sexuvality, not my relastionship with
the children, which he never denied was good. He suggested that the children
would have problsims with their sexuality and ail lesbians had dominating fat-
hers.

My ex-husband couidn't accept that 1'd left him to go and live and relate
to wemen s¢ he became really vindictive. In the case he implied that I was
mad, dishonest, promiscuous and a bad mother. I had to go and get a psychiat-
rists report from HIS psychiatrist to show I wasn't mentally disturbed,

He drove me into a situation whera I almost began to believe what he
was saying about me; in that situation it was very important to have the sup-
port of other lesbians and lesbian mothers. In the end I withdrew from the
court case as it was clear that [ wasn't going to win. Fighting through the
court was tighting on their terms and as a white middis-class male he had
avarything on his side. I became worried that I would get bad access arrange-
ments if the hearing continued.

The courts don't care what happened to the children or the effect their
seperation from ma is having on them, 1 put a lot of energy into ecaring for
my children for five years and the courts totally disregard this, I den®t
oven know if I should be writing this down; it's supposed tc be secret. But
part of breaking down thair powsr is to bs esble to tslk about what happenad
to me and to share it with other women in similar situations,

The only way 1 think things will improve, and what 1 am fighting for
is to meke all lesbians accepted, to make ourselves more public as lesbians
and mothers and to say we are not going to stop having children because we
are lesbians.

called
whole  subscribe

LESBIAN MOTHERIOOD Hberated eighties, on the

to the view that

A number of points made by leshians and gay men are sick, abnor-
the lesbian in this article are mal deviants and unfit to care for
fairly typical of lesbian custedy  children.
cases. Firstly, when ex-husbands This of course throws up an
contest custody it is often pot enormously misintormed belief that
witha view to caring for them thems-  children are asexusl beings and

elves, but rather for a female rela- the thought that they wiil be stra-

tive 1ike a mother or new wifae to  ight when they grow up. Childres
laok atter. The glaring inconsistency  ©f lesbian mothers infact stand
hare is of course that a heteco to berafit enormously as they have
sexual mother would, in most cases, been ‘~an to have (understandably)
be eutomatically awarded custody very tolerant views when they are
{courts assume that childcare is older and a far more informed choice
womun's workl), about their sexuality., Anyone who

"LESBIAN MOTHERS ON  TRIAL" wants to know more about lesbian
is the title of a survey on the motherhood, the book "LESBIAN MOTHERS'
treatment of lssbians in  court, LEGAL HANDBOOK" is a wvaluable source
It is no way an exaggeration, it of information, or phone Bangor
is the lesbian who is interogated Lesbian Line to be put in contact
about her lifestyle, sexuality and with the HNational Lesbian Mothers'
pelities, courts still, in the so- Campaign,

‘pea® RomliE
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WEST, THE BALANCE OF TRADE

There is a kind of horrible irony
about the sericusness with which . the
British and American governments take
the economic war with Japan. Not only
have the wicked Japanase bean punished
for practicing the best free market
principles and selling us their goods
and services at well under what we
could offer. (Leaving the Cable and

EAST

Wireless row aside tor the moment:
and what, [ wonder, would have been
the reaction of this government to

the pews that a Japanese firm wanted
aven more of the British Telecom floa«
tation than Keith Best.} The really
worrying: point is that in the eyes
of Mrs. Thatcher and Mr, Reagan this
is ¢learly a far more henious crime
than all the horrors of twenty-odd
years of Apartheid.

The oub of this sordid matter
is that wultimately the government
is right, The Jjapanese and the other
Far Eastern countries do wundercut
tha Western industrial nations un-
fairly. They do it through working
conditicns even cur cowed Unions can-
not be forced to accept. Through 'pro-
gressive work practices' (progressive

foudalism?} and through the cheaper
raw material availadble .from Xorea
and Malaysia, extracted with what

is practically slave labour. The exp~
loitation of women and part-time lab-

our, the use of child labour ir cond-
itions which, under interpational
taw, are technically slavery all cont-

ribute to the price difference betwaeh
Far Eastern and Westarn radies,

An interesting
procasses of

example of the
thought on both sides
Somma is provided

MISS ENGLAND - MISUNDERSTCOD

Picture the scens; thirty twe
leggy lovelies await their turn onm
the catwalk; a hard branded with "swim-
as they prepare to parade for
audience and judge. A sturdy, healthy-
locking crop this year - the bidding
will be high, the competition {fierce,
But a good time will be had by all:
it's harmless peak-time viewing and
nobody can objiact.

Tne show has begun;
mars and friend irtreduce their
lightfu! studio audience, and tha
armchair oglers viewing from home,
to yet another glittery, star-studded
evaning of  family entertainment,
With an impressive array of judges,
consisting aof such well-loved house-
held names as Bruce Forsyth and Jimmy
Tarbuck, and musakel relief provided
by an offshest of "Bucks Fizz", whe

wear"

Judith Chal-
de-

could say the messrs Morley haven't
done their utmost to delight us once
again?

