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EDIT

This weeks issue of 'Y Seren'
reaches you a few days late so that
w2 ¢an bring you the election results:
and what a strange looking bunch
next year's Executive are! (See cover}

But saricusly folks the Editorial
Board arnd statf of the newspaper
ftew of wus that there arel would
like to wish our alected officers

BANSOR 1977

RIAL

a happy and successful year during
their term ot office; and of course
commiserations to  the rupners  up
who, without exception, made a fair
ard friendly competition of it,

Selfishly, we hope that they
will be as helpful to the rewspaper
as this year's Executive have besn.

BANCoR 1987
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INACHIANSGING WORLD 1sN/T IT NICE To
KMOW THAT SOME THINGS WILL ALWAYS STAY
THE sAME.
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Thare have been many rumours over
future of the St Mary's site.Current-
Iy it houses the School of Educaticn
{which wmay be 1988)
and 150 residence places,

Plans have been made in the past
to sell the site, which would yield
anything from £500,000 to a2 millien,

Now the College has detarmined
that it cannot afford the less of
150 residence places land probably
half the money of & ‘'sale' would
revert to the U,G.C.),

Plans were approved by the College
Council en the 4th of March that
the existing residences in St Mary's
will be develcped,and that two new
buildings wiIl be constructed on
what is presently ,the car park.

The existing residences are defect-
ive in mapy ways, and raquires attent-
ion to damp prevention ,fire satety,
electrical wiring end the provision
of wash basin's in each room,.Basad
on the costs incurred with tha up-
grading of Jobn Morris Jones Hall,
each room may cost £2,000,

The total cost , if the entire plan
is carried out would be around &£2

re-located in

million. The development ,though
wili be dependent on the on-geing
rationalisation discussions »both

within the College and the iUniversity,

big bang hits bangor

U.G.C, CUT COLLEGE FUNDS

On 10th February the College.
was informed by the University Grants
Committee that its grant for 1987-
88 wiil be £11,600,000; & meagre
“increase" of 1.8% on the recurrent
grant of £11,392,000 for 19B6-B7.
This,eftectivaly, is a cut in funding
due to the expected inflation rate
of 5 - 7%

This, howaver, 1is a contrived
meve by the U.G.C. whe want to clear
up the "over-funding”" of the Collega
by 1990; at this rate of "increase"
in funding, the U,G.C, hope to heve
brought about what it considers to
be Bangor's proper level of funding.

In repiy to this news, the Uni-
varsity Registrer, G.R. Thomas seaic¢
that "It's information which was
not pleasant, but was expecied, and
wa cannot fully assess the cut's
impact on the Cellegs at the momant,"
and further added that this ‘“new"
cut  “"should not be ragarded as @

sipister new development”, and he
didn't forsee any further drastic
cuts,

In Hovember 1986, the f{inance

committee estimated the general ac~
count of the College, which predicted
a deficit of £426,000 for 1986/7,
and one of £933,000 for 198%1/8,

In tha light of this, and the
new" cuts, tha College has had to
work hard at finding ways of cutting
dowh its expenditure, and f{inding
finance from other sources apart
trom the U.G.C., such as the new
MLELN,T,E,C, cantre, For if this

deficit would ba allowed to accumu-
late as estimated, then Banger could
ting itsel¥ in the same finencial
crisis as Cardiff,

A commities, the “Special Review
Group", has been set up to plan the
route out of accnomic ruin by the
College,

ECONOMIC DOMINOES:S, i, "5 FUTURE.

These new announcements of fur-
ther cuts to UC.W.W, has led to fur-
ther wrangling over allocation of
monies by the College authorities.
The cuts do not only affect the Aca-
demic pursuits and Administration
of the Cellege, but aiso the Students
Union. whose Executives are in the
process  of  Investigating ways of
avoiding financial crisis,

Within this un-fruitful sconomic
climate - when the college's funding
Wwill effectively diminish ower the
next feur years at least, aven the
S.U's percentage of the recurrent
grant may be under threat {currently
1.47%). for the survival of the
Union it may be necessary, says the
President, Sean McArdle, that other
sources of finance must be fourd,
even though they could lead to serious
political decisions regarding uUnion
policy being taken,

He said "It looks hopeful that
{the crisis} out and
it seems we need a change in attitude
to the finance of Student Unionism.
It's wunfortunate that we may have

we can ride

to commarcialise Students Unionism
and consolidate our trading outlets,"

This "commercial isation” of
the S.U. is a develeopmant of what
eccurred at Salford University, which
was nit by a 40% drop in grant in
i981, forcing tha 5.U. there to scram-
ble to find financa.

This was solved by
of "commercialisation" of
with the Union buying and
two public houses, running a super-
market and even opening a sports
shop in the University's sports hall.

Many British S.U,s5 are looking
to Salford as a prototype, and Bangor
could be heading towards their policy
in the near future, if there is sup-
port by the members of the Union.

Not least of the political cons-
iderations is that with greater tin-
ancial independence from the College,
and hence the U.G.C. , the 5.U. could
become more politically independent.

a policy
the S.U.
running

FAT FREDRIE'S FUTURE

Fat old Frederick,
dieting over the last
due  to

who's been
few months
the closure of his slobber
inducing bhangout, may be relieved
to know that plens are in hend to
re-cpen the ‘"restaurant”, hopefully
before the end of 1987.

The S.U. hopss to assume res-
ponsibility for running the “culinary
rendezvous” of the student population,
and will install a catering manager
to oversee the proceedings. Regular
hygiene chacks will be carried out.

1

Complete
1988

1989

1990 {early)
1990 (late)
1991

NORTH

ABBEY "HELP" CENTRE SAVED

Fears over the closurge of the Abbey

Read Centre were allaye'd this week.
The Cantre L,highly acclaimed in

an otherwise severely critical report

by the Health Advisory Servica (H.D.S)

of Gwynedd’s mental health facil-
iities,was visited by over 12,500
people last vyear.They were helped

by contacting one of ths various velu-
ntary bedies,which  ipclude Bangor
Mind,the Samaritans, and the MNerth
Yiales Councils on Alccholism and Marc-
iage guidence.

Funding to maintain the Centre were
to be withdrawn by the Welsh Office
aftter March,which put the onus on
the Gwynedd County Council and the
Gwynadd Health Authority (criticised
by the H.A.S, repert),te foot the
bill of at least &£30,000 for the
Centre to continue,

Ms Helen Nailes, the Centre's orgon-
iser,said thot official word has been
given that the funds required will
be provided,Alsc,2 new 'Incest haip-
line'has besn established ,to be run
with the existing 'Rape crisis' help-
line. {phone no. Bangor:354885),

QUALTTY OF 'UNION' LIFE

Some further changes will be
occuring soon within the Union, on
a more basic lavel,

The president, Mr. 5. McArdle
said that the Nat.-West bank have
agreed to install a cash dispensing
machine in the fover of the Student's
Ynicn building, should be in place

by tha end of the year, Also, six
washing machines are on order for
tha Union.

HUW WILLIAMS
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Fear rulss the lives of many
millions of people in Central America
where military regimes try to stamp

out movements that challenge their
stranglehold on land, wealth and
POWET .,
GUATEMALA

This is the richest Central
American country with fertile land
and mineral deposits. Yet those

in powar who contrel these resources
have kept tham underdaveloped.

Meanwhile nmore than 500,000
peasant families have no land. 80%
of the children under five are under-
nourished and over 40% will never
reach school age.

Open repression in the c¢ities
has diminished but continues at the
same level in rural arsas, to wipe
out popular support for the oppos-
ition,

* Orphans number 300,000

¥ Between i million and 1 million
poople live “displaced" within their
own country,

~* Amnesty . International estimates
100,000 paople heve been killed since
1960, 38,000 have “disappeared".

EL SALVADOR

Unlike Guatemals there is open
civil war with 10,000 guerillas fight-
ing fer social reform against a gov-
ernment army of 33,000,

The wave of terror mounted by
the army has devestated the country.
Werkers, peasants, students, priests,
nuns, and lawyers have all besen caught
up in the vioiance.

Whilst the repressions of urban

death squads heve lessened, a new
end more destructive terror has ap-
peared with the indiscriminate bombing
of the countryside,
Years of war have brought much hunger,
poverty and suffering. As  always
the weakest go to the wall: three
quarters of the children under £ive
are malnourished and they
tor almost half the deaths,

account

HONDURAS

Honduras is virtually “occupied"
by American trogps.

Killings, disappearances and
illegeal detentions are a fact of
life, The key targats tor repres-
sions are peasants, trade unionists,
church workers, students and journal-
ists,

Thousands of refugees from EL
Salvador have sought safety in Hond-
uras.
¥ Refugees live in camps under mili-
tary guard, and some have been shot
when they tried to leave,

* 1,500 Guatemalan rofugees
10,000 Salvadorean refugees

MEXICO
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NICARAGUA

In the last six years the women,
men and young people of Nicaragua
have begun to show who miliions in
the Third World can challenge poverty
disease and oppression.

In return, the LUnited States
are funding the "contra" guerillas,
and leading an international econ-
omic and diplomatic offensive against
Nicaragua.,

* CIA supported guerillas have killed
11,000 pecpla and displace 180,000
others.

"What is happening now in El Salvador
and Guatemala is that people are
struggling just to live, to survive",
CHURCH WORKER, £L SALVADOR

dear rurrbaet 10,060
2 dalllion art
oy
b St cowe
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CENTRAL AMERICA - AMERICA'S GRAVEYARD

Cantral America Week is being
organised in order to raise aware-
ness about Central American issues.
We hope to gain support and aid for
the suffering millions. Only YOU
can help,

Look out for posters, leaflets, dis-
plays, videos,etc,

* To ignore Central America is fo
condemn millions of innocent people
to death.

HELEN DAVIES
NICARAGUAN SOLIDARITY GROUP
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While reading Emme Clayton's
excelient and timely article on sexism
in the advertising world, 1 was aware
that it only told half the story.
The portrayal of wemen in advertising
{and indead of men too as [ will show
later) is only a symptom of the wider
attitudes of society.