Of courst it's all goed, <lean
tun; there can't possibly be anything
wrong with an evening spent eysing

the female form as it presents itself

to & panel of clapped out TV celeb-
rities. How could anyone feel strongly
about the idea of a herd of girls
sppearing under different guises of
"gwim", "casual" and “evening" wear,
a5- they compete for the prestigious
and much-envied title of “Miss-Most-

Sindy-Like-Figure-That-Can-Possibly-
Be-Achieved-By=-A-Human-Being"?
is that Miss-Uncanny-Resembiance-
To-Bruce-Forsyth® s« Slxthowife '7)
The title means an awful 1ot to these
ambitious young girls, it pro-

{or

since

by the
of their intention to build an inter-
national airport on land at present

recent Japanese anpnouncement

under water, This
thoroughly Japenese,

spectacular, and
feat of engine-

ering has caught the Yan-hungry ayes
of wvarious Western consortia, For
reasons best known to themselves the

inscrutable occidentals decided that
Japanese nerve in backing this high-
risk venture ought to mean something
like ninety percent of the contracts
going out West. Not surprisingly,
the Japanese told them whera to get
off, What is both surprising and rev-
eatipng are their stated reasons for
shopping at home. Apparently. only
Japanese companies have the nescessary
experience of this kind of work, {This
seams dubjous to put it mildly -the
Dutch have hbuilt about half their
nation on land that used to belong
te Davy Jones,) The second reason
is wore revealing: apparently only
Japanese
done on time and only they would
be prepared to risk their lives to
get it finished.

It is a herrible thought that
even now scme Britfish and Americanr
companies are probably turning out
prospectuses in  Japanese explaining
how the naw styie Western workforce
is also quite happy to commit Hari
Kiri in the cause of the firm's bank
balance.

This brings us quite nicely to
the Western Market Forces ansvwer to
‘the problem, Quite simply, make sure
Western workpractices ravert to the
fourteenth century and catch up with
the Japanesa. In the interval of danhg-
erous modern anachronism  ipterfere

vides an outlet from part-time model-
1ing to full time boutique and old
people's home opening, and of course
thera's the bonus of an appearance
or Tvam befere sliding oif inte com-
plete obscurity.

Desigher swimwear, orange suntans,
leg-langthening haels, and those nat-
ural, completely un-salf-conscious
smilgs revealing perfectly manicured
teath any Osmond would have been proud
to own - Miss Regional is set to take
the limelight. Released from her
par behind the scenes, she s led
through Miss Chalmers' witty but comp-
limentary banhter towards her judges,
for whom she has a prepered smile,

and then we are shown that looks and &

poise are not all she possesses to
c¢laim the crown - Miss Regional has
a perscnality too. Of course this
will come as a revelation fo those
of you cynical encuyh to dismiss Beauty
Competitions as little more that bat-
tles of that onre assat, but these
giris have brains too, and this is
axposed to the full during their in-
depth conversations with our hostess,
Miss Regiomal is not only a freguent
dabbler in part-time modelling, she
also loves children and collects Duran
Duran memorabilia. Winning the comp-
etition would mean everything
but, naturally, fame and fortuna are
net going to change her lifestyile,
and she wil: use her title to help
those less fortunate than herself
- sick enimals, old pecple, homaless
orphans - theyéwill all benefit from
har success,

So, she's pot just pretty face,
well-worn opposing
the competition on

to her,

The
participation in

cliche her

workers would get the job.

desparately
omias

in othar people's econ-
(perish the thought that we
should interfere in our owh), to sell
our uneconomically humanitarian goods.
That there is another possible sol-
ution does not seem to have cccurred
to anyons -sanctions can be used to
change other thipgs apart from Stock
Market admissions. The fact that the
West has persistantly failed to use
sanctions to improve the lot of the
working  population of South Africa
does not mean that they won't work
in the Far East, Incidently, if sanct-

ions atfect the lowest paid first
and hence are immoral against the
RSA, how the hell are thay supposed

to sffect the heads of the Japanese
capitalist

systemf! What sanctions

IROHTS
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Beat The Examlner At Hts Own Gamesz

THE SECRET OF STUDENT SUCCESS

Ly Elliol Right Way Books
O"l) £1,30 #*x* Onlv £1.20 **%* Only £1.

should be aimed at is, getting social
change; improved workpractices, pay
and working conditions for the working
paople of the Far East.

In this case, not only would
you legitimise the cempetition betwaen
East and West but you would also hum-
anise the lives of millions of the
most savagely economically oppressed
workers in the world. I am pot saying
#his is a likely, practical or even
possible suggesticn. 1 am just using
it to highlight the nausseting bleat-
ing of a lot of very powerful hypo-
crites who find themselves badly baat-
en at their own sordid game, and whe
don®t seem to like it.

Rick Peterson,

o
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AT vurvarranrarassassacsasnsanans

the grounds of degradation and humi-
liation crumbles beneath the display
of bubbling persomality and intense
conversation, This contest includas
all features, and the fact that it
invelves a conveyor helt of fomales
and a Jjudging system that happens
to resemble the selection of livestock,
has rothing to do with its undeserved

widespread criticism,
Ne; it's because the cropped-
hairad, haggy-dungareed  plain-Janes

that moan on and on about things like
"expleitation” and "liberation" =an
never hope to be as attractive as
the array of Sindies you see before
you, They're jealous, so
angry - it's as simple as that,

they're

Everyone enjoys a good Besuty
Contest, Don't spoil it by questioning
things like values, Woman wera put

may be obtatred either frop
the publishers,

Toklliot Right Way Bocks, Kingswood, Surrey, KT206TDriease

COPY GF

vour Dook-
tick

‘ARNHEIM'S ANSWER'. I enclose
30 (£1.,20 plus 30p for post-

"THE EXAM SECRET'. I eunclose
.50 1£1.20 plus 30p for post-

the total anow.t to pay

DETAL COT a i aavearr i iiiaas

here to wear skimpy clothes and smile
tor male judges - why else would there’.
be such things as Wet T-shir{ comp-*
etiticns and Page 3 Girl of the Year
awards? It's when wa start to question
things that we females find ourselves
out of our depth, As Samam'fa Fox
s0 thoughtfully peints out:

“They use me, so why shouldn't I usa
them?"