Advertising compenies are in
the business of seliing a product
with as much impact as possible in,
say. a page of text or thirty seconds
of air-time. The image presented must
ba easily and gquickly recognisable-
after all, if the audience/reader
has to THINK, it wastes time and time,
as the ciiche goes, is money. The
fact that thase images mey be offensive
or worse is & reflection of the way
society thinks. 1t a product is aimed
primarily at men - a car for example-
(again assuming that society views
men as holding the family's purse-
strings, so if anyone 1is buying a
car, it will be dad rather than mum),
whet could be more eye-catching for
a2 white heterosexual mele (ie. the

|

Talent Compatition contestants Jos 19

“Mr.Average" of society} than a scant-
ity-clad female? Grab the attenticn
of your market and you're half-way
to getting their interest. In a perfect
world, where attitudes were properly
adjusted, would have a
completely differsat face - we would
simply have different f{even better)
stareotypes,

And on the subject of stereotypes,
Ms.Clayton neglected to copsider the
treatment of men in advertising, While
not as potentially haormful as the
portrayal of women, men are still
held up as objects of ridicule. The
husbend is always unwilling or incom-
patent when it comss to jobs round
the house, A bowl of cereal will put
that right, though if you have a bowl
of bran before you tackle any of your
DIY jobs, plumbing is a skill you
will have to acguire fairly rapidly.
Dad is either a clown or a foel -
he can't windsurt to save his lifs,
but # bar of chocolate will make it
okasy as he goes off for another go,
with mum and the kids looking on laugh-
ing in embarassment, This does no
harm (apart from to the egos of a
tew incompetent windsurfers and DIYers)
but it does use stareotypes to sell
products, Men are alse being used

advartising

inereasingly as sexual objects, but
this is more of a joke than anything
else, Take off your

dark glasses,

screw up your eyes and women are quiv-
ering wrecks, even though your facial
expression is due to your being unac-
customed to bright sunlight, And
I can naver take seriously the advert
which uses arty images to sell an
expensive perfuma, then concludes
with an ecstatic male veice saying
"Oh the smell of it" in a phonay French
accent, Images of semi-naked imbaciles
who lounge around in laundrettes while
their jeans get torn to shreds by
intended, again, to make
women squirm with lust so their men
can buy jeans and try to imitate Nick
Kaman or Eddie Kidd, They have sadly
sold meore records than jeans, but
have increased the number of men seen
in the Ty Golchi on College Roed dres-
sed in just their boxer shorts,

rocks are

Advertising is an insidious busin-
o255, Forget your scruples and make
monay is the indusiry's motto. But
even advertising has to how to the
dictates of popular taste and the
expectations of the buying market.
We must alter our attitudes first
before the images we see on TV oy
in the papers can ever change.

BOB STONE

BRBS

During Rag MWaek, as the more
adventurous of you will already know,
Britain's oldest pirate station,
BRES, was on the air. The staticn
has now been in existence in one form
or another since 1948, and managsd
to present a wider variety of musgic
than any other station {(legal or ot-
herwise) on your radios, although
it must be said that on this occasion
folk music wasp't as evident a5 in
the past.

The week saw scme innevations
worthy of note; namely the first C.D.
broadcast in  Wales, multilingualism
and the advent of our intrepid roving
reporter, "Uncle Scrumples”.

Feedback from the listeping
public was a little sparse, although
we did receive a couple of demo-tapes

from praviously-unheard-of local

7

Stop Press

Election News

several letters of complaint »
were giver to the Prasident concerning
section 2.4.3 of the constitution
which states that proposers are not
allowed to act as tellers on ballot
boxes. A proposer for a G.A candidate
sat on the Reichel ballot box. However,
this does rot break the constitution
as the C,A election was not a cross
campus  election. On the day after
the election the Exec, subtractted
the Reichel ballot box vote and dis-
covered thet this did not effect the
results of tha election.

Upion Chairperson,Colin Campbeil
"Elections procedure on this
instance have not been

., Ssaid,
particular

as tight as possible.”

bands, nemely “Heroes on 2 Beach”
and the excellent "“Chwyldro",

Apclogies to those of you who
tried to listen on Medium-Wave: prob-
lems with an ageing transmitter and
serial location meant that the signal
was dismally weak. Fear not, plans
are afoot to revamp the Medium-Wave
service boyond al} recognition, funds
allowing,

It must be stressed that BRES
cannot function witiout your support,
sa any feedback is always welcome,
whather it be reception reports, cons-
tructive comments on the programmes
in general, programme ideas, cash
donations or job applications., Send
them to us via the "Z" pigeorholes
in the Union lettar-rack, Thanks
tor listening - we shall returnl

THE MYSTERY D, J,



Womenr

The arrival ot Wemen's Week brou-
ght focus on a variety of issues, with
an  international emphasis; beginning
on Monday, the 23rd of February, with
a talk and short film on Women's Strug-
gle ard oppressicn in Chile, 1 knaw
next to nothing about the plight of
the paople of Chile, undar the repres-
sive rule of the military regime that
has held viclent power since it over-
threw the government in 1973, let alone
the preblems facing women there, Wide-
spread hunger and malnutrition, an in-
adequate health system and homelessnaess
affecting at least 25% of the population,
standing against nwe  high percentage
of national income spent on arms and
military salaries, has croated an envir-
onment difficult for everyone, but parti-
cularly for the women,

Economically poor standards of
living coincide with day-to-day violence
and extreme repression of human rights,
which for women can include beirg raped
by members ot the regime whose law fails
to recognise this as a crime, and the
tilm shown revesled how women fighting
for democrey tace humiliation, torture
and death. The shots of soldiers spray-
ing women with tear gas before covering
them with water to make the gas stick
to them, burning their clothes and skin,
were both disturbirg and infuriating.
and the need for international aid -
including support from students, women‘s
groups and other stratas basides "govern-
ment halp" - was stressed throughout
the film, and the talk afterwards by
a representative from Merseyside's Vom-
en’s Chile Sclidarity Committee.

I thought afterwards that if I
had spent the hour devoted te the talk/
film doing something else I weouldn't
know what I do now about the trouble
facing ordinary men and wemen in Chile.
The paople I asked to come that lunch-
time who shrugged their shoulders and
decided they had something better to
do; er lockad at me like I was asking
them to sacrifice a titetime in the
guise ot a dinner hour; or joked about
Chile being some little placea scmewhere
that really had nothing to do with them

unless it was part of a curry, still
know nothing about a country crying
out for people to take more notice of
it. The film "Missing". which cutlines

the
and
was

struggles faced by both Chileans
foreignars caught up in the turmoil,
shown the following Tuesday evening,

and those of you with “something better

to do"
from

missed excellent
Sissy Spacex and
There wasn't a dry eye
Room B!

The attendance on Monday and Tues-
dey was disappeinting, as it seemed
to be at most of the talks I went to
- with the exception of Wednesday's
“Violence Against Women" meeting, whare
a successfyl discussion group Formed
after talks by representatives from
Rape Crisis and the Momen's Refugs.
I think it is important for men to become
awsre of the difficulties faced by women
with regard to the treatment of rape
cases in the police station, the law
courts apd in the press, and the prob-
lems concernirg them with violance within
marriage., which are often neglected
by both the victim and the law., Men's

performances
Jack Lemmon.
in Committee

Week

attitudes towards physical
ageinst women often leans towards blaming
them for provoking ‘“biological male
urges", whereas rape is an act of vie-
lerce, and not of sexuality. It would
have been interesting to hear some male
viewpoints at the discussion, instead
of anall-female gathering of ideas,

violation

although the talk was well-attended
and very informative.

Publicity for all talks was on
display throughout the week in the §.U,
foyer, yat interest remained fairly
low, and there was & definite lack of

men at all events,

Unfortunately I was unable to
see the speaker on Women in South Africa
and  as busy stamping hands at
door on Wednesday night, I didn't
too much of the three comediennes
came to alleviate the monotony of
Hednesday Night Disco. But I tried
to support the week along with other
members of the Women's Group., It was
just a shame other students were more
interested in the evening events in
the Main Bar than in any of the daytime
talke on aspects of life affecting wemen,

i thought the week covered a wide
variety of issues, and the svents I
attended ware both informative and enjoy-
able. I hope the concept of an entire
wagk devoted to the stimulation of anti-
sexism has stirred some feeling within
the depths of the "Il-couldn't-car-less-~
ness” that 1 see in so many people.
An  invitation to express reaction to
the wesk emerged in the form of a graf-
titti board in the feoyer, and despite
such comments as "if the woman doesn't
want sex why does she got married?"
underlining "Rape in marriage - make
it a crime", I think response has been
fairiy successful,

The Women's Group
a handful of man-haters,
knitting circle who
discuss shopping

I was

are nelther
a cosy
swap fecipes and
lists; it is there
te provide the opportunity for women
to discuss anything of relevance teo
their lives as females, and to inform
them of important issues affecting them,
The clichd which falls from the mouths

noer

of so many ‘“opporents" - "Why isn't
there a Men*s Group?" - is one I have
bscoms tired of hearing, The respoen-

sibility of setting up a group for men
deas not fall to women, so I see no
reason why we should have to” defend
the eoxistence of a segregated group,
when opportunities lie open for men
to do the same.

Tha same argument prasents i{tself
in reply to guestioning the need for
a Women's Page. I hope to use this
page to cover a variey of Women's Issues,
including reviews of books and plays
with scme bearing on the iives of women,
and information on areas of contemporary
life which I are important for
our “gentler sex",

If any member of the Women’s Gro-
up, cor anyone whe hasn't Joined but
is interested in writing for the page,
wishes to contribute towards this I
would be wvery glad to see them about
it (Room 9, Neuadd Ogwen}, or if they
take articlas to the Y GSEREN office
I will be very grateful,

feel

EmiA CLAYTON
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Changes

that 1
in this appartment,
it was kinda like the after aff-

bt
remember sitting
and
ects of 2 war. It was the morning
after a big party, and you saw the
cigarette buts all piled up, and
the cruished beer cans and kinda
that stale grass smell in the air

was twelve years ago

- and 1 was reaily wondering youn
know,I wused to think I was pretty
teugh, I was sitting there, andg 1

romamber I was sitting on my boyfr-
iend's couch, and I had this - I
smoked @& cigar, you see I thought
that vyou® were realiy tough if
smoked cigars, and so 1 was sitting
there, and I was really wondering
what 1 was going to do with my life.
1 mean, what was heppening? I didn't
aven know if there was such e thing
as love, I thought love was somathing
that you said to somebody to get
something that you wanted, It was
cheap, you thought it out - casually,
And, it was a few months ilater ,
I was sitting in this very different
kinda roem. It little, olg
dingy coffee house, on the east side

you

was a

of Milwarkey,freak district, ypun
know, Brady Street. And this man
was telling me that 1 was ashamed

of things that ! dare not tell my
parents =~ I kpow that I was guilty
- and he was telling me that no matter
what I had done that I could be pure
again, and I could be new - My heart
<ried out for that

(Wondi's Rep « from the Ressurection
Band ‘Live Bootleg')

- Sometimes the words of other Christ-
lans can really hit me - not so much
the words, but the feeling behing
them. tast week ! heasd one of ny
trierds tell of how all that had
stopped him coming to Jesus earlier
wasz  that no-one had told him about
God's love. I could hear that this
was something he feit very strongly
about, Jesuis means so much to him
that he regrets the times in the
past he was without Him, he regrats
the times he ignored God's lave. [Isa-
iak 53:3) And I must admit to having

the samo experience - If only I'd
known before. I neaded Him soc much.
The things 1'd sunk into, without

krowing thera was a botter WAY..iaa.

That's what I could identify when
Wendi gave her Rap in between soma
of her songs at Greenbelt Rock Fest-

ival. It spoke to my heart - her
heart crying out.
But it isp't 2 sad song 1 sing!

Wendi was made pure and rew again,
and so was I, and my friend too,
Qur hearts, souls, every cell of
our being cried out teo be cleansed,
to be made clean by CGod's love, by
what God had dore in sending his
son to die for us, (John 3:16) Hund-

reds of years befere Jesus' birth,
the prophet Isaiah told how ' the
Lord made the punishment fall on

him, the punishment allof us deserved'
{Isaish 53:6) when I first became
a Christisn, it seemed such 2 great
mystery, that God's son should have
nad placed upon him all my guilt
and shame when he died on that cross
all that time age. But I kpew that

gven though somatimes God's wisdom
sesms  felly to man (1 Corinthians
1:20-25) it made sense! Jesus® death

was a sacrifice to bring forgiveness
{ Isaiah 53;10), and with God, forgiv-
ing 2also means forgetting {Hebrews
10:37), After Jesuis rose from the
dead, Paul, one of his followers,
wrote about God:'He has reconciled
you by Christ’s physical body throwgh
doath to present you holy in his
sight, without blemish and free from
accusation,' (1 Colessians 1:22),
It is the fect that Jesus did come
back te life atter he had baen dead
three days, which has proved te his
followars that he was able to do
what he promised - to ocpen a way
up for us, for ma to God (Ephesians
3:18), to be made claan agair, to
be made pure and new. Now I am a
new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).
And all I had to do was believe,
all I has to do was ask, and let
Jesus take it all on board - me,
kit and kaboodle - that's why I get
emotional when I hear Wandi's Rap,
{1 Timothy 1:15)

{For meore information contact: The
Assamblies of God Pentecostel Church,
Princess Road, of# College Road,
Uppar Bangor. Services: Surdays 10,30
am and 6.30 pm)
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around month

Dear Y SEREMN,
Every

the
of February Bangor students eagerly

yoar

anticipate the arrival Revolting
Picturas Competition. Porters on
the Ffriddoedd site %know only to
well how frightening this annual
farce cap ba. "Well you're sitting
in your box, minding your own bus-
watching the 'late nighter!
when suddenly sinistar figures wearing
masks appoar from everywhere, with
armfuls of *Blu-Tac' and photographs.”

iness,

It seems that such is the eagerness
to impress in this event that not
even Bengor's darkest places are
safe,

In fact I couldn't help reflact-
ing, with an AIDS poster in front
ot me, 2 Welfare picture on my right
and several Nightline stickers dottad

around the bowl; about the kind of
world we actual live in, Certainly
it's that time for reflection, but

why not Bird Club posters or scmething
similar to cheer us up a bit. Bangor's
the only place where a student can
go tc the toilet and come out again
depressed. That aside - now down
to the serious business of judging
this years entriss,

Starting with the lesst silly:
Isabelle Hudgell, James Francis and
HMartin Purcell, The judges felt they
were a2ll too sensible, je net really
entering into the spirit of things.

Not far in front was Chris Hughes
who made 2 wvaliant ettempt to look

gormless, whilst Mike Dunn showed
us all what a super set of teeth
he has.

Special Commendations go to

Tina Hergest whc had the novel idea
of having her picture taken balancing
on a wall in a force ten hurricane
and John Farrell who decided his
normal jumpers were just not silly

anough and opted for one coverad
in flowers - well done John., The
judges  deciu. ! unanimously to give

this yaars first prize to Jon Teppet,
Jon knew his picture looked far too
boring to stand any resl chance of

winning, s¢ he had them all put up
up~side down., Full marks to Jon,
and your prize is a kiss, if you
can find (and then still want one!}

Fineily I would 1like to wish
all those who entered this year's

compatition well. Those who weren't
succesful should not be disheartensd
as there's always next vear!

Jack Skinner

Bear Y SEREN

Many thanks, yet again, to the
Labour Group for setting the record
straight, I consider myseli well
and truly told, However, ! was a
little concerned that the letter,

although sigred by the Labour Group,
was written entirely in the first
parson singular.
Coes this mean that we can take the
latter as the opinicns of cne memher
of that group f{and if why hide
behind your group‘*s or, and
this is & truly shocking thought,
are wa to believe that the most active
group in the Union has ONLY ONE MEMBER?
I eagerly await enlightenment on
this ona,
Yours
BOB STONE

s0,
nama?),

Dear ¥ SEREN,

I thought I'd bring you up-to-date
on  avarything thet's going on in
the Union. 1t's funny what happens
when Merrydown meetings are on in
the building.

Our illustrious President attended
his first ever meeting and discovered
the evils of drinking to  excess,
(But that's not hard for him as he
can't take his boecze)., He suffered
a severe stomach upset at approx
11.00am in his office sink,which
explained why no-one was  allowed
to the sink the day after, He then
felt a little tired and layed down
for a rest. The naxt thing he remembe-
rs is hearing the birds welcoming
in a rew day (5.00am).

On that same evening the Gen Sec
could be found in a dark correr of
the Union hpoing that no-one weuld
talk to her.As she was feeling a
little under the weather

You know that horrible time when
the bubble gum machire in the toilet
sats your last 50p and you deon't
really want to go and make babies.
well a prominent figure in the Athlet-
ic Union found a solution.He emptied
the welfare office’s contraceptive
box of jelly bags., This was after
a ciose friend of his explained
that passeries were of limited use
as they exploded.

Did you alse know that the walfare
office has been known to have late

night councelling sessions . Well
that's all 1 can assume that was
happening | I can't think of anything

slse that would be going on at that
time of night.

Well HMr'B8ig Fat Cigar Belly’ Editor
how's life in the Y Seren 7 Got any
more cases of Iibel being brought
against you this week?

Well what ebout the Conservative
Students meeting? The guest speaker
Mr.Fisher Jones {or should that be
Fisher Price 7} When asked about
the loans replied ’What loans?®
I ask you what do thase so-called
politically motivated people actually

Now

think and talk asbout? The latest
Dinky toy that good old Romny 'The
President brain is wmissing ' Reagan

has just bought.
Name withheld

DEAR Y SEREN

I am just writing to thank all
of the victims of the Kidnsp Squac
for their willing (or conversely,
not so willing) co-pperation.

The Kidnap Squad have decided
to npame the "Victim of the Week",
to publicly thapk him for
generous support.

The "Victim of
Mr Alan Wadden., (For
vnaware, Hr Wadden is
of Neuadd Rathbenel.
understandably, concerned
wall-being of his charges.
once he realised that the Kidnap
Squad had come for him, he was very
sporting. He allowed himself to
an unfamiliar location., and bafore
we departed, he made a very generous
donation to Rag funds.

OQur thanks te him,

Love 'n' Rainbows

THE MYSTERY PANDA

and his
the Week" was
those who are

the warden
He was, very
for the
However,

Dear Y SEREN
At the last General Meeting of
Students Union on Thursday 26th

the
February, Neil Thomas (Labour Group)
in his proposal of the emergency motion
censuring the Executive of the Union
for failing to organise any Bangor
Student Union presence at a demopstr«
ation against leans, took it upen
himselt to mention the fact that I,
in a letter printed in the last issue
of ¥ SEREN, spoke out against a stu-
dent loans system {2 policy or aven
proposed policy does not  exist).
He used my position and comment fo
further his argument, in the propesal,
for organised strikes, demonstrations
and other forms of similar protest.

1 stongly object to this for
the impression that I am
in favour of such forms of protest,
whan in fact my letter (which I suggest
he reads again - more carefully) exp-
ressed the view that they invariebly
do not achieve anything except the
wasting of people's time and a cor-
responding bad press (it indesd there
is any press coverage), which does
nothing either tc enhance the general
impression of students both naticnally
and locally, or to further the argu-
ment / point of view in question,

If his argument cannot support
itself on its own merit, it is clearly
an argument not worth forwarding.

I dislike ‘'choice' editing and
would like to ask Mr Thomas to refrain
from engaging in this pastime in any
future comments he may wish to make.

it gives

Sinceraly yours

GARETH JONES

Chairman Clwyd North-West Young Conser-
vatives

Qear Y Seren,
Selieve it or not,
your dafence,

A letter appeared in your tast letter
which 1 can only describe as the
most offensive and spiteful decument
¥ Seren has yet published, I
of course to Mr.D.Perry's overtly
solf-indulgent criticism of your
editorial palicy .