Our task is to take advantage
of the fact that we can sell curselves,
and any objection to this simply has
to emount to jealous frustration,
After all, harbouring
pressed desires to win "Miss Looks/Per-
sonality/Suntan/Natural Smile", Aren't
we?

ve're all re-

CHMA CLAYTON
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The Union's AGM saw the year
Jut with e bang - although for much
of the time the recurring problem of
inquoracy impeded procesdings. It
strikes me as being near futile
for a Union to attempt to provide
services for its mempers if such an
important -« and highly advertised -
meating as thic can rot even maintain
a quorate numbar of students - 90
only - for the whole proceedings.

Howevar, the quality of debate
was high, as usual, and the motions
discussed deserve to be transmitted
to all the mombers - so hare goes!

REPORTS

Steph Hill, the Melfare Qffiger.
stated in her report, which started
the meating, that student accommod-
ation is still a major problem area
in Bangor. It seems then that Jemes
Francis has aquite a challenge in
convincing College authorities and
private landlords to esse the situa-
tion, although the proposed extension
of facilities at S5t. Mary's are a
step in the right direction. Steph
further commented on the successful
campaign to save the Student Health
Centre, thanks in the main to worthy
afforts of the Welfare Office in the
faca of great opposition from within
Coilege. Other major developments in
the area of Welfars include the
appointments of Fran Tate and Mavis
Jones as Research and Walfare Officer
and Overseas Student Adviser respect-
ivaly - staff who have proved to be a
great source af support for many
students already.

The activities of Pata Townshend
have been many and varied, as shown
in his report as Community Action
Orgeniser. The most notable develop-
ment in the CA Office this yesr has
bean the extension of the rale of the
CA Committee, which has increased the
level of involvement within Bangor,
Cf particular interest is the camp-
aign to rebuild Maes Tryfan Youth
Club - for which CA hope to be zble
to raise a further £20,000, Pete’s
report highlighted the wide variety
of projects students and non-students
can invelve themselves in, but the
best way to find out more details is
to call in the office, which is now
attended at all times by a member of
the committee,

Jon Wild presented quite a rosy
picture from the Athletics Union,
with many teams paerforming weli in
the University of 'ielss compatitions
(the soccer 3rd team wirning theirs),
Tha recent hockey trip to Zandvoort
(Holland) proved a greal success, as
did the multi-sports competition in
the Spring term, It was quite clear
from his report that Jon has been
kept vary busy in the AU office this
yuar, meeting with several national
sports bodies as well as representing
ucM¥ and Welsh Universities on the
rugby team.

Colin Campbell, reporting for
the last time as Union Chairperson,
delivered a scathing attack on the

AGM. 7.51987

disinterest shown in Union affairs by
the membarship, which disappointed
him, particularly in the light of the
political and financial climate the
Student Union movement now finds
itself in,

Clive Humphries, the Overseas
Students' Officer, stressed the shift
in emphasis in his office from ethn-
icity to catering for the weil-being
of overseas students in general. He
also commented on the successful
developmant of the Oversees Students’
Association, which provides a forum
both for hemdling Individual's prob-
lems  and for organising social
activities.

Martin Furcell, Deputy Chair-
person, commented further on the lack
of interest in Union affairs, However
he saw “light at the end of the
tunnel” in that the exscutive posts
for next year are all full - bar
ong - so at least that committes can
function more effectively.

Toni Vyld, General Secretary,
repcrted on the large range of Enter-
tainments provided in the Union this
yvear and explained that the increased
cost of the Summer Ball tickets was
due to a number of factors - incl-
uding the clash with Glastonbury
which means that we have to hire
outside caterers, and the tact that
the Pasadena Roof Orchestra are
playing - cbviously at a cost! Fig-
urespresented varbatly indicated that
the ticket price of £12.00 will in
fact make a2 loss of ip par ticket!

Much of Toni's interim report
stressed her iInvolvement with the
running of clubs and societies and
liasing with College, while at the
samne time handling day-to-day
anguiries.

The report of Sean McArdle,
President, concentrated ia the main
on new developments in the Union
over the year, including the Jazz
Reom refurbishment, the purchase
of a2 computer ard negociating a
tenancy agreement for the S.U, Bulid-
ing with College. He also announced
that Hall fees will increase by
no more than 2% next year, which
was very pleasing, Under questioning,
it was stated that the investigation
inte the missing crates of Red Stripe
at the Christmas Ball had proved
t¢e be incenclusive due to dubiocus
submissions to that enquiry,

With regards to proposed Cellege
cuts, Sean said the rally was relat-
ively successful in geining publicity.
and that he had written to several
MPs, In this respect, and in provi-
ding a forum for debate, the “impr-
oved" 'Y Seren’ was praised by the
President, who has endeavoured to
use the newspaper more this year,

GUEST SPEAKERS

in between thesa reperts, a
platform was given to prospective
pariiamentary cardidates from the
Labour party and the Liberal/SDP

Alliance. Betty Williams (Lab) gave
a brief synopsis of likely changes
in government, while Roger Roberts
(All} concentrated his speech on
local issues. When quaesticned, both
speakers committed themselves to
the compaign against Coilege Cuts,
ang said that it elected they would
work .with the Union on any further
actien, This section proved..to be
an  interssting interiude in what
proved to be a lengthy meeting.