Herely because a few contributions
have heen rejacted by your editor(s)
he chooses tc censure the paper as
a whole in terms which I will not
condescend to repeat. How anyone
let alone a supposed Sports Editor,
can criticize youn for having no
‘jourralistic principlest and then
ge on to write malicious four letter
words invective out of shear pique
is bayond my comprahension,

1 am writing in

rafer

From the ‘style' of the letter,
I guess the writer to be Amarican
but | would hesitate to burden any

nation with somecne whe prefers to
be  known as 'Spud'.Those readers
who noticed Mr.Perry's egocentric

abservations on the U.C.N.W. bashetba-
11 team will know exactly what 1
mean hare.

frankly,l am surprisad you published
his letter at ail. I can only assume

you did so to illustrate the dangers
of becoming a foul-mouthed would-
ba journalist who cannot stand to

be on the other side of the editorial
scissors,
Yours sincerly,
Gary Pattecrew

Dear Y SEREN

In reference to the aricle "Red
Stripe Blues", though you may have
investigated the matter thoroughly,
you have not printed all the facts.

The statement that "it is
peyond doubt that the Ents crew rec-
£419,91 worth of alcohoel on
the evening of the Christmas Bail"
is completely misieading.

The list printed in the article
claims that £291.45 worth of drinks
was issuved, This was seen on the
night by the Gen Sec and the Ents
Sec and rejacted by both of them,
The Ents crew allocation was then
reduced to give @ figure of £128.46
end the bands aliccation remained
ar £78.01, This corresponds to 2
- 3 pints par person in the Epts crew,
not unreasonable for a hard day's
work (18 hours 9 a,m, - 3 a.m,).

This is the only drink
any of the Ents crew saw. Your article
implies wrongly that the Ents crew
raceived over i¢ pints sach, a ludic-
rous suggestion,

The whareabouts of the
drinks (£291.45 worth) remains a mys-
tery and we can only speculate upon
the matter. -

now

eived

which

axcass

STEPHEN CROSS
SHAUN GOODE

Doar Y Seren,

My appiause goes out to Bangor Rag
Soc, for crganizing a most entertaini-
ng week. However, a littie constructi-
ve criticism concerning the multi-
legged pub-crawl 1 feel is in order
Haif a pint in each publ-wouldn't
even induce the call of pature. Eight
pubs!~ The Ayatollah would still
be standing! What an embarrassment,
U.C.N.M. students on the piss on
five pipts - something I wouldn't
write home about., It was good to
saa a few empty pint glasses on the
tables where competitors had sat,
obviously their meoral conscience
had pricked them, Has the Union been
infiltrated by Alcoholics Anonymous,
or are it's members a bunch of tea-
total, puritanical wankers!

As tfor thea sclution te a piss-heads
dilamma -Ten pubs with a pint in
each, It women feel this teco much,
then they can go on shorts or halves,
but I'm sure they toco would feel
embarrassed.

Gome on U.C.N.M.,,fly
it's true colours,

Yours,
Piss-Ed.

the flag in

Dear ¥ SEREN

I weould
all the people involved
especially as tha fupds
going to such a worthy cause. On
behalf of many Reichaletes, there
was concern about the judging of the
talent night.
“Jao 18" group whose performance was
enjoyed by meny with a standing ovaticn
and an applause that rang through-
the Union building. Well done
Jo, Simon and Andre; in many people's
minds you were tops, We loved you
sven though the judges didm't,

like to congratulate

in Rag Week,
raised are

I am referring to the

out

FROM A BESOTTED "JO 19" FAN



¥ Seren issus 6:7 _—r-ia-Ft;_ﬁ

¥ Seren issue 6:7 March

frts
Editerial

Thanks
letter

te Jehn Doora for his
SEREN's lack
of coverage of last two
productions, is no editoriel
policy of censership towards Rostra.
Somebody was asked to review "Erping-
ham Camp” by cur previous Arts Editor,
but she was unable to attend
did rot arrange for anyone to
her place, 1 asked someone
seen  the play o submit a
but this did not materialise
By that time the paper had

concerning ¥
Rostra's
There

and
take
who had
raview,
either.
already

gona 1o the printers,

YORLDS APART

There's a distance
Between our worlds
Meeting only in conflict
Calling each, the other's lies
Pecple bowad in failure
What is real?

Above our haads
Spiraliing birds fly
Black on a grey sky
Echoing calls

In distance muted
Hovering

Quiet on these nights

The birds will not sing
But our lines are drawn
Hith due regard

For customary ftorm

Qur warriors waiting.

Please bring your poems into Y SEREN

- anything meliow will be appraciated.

UCHW

ADRAN DDRAMA
DRAMA DEPT

CPGC

Y STIWDIO THE STUDIO
MAWRTH 19—22 MARCH 19—22 1987
730 £1-580

We have &
people working
statf cannot
However,

limited number of
for ¥ SEREN, Qur
be everywhere at once.
we do  apolegise for this
apperent disregard towards your gro-
up’s excallent efforts, and iook
forward to reviewing your next major
production,

Os a ditferent note I'd like
to use this space to welcome students
to come and write for Y SEREN, 1f
yoeu're working for the Arts pages
you can get in free to band nights
in the Unfon and we receive comp-
limentary tickats from Theatr Guyrnadd.
Cushy number, eh? Come up to the
office and put name down on
the events list,

your

A. FFRENCH

eorner.

There's a distance
Betwaen the words

Meeting only on closure
Wrapped up in truth and lies
Knowledge and the mystic
What is real?

From our heads

Through pens our wards fly
Black on white pages
Echoing annals

0f discredited sages

only again to fall

Another story

Much like those betfore
Marched out

At the dead of night

By eager eyed boys

On borrowed typewritass

(I close the book,)

BARRY KAYE

S50DA - The stery so far

At the end of last term a group
of 20 students decided to form &
new socjety - SODA (Student Operatic
arnd Dramatic Association). Since
then its membership has grown to
50, The aim of the society is to
promote mesical ranging from
"The Show" to light
apara! The society has not attached
itself to any particular composer
50 it can be flexible and Tesponsive
to the npeesds of students and the
public,

The membership

works
Rocky Horror

is open to any
students who feel they have something
to contribute by performing, or by
helping backstage, or on the manago-
rial side. The society is runm entirs-
ly by students and the emphasis is
on light-hearted enjoyment,

The
“H.M.S,

forthcoming preduction is
PFinafora® which will be per-

|
9 |
|

RCHIST.

Dermot 0'Brien’s production
of Fo's "Accidental Death" was pacy,
assurad, inventive, originel., shock-

ing, thought-provcking oand a great
night out for a mere quid.

Paul Merrick led the cast as

the maniac and maintained the swift
pace ot the play, coping admirably
with sevaral tortologous spasches
utterad with great speed and clarity
and accompanied by appropriate facial
exprassions, One cof the maniac's
fetishes was to impersonate judges,
forensics experts, etc,: therstore
Merrick’s  versatility tested
to the full,
Bonna Jones played the constable
smali and raelatively insignit«
part, but she managed to bring
it to lifs, making it both funny
and interasting; acting even when
she was not in the forefront of the
action.

John Webb and Mark Bentley compl-
emented each other in their parts
as the Superintendent and Inspector
Pissani. The menacing Superintandent
often locking for 2 stooge to teke
the blame for his misdemeancurs,
finds it in the Inspecter Pissani.

The rewriting of events was
a major thems of the play. The cor-
rupt police officers rewrcte their
version of events concerning the
night they pushed the anarchist out

was

- a
icant

formad at John Phillips Hail, HNormal

Coliege, College Road on 19th, 20th
and 21st March, The show starts
at 7,30p.m. and tickets are £2,

The work includes many famous
tures including “I'm called little
Buttercup", "For he is an Enlish-
man", “Never mind the why and where-
fore" and "When I was a lad". It
also includes two songs popularised

by television advertisements, namely:
“I am the ceptain of the Pipafere"
ard "We sail the ocean blue".

The Performance

Councilicr Keith Marshall will
be attending in his official capacity
as Mayor, as guest of honour on Friday
20th te mark the society's inaugural
production.

We hope that everyons will enjoy
and support this new venture.

£ WITHELD

*ing

ot the window. This
by & rewriting of the
of Margaret Thatcher, James Anderten
and Viscount Whitelaw gave the graf-
titi-covered set a contemporary alr
and it was evident that the script
had been brought up to date to give
it extra relevance and bites The
ricts of Toxteth, Brixten and Broad-
water Farm were referred to and Cacil
Parkinson was advised to take his
government's advice and use & condom,
The revised script was occasionally
interrupted by pseudo-ad-1ibbing.
John Dryden, who played the harrassed
and victimised Inspector Bertozzo,
delighted girls in the front row
by asking them from behind his eye-
patch,"Excuse me, are you in hall
or would you like to geo back te my

was paralleled
script, Photos

placa?"

The play kept the audienca's
interest because of its pace and
its constant variety. The maniac

tock on a number of parts although
ne was best as the dapper investi-
gator asking the corrupt fascist
policemen to make themselves account-
able for their acticns on the night
of defenestration. Cn  occasions
the play erupted inte delicious fla-
shes of farce, the whole cast wallow-
in nostalgic memories of their
train sets, John Webb giving an admir-
able impression of Welfie Smith,
or Mark Bentley rehearsing the line
“I've just had a phone call from
Rome" 1in a number of interesting
Wways.

Maria Feletti, the pushy journ-
alist, was played by Jackie Mckenzie,
She continued to quiz the policemen
on their misdemeanours,  although
if she'd been working for Y SEREN
she would have taken a lot more notes
and sha would have been even mora
aggressive.

The incengrucus mixture of comedy
violence in "Accidental Death"
very effective and brought home
police force's lack of account-
The revis-

and
was
the
ability for their actions.
ion of Daric Fo'% script gave the
play's themes extra power and contem-
porary relevance. An accomplished,
adventurcus ard purposeful productien,

A, FFRENGH
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On Tuesday 24th February the
Mandele Bar was used for what, in
my opinion, was the bhest gig this

term. “The Primitives" and the sup-
port  group "The Screaming Trees"
provided a night to remember with
great dancesble tunes from
each band.

"The
duc from
together

coming

Trees" are a
and have been
asbout three years now,
and have produced twe singles so
far, “Release" and "Beaten by the
Ugly Stick". They say their only
intiuence is "Red Lorry Yellow Lorry"
and that comes out in the punchy
lyrics and heavy overdriven guitar
which combine with tha drum machire
exceedingly well, One thing the
lads did say to me wes that the atmos-
phere wes fantastic at Bangor when

Screaming
Rotherham
for

compared to even the warshouse at
Loeds, All I can say to that is
it takes a good band to meke & fen-

tastic atmosphere and
Trees" are good,

"The Screaming

After being well and truly warmed

up by the support and with a pos-
itive plethora of Primitives tee-
shirts moving furtively around the

Leecal

Encouraging news for local band
enthusiasts; the triple bill of ¥
Cyrtf, The Lungs and The Strand preved
vary successful on Supday night.
The Cheirmen of the Local Bend Suppart
Pate Townsend, was quoted teo
bave said "Yes" followed by "It wentr
wall", which sums up the general atti-
tude of most people leaving the Union
attarwards, Led Zeppelin wers playing
next door but that didp't stop 2 large
crowd

Group,

turning up.
it wasn't held on an orthodox social-
ising night. Tak....
there's no demand fer local bands.

and we're toild

The evening started with the
protessicnal pitter patter of the
Strand. I could almost believa their
polished wversion of “Every breath

you take“, But I've secen Mr Sheen

Band

Even considering

danca

floor, the main attraction
began. "The Primitives", consisting
of Tracey - vocals, Steve - bass,
Paul - guitar and Peter - drums,
produced a set that had everyone
dancing and shouting for more. 1

bavé nevaer seen the dance floor so
packed for = mid-week gig, and avery~
ong who was there enjoyed it,

They played nearly every one
of their songs, including the excel-
lant "Thru the Flowers" and the almost
perfect love song “"Found a Way te
the Sun". This band has to go far:
they are so good and in Paul have
2 great composer of melodies and
words. Again, "The Primitives" echoed
the support band's przise of Bangor,
saying how electric the atmosphere
had been and also adding the fact
that it was definitely the best gig
they had done so far. The band are
releasing an album in October, which
is sure to get into the cherts ard
top the indie charts for some time,
All I can say is buy it because it's
worth it,

DAMIAN MORSLEY

Right

do better. The lLungs were on pext,
preducing a rousing set despite an
agaressive microphone, “The Capital”
and “The girl with 2 space in her
head" proving to have an effect on
ne. Y Cyrft finished the night off
with thair chorscteristic brand of
pogo  jive. Their catchy blend of

spirited rock even lured an excitable
audience ontoe the dancefloor, Fun,
Fun. Fun. Come again folks...such
pricebashing value is hard to find,

And to think, the people in the
streat missed it, Tell them next
time,

THE VEGAN DRUMSTICK

Mighty Mighty

KMighty Mighty came to the Rag
Ball provided the small crowd
with some excellent tunes. The band
dislike the wimp-rock tag - they
arg reluctant to be bracketed with
The Heusemartins, the Chesterfield
8, etc. although their lack of image,
their Jingle-jangle guitars, Hugh's
deap, sensucus vocals and their cat-
chy chorus brought early Orange Juice

and

and the Monochrome Set firmly to
mind.

The songwriter Mick Geoghagan
confessed that he did rather like
Orange Juice and that sort of thing
although the band as & whole were
kean to assert that they could rock
with the best of tham, Hugh has
trierds in high places. He knows
Robert of the Go-Betweens and Law-

rence frem Felt. Can't be bad.

1 askad Mick about the lyrics
to his songs and whethar people were
intended to respond seriocusly to
the tongua-in-cheak  Morrissey-1ijke
“I'm rnevar going to get the girl"
type seng. He parried this by point-
ing out tc me that some of their
songs di

hava sericus implications

"Settle deown" contains two
of view on feminism,
dle-class womann and the other
a working-class girl: and "Love's
so strong" can be seen as a song
sbout "Thatcherite" Britain,

Tha members of the band have
all recently given up their jobs

to go on the road, and are now making

points
cne from a mid-

from

records on the Chapter 22 label.
They don't expect to make a great
deal of monay at the moment. They
hope first to distribute as many

records as possible and make a name
for themselves. Their next single
was In their set a¢ the Ball - "Built
like a car"™ - another tongue-in-
cheek number, and they hope to have
an LP out some time in the summes.

"Is there anycne out there?"
- the group's second single - was
the best song of the evening. I'm
off to Cob to order it, for although
Mick said the scong was basically
about loneliness, the cheery chorus
was extremely uplifting. Mighty
Mighty make happy music with mock-
serious implications. I'm locking
tforward to seeing thew again.

FFEERCH

WOHLE PARTY

After four hours of monotonous
rap music, the six members ot World
Party fipally arrived on stage.

As to what they opensd with, weli,
your guess is as good as mine (they
didn't say what it was}, it was good
anyway. Their second song, "Trouble
Down Theare" with its Jazzy keyboards
made me realise just how tight the
band actually were. Very professionmal
- vyeah, they were really bop. You
may have heard the next song, “Ship
Of fools" on "Whistle Yest" the other
week, or may even have heard
the radic {(gosh) - apparently it
was, at some stage, in the Top 75
Singles laround number 60 1 thipk
~ there you go boys, fame at last!)
Anyway, it's well  worth checking
cut, nice bluesy intro, and some
nice vocal harmonies {(does that make
me sound pretentious - ah shitll.
Later songs included a cover of John
Lannon’s “"Nobady Told Me (There'd
Be Days Like This)", “The Littls
Man Within" - which about
twenty people to dance (after 3 broke
the icel); tha song of the same name,
"World Party", was followed by "This
Is Your Werld" {well into these "Wo-
rld" titles aren’t they?) which per-
suaded everyone who wasn't already
darcing, to get on down and boogie.

it on

incited

versicn of “Private
would have ended the
set if the screams “moreg’ hadntt

brought them back for a single encore,

A cover
Revolution®
for

"Worid Groove"

{crazy man). Still
the crowd screamed for more, unfortu-
nately to no avail. Parsonally [
think the band evoked the strongest
reaction in the crowd that I've seen
since I've heen in Bangor {a matter
of menths) and I, personally,
disappointed to see a band leave
when a crowd was clearly not satis-
fiad. I was further disappointed
to be unable to interview the band
after the gig - our resadership mustn't
be large enough.

Weli, anyway. I'd like to take
this opportunity to say well done
to the Ents committee who've finally

wWas

pulled their fimger out and got 2
iot of decent bands to please a wide
cross-section of tastes {Michelle
Shocked, The Primitives, Girlschool,

World Party, and of course The Blubs.)
- not bad, all fairly well-known
bands, which is good considering
the size of Bangor and its potential
audience, 1¢ anyone would like to
ses Digger bands at Bangor than you'll
have to support the cones we get -
they don't come for a ftiver and a
capy- of Y SEREN you know (honestly).
So, well done Ents committes! Also
s strong “well done" to everyons
buying Anthrax's single "I am the
faw" (currently 32 in the charts)
- it's excellent stuff!

RICHARD SPROSTON
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Nabskov, but having resd his other " hoteness.  There have been oo blended with incompotent philo- . . Qb N\ ~ VA ’7\ ) - « w
great work “A Boy's Qun Story", I ve have & ¥ : M X sophy, drawing its ‘spirit' from all AN Y \p L .
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from the Hoonies to Hae. Most tend jixe the io-cost wailer's Strangul-
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his gay fiction and non-fiction, but . .g . ) . ation of a Golden Oldie, and that U\ W\
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A0 : o tThis book' (a pew addition to 0\/\

attention somewhat and writes an . .0y ooy treaches how to Like the Lo-cost wailar's strangulation "

‘apic fantasy® of a teenage boy called

tranguil ang of & Golden Oldie, and that the Meaning
Gabriel's quest for sexual and emot-

ot Life is {wait for it, oh gaod) 'life

attain a state of mind,
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i \/au Knaw
s+ INHEN Youu €