UNION BUSINESS

There was a constitutional
ammendment passed, which allows
the Atheletics Union to recieve
72% of =all audited income to the
Union on top of the 22§ cut of the
Amaigamation fee, This should allow
tor greater flexibility in the AU's
activities, especially as the Amalga-
mation fee is effectively being
reduced.

Policy motions ranged from
the sublime to the rediculous, alle-
wing for light hearted relief from
serious issues, In these motions,
the Union committed support to the
Vira] Mendis campaign ( Viraj Mendis
has been resident in the UK for
13 years and is "threatsned with
deportation te S$ri Lanka - where
he faces persecution and possible
death"), and made provision for
the election of representative to
the NUS women's Campaign Conferaence
in closed woman's group meetings.

The constitutions of the English
Speaking Union, Bangor University
Branch, and the Pagan Society were
recognised, while the executive
were mandated to have an indapendent
study into the feasibility of forming
a limited company to trade with
the public to be carried out,A diss-
cussion on the price to be charged
for laundrette facilities in the
basement seemed to favour 50p (alth-
ough this matter was left unresoived),
while the motion highlighting the
dangers of alcoho: abuse mandated

ELECTION RESULTS

Deputy Chaicperson:

the executive to ce-ordinate a "Stay-
Dry Campaign*, and a donation of
£50 to the Gwynedd Whole body Scanner
appeal wes sanctioned.

br B ir e B By |

Some of the more “interesting”
motions passed mendated the executive
to realign the Top College buildings
with the Glastonbury-Bangor  ley
lines, and to raise the level of
the Union building, Ugliness was
criticized - namely in the shape
of the Mandels mutal (which is to
be painted over by Spiodge) and
the executive {who have to wear
papar bags over their haads at all
GMst In a similar vein, in order
that the Union Administrator skip
along merrily, it is theught that
the Gen Sec should occesicnally
pinch his bottom!

Motions tc be ratified at
the next ©M include renaming the
Jazz Room the Larry Adler Bar, play-
ing "Iver the Engine" tapes over
the PA at suitable points, at the
discretion of those fine pecple
- Stage Crew and Rag Managers. lndeed,
thae Rag Mapager is the very same
person whe under his real nome is
to be hought a free pint {after
ratification) - namely Shaun Soode,
and his stooges (sorry lads!} Andy
Chipparfield and Matt Haigh, The
same people who were elected to
next years OM Steering Conmittee?
I wonder what surprises we can expect
from tham at next year's General
Meatings?!

The only way to find cut is
to bloody well get down te the Union
and see for yourseltl If you think
this is too f{rivalous, or seems
like good fun, state your casa at
the meetings and have a total shake-
up if needs be. No tutting without
some finger pulling - okay?!

THE EAR THAT HEARS
{The left one that isl}

David Hughses.

Exec, Member: Jehn Hill
Homen's Ofticer; Emma Clayton

Ents Co-ordinator:

Jen Davies

Stage Craw Manager: Kevin Beare
Rag Manager: Shaun Goode

SRC: Kerry Giles
Robko

Morgan Denyer

Hugh Oxburgh
Lee Davis
F and GP: Robbo

Vincent Theobald
&M Steering: Andy Chipperfiald
Patrick Harrop

tionorary Life

to 1 John Hughes
Michael Fox
MNeil Thomas

sembarship granted
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misty in roots

If anyone is interestc in
contributing pbotes, articles, or
ideas for o hew national megazine,
ospecially concerned with the Noerth
Wales area, then could they pleasec

contact MARK LANTON on Bapgor 364775,

THE POETRY MAGAZINE: THE GREEN

FUSE

The Green Fuse is an anthology
of pootry written by students at
gangor University. The collectien
is very well presentgd in ar attrac-
tive rad jocket, whilst the pogas

ar¢ spacicusly leid out. Thore
are no iilustrations e colour
roaders' impressions of the poens:

they are free from visual emhellish~
mants, Contributors range from
the mysterious Robert Ankers to
better known figures such as Andy
Cockhead, Jeromy Hughes and Barry
Kaye. The standard of postry is
excellent. Meturally the subject
matter for meny of the poems is
dovined from love and relationships.

Particular favourites of minc are
the androgynous Robert  Ankers'
"Dreamsong - A Journey", Peter

Macdonald-Smith's "Reading, re-
reading”, and Tim Orrel's "On Sep-
tamber 1st Suddenly®.

Sarah Eason's posm "A Punish-
able Offence” spems to deal with
the more mecanre aspecis of tescher
pupil relationships, but unfor-
tunately ia my copy the printers
have deomed it necessary 1o censsr
the tirst few stapzas, Page 18
remains & blank, 8o too does the
impact of Sarah's poon.

in the foreword the editors
express a2 desire to ensure the
continuity of tho magazine, Hevi
editors will take over st the end
of tho year, and Bagin to collect

peatry for a new sdition which
wilt appear in the first term ot
naxt year. They =2lso oxpress @
desire to print some poetry in
Welsh, All contributiens for the

next edition can be brought to
tha Y SEREN oftice. The nextt edi-
tign of the magazine will coincide
students' pootry reading.
to toke place in tho first week
of Docerber, 1987, This will be
organised in conjunction with the
English Society.

with 2

LCCAL BANDS NIGHT

Qver the
the local bands support group pre-

Easter vacaticn,

sented four iocal band nights in
the jarz room. A variety of musical
styles were in aevidence, ranging
from the hugely talented Joe Soap.

and the dynamic Harvey Star and

the Moonbeams on April 3rd, to Yr
Anhrefrd, Crystallnacht, Nemasis
and Soliloquy on April 10th, Also
playing were The tungs, The Taran-

tulas and Ancther Perfect Vegetable

on  April i7th, and {ut Tunes ard
The Flaps on April 24th.
These gigs were very well

supported and provided great anter-

tainment  to  the Jucky fans, and
it is to ba hoped that the logal
bands suppert group will continue

te provide more great events,
THE EYE THAT SEES
MERCURY

Tying together Draams of Massacre
Hiding the Shattering scream daep
Inside me, donning the smiling

mask to
Show to the world.