AY

clgar, which enables you to understand
ional maturity. Despite the fact reality, and your life in a balanced is', (I wished I thought of that one
that the novel is mainly concerned and harmenicus way. in first year Philosophy). @ Lﬁ\
with sex, there are not many pages By following their 'detailed inst- This type of mind-numbing ("we 3> Q
on which the novel will fall open, rections, and meditating for 15 minutes have no theery only practice") product @ g) \ﬁ‘
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painstak}}ng tast‘a and mé_‘ke a mockery .4 tother worldly states of mind,* S. Freud said that someone could Q/ ™~ i "Z}
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graphic. There ara three ways to epproech hadn't been under analysis, you wouldn't I WINTER Loty IVE LATTED Fore ', \
"Caracole" is an excellent novel, . . COANTED Evert Muuie, TiL
this baook: understand it - and {f you had, and | Q «
which is, in places, almost painted . : . ) 5 . e THAT 1) BE Here Losvinl “ a. 2
R 1. Accept it and follow along {like still rejected it, you wouldn't be cured. IN s £1E5... .
rothar then written. Its deseription ..ot sn Escort' nodding dog), W, Allen, who describes himself ' N s .
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rather mysterious ways, doss perform . Say it's complete 'buli-paddies', porson”, dismissed analysis as a "myth D[j E:j Called Can'n. 6 E -~4—Q7 S R \, % .
wonders and there is a lovely twist at .. 0114 iead to the menipulation kept alive by the cauch Industry,” ! I N I GV . = .
th? end. S?me vesders may find .xt of the insecure and guilible, and sho- Meditation in itself mey be good, E]D % D [I___) NOR . (%‘ 9( -, -—'L«.'i" I8 L % afle—— o
weird, but if you enjoy a noval which 4 0 controlled or outlaved, but wateh out for Myths, especially / %6 R N b “3
is both beautifully crafted and a As thay warp you, ‘question closely over-priced ones. And try not to "incur Vi .f7’ ple % mr_,‘:;‘lr}ik'ib“?j— g Q 3
ﬂem rea?_' L can strongly recomnend the motives and experience of indi- the miserable consequences of a nega- :j E:] E:Cj '67 G'V c" é o o . S Q \g
Caracole. Bob St viduals or orgenisations sesking to tive Karma", it might ruin your “nice DD DD Cj e q t e@ & L~ m
° one exchange Implicate Technology skills day". HUW WILLIAMS [:3 D [::3 [ ~ . % W
for money',...this book is yours for D N - S ('0 I
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UHONUMENTS AND MAIDENS - THE ALLEGORY tures}), and her erormity, reflacting The second part of the book Chastity is often presentaed
OF THE FEMALE FORM." (Marina Warner) an  Amorican cbsession with power  geals, in some detail, with mythical as a pure maiden, in conflict with
and size, links with the “blown- temale figures, and shows how the  Lust, and Warner shows how Vice is
Every day we exchange goods up" images of women that eppear every- allegeries of, for example, Athens  allegorised with female nudity, after COVER YOUR
through symbolic forms of the female whore. and Justice, depend on paradoxical Eve's awarensss of her body made ! y
figure; we wuse coins stemped with Warner‘s snalysis of Libarty d¢ifferences  between the symbolism  God banish her from Paradise,  How- : ) )
the faces of woman representing all is typical of the way she explores represented by the ferms, and th ever. there is no menti f othe 9 THE MALL WELLFIFLD BANGOR GWYNEDD (0248)354416
kinds of virtues, we use the contents all other forms of aeliegory in the copresented by the farms, and the . ° g n }on O' .E-
of bottles and jars sealed with images  book, She adopts a seemingly ob~  yniikeliheod of women practising exploftat‘mn of fensle nudity existing
wof the female form, and almost every- Jective approach, with no apparent what they mean. Justice, like Liber- taday: m‘stead. Harpar  concentrates
where we go we are watched by the  feminist perspective, but I think  ty  influenced the creation of such on the Link with vomen and na?ure .
monuments of wvarious women. The this hides stronger messages, since figures as Marianne - symbol of the - the Maked Truth of lady Godiva, IN UNUSUAL FASHION-

488 of The Woman to symbolise a great

Warner encourages her rpader to bascome

Franch Republic ~ and Warner comments

and the witches who stripped te frolic

varisty of things is examiped by  Were parceptive through seeking the o0 the frony botween the power she uith the Dlevi.l. : thl?k ° conte.em- B : & Qg
Marina Warner in her book, under  meaning behind her subtle style. represents and the fact that France porary ena ijis of this parsonii- ' s g@
the labal, "Allagery”, which we learn In  her examination ot Fleat was one of the last European countries ;catmn of vies throuah nudity \tmuld i
means "other speech" - the double Street's various images of Mrs Thet- to give women the vote, Another ave addod Istrength tc_har an.ealysxs.
meaning of an open declaration. cher, Worner shows how the supports  oyampla of this ungusranteed raspect Wadrne:hs hbc:: ,,:S gulte easy

The female form as a2 recurrant ive press portrays her as a feminine for women through symbolism is the bo roRa ioug s o Mythical sac?mn
allegorical motit rums desp through-  guardian of virtue - the Britannie  Catholic celebration of the Madorna adcamhe ncfea?ngly feavy-going.
out Christian oylture, but Warner figure - which has become a tamiliar co-existing alongside its disapproval :: e-rs exaglr.\a :n of ’;e;ma}e 2lleg-
begins her book with an analysis British symbol, expressing conquest of female emancipation, ;’ lt OIVLOU;. ty ,wa- “rosearched
of America's Statue of Liberty in of “"desire through will" in the form The most interesting part, for ?:e] Bxh ety 1: oresting. P
the contemporary context of the ideals ot armed wemen.  Warner allows no o, of Warner's book is its final thi : ?we\f‘er’ ft ot .thera it som-'e-
she embraces, after a brief histar- political bies to colour her examin- section, where the main reason for suigg cmh;sszsjumron; N ali. :T 'I]rn
ical account of her axistence. Warner ation of the Prime Minister, analysing temale symbolism is presented as study °m include :12 E:ezn zf t::
argues that Liberty is part of the the images of her rather than the linking virtue with femininity. temale form today Althouoh she
universal, imperscnal symbel of woman- woman as politician, but she reveals The virtues were {fied in Medie- N 9

porsoni stresses throughout the book that

hood that is common in many allegor-

ical forms. There is great emphasis

more feeling when she describes "Gre-

enham Woman", f(a horrible misnomer,

val thought and ert, and Warrer de-

votas a chapter to the virtue Chast-

allegorical tigures relate to symbols
and not to women as psople with char-

on Liberty's interior - entered via evoking images of & primitive cave ity, whare she describes how in a acters 1 think & mention of, for
' - - < + r 1 *
the ?zr_t:dpatsmgfei ) etnd to"un?:: woman), as an a;lmcalfyptzc a\l,{egi'ry paintin by Giovanni Battista, she  example, the use of Marilyn Monros-
are invited to feel “"at one" wi of human struggle for survival. is holding @ sieve full of water, inspired symbolism, which is common
her, She is given meaning by them { think this is presented as more yi . )
ai . ey ‘donl In thi ¢ the S th N detying all laws of nature in an throughout contemporary media, or
attem| (e] rove ar <cantinence. inui i 5
according to their ideals, n is of & Battle of the Sexes, o::l; ttempt ¢ o h . the continuing oppesrance of figures ;

sense she is not so much woman, as
the personification of the American
ideal of democracy, she is simply
a monument - characteriess, certain-
1y not boautiful (despite her appsar-
ance in inaccurately reproduced pic-

with the contrast betwesn U.S,
Military Dafence and Pesaceiul Female
frotest, and this is one of the few
parts of Warnar's book that leans
towards aggression away from object-
ivity.

Books supplied by

The metaphor of the body as & vesssl
is used for both sexes, but the female
association with child-bearing under-
lies the image of a container, which
bhas inspired the femele gender of
vehicles, such as ships and cars.

Gailoway and Hodgson

like Meona Lisa and Queen E£lizabeth
the First as symbols would have shown
how real women, along with person-
iftied Ideals, have given way to alleg-
orical meaning.

EMMA CLAYTON

5 WELLFELD COURT

"



] This message brought to you by Chung
Vymura (lntersteliar} UnLtd. (Taking
the hiss out of deep space communica-
tion),

1 DECODING IN PROGRESS
1 WAIT PLEASE..

* FROM :Cmdr. Tripus/RB230/
"Bathasda"
= 10 1AN
* TO sAnyane still interested
% MESSAGE READS
Hi,
As you can see, circumstances

have reguired me to be elsewhers for
a short while.

So here I am, aboard battleship

Bathesds, in parking eorbit as tar
trom Bangor as possible (roll over
flonaid Biggs...} Perhaps upsurprisingly
it is raining, one of the bhazards
of booking a flight with a bunch of
aquatic aliens, Stilt the view is
bettar here than that at the 'Scrubs'
( counting the advantages - that makes
onel.
Counting the disadvantages, well
ona hyparspace dogs worse things
for my stomach than a refectory meal,
and for another, this ship is soggier
than Bangor - in the winter!

Misery, misery why oh why didn't
1 read something as interesting (and
worthiess) as "Ancient Persian Carpet
Weaving? { changes in style to 1000BC)"

If only I hadn't been sc dead
set on doing something ‘useful', I
wouldn't now be up to my Kknees in
s5limy XT's.

How like a Teabag life is. prist-

for

ine, crisp and white, until you use
it., Then Oh heavens what an ‘orrible
RASS. 4 es

e

#¥HYPERSPACE IN  TWO MINUTES .....
STANDBY ¥
{Greanl)

Best get through the vest of
this quickly, op behalf of all 'Y
Seren' staff, UYmnion Hacks, academics,
Fluffy toys aete. I'd like to wish

you all the best, HOTE I don't wish
you all the best, if personal experi-
ence is anything tc go by, you'd be
bettar off hoping that you fail,,.Still

some of you might actuaily desire
the recycled bog paper, and this is
my last chance te say 'l hope you
get it'.
#¥EIELD  ENGAGED......30 SECONDS TO
JUMpE*

TRIFUS sends love and slobbery
kisses. ..
BLEAUCHHHHHHHH. .. ..
17

1 CARRIER FREQUENCY LOST
1 MESSAGE TERMINATES AT 1/3/87.

YiIN THE

tditerial

Hello Evaeryone,

This week the Science section
has achieved yet another first -
the first time we'‘ve had three pages.
Howevor, [ naed your help if we are
going to continue to  produce  the
quality newspaper (huml) that we
do. 1 don't cere what you write on
as long as it is scientific or techn-

ological., If you write it, we'li
print it (at the discretion of the
editorial board) and let 'Y Seren’

work tor you. If something is geing

Many people have seen the building
calling itself tha Menal Technology
Enterprise Centre, in Bangor, near
the computer laboreteries in Ffordd
Deinicl. Howsver, not many pecple know
what it's for,

The building was
30th January 1987 by Mr.
the Welsh under-secretary
At a cost of roughly &im, it is 2 new
initiative by University Cellage MNorth
Wales, Gwynedd County Council and Arfon
Borough Council, UCNW supplied the
land and G.C.C and A.B.C supplied 25%
of the construction costs and the Welsh
Office, through it's Urban Programme
provided the other 75% of costs.