{Instant Insanity, a powdered product

available
supermarket
near youll

Scon at & friendly

Allusions of being 2 Ged?

Listen to my ego, that petty tyrant

Cver the emotion, over

All the Four Humours, {*til

beath becomes immortal and instant-
ly forgettablel.

{Gfforings of humen hearts to highar
forms,
Froe with each purchase over £51)

Bolstering myself, I stumble re-
sotutely forward,
come to the end of the
tunnel, that
tifht that promises, that

Light that revesls, shows indiscre-
tion and shame,

Shines remorsaelass, judging.
Hiding it away is

intil 1

message that
becomes obvious
to

Those simple enough to stand words
on their head.

I carry, for it

JESUS  AND MARY CHAIN:

uzeless, this.

BLACK: EVERYTHING'S COMING UP ROSES

Black's last single, “Wonder-
el Life" wes, according to  AdM,
their new record company, “one of

1986's most significant Indie hits".

In an attempt to turn Black into
a "real" chart success, the BD-side
of "Wonderful Life" has now bheen
released as a single in  its own

is too,
with a

right.
a highly danceabie

And very good it
track

12", BLAMCO Y HEGRC

There's not a lot of feedback
on  the title track, April Skies
(long version}, of this most prog-
ressive of JAMC siow energy thrashes.
Though tense, the gquitar is tuneful
and.,..slow motion, Bass monotonous-
1y thumps. In essence the ballad
ocozes a compliete lack of urgency,

not necessarily typical of JAMC.

The vocals of Jim Reid are typical
harmonicus above any-

JAMC, always

"MOTHER FIST AND HER FIVE DAUGHTERS
- Marc Almend

At one time Marc Almend's cri-
tics could quite rightly say (and
they usually did) that he bhit @
tew bum notes, using this as a reason
tor disliking him/his music, But
dadicated Guttarhearts can quite
as reasonably maintain ,that this
is oneo -of his warbling charms.
However, in this new aibum, Marc
proves that he can sound just as
meledic as he can seedy, being in-
novative all the time.

"Mother Fist" is a more lustful

album than "Stories of Johpoy" -
would Hare ever produce anything
that wouldn't cause  controversy
somewhsre? Ha delights in trying

te shock people with things which
he and bhis fans are used to - but
with the inherent beliet that no-
really be shockaed, He

one should

APRIL SKIES

honestly about

album,

her Fist"? Buy

mean synth riff, and Celin Vearn-
comba once again proving that he's
a vocalist to be reckoned with.

My ong criticism is
the addition of soms frenetic guitar
playing which tries to be clevar
and ends up messy. Daspite that,
1 strongly reccommend that you buy
this singie and thus put Black firm-
1y on the road to major success.

minor

SARAH CARTER

band,

For a song that's got lyrics
like
“Making love on the edge of a
knifae,

And the world comes tumbling down,"
JAMC, in my estimation, are far
from faltering. ! enjoyad this
record @ lot, and the double B side
"iil surf city" and "Who do you
lovel” are both more typicel JAMC
tracks, but still well worth a few
listens, To find out you'll have
to buy it!

JCE CREED

hates the hypocrisy about the sociaty
which we live in, sc he writes very
his own attitudes,
and always sgainst parrow-mindedness.

sengs on  this
wail worth
fach says

There are 12
which makes it
the money for a start.

something different about the lifa
Marc

leads, with po inhibitiens.
From the sultry "“Saint Judy", where
he says "It feels good to die for
your sins", to “Ruby Red", probably

one of the most single-like tracks,

you can enjoy all aspects of this
new albumi pot just for Mare's voice,
but also Angie Hegan's excellent
piano, end TYhe Willing Sinners'
squally masterful musicianstip.
S0 what if the BBGC has banned "Mot-
it amnd judge for
yourself.

JO HOUSLEY

£vyil, suspensa and horror engulf three friends as thay fall under the

powar of the mystericus Ouiia board, in the suparnatural horror movie Witchboard,
is launching a wonderful compstiticn

To promote Witchboard,

'Y SEREN'

just for you, We hsva two gorgaously gory T-shirts with a rubber axe protru-
ding from the heart area and blood dripping down the frent waiting to be
won by the first two lucky right entries, and badges galore for the runners

up.,

All you have to do is to match the following films to the characters:

HOVIE

A NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET

THE E£XORCIST
THE OMEN
CHRIGTINE
FRIDAY THE 13TH

Answers on a postcard to the Editor. via the 'Y SEREN'

CHARACTER
Christine
Damien

Jason

Regan

Freddy

pigeon hele.

Winners will be drawn out of a hat. The Editor's decision is tinal, 'Y Seren'

staff may not entaer.

—
'l
jam e
=
=
=
=
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TJo calebrate the 20th anniv-
ersary of Jea Orton's death, the
Hot The National Theatre company
is touring with two of his plays:
The Ruffian On The Stair and Funeral
Gamas, under the collectivae title
of Rough OCames, The company of
six brought the plays to Theatr
Gwynedd on Thursday 14th to Saturday
16th May, NENT wes set up in 1984
by 3 former NT players as new
touring company, Thair aim is to
present ‘plays in simple "workshop”
style productions, which cen be
staged in any open space with the
minimum of decer,

The first play, The Ruffian
On  The Stair, centred on the rel-
ationship of an atypical middle-
aged couple, and the traume caused
in their lives by the intrusion
of =2 young, revenge-sesking lad.
This lad vreveals as he worms his
way into their lives that the man
is a murderar, and the woman has
bean a prostitute,

Despite its potentially grip-
ping subject matter, for me this
play didn't really work: Tt sat
awkwardly betwsen social comment

and a kind of dark humour, and didn't
succeed &8 either., Its one redasem-
ing feature was the suparb acting
of VYictoria tittle as the woman,
tarrifed by the young man, yet find-
ing no consolation from her chauv-
inistic lover.

However,
far more enjoyable,

Funeral Gemas was
being an immed«

Beethoven, Cocoa and Cats

Donna Jones's preduction of
this collection of Hareld Pinter
sketchas illustrating fractured
communication, brought to the Drama
Studic an excellent contributicn
to a week of high activity in the
realm of lunchtime preducticns,
Dabbie Rees, Andy Wiltshire and
John Webb represented the three
often anonymous charactors in the
five sketches.

The scenos becamg more mena-
cing as they progressed, and reached

black
{the older man in
the first play) was now highly detes-

iately
Martin

fiunny  and
Whitby

comedy.

table es a religious conman, and

Victoria Little was oo longer a
dowdy, ex-prostitute, but his sop-
histicated, voluntary  home-helper
wife,

There was murder in this play
as wall - but on a far more humorous
level: an old, de-frocked priest,
brilliantly portrayed by Leonard
Kavanagh, killed his wife, whose
bedy lies undar a pile of coal in
his cellar, There are many permu-
tations to the plot, resulting in
virtually the whole cast baing arres-
ted.

The script was much faster
and wittier than that of the first
play, and we were in no doubt about
the fact that we wete watching a
first-class farce, with a distinctly
morbid taint, Orton is well-known
for writing Lo expese the bigotry
in those who have perverted the
good to increase thelr own prestige,
and this was evident in both the
raligious characters in the play.

Mot The Nationa! Theatre pro-
vided a good night's entertainment,
and theirs was & wise choice to
end with the better, more memorable
play, It's definitely worthwhile
to make the most of occasions when
protessional companies visit Bangor,
50 ipok out for their next appear-
ance.

JO HOUSLEY

& high peint at John Webb's sad
and disturbing "Monclogue". The
light of memories of pub and river
flood into the dark speach as the
man speaks te an empty chair which
replaces his absent "friend".
"] feel for you even if you feel
nothing for me,”

The fourth scene
a parody of the interview situa-
tion, An applicant agrees to be
tortured by a maniacal Debhie Rees
in order to get a job, The surreal
situation of a woman standing over
nim  with high

invelved

a man, torturing

FOR BETTER OR VERSE

This was undoubtedly the most
originat and inspired parformance
1 have yet seen on stage anywhera,
lat alone the Drama Studio. Not
exactly a verse play, nor a recital,
but poems sbout real life injected
with just that: real life, Helan
Mason, Director for the first tima,
cortainly didn't meke Llife easy
tor herself, but chose to dramatise
tha writings of a friend, an unpub-
lishad poet from St. Alban's, Hert-
fordshire, Roghelle Richards. The
poems  themselves are, technically
speaking, simple, even untidy, and
would probably be lass appealing
in published form; but thay are
natural, full of wvitality, and free
from the shackles of academia,
The result, in this performance
at least, was a tiving, breathing
art form which moved the audience
and defies critical description,

Paul Merrick was the epitome
of the chauvinistic husband, bring-
ing the very best ocut of the hitter
humour in  his lines, and bsfore
long he had the audience wanting
to throttle him, a tribute teo his
acting and the infuriating realism.
Always the professicnal, Paul was
cbviously trying out some method-
acting when I later saw him still
drinking his on-stage prop of a
can of McEwan's Export.

Cos Brannon was just as con-
vincing as the frustrated housewitfe
and managed, with consummate ease,
to cross that actor's bane, the
gulf between verse lines and real-
ism,

However, for me, the best per-
formance came from Romilly Smith,
who switched from infant son, to
naighbour, te  mother-in-law, and
seemad 'right' for each part.

For Better Or Verse peid div-
idends for tha bravery of the Direc-
ter and cast who must never have
bean sure if this original produc-
tion would actually work inm fropt
of an audience, It did.

NICK JONES

Beautiful Child

It would ke unfair tc cover
all the recent Drama department
lunchtime and evening productions

without mentioning Keith Jones's
moving  production  of  Beautiful
Child, a drametization of Truman

Capote®s memoirs, starring John
Dryden as Truman Capote and Melanie
Stokes as Marilyn Honroa. The
performance took place in the re-
hearsal studic and the actors sug-
ceaded in instilling a great deal
of eatmosphere into 2 wvenpua which

pitched screeching noises, makes
one wondatr why the applicant doesn't
tell her to “fuck off", He never
aoes, She fires a monologue of
guestions at him about his sexual
desires which he is never allowed
to answer. "Are you virgo intac-
to?" Infra red lighting flashes
in time with the dialogus, followed
by another terturcus burst of scre-
eching.

The final scene, involving
a cab controller and an uncoopera-
tive taxi driver succeeded best
in conveying the message of frac-
tured conversation, John  Yiebb,

~ DRAMA

Aftar For Better Or Verse
tha already well-satisfied audience
was freated to another perceptive
insight into human nature and re-
lationships. While the first play
dealt with the archetypal, munhdane
marriage, Berkoff's Lunch concent-
rated on a more specific, out of
the ordinary situation: that of
instant attraction betwesn a man
and & woman who meet on a beach.