The aim of Mentec is to "provide
a modern, dynamic, well-serviced envis-
onment tor the incubation and growth
of new technology enterprises”. It
does this by oftering eccess to college
tfacilities and axpertise within the
the Science Faculty of UCHY a2né support
in . management, marketing, financial
and technical matters.

Companies locating at Mentec would
collaborate with UCNW  to  nagociate
on suitable prices for help with resea-
rch and develcpment,

the aim of Mentec
to transfer scientific expartise from
the academic to the industrial world.

cpened con  the
Wyn Roberts,
for state.

is therefore

m nn;af )
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on  in  your Departmant or Socisty
let us know. Articles can be put
in the 'Y Seren' pidgeon hole by
the Porter's lodge in the Union,

We also need more staff to run your
papar, 5¢ come along Row.
On a completely different subj-

act, I'd like to thank Barry Kaye
for his professionsl, humourous and
wall informed contributiops since
the science section began. He has

besn the mest productive centributor
to this section since it began, and
wa'll all miss his style and wit.

Joe Craed,

It also helps with the administration
ot compenies locating there, as well
as guiding such companies through the
increasingly complex web of local and
central government loans, grants and
othar initatives,

Mantec boasts six
purpose built laboratories for research
and development projects., Success i3
gifficult to gauge at this stage ,
though one company, Orbit Research
Ltd. (and subsidiary of Orbit Scient-
ific Ltd.) has already ioccated here.
It is an electronics firm specialising
in Microelectronics for the Automotive
and Avionics industries, and is alse
increasingly involved in Bioelectronics
a tieid yet to be fully exploited,
Industrial Development Bangor [UCNW)
Ltd. was an important factor in Qrbit's
location here. Another industry, whose
name was withheld from me at this sta-
is also on tha verge of locating

oftices and

8,
?n Mentec and synthesises ultrafine
chemicals for use by "special” custo-
mers (e.g. Space agencies, defence,
atc.}

1t Mentec takes off end there
is much iaterest in lIncreasing the
size of Mentec, then it is possibla_

that the building could be the adminmi-
strative centre for a 'Scientific Park®
scheme in Bangor, It's a long way off
at the moment, though in the present
climate, almost anything that brings

money into UCIM has to be good.
Joe Graed,

/
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by Joe Creed and
STORY Cherry Gilespie

Hew fuel is delivered
by train from B.M,F.L's
manufacturing works in Preston,
rods are changed continuously.
is wia standpipe penotrations into
the and each standpipe serves
B separate fuel channels, Two fueiling
machines change the fuel rods, The
spent fuel is then taken to the peint
of access to the Dry Irradiated Fuel
Store. The used fual is loeded into
storage tubes filled with €02 where
they stay te cocl for about three mon-
ths. The rods are then loaded

to Wylfa
Springfields

Fuel
Access

cora

inte

HOW WYLFA WORKS

Tha Central Electricity Gemerating
Board appliad consent te build
@ nuclear power station at Wylfa in
1960, A Public Inquiry was held in
May/June 1961 and ministerial consent
was given later that year.

¥iyifa was an
reasons, Firstly the rock type, Pre-
Cambrian, was highly suitsble for sup-
porting the massive structures needed

for

in nuclear power stations. Secondly
there is an ample supply of water,
an  important resource as Wylfa, like
the other first-generation reactors,

needs about 241 million litres an hour
- twice as’ much for cooling than do
coaventional stations,

The main reactor building is 166m
T0m wide ard 55m high. The twe
main buildings are the turbire
269m long, 27.4m wide and 18m
and the indcor transmission sub-
174m  Jong, 134m wide and 21m

long,
other
house:
high,
station
high.
The C,E.G,B.
is the most
the first

¢leims  that Wylfa
technically advanced of
generation nuclear power
stations developed from the Calder
Hall type reacters, as many design,
changes were made, with iacreases in
physical dimensions, power output and
gas cooling pressura (2B bar),
At Wylfa the pressure containment
and bioiegical shielding of the reactoer
iz achieved by thick concrete vessels,

NUCLEAR SAFETY

Have you ever wopdered what
levels safety the CEGB empoly
in ruclear power stations? Do people
really grow extra limbs? Well contrary
to popular belief this doesn't happen.

The CEGEB nuclear power stations
are run within international regule-
tions and have a certain ratio of
staff devoted to safety matters {one
in ten employees). They continually
measure radioactivity within 25 miles
of the power station, and constently
monitor the levels inside the plant.
Whilst wvisiting Wylfa powar station
on Anglesey recently, I took with
me ¢ Geiger counter. The CEGB provided
a safety officer equiped. Together
we made measurements which corresp-
onded exactly, The maximum dosage
I experienced was 15 counts/second
which is negligible whan compared

of

ideal site for two,

which
gas coolant and

inner surface
steal lining to

pro-stressad by tensionin-cable!
surround the reactor,
boilar systems, The
has a 19 mwillimeter
maintain gas pressure.

Thare is a core made of & vertical
cylinder of graphite. Fuel channels
run  vertically inte this, as do the
vital control rods, This core is sur-
rounded by a neutron shield - the inner
shield, Outside this is the Boilar
system, with associated gas systenms,
The weight of this is supported by
structural support columns and a grid
structure, Around this is the reacter
pressure vessel,

There are 6156 vertical fuel chan-
nels in each reactor, each taking 8
fuel rods, stacked cne upon the other,
Each Magnex fuel cap is 1,Im long and

contains a 28mm diameter fuel rod,
Each c¢an weighs 14 kilograms, The
cans for the fuel rods are made of
a Magnesium alloy - hence the name
Magnox reactor. Each can has fins
and "harring-bone" type fluting. The
cans have a *“top" and "bottom", the
bottom of one fitting into the top
of another, The cans have a lite of
53 yaars in the centre of the core and

9 years around the outside, efter which
time the can metal starts to fatigue.
Each fuel channel has wmonitoring equip-
ment leading to the control room,
This monitoring equipment will warn
of a leaking fuel can, indicate tem-
peratures in the cclumn, etc.

to a background count of 2 per second.

Although at Wylfa thay do not
have a Marine research department,
they do not discourage amateur divers
from operating off shore, but welcome
tha findings that they make.

Whilst talking to a plant engi-
nest we were told that the
was surrounded by 12 feet of concreta,
Thare is not, however, a containment
structure to either step and leakage
that may occur, or safeguard against
a conventional warfara attack terro-
rist or otherwise. Twelve feet of
concrate nevar stoppad the RAF from
destroying the submarine pens
S5t. MNazaire in world war two,
itl

reactor

of
did

8¢:ll, all things considered,
the safety at VMylfa was seen to be
of a very high standard and has made
this reporter sleep 2 let better
at night.

transporting flasks and sent to Sella-
field for Reprocessing.

The whole core is

dioxide

up through the core,

bathed in carbon
which is blown
picking up heat,

cooling ges

3o that it is at a constant 360°C whaen

lgaving the core.

It is then directed

downward threugh the beilers whare
it gives its heat up to water {in a
different, closed system), The €02

is pumped by 8 gas circulators (4 per

reactor),
induction motor at 1000rpm.

culator

gas

blower

each driven by a2 14 megewatt
Each cir-
is a single stage axial flow
with an oil seal on the

rotating shaft to stop coolant escape.
The amount of ceolant gas can be cont-
rolled, dependirg on the current output
of the reactor,

Water

is pumped into the slements

ot the boilar and rises upward through

it.

It is super heated by the coolant

and, as steam, is discharged to the tur-

bines.

The tubular elements in sach

beiler amount to 280,000 square metres

for each reactor,
change takes placse,

ovar which heat oex-
and they are made

of mild steal with finning to aid heat
to be

axchange.

SRS

EYE- R R N R

The water used has
Reactor pressure vessel

Fuel alemonts

Graphile todeiater
Charge slangpepes

Guide lube aysemblies
Salety relief valve penelraion

Pile cap e

of wery high quality and is treated
with ion exchanga, deaeration and
magnetic fiiters are used. Any leak
in the tubular elements can be detected
by rising water wvapour pressure and
the relevant pipe sealad off.

High pressure steam passes into
a double flow, high pressure turbine
and than into & seperator which removes
vater droplets from the steam (thus
improving quality). This is then teo
through 3 low pressure turbines and
on into the condenser, This recondanses
the water in the steam from the turbi-
nes for ‘re-use, and is achievad by
neariy 200 miles of tubing per conde-
nser and sea water, teken from 150
metres out and warmed by 10°c during
it's cycle., It is then pumped back
cut te sea. Befors being used, the
sea water must be treated with ferrous
sulphate to oxXidise the inside of
the condensing tubes and allow better
hsat exchange, and, between the months
of May and September c¢hleorine is added
to .stop muscle larvae from making
2 homae in the warm, protected conden-

sing tubes.
Control is by certralised compu-
tars. Twe d{relatively outdated and

slow) Marconi TAC computers control
infermation from plant data scanners
to twe CAMAC interfaces. A PDP 11/34
in each interface processes data and
relays it to various display systems,

If the TAC fails another standby comp-

uter is automatically switched on.
Conventicnal contrel loops are used
axcept with burst can detection, in

which case the reactor
automatically if the safety circults
datazt critical values of significant
reactor parameters have heen exceaded.
The safety circuits hold three guard
lines opan. Wnan two of the three
are closed, then elactrical supplies
hslding the coptrol rods up sre cut
and the rods drop into the core by
grasity and stop the reactor.