The play was kept on 2 high
throughout by the compulsive acting
of Paul Guerin and Julia Damassa.
Julia was originally the butt of
Paul's sexist commands, such as
"Sit, animal, To heel", which had
much of the audience squirming,
and his brutal seizing of her. But,
after a musical blackout, ian which
the salesman she'd just met "devour-
ad" her, Julia assumed more control,
and she told Paul delightfully that
he couldn’t break through an ice-
cream in a heatwave, complately
dismissing his sexual performance
by saying “"on you it's an arnament”.

Paul's acting was compelling
to say the isast. He portrayed
the nervous thoughts of his character
es he approached the beadtiful stre
anger as expertly as he gave her
the disgusting, brutish, .authorit-
ative commands.

Visually, the play used a
lot of space for a two-person drama,
but this served well by focussing
our attention on the acitors even
more keenly. At times I felt blud-
gecnad by words, for the play is
full of elzborate descriptions and

metaphors. But luckily this never
smothered the actors,
Sicbhan Burgess showed how

skilifu} and exciting a director
she can be, and if this production

is anything to go by, we can look

forward to the play she tackles
fnext.
JC HOUSLEY

had the peteatial to kill off any-
thing of tha kind. At times Melanie
bore an uncanny resemblance to
Marilyn Monroe, She had avidently
spent a lot of time researching
the star's voice, history and ges-
tures,

John Dryden was commanding
in his rols of Truman Capote, his
varied tone iastilling sadness
inte the play as the light faded
onh Marilyn, presumably suggesting
that her life was fading too.

A, FFREWCH

the taxi driver, end Andy Wiltshire,
the ceb controller, sat facing
the audience at opposite ends of
the stage, The dead pan statements
of the taxi

driver brought some
much neaded comic relief to . the
sketches, It bacomes increasingly

evident that the man in the office
envies the taxi driver, whilst
the taxi driver does his best to
encourage this envy. Both men
The last sketch endad
the production on an optimistic
note as the cab controller leaves
his office to go and mest the il-
lusive 274,

ara lonely.
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SCIENCE!

Genetic defence foupd for AIRS.

London researchers have acciden-
tally discovared a genetic factor
which seems to be tha main defence
against Aids, a report in the Lancet
has claimad,

Dr. Tony Plncher and his team
at St, Mary's Hospital, Paddington,
appear to have explained why some
paople repeatedly exposed to the
HI¥ virus remain unaftected,

It may =alse bhelp explain why
Aids hes spread mord rapidly through
Central Africa thap through Europe
and the ‘US - more Africans may be
genetically susceptible to Aids.
It may also be the way to a new
treatment,

Simply, on
avery cell inp

chrompscme 4 in
the human body, a

gene produces a substance called
group  specific  component, which
is found in blood cells and helps
the bedy abserb Vitamin 9. There
are three typass of ‘Ge's - Gelf,
Gels and Ge2. Those who produce

Ge2 from their own genetic informa-
tion appear to have some immunity,
those with Gcis have partizl protec-
tior and those with Gelf are most
prona to catching Aids,

Cystic Fibrosis 'mutant!' pinpointad,

The mutapt geme responsible
for Cystic Fibrosis has been located
on chromoscne 7 of the human genstic
matarial to within an accuracy of
13,000 base palrs, the building
blocks of DNA, The disease, which
affects 6,000 children and young
aduits in Britain, ¢ripples the
lungs and digestive systems, A treat-
ment combiped with reliable carriasr
datection tests, could mean that
C.F, will be wiped out by the end
of this century,

Professar Beob Williamson
team at St.

and
Mary's Hospital,
responsible for the

his

Paddington are
discovery,

Maofana?

0id you know thet the Biolegy
departments at UCNW had links with
fcuador, South America? MNo? Mell,

I'm not raally suprised, the relation-
ship is still at ap early stage and
has yet to gain much recognition from
the outside world, Howaver, it does
exist and I think it merits a few
paragraphs here,

How ssems to be a useful time
to publicise the UCHW-Ecuador connec-
tion for several reasons. Firstly,
the relationship is in fts infancy
and could die a "cot-death" - special
effort is required to censclidate
and strengthen tha bonds. Secondly,

the College's worstening finances
would welcoma an input of South Ameri-
can students (with their faes}, as
mohay from the “outside world" tfakes
on a greater role in maintairing stand-
ards and facilities. By cultivating
exchangas of students and staff, UCN
could attract a larger South American
contingent, particularly from Ecuador
itself, Fipally, the staff aod students

participating in the oxchanges viould

University of Wales College of Medicine, Cardift

Three doctors from the department
ot psychological medicine at the
University of Wales College of Medi-
¢ing in Cardiff bhave claimed in The
Lancet that the tendency of the AIDS
virus (HIV) te attack
system may explain the development of
schizophrenia in a 27 year old man
with HIY antibodies,

Doctors Jones, RKelly and Davies
say that other dectors have reported
cases in which mental ilinesses such
as mania have bean the first sign of
ARIDS, but this is the first such case
of schizophrenia deveioping in someone
who was mentally stable bafore devel-
oping HIV antibodies,

The man, who was admittad with
suspacted prewronia, was known to have
HIV antibodies present in his blood
previously, ahd in a week started to
devalop symptoms of mental disturb-
ance, He complained of hearing voices,
birds flying under his bed and fellow
patients trying to harm him.