Energy produced is linked by
a 400kV line 22 miles long te Pentir
substation near Bangor.,

The power station is protectad
trom powar cut by emergency alectrical

is shut down

supplies. 2 sets of battaries supply
440V each to cgver immediate needs
while 5 Rolls Royce turbine engines

running on aviation fuel ara started,

Charge machine on lransporler
Neylton shieid

Bouer

Radai gnd

Gas crcuwlator

Gas crculalor dave malors

Pressure vesset pressiressing cables
Core gas inlet plenum

RPRE
B WP W i

¥

B

e HTE

Vessel man access

COp2 penelraion

Structural supporl columns
Boiter steam & feed prpewoik

a
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ARROWS SHOW THE FLOW OF CARBON DIOXIDE THROUGH REACTOR AND BOILERS
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The Theory of Huclear Power,

Wylfa and the other first gerera-
tien reactors use the fissiop of Uranium
235, & radicactive isctope whose nucleus
spontaneously splits releasing neutrons.
These neutrons, travelling very fast,
hit other Uranium nuclei and each again
produces nesutrons which hit other nuc-
lei. Thus a chain reaction occurs,
Whan enough of this isotepe is brought
together in a carefully engineered
assembly, called a pile, the controlled
fission reaction proceeds - Steadily
to produce agreat quantity of energy,
which is released as heat. {(This is
how nuclear weapons alse work, the
difference being that the reaction
is uncontrelled,) Fissior of one gram
of Urasiuvm 235 liberates enargy aquive
alent to about 2.7 tonnes of coal or
13.7 barrels of crude oil. The Urenium
is "usad up" by this process, in the
sanse that it is converted to wvarious
fission products, other elements that
caanot be used for energy production.
An  average first generation auclear
power station such as Wylfta producing
1000 regawatts of electricity, uses
about 3 kilegrems of Uranium 235 each

Lranom Nucieus

Uranium Nucieus
plus Neuteon

Questions of Safety?

Over the last month assurances
from the CEGB that the nuclear power
irdustry is relatively salte have
been enormously undermired, Yhough
'ruclzar' to a let of people immedi-
ately spalls doom and gloom, there
arae serious implications coming to
light as regards the nuclear industry
as a whole. What is even more werrying
is that most things coming to light
now were defects of 20+ years ago.
The CEGB gan claim to have high stand-
ards of safety now, but that‘s not
very helpful if say a mejor ‘design
fault was committed during construc-
tion.

* A government survey has revealed
that trends in leakaemia and brain
tumours are increasing earound sone
nuclear plants. Tha report would
not even have come to light in it's
full form had it not been for claims

THE

Neulrons
from Fission
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ot deliberate suppressien in the
House of Commons. In the group of
first gensration reactors there are
sevaral coincident positive corrala-
tions with increased incidences or
trands towards a higher incidence
of cancer. Similar trends are aevident
in the coastal regions of Gumbria
ard Morth Wales, which is thought
to reflact discharges from Sellatield
(Windscale) and other nuclear power
stations in the area including dJylfa.
Bradwell (in Suffolk) and YWylfa
areas #lso show an unexplained excess
of deaths from liver cancer. The
report suggests that these apperent
lirks may be due to “behavier in
the rural locations adjacent to the
installations.”
* A walder employsd at Hinkley
Point plant in Somerset has stated
publicly after 17 years that bad
weiding was covered up by the Bristol
Piping Company, his employers, by

STORY
CONTINUED

substituting X-rays ot already compl-
eted bad welds with good ores. The
Nuclear Installations  lnspectorate
the nuclesr industry's powarful wat-
chdog is taking the accusation-cum-
confession very seriocusly...

* A scientist who resigned from
nis job at Trawsfynydd power station
as a health physics monitor has called
tor the cleosure of the plant, Traws-
tynydd is situated within the Snowd-
onia National Park, to the South
of Ffestinieg about 25 miles from
Banger. Gerallt Jenes claimed that
monitorin

of radiation was superi-

icial and that working

practices
nad detericrated. The CEGE covered

itself in the wonderful statement
"Health physics monitors are employed
by the boerd to advise on radiation
hazards. It is one of their functions
te bring to the attenticn of manage-
ment any breachas of safety rules
and regulations. Mr.lones has never
really highlighted these problems.”
This isn't really the point, is it?
More specifically Mr,Jdones claimed
that contamination on soles of foot-
wear was removed by brushing and
scraping and not reported toc thaNii
or managament, Also, longer hours
worked during  shut-down  resulted
in "a lack of concentration, boredom,
and detariation of working practices
which could iead to the spread of
contamination,"” he said.

tess than one fifth of 2 cubic
centimetre of the 70,000 gallons
of cooling water pumped  into  the
lake at Trawsfynydd was tested for
contamination,

Low level waste for inpsinerstion
was only tested for contamination
on the outside of the rubbish bags
in which it was packed. Personnel
leaving the reactor area were not
given a full body scan because of
the inadequacy of monitoring equip-
mant,

Commenting on an incident last
February when 12 tonnes of radicactive
€0y gas lesked into the atmosphere,
Mr.Jones claimed that engineers in
charge had been warned that a valve
may lift at high pressure by a fitter
but di¢ not act on the advice,

Trawsfynydd, like Wylfa, is
a first generation Magnox reactor.

This is not another social commen-
tary, warning about the dangers of
promiscuity, or injecting drugs {a
la " shooting gallery "), The intention
hers is to elucidate the action of
the AIDS virus (known as HIV)

The virus was first identified
by Luc Montagnier and his research
team at the Pasteur lnstitute in Paris.
It was found to belong to a recently
discovered group of viruses, the retro-
viruses, as such it uses RNA as it's
transferable genetic material, as
opposed to the more usual DNA, this
hes important consgquences, as we
shall see later,

It should be noted that viruses
are not strictly alive at all, they
are best described as rogue selecticns
of genetic material, surrounded by
a protective protein coat, The genetic
matarial is usually considered to
have broken away from a "parent” (usu-
ally human) genetic code, Cn entering
a cell of the body, these rogue codes
compate against tha cell's genetic
material tor rsesources, unlike the
“real McCoy", howaver, they sarve
no other useful purpose than to repli-
cate their own Viral RNA and their
protein ccats., Eventually, as more
and more viruses clamour for the cells
resources, it is overwhelmed, and
dias, releasing the viruses to infect
other cells.

Unchackad any virus would prove
fatal, eventually killing encugh cells
that the organism can ao longer funct-

ion. To protect itself, the body learns
to racognise tha free wvirus, by the
protein structure of it's coat, and
attacks this, killing the virus within,
By this methed the body can "mop up
viruses outside celis, and so bring
the disease under control. Vaccines
work in anlogous fashion, by “priming"
the body's immune system to racognise
the empty protein coat, it then reacis
immediately to a real infection, and
prevents it gaining any foet-hold.

Is HIV any worse than other viru-
ses then? Vaccines hava been prepared,
and used to great effect on othar
viral diseases, why not AlDS? People
have suffered from colds for years
yat it is nardly a killer!

As we shall see, several fagtors
ipherent in HIVY make it's treatment
extremaly difficult, and give no gro~
unds for complacency. To understand
these we must look more closely at
ft's “life" cycle within an infected

patient,
On  first infecting a8 patient
the wvirus "lies low", raplicating

slowly, few cells are killed and the
patient feels few, or no, overt symp-
toms. This period may last for several
years, yet the virus {s present in
the blood stream and may infect othars.
During this time the patient’s immune
system suppresses and attacks the
frea virus, that is the virus outside
the patient's cells.

Within the cell the importance of
tha retrovirus® nature becomes appo-

IS~ a virus with a coat of many colours

rant. Before being able to replicate
itself HIV must make a DNA template, it
daes this via an enzyme called reverse
transcriptase, All that is important to
note here is that the sequence from
viral RNA to the template DNA is a low
fidelity transcription. Once formed the
template DNA starts to produce more
H1V, complete with pretein coat, Untfor-
tunately the copying procedure to
farm the DNA is sufficiently poor that
the daughter wviruses are not the same
as the original strain. Tha coat,
by which the body's immune system
racognises the virus, changes colour.

8till, to a2 large extent the
immune system could cope, though under
a progressively mora savere work load,
it the prefered host cells of HIV ware
not the cells of the immune system
itself. Under this added burden, the
immune system finally collepses, and is
no longer able to prevent adventitious
infections. To date most AIDS victims
have succumbed to these, prneumonia is a
commen killer, but gangrene, amongst
other nasties way alsoe take held,
adding to suffering.

Here the deprivations do not stop.
Even if the iImmune system could be
“shored up" to prevent other infections
taking held, other cells are also
attackad. Of prime importance are thosae
of the brain, The bleood-brain barrier
that the virus needs te cross is well
dafended, and even onge passed its
replication is slow (parhaps bacause
of & lack of raw materials - brain

cells do not reproduce), Certainly, a
loss of mental function is the last
symptem of the diseasa, leading to
motor impairment, premature senility,
and death,

Hope is not totally lost, With the
knowledge that HIV was a retrovirus
camz the immediate application of
chamotharapy, essentially saturating
the body with ONA nucleoside "look
alikes" that fool the reverse transcr-
iptase into making non-functional DNA,
so #regzing the virus and the progress
of the disease, (CS8EN 8/12/86, p1)
This is & short term measure, providing
at best =2 few months respite. Tha
technigue also pravents the body's own
cells from replicating, thus causing
toxi¢ reaction on prolonged usage.

Thase are the features that make
AIDS en intractible disease, both for
the body's defence system, and curr-
ently from e medical peint of view,

The c¢hallange to cure AIDS is
deunting, currently knowledge of the
disease only helps to show how diffi-
cult the task wili be. Increased famil-
iarity with the area could open &
Pandora's box of new skills, perhaps to
treat leukaemia, senile dementia and
capcaer, For the forseeable future, the
only butterfly that can be allowed to
escape is hope.

In the meentime? - Cultivate a
sense of humcur, you'll need it.

Barry Kaye
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AIDS VIRUS CAN
N A DIRTY NEEDLE.

IR Ot *}{ ~

AIDS is incurable and it kills. So, if you're thinking of injecting drugs for the first time,
Sharing a needle or equipment with an infected don't. And if you can’t give up injecting, never share a needle.
E persan is the easiest way to put the AIDS virus For more information and advice. please telephone
‘straight into your hloodstream. Cardiff (0222) 464121 or 223443, or Freefone 0800 585777.

(DIONjTy |A[ID) (A 1D)S)

SUED BY THE DERARTMENT OF BEAETITAND SOCIAL SECURFTY AND THE WELSH OFFICE