Doctors carried out a number of
tests to elimipate other diagnoses,
finally deciding that schizophrenia,
illness characterised by
hallucinations and the

others are trying fto

the nervous

a mantal
delusions,
baliaf tnat

centrol  the patient's actions and
thoughts, was to blame. The man at
first refused to take drugs for acute
schizophrenia, but after baing movec
to a psyechiatric hospital his condi-
tion improvad.

The patient first noticed symp-
toms of weight loss and swollen lymph
glands while working in the USA six
months earlier. According to his
father the patient had been exhibitrg
mentaisymptoms for two months betfore
admission, and while he was a drug
user, he had not bsen teking drugs for

at least a month before symptoms
appeared,
It has, howevar, been knhown

for a number of years that drug abuse
can trip off various mertal illnesses
such as schizophreria. Whather in
tact it is the misuse of drugs that
actually causas this deterioration or
that the type of peopie who misuse
drugs are inherently mentally sensi-
tive is difficuit to gauge. However,
whichever of thesa possibilities
may be correct, the added stress of
the knowledge of having contracted
AIDS could in itself &rip oif mental
illpess in mentally sensitive people.

College research jobs up for grabs

Two research posts in the Science
Faculty have recently been advertised
by University College of MNeorth Wales
in New Scientist,

Tha first is for a Post-decteral
Research Officer funded by the Mini-
stry of Agriculture. Figheries and
Foed (MAFF) in the School of Piant
Biclogy, The post is "to study the
role of cospores of Phytophthora
Infpstans in seil infectivity". The

penefit personally from the experience.

The links began with the errival
of Adrian Barpett, a student on the
MSc. Ecology course and ar enthusiastic
expaditionear. He had visited Ecuader
cn two previous occesions as a rodent
axpart on Oxford University Exploration
Club expeditions, The idea for a 3angor
expadition te Ecuador began, like
most expeditions, in a pub. There
hadn't been @& Biological expadition
from UCHW in over 20 years, but Adrian
and I (at that time a Biclogy undergra-
duate) were determined that the project
should succeed, So it was that in
the summer of 1984, Jfour students
from Banpgor set eff for three months
fisidwork in Ecuador. The expedition
consisted of Botanists and Zoologists
who collected information about plants,

ipsects, frogs, reptiles, birds and
rodants of a national park in the
southern sector of the Ecuadorian
Andes.,

In 1985 I led 2 second UCHH exped-
te the same area., this time
Botanically orientated. This

ition
ROTE

project entails following the fate of
cospores of the petato late-blight
fungus in plants and soil and their
petential as plent and soil borne
inocula.

The second post is for a Post-
graduate Research Studentship, again
tunded by MAFF, but this time in the
Dapartment of Agriculture, invelving
investigation inte concentrate supp-
lementation of silage for dairy cows.

provad tc
with five

be a wvery successful trip,
recently graduatad students
and Ralph Oxley (a lacturer in Plant
Biolegy) participating. A pressed
cellection of elmost 300 specimens
of the flora of Ei "CAJAS" paticnal
racreation area has now been incorpora-
ted into the largest plant collaction
in the world at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew. Severa: candidates for
new plant species wara amongst them,
Since the return of that expedit-
ion in October 1985, plans have baen
afoot for the next one, but priority
went to the expedition reports (which
are orly now approzching completien}.
The latest chapter
the torthcoming six months

in this story is
fieldwork
which 1 intend to begin in a few weeks
far my doctorate study of high altitude
Ecuadorian grasslands, This expedition,
called '87" (Paramos is the
name givan to these grasslands), will
alse invelve Pete Merrow-Smith, a
Bangor graduate in Botany.

S0 that's the histery of the
relationship between Banger and Ecuador,

"Piramos

Radicactivity still up

Hill farmers are still suffering

from the effects of restrictions
imposed following the  Cherpobyl
nuclear disaster more than a year

ago, They are to get further govern-
mantal compensation,

tatest readings show that radi-
ation levels in Cumbria and North
Wales rose appreciably over tha
winter despite prodicticns that
they would fall.

About 450 farms and 300,000
sheep are still affected by movement
and slaughter restrictions. This
number 1s° going up daily as the
lamhing season gets underway.
Readings taken last May, after
radioactive rain-cloud passed
ovar Britaih showad levels four
times higher thap governmental
safety limits, There are still pock-
ats today where readings are six
times higher than these limits,
and show ho signs of falling.

the

EEC to take UR to eourt,

The
set to

Europsan  Parliament is
teke Britain to court for
refusing access to EEC officisls
tc the nuclear reprocessing plant
at Sellafield in Cumbria, WHhile
tha govarnment admits to persistently
refusing to ailow EEC commission
nuclaar safety officials access
to Sellafield, it denies the commit-
tee’s charge,

what about the future? That depends,
to soma extent, oh you! So far, everyt-
hing has been carried out by a small
group of dedicated biologists, but
more student support is noedad to
carry the exchange further. This conce
arns not only Botanists but Zoclogists,
Agriculturalists, Forasters, Soil
Scientists and others., The pessibili-
ties for useful research in Ecuador
are almost limitless amnd anyons inter-
ested in an expedition to Ecuador
should be aware of the recently revam-
ped Exploration Clubk whigh can be
contacted via it's pigeonhole in the
Student's Urion. An sexpedition will
involve a grest deal of work and comm-
ittment but it's well worth the eiffort,

As for Paramos ‘87, keep reading
“Y Sarep" for reports from the Ecuado-
rian Andes. What happens atfter that
is up to mafana is there for
the taking.

you -

PAUL RAMSAY.
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